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DEDICATION. 



The following work is humbly and respectfully 
dedicated by its author to those of his fellow-coun- 
trymen, regardless of name or location, who would 
be more devoted to the highest and best interests 
of their whole country, and of all their fellow- 
men, than to pecuniary considerations aUmCf or 
to mere sect or party, as such only^ 
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Thk following ie a list of the objections to the diacuMion of Slavery propoMd 
tol»e answered ; in doing which, the Constitutional principles of oor own fret 
institutions and the fundamental truths of all just government, independent 
of sect or party, are attempted impartially to be illustrated. It is also con- 
clusively shown, that the slaveholding power in our country, haa always been 
insidiously but rapidly undermining all our institutions : — 

SECTION I. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery at the north, be 
cause we are meddling with that which is none of our business, for it is un- 
constitutional,*' P»ge ** 

SECTION IL — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery at the north, be- 
cause it will do no good," .....* V7 

SECTION in. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because it 
makes a great excitement," ..... 199 

SECTION IV. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because it will 
take away the property of slaveholders and bankrupt the south," 137 

SECTION V. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because it will 
let tlie n^gera all loose among us, and they will murder their masters and 
overrun our country as vagabonds," .... 151 
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SECTION YI. — ** I am opposed to the discusdoo of slavery, because m§ 
idea of republicanism is. that we should aim at the greatest good to the 
greatest number, and there are more whites than blacks — therefore I go ' 
for the freedom of the whites, and for the slavery of the blacks," 174 

SECTION VII. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because the 
slaves are so ignorant they could not take care of themselves," 184 

SECTION Vlll. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because ft 
makes the slaveholders more cruel to their slaves, and instead of our dia*- 
oussions helping the slave, it puts back his emancipation and only makef 
his eondition worse," ...... 19S 

SECTION IX. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, beeause the 
V^ger$ are all thieves," ...... lOi^ 
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SECTION X. — "I am opposed to Ite digcusBion of slavery, says an- 
other, because amalgamation would follow by intermarriages with the 
blacks," Page 203 

BECl'ION XI. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because the 
blacks are so extremely offensive, I cannot bear them about me," . 209 

SECTION Xn. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because the 
Bible tolerates slavery," ...... 234 

SECTION Xm. — *' I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because 1 
think no better of abolitionists than I do of slaveholders," 239 

SECTION XrV. — "I am opposed to Uie discussion of slavery, because 
the slaves are not fitted for freedom," .... 831 

SECTION XV. — " lam opposed to the discussion of slavery, because the 
blacks are an inferior race of beings to the whites, and therefore made 
§u servitude to the whites," ...... SI34 

SECTION XVI. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because it 
is a religious or sectarian matter," ..... S49 

SECTION XVII. — " I am opposed to the ducnssion of slavery, beeause 
peace is so very desirable," ...... 393 

SECTION XVm,— *< I am opposed to the discvsMMi of slavery, because 
it is or will become a political subject," .... 295 

SECTION XIX. — ** I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because I 
have been at the south, and I never was treated with greater kindness and 
hol^iulity, and the masters also treated their servants kindly, and they 
appeared brisk and happy," ... 332 

SECTION XX. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, booause 
there are a great manj[ amiable and highly respectable slaveholders, 
among whom are manyiilstinguished ministers of the gospel^ and other 
devoted and pious Christians," ..... 334 

SECTION XXI. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, beeause 
there are hundreds of good slaveholders who would gladly emancipate 
their slaves at once, if their laws would allow them to do sot," . 340 

SECTION XXn. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because a 
great many people at the north don*t treat their own domestics as they 
ought," 344 

SECTION XXIII. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because our 
greatest statesmen and our greatest divines are opposed to its discussion, 
and they ought to know best, and that it is only a few fanatics, weak 
minded men and women, who are in favour of diseussing it,** 347 
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6ECTI0N XXIV. — " I am opponi to the dilcuMion of slaTerji became the 
slaveholdera will dissolve the Union if we discosi it," Page 358 

SECTION XXV. •r" I taa opposed to the discussion of slavery, because, al- 
though I hdld to free discussion, and think the subject might be discussed 
in a way to do good, but these *^ modem abolitionists ** are so denunciatory 
and abusive, and manifest such an unchristian spirit, I think the subject of 
slavery better not to be agitated at all, for it only excites mobs," . 363 

SECTION XXVI. — '* I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because I do 
not believe in these people who talk so moch about abstract principles of 
right and wrong, for I believe such principles are all moonshine, . 371 

SECTION XXVII. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because 
the north are already opposed to slavery, and that is enough^ .. 3f73 

SECTION XXVIIL— *• I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because 
the subject is so absorbing, that when men become engaged in it they seem 
to forget every thing else and become men of one idea, and they become so 
wrought up that their language is denunciatory,'* 377 

SECTION XXIX. — *' I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because i 
females are engaged in it," ...... 380 l 
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discussed, because slavery is right; and I am afVaid that the discussion of 
it through the mere sympathies of the people would utterly abolish it, 
which I think would be wrong," ..... 384 
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SECTION XZXVI. — " 1 am opixised to diflcuBsing slavery, and to fasting 
on the subject, and praying audibly about it^^or talking about it among our 
people, because it will divide our church, and when we travel south, we 
shall not be well received by oar slaveholding brethren," . Page 411 

SECTION XXXVII. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because 
abobtionists are in number but a handful, and it is impossible they should 
be right, and all the rest of the world wrong," . . . 415 

SECTION XXXVIII. — "I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, because 
the subject is already perfectly well understood by the people," * 490 

SECTION XXXIX. — "I am as much opposed to slavery as anyone can 
be, and think it is a most dreadful evil, but am opposed to having it dis- 
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SECTION XL. — " I am opposed to the discussion of slavery, and to eman- 
cipation, because the slaves are better off than the poor labouring white 
people are at the north,*' ...... 438 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER. 

TO SEYMOUR B. TREADWELL, ESCU 

Sir: 

The cause of the oppressed is one of deep and 
thrilling interest to us all as a nation, and infinitely more so to us 
as Christians. Whatever therefore shall tend to enlighten the 
mind, and bring it up to vigorous and prompt exertions in urging 
on the day for the liberation of the captive, should be eagerly 
sought out and put in requitition. 

On these premises, we lay before you the following proceedings : 

At a meeting of the Perinton Anti-Slavery Society convened, 
L F. Benedict, Esq., Vice President in the chair, it was unani- 
mously 

" Resohed, that a Committee be appointed to wait on Sbtmour 
B. Trbaditbll, Esq. and solicit for publication in the several 
leading Anti-Slavery papers of our land, his ingenious and highly 
valued address, delivered before its society, at the anniversary, 
on the fourth day of July, 1837. 

" Believing, dear sir, that your address is eminently calculated 
to enlighten the mind» and rectify its defects on this momentous 
subject, we doubt not your warm heart in this cause will prompt 
you to comply with what we in our instructions are directed to 
ask, viz., a response on your part, corresponding with the request 
in the abo re-mentioned resolution. 

With sentiments of esteem and fellowship, 

We remain, dear sir, co-workers with you 
In pleading the cause of the oppressed." 



ANSON P. BROOKS, ) « 
JUSTUS BEARDSLEY, ] ^«'^"»**'"- 



REPLY. 

It is proper here to say to the above named Committee, and 
through them to all the individuals composing th^ respectable 
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meeting before whom the address alluded to was delivered, that, 
owing to its length, it was thought nt^t advisable to ofier it for 
puUieation in the Anti-Slavery Journals. 

But by the advices and solicitations of his friends, and from a 
desire to render himself, if possible, more extensively useful in the 
cause of the oppressed and his whole beloved coontry, the author 
has incorporated its leading principles in th6 following work, 
hoping it may be equally acceptable. 

S. B. Trkadwell. 

P. S. This letter and reply are published in this connexion, as 
explanatory of some of the views found in this work, and also as 
an apology due to all interested in the request for the publication 
of said address, as no direct reply to the request had heretofore 
been made. 



The following areamong some of the letters and notes addressed 
to the publisher and the author of this volume by gentlemen who 
have read the work in the manuscript, or in the sheets as they 
came from the press : **- 

Rochtster, 7th February^ 1838. 

S. BOUGHTON TREADWELL, ESa. 

Dear Sir: 

I have read a large portion of your manuscript, 
but have been so pressed by other claiais upon my time, that I 
could not read it all ; and return it in the lime you set 

I find what I have read full of a good spirit, with many striking, 
and sound, and useful views ; and will thank you to direct that a 
copy be sent me of the whole work, as soon aa it comes from the 
press, on such terms as apply to others. 

Respectfully your obedienl servant,, 

MYRON HOLLEY. 

[Since the above was written, eonsiderable additions have been 
made to this work.] 



COMMUNICATION*. .XI 

MR. JOHN S. TAYLOR, 
Dear Sir : 

* 

I have perusedi with very great satiafmction, 
a manuscript copy of *' American Liberties and American Slave- 
ry, by S. B Trtjl^WBLL, Esq. ;» a work which I understand yoo 
are about to publish. 

I believe Ibis book to be peculiarly adapted to disarm existing 
prejudices, and to confirm in the principles of eternal justice, and 
true national policy, that portion of our great conununity whose 
minds are yet undecided, and consequently open to the plain de- 
ductions of sound unsophiarticated reason, on the exciting ques* 
tion of Slavery in the United States. 

DUNCAN DUNBAR, 
Pastor of the McDougal-st Baptist Church. 
New 'York, June 4, 1838. 

In the above opinion, I most cheerfully concur. 

A. LIBOLT, M. D. 
New- York, June 4, 1838. 

I believe this work will be highly useAil. 

A. DOOUTTLE, M. D. 
New- York, June 6, 1838. 

MR. J. S. TAYLOR, 

Sir: 

I most cheerfully concur in the above recommendations of this 
valuable work of which you are the Publisher, and would add, 
that from the very clear and conclusive illustrations of the author, 
I know of no publication so well calculated to meet all the ob- 
jections, not only to the right, but to the perfect safety ofaU con' 
eemedf of immediate emmtcipation ; and also the objections to am- 
ply discussing all topics relating both to the liberties and to the 
'slavery ofour whole country. 

ROBERT SEARS. 

New- York, Junk 6, 1838, 
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Rochester^ February 26, 1838. 
S. Bj TREAD WELL, ESa. 

Sir: 

Your work on "Liberty and Slavery" I have care^ 
fully read in the manuscript, and highly approve of the manner in 
which civil, social, and religious rights are therein treated. These 
topics I think are there impartially and thoroughly discussed, 
which cannot but render this work valuable to every American 
citizen, an important auxiliary to the cause of truth, and interest- 
ing to all engaged in benefiting mankind. 

Respectfully yours, 

HENRY C. FRINK. 

New- York, June 6, 1838. 
MR. J. S. TAYLOR, 

Sir: 
In accordance with your request I have examined most of 
the MS. copy of Mr. S, B. Trbadwell's work on ** American 
Liberties and American Slavery," with more than ordinary satis- 
faction. The popular manner in which the subject is treated, meets 
the objector on his own ground, and renders it useful to the removal 
of the very crude and false ideas entertained by a large class of 
the American people, on the important subject of Human Rights. 

As such, I am happy to recommend this work. 

THEODORE WRIGHT, 
Pastor of the 1st Coloured Presbyterian Church, N. T. 

I cheerfully concur in the above recommendation. 

SAMUEL E. CORNISH, 
Editor of the Coloured American, N. Y^ 

MR. J. S. TAYLOR, 

Sir : 

I have read with much pleasure, iHustrations of. 
"American Liberties and American Slavery, by S. B. Tread well , 
Esq.," of which you are the Publisher. As one of the people, 
the writer well understands the palseying circumstances attend- 
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ant on the would-be popular watchmen in authority, whether in 
the ** chair of state," on the " walls of Zion," or in charge of that 
* * life or death," the Press. 

Let the people thus awake themselves to watchfulness of the 
dangers and destiny that bethreaten us, and we will never de- 
spair of our republic* 

You will please consider me as interested to see that the work 
circulates among my acquaintances. 

NEH. BROWN, 

Presby. Clergyman. 
New- York, June 6, 1838. 



I think the work of Mr. Teeadwell will contribute to the 
advancement of the cause of liberty, and of social order. 

N. K JOHNSON, 

Ed. Evangelist. 
New-Tork, June 6, IBSa 



MOBOCRACT. 



While in New- York, reading^ the proof sheets of this volume I re- 
ceived additional and painful confirmation that my humble efibrts 
for the struggling liberties of my country were not uncalled-for. 

I allude to the burning of that splendid '* TeINple of Libeett " 
the ''Pennsylvania Hall,'* in Philadelphia, by a mob, on the 
night of the 18th of May> 1838. 

THE AUTHOR. 



fiftRATA. 

Page U5, 3d line from the top, for " called for the safety " — read, "called 

for, for the safety," &c. • 
(* 110, 11th line from the top, for " country " — read, " worlA." 
'* SS2, 7th line from the top, for " tall sturdy oaks ;" read, ** tall cedars." 
" SS6, 14th line from the top, for *<snuffeth **-;- read " puffeth." 
" 406, 7th line from the commencement •f'.tlie Section, should read, 

"that while we were not permitted to speak for ourselves, we did 

not wish to be free." 









PREFACE, 



The publication of the following brief replies to forty 
objections to the discussion of slavery, and remarks up*- 
on constitutional liberty of speech and the press upon 
colonization and the slave laws, was first thought of by 
the author, through Ae suggestion of some of his friends^ 
who are also the friends of the oppressed, soon after 
his first public address on the subject. His object in 
publishing them in book instead of pamphlet form, was 
the belief that if they could in any degree be useful in 
subserving the caiKMr'^of humanity and his country, they 
might, through booksellers, obtain a more extensive pub- 
licity. It will be readily seen., that throughout these 
hasty and brief remarks, little more is done than barely 
to suggest some thoughts upon which others who have 
more leisure, more patience, and more ability, might 
improve, for the benefit of their country and their fellow 
men. It will be seen also, that the opposition to the 
anti-slavery principles and proceedings of the day, or to 
immediate emancipation, and the opposition to freely 
discussing die whole subject of slavery, are considered 
in these remark* to be entirely identified ; as all wlio 
are really in favour of fairly and freely discussing aaj 
subject, must of coiilve, not only be willing simply, but 
would be desirous also, and even anxious to hear and 
to see all sides of it, and to have every possible view of 
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the whole subject presented, that they might in regard to 
it, be enabled thereby to judge correctly and impartially. 
Like an honest and candid jur3rman, called to judge of 
important interests between his fellow-men, he would of 
course desire that all ibe testimony relevant to the case 
under consideration, might be adduced. 

Though the people did once, from an extraneous and 
forestalling influence hastily seem to condemn the free 
'^cussion of this subject, still it is now confidently be- 
Meved that the more enlightened part of them at least 
have seen their error, and are beginning to feel that we 
might about as well stop the pulsations of life in the 
human system and say it might yet long survive, as to 
«tq) free discussion and the free circulation of intelli- 
^^mce in a free government upon any plausible or party 
pretext whatever, and expect it could long be a free 
government still. The human mtadf with its irrepressi- 
ble energies, has well been compared to imprisoned 
steam : the more it is pressed the higher it rises, until 
at length, it will, in some way, find vent. 

The author of these brief replies does not claim the 
high honour of presenting more important views on this 
deeply interesting subject than many others, whose at- 
tention was much earlier called to it than his own; but 
ferceiving that the present discussions in the anti-slave- 
xy publications are mostly designed, as well as emi- 
ttanCly calculated to interest those who have mora par- 
lienlarly attended to the progress of the discussions of 
t)w subject through its different stages thus far, it was 
thought that a publication in the form of brief replies to 
flie prevailing objections to the discussion of slavery and 
immediate emane^tioD, (though pfieo in. themaelves^ 
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Tory kirial otes,) would fmd &vour with soiiie (the 
gumeiits being addtettded to the ^aia common Bense of 
Idl) who should feel disposed, if firom no higher motiyofe 
at first than curiosity, to hear what might be said in ail* 
«wer to the great variety of objections herein consideredb 
Thi9 subject is also considered somewhat at length in 
ita political, moral, and social influence upon our owH 
nation arid the world. 

No apology is here deemed necessary or called foiv «. 
in this our '* happy land offreedom^^* fbr^ven the most 
humble and obscure individual, most freely and full^ 
offering his views to the public, on any and all subjects 
which he may deem as pertaining to the highest and best 
interests of his fellow-men and of his country. 

The Siamese twins, being coupled together by anii^ 
separable fate, and of counie, surrounded at all times 
by the same circumstances, are always subject to hkb 
impressions; and the consequence is^ that they (Ut% 
known never to communicate to each other. There will 
therefore forever remain with them an identity of person ; 
a perfect onenbss of mind. The important lesson which 
it is thought might be drawn from this interesting and 
extraordinary fact, is, the immense advantage to be d#* 
rived in the common intercourse of civilized life from 
free discussion, by comparing mind with mind, by in^ 
terchange of thought and sentiment, that the people may 
ultimately arrive at correct conclusions on all subjects 
ibr the highest possible good of individuals, of commu- 
nities, and of nations. If, therefore, the views which 
are found upon the few following pages, are not founds 
^ in truth, it is sincerely hoped, that by free and ample 
discussion* it will be shown for the general good of all ' 
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concerned. Should they not prove so to be, on a care- 
ful examination, the author would most certainly desire 
to see them blown aside like chaff before the wind. He 
does at present feel considerable assurance, that his 
views in the main, however frankly avowed and plainly 
expressed, will find a ready and a cordial response in 
the hearts and the good common sense of at least a re- 
spectable portion of his esteemed fellow citizens. On 
the other hand, he is fully aware of the prejudices and 
the opposition which his views must meet with, and that 
too from some, whose good opinion and confidence he 
would sacrifice much to retain, except the compromise 
of principle. 

The author is the uncompromising advocate for free 

and lawful Hisciiasion in iisL hrnadp^t nnd most unlimited 
sense, — that is of our being accountable to constitl^- 
tk>nal laws only, for its abuse. He considers those who 
differ with him in opinion, have as good a right to diEGsit 
and to give their reasons for thus differing, as he has to 
differ from them and to give his reasons for the differ- 
ence. He also beUeves, that no one should by any 
means be deterred from publicly discussing a subject, 
upon which there are a diversity of opinions ; for diis is 
the very subject, of all others, that calls loudest for dis- 
cussion, and which ought most to be discussed. On aH 
subjects upon which there is, and perhaps can be, but one 
opinion, it is at once obvious that no discussion what* 
ever is called for ; and that man who waits for a majority 
of the people to be with him before he will dare grapple 
with and discuss a subject, is like a cowardly soldier 
who lags behind his brave and more valiant comrades 
until the battle is won» and will then ** bring up the rear 
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and shout victory ! victory ! at the tq> of hii voico.'* 
Ab to this subject being regarded as a political one, in a 
party sense, so far from it is the fact, that leading 
party politicians of every nanie have always been, and^ 
as they treat every other unpopular subject, regardless 
of abstract right, they are still giving it (as the phrase is) 
more " kicks than coppers," that it should by no means 
attach itself either to their persons or to their political 
party. Like the proud ungenerous man who denied 
that he ever knew the name of his poor but worthy 
friend, because his exterior was such as he imagined 
would not reflect credit upon himself and his family* 

The author can truly say, diat so far as this subject 
is concerned, he desires to know no man's party politics, 
beUeving that it has nothing to gain but much to lose by 
an identity with any political party whatever. He fully 
believes, that if the moral sense of the good people of 
ihese United States does not abolish their slavery, that 
it never will be abolished ; and should this prove so, and 
we remain one people, we are forever destined to be a 
slave-holding nation. 

It may be, however, that should the free discussion ei 
this subject be yet strenuously opposed, or any unwise 
or despotic attempts at legislation should be made to 
prevent its farther investigation, the right of petition 
upon it tyrannically denied, or that reckless mob, or 
brate force should continue its outrages, ravages, and 
death, much longer to put it down, that the people, m 
mas$e, would come forth in their might, if not as abolt* 
tionists, yet as the fearless unconquerable advocates of 
their last hope, the constitutional right of petition, fVee 
discussion, and the Uberty of the press; and by thetf 
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honest defence of these, their great, first and last* 
Heaven-descended rights, . a sympathy between the 
people and professed abolitionists, might, and probably 
would, unavoidably be felt, from the fact, that upon 
some great leading and all-important principles, they 
would most cordially agree. If we have no particular 
evidence that one is partial to ««, still we are prone Xo 
regard him with at least some favour, who is particularly 
partial, and doing many kind offices to our best friend. 
^ It is believed, moreover, that mOst men are already 
abolitionists in sentiment, and it is hopeful that they will, 
ere long be, in consistent practice ; for even the best 
principles lying dormant in the human heart, like '* a 
candXt waAw a bvshel^^^ can be of no service whatever 
to mankind. To exert a good influence, good princi- 
ples must be openly avowed and consistently acted upon. 
The author desires to make the request of those into 
whose hands his remarks may chance to fall, that, in the 
first place, they would grant him a fair constitutional 
trial ; that is, of not being rashly or hastily condemned, 
*' contrary to law and testimony y^^ unheard and uncon- 
sidered ; and that they would not let prejudice [nrevent 
them from giving his remarks, at leasts a cursory perusal* 
And if, after havmg looked impartially at all the facts 
and arguments he has presented, they cannot yet think 
with him, that they would still do him the special favour 
to believe that he has at least intended well to his fellow- 
men and to his country. He could indeed have rejoiced 
to have seen this all-important subject discussed upon 
the plan he has proposed, by an abler pen than his ownl; 
hut he felt unwilling to pass off the stage of life withoi&l 
leaving behind him, at least some humble testimony of 
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the light in which he regarded this most thrilling subjectf 
both to the philanthropist, the christian, and the patriot^ 
as being entirely identified, as he considers it, with the 
destinies of millions of his coloured countrymen not 
only, but with the dest'mies of lus whole beloved country* 
He has therefore respectfully, briefly submitted his gen- 
era! views upon it to his friends and fellow-citizens, not 
as unexceptionable in classical correctness, but rather, 
as the sentiments of his heart. And he is not only totV- 
ling^ but greatly desirousy that all his fellow-countrymen, 
and all his fellow men throughout the world, should ever 
enjoy the same high, underived, and invaluable boon 
from their Creator, the privilege of thinking and of ex- 
pressing their thoughts unrestrained in any manner, by 
the rude and profane hand of tyranny. - 

How much fioever his language in some instances 
may very possibly grate upon some ears, he has never- 
theless endeavoured to bridle his pen, and has not dared 
to trust himself to speak out the deep indignation of his 
soul against slavery in all its abominations, (or more 
strictly slave-holding,) and also against the slave-holder 
himself, when he knows he should break the accursed 
yoke from the neck of his fellow man and let him go 
free. 

It would be strange if language might not be found in 
the following pages, in some instances, even literally to 
convey a different impression from what was intended ; 
and perhaps in many instances it might easily be made 
to speak entirely different both from its literal sense and 
the design of its author. In all this, however, he most 
cheerfully confides in the good sense and the candour 
of his reader to put such a construction only, as the 
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general views of the author would seem io justify* It 
is confidently believed that no American citizen calling 
himself a true republican, will take it for granted that no 
production can possibly be worthy his perusal, becausOf 
forsooth, it may not have emanated from some one high 
up on the list of fame ; for this kind of sycophancy is 
most certainly derogatory to the true dignity of free- 
men, for it is only bowing down and doing reverence to 
ARISTOCRACY. When a new work makes its appear* 
ance, there is sometimes a certain class, instead of read- 
ing it, will quite content themselves by asking the idle 
questions, Who the author is, or what he is ; what his 
religion is ; what his politics are ; where he received 
his education, &c. &c. All this, too, is considered to 
be but the effect of a strong predisposition in human na- 
ture to aristocracy instead of democracy. 

In reply to any such inquiries, the author would just 
say in brief, that he professes to be one of, and one m/A, 
the people, — making no extraordinary pretensions to 
wisdom above his fellow-men ; and also, thai he claims 
to be an independent American freeman, and hopes by 
the favour of Heaven ever to remain so. 

And whatever political or religious creed he may be 
of, or whether learned or unlearned, rich or poor, co- 
loured or uncoloured, he deems it altogether out of place 
here to obtrude considerations of this nature upon public 
attention, presuming others, like himself, to be entirely 
unable to conceive how any of these things, can possibly 
in the remotest sense, affect an argument or alter a fact 
which may be found in the following work. 

It is supposed to be granted that aU^ honestly in search 
of truth, are desirous* and also expecting, whoiever they 
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sueceed, to behold her disencumbered of incongruous 
and unseemly appendages, and to embrace her in her 
native costume ; the irresistibly attractive beauty of 
simplicity ; ever accompanied with true harmony* ele« 
gance, and grandeur. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Mt Friends, -r« When I was called upon by your com- 
mittee, to address this meeting on this occasion, I hesi- 
tated whether to do it verbally or to commit my views 
to writing.^ Fearing I might omit to state some im- 
portant facts, I determined within the last few days on 
the latter. In commencing my remarks, it is proper for 
me to apprize you that I arn not a professional man, and 
have not therefore been much accustomed to public 
speaking, and that this is the first time that I have ever 
attempted to address an audience on this subject Bui 
from my convictions of the great importance of the cause 
for my fellow men and for my country, I found myself 
unable to decline an invitation to do so. I have there* 
fore somewhat hastily embodied some facts on this sub* 
ject which to me appear important for all to know, with 
such comments upon them as I thought were proper and 
called for, hoping, although some of the facts and argu* 
ments cannot be expected to be new to all of you,^at 
at least some little good may be done towards effecting 
the peaceful and speedy emancipation of two and a ha)£ 
millions of our long and greatly oppressed fellow beiogp 

* Jattoduction to the author's address before the anniversary of 
an Anti-Slavery Society ; which address he was invited to give for 
puMieation, according to the letter of the committee, and his reply 
to It as kereiB prefixed 
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and fellow countrjonen, in our so much boasted land of 
" liberty and equal rights." I have myself, as it were, 
but just emerged from the spell of thick darkness in 
which I have been so long shrouded in relation to this 
great and absorbing subject. It can therefore hardly be 
presumed that I should yet have possessed myself of 
all the facts and arguments in relation to it, which many 
others have done, whose eyesiiave much longer been 
open to the truth, and whose minds have been more en- 
lightened by it. - 

And here permit me to say, that my conversion to im- 
mediate and universal emancipation of all who are in 
bonds without crime, was not a rash and an inconsider- 
ate matter ; for, having long been a member of a Colo- 
nization Society, my prepossessions and prejudices 
were all against immediate abolition. Yet, since the 
first recollections of my childhood, I have abhorred the 
oppressor, and sympathized with the oppressed ; but 
being taught to believe that emancipation could never 
be brought about but by a veiy slow and almost endlesi? 
process of colonization, I have remained, like our whole 
country, saying or doing little or nothing on the whole 
subject ; while slavery in our land has all the while been 
increasing* with most fearful rapidity, and while the 
north too have been essentially aiding by their votes in 
adding seven vast slave-states or siBye-marleets to the 
original number. But since I have regarded the subject, 
as I think, in its true light, my surprise and astonishment 
at my past ignorance of it have increased in a ratio with 
my knowledge and investigations of slavery itself. And 
now, instead of wondering at the interest which «ome aro 
nuuiifesting in behalf of the oppressed, I only wonder 



that alt do not fed and manifest^ if poariblot a hundred^ 
fold more intereat, and even enthuaiasm, in bebalf of tte 
two and a half milUona of our own cniellj enaiaved 
countrymen in our own land, and before our own ejea, 
than we ever did for the Poles or the Greekst for whoM 
our sympathies and our treasures flowed like water. 

In the first place, the principles of the Anti-Slavery 
Society, the anniversary of which the friends of freedoM 
meet this day through the State and the nation to com- 
memorate, are precisely the same as those contained in 
that immortal Declaration of American Independence! 
which, when those great first principles of all free go- 
vemment were hung out and proclaimed to the world 
by our venerable fathers, were at once the rallying point 
for all the friends of freedom in the land. Nay, more ; 
like the needle to the pole, this magic power readily at* 
tracted noble and kindred spirits from other lands than 
this, who at once rallied around this attractive standard 
of liberty for which they too with our fathers fought, and 
bled, and died. Our La Fayette will be for ever grate- 
fully remembered by every true-hearted American, as a 
most illustrious example of this. I dare not be guilty 
of the sacrilege of mutilating those ever memorable 
words, and will therefore give a principal extract of them 
entire, as we can hardly err in holding them up too fie* 
quently in this degenerate age. ** We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal ; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalien* 
able rights ; among these are life, liberty, and the pufw 
suit of happiness. That to secure these rights govem- 
nients are instituted among men, deriving their jusi 
powers from the consent of the governed* That wbee 

3 
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any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, 
and to institute new government; laying its foundations 
and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness,'' 
This quotation contains the main principles embraced 
in that imperishable and heaven-descended chart of hu* 
man rights. 

I shall hereader endeavour to show, by extracts from 
the slave laws and by well- founded arguments, that all 
these glorious principles which have so long been the 
boast and the just pride of all Americans, (save the poor 
coloured man,) and which in all countries have ever 
been the great fear of tyrants and the fond hope of the 
oppressed, are totally, shamelessly, and wickedly disre- 
garded in our treatment of one-sixth part of our entire 
population. I shall show that the slave laws do by no 
means regard the slave as being created equal with his 
master, possessing rights which are not to be '^ trans- 
ferred," or, as being at liberty to pursue his own happi- 
ness in his own way. I shall show, too, that the poor 
slave does in no manner, expressed or implied, give his 
assent to the cruel and iron laws which are made to 
govern him, but that they are all against his will, and 
directly opposed both to his temporal and eternal well- 
being. 

I have said in brief, that the principles of the Anti- 
Slavery Society are <hose contained in the Declaration 
of our Independence ; and the object of the Society, by 
a concentration of strictly constitutional and moral means 
only, by a public expression of their sentiments brought 
to bear upon the minds and consciences of all freemen 
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in our country, both slaveholders and non-slaveholders, 
is to resuscitate, cherish, and extend these principles 
universally and practically. Let these principles, which 
cbver the whole ground of civil liberty, triumph ; they 
would utterly abolish slavery from the abodes of man. 

That the irrstitution of slavery is legalized, and there- 
by attempted to be made respectable in some degree 
among men, in the eyes of Him who says, " thou shalt 
not oppress thy fellow," can be of no avail. Who 
has legalized it? Men might as well, upon the same 
principle, legalize any other system of abominations and 
wickedness, such as brothels, &c., upon the plausible 
and wicked pretext that they were making their victims 
no worse off, because they were "so poor that thciy 
could not take care of themselves." I know very well, 
that if bodies of men will utterly abandon all the self* 
evident principles of right, both natural and revealed, in 
the government of their conduct, set up the base and 
&llacious doctrine of " expediency," or that " might is 
right,^^ organize themselves into a banditti, and, in open 
defiance of God and man, make their own laws, they 
can pretend to regard them as respectable if they will. 
I suppose that even pirates upon the high seas, whose 
very trade is rapine and blood, endeavour to compli- 
ment themselves that they are the bravest and the most 
"chivalrous fellows" in the world. Indeed, boastiog 
is known to be a prominent characteristic among this 
class of outlaws. The more wicked the deed, the more 
self-complacency must be assumed to soothe that never- 
ceasing corroding of conscience, whenever the known 
laws of nature or of revelation are violated. 

But are not larger and more powerful communitiefl 
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of men accountable for their laws and their conduct^ in 
the same sense that bands of robbers and pirates arel 
And does not God, seeing not as men see, hold entire 
Bations accountable for their conduct and laws? If 
wicked and oppressive, does he not curse them? If 
righteous and just, does he not bless them? And while 
we should ever pray that the poor slave under his cruel 
chains may be patient and wait the appointed time of 
his deliverance, and that the hard heart of his oppressor 
should speedily relent that he would voluntarily " let the 
oppressed go free," nevertheless, the sentiment of the 
poet drawn from above will forever stand, that 

'' God hath judgement for the proud, 
And justice for th' oppresseiL" 

Says the great statesman, Jefferson, on the subject of 
American slavery, whose language has been so of^en 
quoted both by the divine and the politician, '' / tremble 
for my country, when 1 reflect that God is just,^^ 

It appears to be an essential part of the government 
of Heaven over us all, to hold an entire people account- 
able for the doings of their representatives. And do 
we not all at least tacitly give our assent to the correct- 
ness of this principle in governments, when we are al- 
ways ready to attaqh blame to any one who gives his 
suffrages, without due diligence to know whether it will 
tend to the public good ? And if, through ignorance or 
from whatever cause, laws shall be enacted which, in 
their practical bearing or operation, shall be found un- 
just and unequally oppressive upon one portion of com- 
munity, has not that same people who made such laws 
an undoubted right to unmake or repeal them ? Nayt 
, poro ; cannot that oppressed portion demand it to be 
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done without delay, a» a matter of justice and right? 
And ought not that people to he justly reproached with 
being guilty of manifest injustice and wrongs who should 
knowingly withhold this righty- and thereby compel a 
portion of the community to bear an unjost and an un- 
equal part of the common burden ; for is not all partial 
legislation justly regarded as odious and tyrannical] 
Do we not admit this principle^ in all its length and 
breadth, in our daily intercourse with our fellow-men ? 

We would take the high and holy ground, that all 
nations on earth not only have the right, but that they 
are under the highest possible moral obligation, when 
they find any of their laws wicked and oppressive, to 
exercise that right in repealing them, and in their stead 
to enact righteous and equal laws for all. But if we 
live under a government where State rights are so con- 
strued as to constitute the states so far independent 
sovereignties as to entirely paralize the constitutional 
power of the general government, then this so called 
republic or federal government virtually consists of 
twenty-six independent nations, and in this case the 
extreme of nullification ought to prevail. J^We know, 
however, that it is not so, either according to the spirit, or 
the plain letter of the constitution of these United States. 
But when the doctrine is set up and seriously defended, 
to accomplish mere party or political ends or. local ob- 
jects, by forever conniving at exclusive southern policy, 
that Congress has no constitutional right to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and in the territo- 
ries, and to regulate commerce between the States, and 
consequently to prohibit the interstate slave trade now 
QOOfttaotly carried on ; consistency blushes and takes 

3* 
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ber flight : for who does not know that Congress kus 
long since prohibited the foreign slave traffic?. And 
who ever doubted the constitutional jurisdiction of Qon« 
gross to do so? But when the abolishment of land as 
well as water traffic is called for, "Ah," cries the slave- 
holder and his abettor, '* this is unconstitutional !" When 
men set up such unfounded, unconstitutional pretensions 
for sinister ends, would not such men, under other, cir- 
cumstances, if found convenient, most likely claim that 
the general government possessed supreme and unli- 
mited control over all the parts of the republic ; and 
from the same interested motives, by inverting the prin- 
ciple, consolidate the whole into one ^^ snug monarchy V* 
History informs us, in many instances, that there have 
been men in the world who possessed this magic power 
of thus " playing witkkingdoms at their pleasure." We 
all hope better things ; but we also know that there is» 
at least, a possibility, nay more, a probability, of even 
all this coming to pass, and that, too, at no very distant 
day, unless the good people will look well to their own 
affairs, and not trust them too much to other and irre- 
sponsible hands. 

These remarks will for ever stand equally applicable 
to all men in power* Is it asked, are there no men of 
any political party or creed whatever to be entrusted 
with the high and sacred responsibilities of administer- 
ing government ? must universal distrust prevail ; and 
can there be no confidence reposed in man ? I answer^ 
tiiat a well-informed and virtuous people are the only 
fulers to be entrusted with a free government; and 
whenever the people do repose confidence in their ser- 
TEBtSt called rulers, it jskould ever be an intelligetiti 
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eidigfatened confideaee, not fouaded on party grounds, 
but on the broad patriotic principles of the highest and 
the universal good of their common country. 

Men who admtni&ter a free government by delegation 
from the people, as in the days of Washington, akotddf 
indeed, be so free from party spirit, so disinterested and 
patriotic, that they would at once command (as did the 
venerated father of our country,) the universal esteem 
and contidence of the whole commonwealth. 

But we must regard men of all parties, not so much 
in the moral light in which we sfundd be, as in the moral 
darkness in which we are — and ever bear in mind that 
immortal declaration, that *' liberty is the price of eter- 
nal vigilance." 

To say no more, that government by whomsoever ad- 
ministered, which enacts equal- and constitutional laws, 
and shall vindicate and sustain such laws most succesli- 
fully, as the guardians of all our rights and liberties, 
will most unquestionably deserve best of every enlight- 
ened and virtuous people, and share largest in their af- 
fection and confidence. 

Wherever in any country it has become no uncom- 
mon occurrence for wholesome and good laws to remain 
a dead letter upon the statute books of the land, unad- 
ministered, it has most invariably been found that the 
liberties of that people have been on the wane, for the 
very obvious reason that they had been retrograding, 
either in intelligence or virtue, or both, for, of course* 
public men in free representative governments, are in 
most instances but the legitimate, moral, and political 
ofispring of the people. The world is governed too 
muchy has first been the watchword of demagogues 
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seeking favour of the multitude ; then a loose, vicious^ 
and visionary idea of a licentious and dangerous liberty 
has prevailed — then an infatuated and an entire reck- 
lessness of disposition to throw off the most common 
restraints of a well jegulated civilized community — and 
finally, general anarchy and misrule — and to this suc- 
ceeding despotism has finished the dreadful climax of 
ruin. 

If we live under a government where it is neither ex- 
pedient nor safe to exercise its constitutional functions, 
then, indeed, it is a most fearful indication that we are 
already on the very eve of anarchy or revolution. But 
I am not yet prepared to believe this, for I trust it will 
yet be seen, that there is sufficient strength of virtue or 
moral power in the American people, nobly to uphold 
all the free institutions of their fathers, and to transmit 
them unimpaired to their children, with the high and 
sacred injunction, thus to hand them down to their latest 
posterity. 

When I despair of this hope I despair of the world. 

Still, we ought ever to remember that there is no in- 
herent strength in the mere abstract form of any govern- 
ment on earth, but that the strength of all humaQ govern- 
ments lies in the intelligence and virtue of .li)e people 
who are the administrators of the governtn^nt. But, 
even intelligence alone, at the expense of justice and 
virtue, has ever proved but a calamity to man. We 
must see this from the fact, that laws which are good in 
themselves, prove a mere nullity and lure but to ruin, 
whenever a people are too deficient in enlightened vir- 
tue, to demand an intelligent and proper administration 
of such laws for mutual safety, the establishment of 
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justice, and fi>r the general , well being of cominu* 
nity* 

Every government of men is intrin^allj strong or 
weak, in proportion as general intelligence and virtue 
among the people increases or diminishes. 

I had supposed I knew my fellow countrymen, and 
that nothing could induce them to surrender, or to de- 
mand of others a surrender of the freedom of opinion ; 
and I believe it will yet be seen that the American peo- 
ple were taken by surprise by an extraneous and decep- 
tive influence, when they seemed to look quietly on,'and 
witness the lawless outrages upon the sacred right of 
speech, and the freedom of the press, the very life- 
guards of liberty itself, and stood by and saw them al- 
most banished from the land, as though they were dan- 
gerous and obtrusive enemies, for the people soon dis- 
covered that it was their long tried' and faithful friends 
whom they had thus treated — their intelligent and vir- 
tuous sympathies are now interested, and they are there- 
fore forthwith hastening to their rescue. They begin 
to see that whatever loves the abodes of darkness and 
shrinks its hideous head from investigation and free, dis- 
cussion, they must forever regard as their mortal enemj, 
a kind of dark and concealed monster, ready, whenever 
an opportunity occurs, to strike the very vitals of the 
body politic with its poisonous and deadly fangs. 

Though the numerous, reckless, and lawless outrages 
committed of late upon the freedom of speech and the 
press in our beloved country, by the practical enemies 
of rational and constitutional liberty, which have been 
eagerly translated into every language, of Europe, and 
construed, to our sh^mei that our >country is in a state 
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of anarchy and dissolution, and exuldngly claimed by 
foreign monarchists and despots as an unanswerable 
argument against the experiment of free and self govern- 
ment by the people ; still let us trust and believe that an 
enlightened, virtuous, and patriotic people, as we hitherto 
have been considered to be by the nations of the earth, 
will yet resolve in the strength of the God of our fathers, 
and of our father's freedom, to continue free, and that we 
shall yet rise in the might of our moral power, wipe away 
the reproach, and nobly redeem our national character 
' from the otherwise eternal disgrace before the whole 
world. But this never will be done unless universal 
rational liberty to all in our land, whom God made free, 
be destined nobly to triumph. 

A late European writer, addressing an American, 
flwtys, "The circumstances of the tragical and una- 
venged death of Lovejoy, will shock the moral sense of 
all Europe ;" and adds, " that the civil and religious 
liberty of the human race will essentially suffer, if such 
deeds much longer continue to be perpetrated in Ame- 
rica with impunity.'* 

The freedom of speech, and the liberty of the press, 
must be fully and rightly understood, and duly appreci- 
ated by every people who would be free, and long retain 
their freedom. 

The very fact, that the American constitution guaran- 
tees protection to each and to every citizen, while in the 
lawful exercise of these rights, at once pre-supposes 
that a variety of conflicting opinions and interests would 
oflen exist, wherein the majority from that naturat love 
of unlimited and uninterrupted power might as oAen be 
tempted to suppress the sentiments of the minority, if not 
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strongly constitiitionldlj guarded in the ni6st explicit 
manner. Wherein would have been the propriety of the 
constitution, so cautiously and so amply protecting, so 
far as the strongest and the most explicit language can 
do it, all the citizens of the United States, in the full 
exercise of these iqalienable and fundamental rights, if 
those noble, patriotic, and long-sighted framers of the 
constitution had not wisely and sagaciously foreseen, that 
even an individual for himself, or for his country, might 
oflen have occasion to contend earnestly and manfully 
for a time, single-handed perchance, in vindication of his 
opinions, against a surrounding multitude of his fellow 
citizens, who might perhaps honestly, but erroneously, 
differ with him in opinion 1 

The man, then, who presumes to intimate that because 
a particular community may be opposed awhile to certain 
opinions, that that community have a right, therefore, by 
mob law, or by any other Jaw, (which of course must be 
unconstitutional and an abridgement of the inalienable, 
rights of man,) to forcibly suppress the discussion 
and the constitutional promulgation of those opinions, 
most assuredly, not only intimates that he is wiser 
than the immortal framers of the constitution, that only, 
chart of American liberties, but he is also encouraging 
the prevalence of a doctrine fraught with iminent danger 
to the constitution itself, and consequently to his own 
and to his country's freedom and justly entailing upon 
himself the well merited imprecations of all posterity. 
We have recently heard, with much pain, the names. 

of our venerated, fathers, in their act of throwing the. 

obnoxious tea overbqard, prt^anely coupled with the late 

Alton mobocrats th^t murdered Lovejoy* The com*. 
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parison \a both Mse and impious^ Wendell PhillipSt 
Esqr., at a late meeting in Faneuil Hall in Boston, in 
an able speech in defence of the constitutional principles 
and guaranties of the freedom of speech and the liberty 
of the press, by way of repelling the nmperingy coward- 
ly, and dangerous doctrine, that it is ** imprudent " fbr a 
freeman, an American citizen, to stand up at all times,-and 
in all places^ to defend his constitutional rights, when dis- 
puted — said to his vast audience : (to which he found 
a hearty response) ** imagine yourselves present when 
the first news of Bunker Hill battle reaphed^a New- 
England town. The tale" said he, " would have run thus : 
• The Patriots are routed ; the troops victorious ; War- 
ren lies dead on the field.' With whaV scorn," the 
speaker continued, (which elicited tremendouls applause 
throughout that spacious Hall, so long consecrated to 
liberty,) " would that tory have been received, who 
should have charged Warren with imprudence ; who 
should have said, that he was out of place in that battle ; 
that he died as the '' fool dieth ?" 

" How," exclaimed this eloquent speaker, " would 
the intimation have been received, that Warren and his 
associates should have waited a better time 1 

*' But if success," said he, " be indeed the only crite- 
rion of principle and prudence, " recipe finemj^* wait tUl 
die end." 

When the right itself of the freedom of speech and 
the liberty of the press shall in any manner be assailedf 
it is not only the constitutional privilege of every man, 
most resolutely and vigorously to oppose the rude and 
treasonable assault, but, it then especially becomes at 
once his highest and most indispensable duty, as a good 
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imminent hazard, if necoAiaty, of ever|r thing ebe winch 
he: holds dear, and which this right, and this alone, can 
protect for himself, for fats fireside^ and for his country. 

This all-important discrimination should then be ex* 
<arcised; that is, that it is not, as some would seem to' 
suppose, some of the brancheSy merely^ of the treeef- 
liberty, which are thus profanely attempted to be lopped^ 
off by a treasonable hand, but that the axe that moment 
is being laid attbe very root of the tree itsdf. The most 
obscure, or the most unpopular indivtdii^l in commun- 
ity, stands most in need of the lawful and constitutional ' 
protection of all his rights. History and biography ' 
have most abundantly shown us, that many new sy's-' 
tems and new theories, which obscure and unpopular 
persons have introduced, and for which they have been ' 
persecuted, imprisoned, and often put to death, have 
subsequently proved to be of immense value to the 
whole world of mankind. Did time and space permit, ' 
it would truly be a most delightful employment to cite ' 
numerous and striking examples of this kind, both for ' 
the rebuke and for the gratitude of man. We isee here ' 
a reason .the most obvious, why truly free governments ' 
give rise to far more numerous and important discove- 
ries and improvements, than absolute governments. 

Our great constitutional safeguards and precautions" 
show most clearly, that those wise and ever-to-be-re- - 
membered sages, from whose magnanimous minds they * 
emanated, well understood what they were doing ; andV' 
so far as they could do it by constitutional provisions, 
were determined to guard and perpetuate the liberties' 
of the American people^ so long as they should desert^' 
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ib0m$ or, ia oAw laa^ase«.8o Icng w ibey 
vrfBcient ioteliigseiioe toundentandv and saffieient nvtti0 
la insist, to tho yery Isstf on the full eojoymeBt of alt 
those rightSr. so faithfully constitutioDaDy transmitted 19 
Ibexn by their fathers. How devoutly,' thenv is it to be 
desired* that the wfadb American people should be intel* 
Kgent and virtuous^ Indeedythe hope is visionary^ for 
any. people to think of long maintaining litde else than 
the mere abstract fbnSi of a free goTemment, short of 
this. But we sometimes hear of prodigal sons* who 
have proved r^fieant to ail the counsel and inheritance 
of the best of (bfters, and have ** straightway spent their 
substance in riotous living." Shall it* indeed, be so with 
us as a nation 1 

Butt afVsr all that the combined wisdom of sages can 
do» by way of constitutional provisions, there can be no 
such thing as getting along ** comfortably in life," or of 
long sustaining a free government, unless in addition to 
intelligence, the people, who in all republics must be 
sovereign, will cheerfully and magnanimously exercise 
that wholesome and rational spirit of mutual forbearance, 
and. will most cordially extend to their neighbours the un- 
abridged and peaceful enjoyment of these inborn or in- 
alienable rights and immunities, which we are all so 
ready to claim for ourselves. This would, indeed, be 
acting upon that great constitutional, as well as revealed 
golden rule, which is the very foundation of all other 
rules of right, in heaven or earth, and of all just gov* 
enunent among men. 

Destroy the foundation, iknd the whole superstructure 
at once falls to the ground. So we must see the ** con* 
elusion of the whole matter" to be, that oinr boasted 



tfitteinstitotioiiB, wiU Hot, tttj^ ctntiotlit smflaiiiieA, ^nlj 
bf hMUfsause and seond and tigid wtue, ki 4tkt eklM^ 
ciae of a keattfafal Catholic Bpirit ammig the great body 
•of ^e ^* soverei^ people*.** Who wM contrilmte hi ftitB 
way to the safety and the welfare of hie country, and t6 
4ikm wide exteoaion of rational liberty and bappmeea 
«nong dl the member of the one great family of n««^ 
. Having made these few brief remarks of what I con- 
sidered the plain, and as one would very naturally 
tiiink, the indisputable construction of the American 
constitution, in relation to the freedoi||^ speech, and 
tbeHberty of the press, yen will now auow me to pass 
on to say, that it does appear to me, aside from alf po- 
litical or party influence, that there can be but bne opin- 
Mil on the subject of Congress possessing undoubted 
poww, as the plain letter and spirit of the constitution 
nouD are, to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and in all the territories of the United States, and also 
of prohibiting' the inter-state slave traffick, under the con- 
stitutional provision, that it should be the duty and the 
bnsiness of the American Congress, to regulate all com* 
inercial transactions between the States. Slaves are 
well known to be claimed, and in all respects conskler- 
ed and treated, by those who tyrannically assume to owik 
them, as articles of commerce merely. 

This^ of itself, admitting no new slave-markets, would 
soon do away the great curse of slavery in our whoM 
nation : and the slaveholders know it, which accounts 
for their extreme sensitiveness whenever this subject is 
touched ; and for their determined effort to prevent, if 
possible, even the very first approaches to a fair cdnsti^ 
tatio0al investigation of the matter. 
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Tbisy however, only excites the jeriousy, anci Av 
jtill further inquiry of every rationaU intelligeiit« and ink 
dependent freeman. The slaveholder well knows that 
the abolitionist has planted his foot upon the constitiN 
,tional and moral power of the nation^ and he alternately 
frowns and trembles. You touch the District of Colull^- 
hia, and you at once touch the common idol of all Ameri" 
con slaveholders. They talk about its being an ***eirter- 
ing wedge ;" but if constitutionaly what have entering 
wedgeea to do with the subject? Indeedr^none of the 
numerous constitutional cords which bind us together as 
a people, should, for a moment, be suffered to be severed 
or relaxed^ by dieever treacherous hand of '^expediency.^ 
But some of our time-serving politicians are all for the 
constitution, when it suits their purposes, and when not, 
they are all for *' expediency." Abolitionists consider 
it both their moral and constitational privilege, and their 
boundan duty,, to say to slavehc^ders, and to the world, 
in plain democratic as well as Christian language, (that 
is, by calling things by their right names,) that they con^ 
aider slaveholding a heinous sin*— a great moral and 
political outrage upon the inalienable rights of man, and 
our great reproach as a people,, before heaven> and before 
the nations of the earth ; which ought at once to be re* 
pented of, and put away from us forever. But while 
they do this, they are also among the first and the most 
uncompromising advocates for the maintenance of the 
constitution, and the laws of the laiid ; and ask nothing 
of Congress but the most clearly constitutional action* 
on the subject of slavery. But they do fearlessly de« 
mand of Congress, as did Franklin, Jay, and all .their 
noble associates, to stop out to the ^ uimoit vvg^ ^ itte 
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tmuiikiU^^^ «» this great and sacMdfltibj^t of Imnnrti 
Itbei^ and the only salvalioa ot our oountry. 

Tor bold the slaves as $ervani9 aka[Af^ in tbeit rasfM<^ 
tiivo alave-states^ the aktvdnoldera reganJUtxmiparati^elyy 
an unimpavtaDt object* 

- BHt to rear human bctdies and souk to drWe to tlie ftur 
South, and southwestern markets, Alabamae, Misaousiiy 
Arkansas, (Texas micovert prospect,) &c«^ is what thejr 
are most unwilling to relinquish. If they did not thmk 
this *^ entering wedge^^ would soon enUr Ma ihU nefwr^ 
4IU9 busineasj ihe^ would net be so fdarmed ai tft Htadj^ 
bvi 9ure approach* 

This vast and horrible feature of American slavery, Ifae 
nation (to its shame be it spoken,) has hitherto not roerelif 
basely <o/«raied,^but greatly encouraged it also by ihd adlti- 
&U1 of seven ^ve states, while tkeforeigf^ traffic it ha$ 
long mnce^veryjustiyetaanped aspiraey. To wiiat does all 
diis amount, but holding out to the whole woiid the bnoad 
blackmark of our deep national hypocrii^ ? Who'does n^ 
kflew,also, that the enhancement of the valn^e of domestie 
skives, had much to do in this hypocritical prohibitieniof 
JMreign slaves? The: conspicuous part which aonie 
leading Amencan domestic slave traffickers' took i»fhe 
matter, shows but too clearly whence: it origiaatedi 
The world has. allowed us no national philanthropy in^i^ 
diis^ because our subsequent national acts, in eonstantlf 
anneangnew slave states, and all die while selling our 
fidlow-countryjuen like beasts of burdenvby tens^nay^ by 
hundreds of thousands^ have been so giarisgly absntti 
and contradictoiy. Soutiiem pditiciana and ambitioiMi 
demagogues, aie still more unwilling^ than slHi^ 
*igiewevaV and. siavo-traffiekefs are, to velinqoish' di# 
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^institutioa'' of slsveiy, from the faet, tliat thejr ontlteiC 
a vast and unequal engine of political power orer the 
free states, which I wiH hereafter show by ao exhibition 
.of the comparative scales of representatioo« as exbibiteil 
in a late able address of Myron Holley, Esq. 

As we sometimes find it from a great variety of the 
same article, at once to make oar selection, t^ii is witii 
tibis most prolific subject. From ite vastness, and from 
lis various and tremendous bearings upon the positive 
and relative interests of all concerned, h is truly difficult 
to condense into a sraoH compass, in a short space of 
time, sufficient matter to do any thing like justice to the 
Bumerous topics and considerations connected with the 
all-absorbing subjects of Americaii Slavery and Americaa 
Liberty. I shiJl therefore endeavour, as well as I can, 
in the limited space which I have alloifed myself, princi- 
pally to reply very brieBy, to some of the most popular 
and prevailing objections to the free discussion of slavery, 
and to immediate and unconditional emancipation, with- 
out expatriation of all who are innocently in a cruel and 
wicked bondage ; and also to attempt to illustrate the 
constitutional principles of the right of speech, petition, 
and the liberty of the press. In the remarks which I 
may make, I shidl consider myself warranted in contem- 
plating every opposer to the most free and unreserved 
^liecussion, in all places, of the whole subject of slavery, 
•8 being entirely identified with the most direct opposer 
of the anti-slavery cause itself; and either designedly or 
virtually, throwing his influence in favour of the perpetu- 
ation of slavery; for, how much soever some may teH 
us. they are great advocates for free discussion, I have 
fiMindt after aU» that some of these great advocates -for 
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free ioquiry and investigatioDt make a kind of mental 
reservation in this matter, and really mean those sub* 
jects only which may happen to coincide with their own 
peculiar notions, interests, or convenience ; and that, if 
they do not at once manifest symptoms of applying the 
gag-law by brute force, they will at least look askance 
at every jnan who attempts the discussion of any other 
subject, or in any other manner than that which these 
" privileged gentlemen" shall condescend to dictate to 
independent American citizens. It is yet hopeful, that 
the people in their might and *' sovereign capacity," will 
signally rebuke such petty tyrants in disguise^ 
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SECTION I. 

*' I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY AT THE 
NORTHy BECAUSE WE ARE MEDDLING WOm THAT 
WHICH IS * NONE OF OUR BUSINESS,' FOR IT IS UN- 
CONSTITUTIONAL.*' 

This objector meets the friends of the oppressed, and 
the friends of the constitution and the laws, on the very 
ihreshhold, and most rudely accosts them, *^wter not 
into this temfte of slavery, for it is holy and forbidden 
ground," a ** patriarchal or domestic institution," long 

.sanctioned by the naagaa ofjwnkipd, «nd cnnfirmod 1^ 

the constitulioD of the government of the country* 
The man who takes this position, vtrtua^fr enters his 
veto upon all anti-^slavery proceedings of every kind. 
Colonization, as well as abolition, for surely, if I have a 
right to discuss slavery in one way, I have an equal 
right to discuss it in another. Mr. Preston, though a 
slaveholding senator, faithfully and solemnly warned 
Mr. Calhoun of the inextricable and endless difficulty 
into which he (Mr. Calhoun,) was involving the enlife 
slaveholding interest, by his introducing and inviting dl^ * 
cussion upon one side, to effect the passagertf tyrannical 
resolutions. 

Mr. Preston not being quite so ^* fanatical and de- 
nuneialory^^ as Mr. Calhoun, saw the result more 
clearly. But in spite of all the advice of cooler heads, 
with the same kind of tyrannical, headstrong reckless* 
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aesSy as in his nullification mania^ when it required 
President Jackson, with all his firmness and executive 
power to ''veto" him; he has occupied much time in 
eulogizing slavery as the '' beti basis of freedom^** before 
the nation and the world, much to our shame as a people, 
claiming to have presented to the world a perfect model 
of a free government. On this subject, (slavery,) he was 
the great man of the Senate, of 1838, and was per- 
mitted to go his own length, and he finally made out 
one of the most abominable, tyrannical, and grinding 
systems of oppression and bon^ge, that ev«r cursed the 
earth, to be the very basis o^all free iastitutions, and 
the only, .system that can maintain our government by 
bripging capital, as he says, in e&ct, to hear hard upon 
the.necks of the labouring class of the whole country t to 
jUifickihem to know H their places'' — keep on at woik 
^^vpir^bserve profound silence, and look up to slaveholdeis 
md iynuUtfbr instruction and favour ; when these task- 
master? of the labouring class see fit, in their most 
gracious condescension) to listen to their humble prayers, 
or to notice their respectful petitions. I will here quote 
a few of this gentleman's own sentiments, in his owa 
language, which indeed are now rapidly being adopted 
as the political creed of slaveholders at the South, and 
ijifgk aristocratic abettors at the North, whether pc^iti* 
t^ ecclesiastical) or otherwise, under the wonderfully 
patriotic, b^i subtle and dangerous pretext of ^ preserv«> 
ing the Union." First, says Mr. Calhoun, this woukir 
be monarch of nullification memory, ** J regard skne^^ 
a$ the most safe and stable basis of free institutions m the 
toprM.'^ Second, '' It is impossible, with us (at the 
Seutbi) thai the conflict can take place batweea labour 
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anrf tfapiidl^ which tnakeiis it so diAeult to e&tahlifih and 
maintain free institutions in all wealthy and highly civil- 
ized, nations, where such institutions as ours, (slavery) 
do not exist ^^ that is to say, as I clearly understlUid the 
gentleman, to hint, that it is so very difficult to maintain 
free governments, short of the capitalists reducing ^e 
entire labouring class of the country to absolute slavery, 
it is of no earthly use to try the experiment any longer, 
but abandon this puerile mode of self-government by the 
people, and do the whole business up at once, in the 
true autocratic style, that tyrants, at least, may then 
have freedom enough. Again, says this slaveholding 
monarch, on his fancied iron throne, while passing his 
enraptured encomiums upon southern institutions, (slave 
labour) as being far superior to northern ones, (free- 
labour) ^* hence the harmony, the union, and stabiUin^ 
of that section, (the South) which is rarely disturbetf", * 
except through the action of this government.'^ Who 
supposes, Mr. Calhoun, that the poor serfs of Russia, 
loaded down with their heavy chains, would very often 
disturb the government of the great Czar, with the 
capital, the persons, and the lives of his vassal subjects in 
his <9wu hands? This is precisely the doctrine held 
forth by the Senate of the United States in 1839, with' 
Mr. Calhoun at its head, for American citizens to em- 
brace. But it would be the embrace of death to all their 
liberties. Our fathers felt that resistance to tyrants was 
obedience to God. 

Could there be a true son of one of the fathers of ^^ 
whoise cheek does not crimson with shame, when he heart 
of such sentiments being so soon boldly advanced in the 
senate chamber of this nation ; we should almost think 
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thai dishonoured sire, would rise from his tomb to rebuke* 
or disown his degenerate and recreant ofispring ! 

Again, here is another sentiment from the same 
quarter, and of a like character with the others ; and if 
there can be a free labouring man in this whole ynion, . 
who is yet allowed to read, to think, and to speak, who 
does not sensibly feel what it means, it may next be in- 
delibly imprinted into HIS understanding or his children^ 
by the slaveholder's manacles and chains, and by the 
taskmaster's bloody lash! *' It (slavery,) makes that- 
section, (the South,) the balance of the system, (our 
government) the great conservative power which pre- 
vents other portions, (the free-labour states,) lessfortu^ 
nately consiiiuiedf from running inio^confiicU .In this 
tendency to conflict in the North, between labour and 
capital, (says this same slaveholding republican^) which 
is constantly on the increase, the weight o? the South 
has, and will ever be found, on the ctmatrvativt side. 
This, says Mr. Calhoun, «« is our true national poaitionJ^ 
Very true, most noble senator ; there are quite a number 
of sound-headed^ hard-labouring Yankees of injiexihU 
principles^ who have for sometime past, seen and 
deeply deplored " our true national position^^^ as hairing 
already enslaved and ground down to the earth, the 
labouring population of one portion of our Union, and 
now making most rapid strides upon the other. This 
same man and his associates, through senatorial resolu- 
tions and speeches have very artfully invited all the 
aristocratic influence of all parties, in church and in 
state, at the North, the £ast, and the West, to join with, 
the united slaveholding influence of the South, to trans- 
form the more *' unfortunate^ restless^ and trouhUsomt^^ 
free-labour institutions of the free states, into the more 
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foHunah^ quid^ and le$8 hmAlesmiM akve-hboar insti* 
tudoin at the South* 

The brief Eaglbh of it all is, Aat the slaveholding 
politicians of the entire South have said (through Cal- 
houn's and Patton's reeoluttons and their late senatorial 
argument) to all the northern aristocrats who will prove 
recreant to all northern interests and their boasted 
Jefiforsonian democratic principles of equal rights, and 
help us enslave northern freemen, before northern free- 
men free our more **fartuinQie And quiei Blaiees^^ we 
southern slaveholders, and you northern aristocrats, will 
then share all the hlaeh and white ** bleached or mibleach^ 
ed^^ spoils of the vanquished between us in common 
stock, and revel in our affluence of unrequited toil to our 
heart's content, ** until our eyes stand out with fatnesi.^ 

The late alarming congressional vote and arguments 
on this subject most cleariy show that we have indeed 
aristocrats at the north with their eyes wide open, who 
from unhallowed interest and prejudice, and from that 
same slaveholding spirit and boundless ambition of 
holding unconditional dominion over the entire labouring 
population of the whole country, are already prepared 
delflterately to enter into this proposed subtle conspiracy 
against theliberties of the people, and forthwith to chris- 
ten the conspiracy by the name " enlarged ptUriotism** 
or ** great love of Union." But if I have not hitherto 
much mistaken the character of the great body of the 
American people, and especially of the more sound in 
principle and hardy labouring class ; if this most insulting 
doctrine can only be got fairly before them m due time, 
Ihey will *^blow it^ fiirther than ever a slaveholder 
ffureatened of ^ blowing Hu Unions" if a fireenien dared 
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to say a word against slavery. The independent yeo^ 
manry of a free country are too much accustomed to hard 
voluntary service, to be fiightened out of their rights 
when they clearly understand them. Their general 
motto is ^* io ask for nothing but what is rightf and 
submit to nothing wrong.^^ But like all others^ they are 
sometimes liable by various forestalling and controlling 
influences to misunderstand their own most sacred rights. 
In addition to all this, and much more that might be 
cited from the same source, we have of late had abun- 
dance of irresistible official testimony from the highest 
functionaries of the slaveholding states and from all the 
leading slaveholding politicians, regardless of party, 
(other than a slavery party deceptively called a Union 
party) that however high and ** chivalrous " southern 
professions may be, th^t their sentiments as well aa their 
practices are any thing but republican, and also that the 
proximity of such sentiments have been contaminating 
to free principles ; while slaveholding politicians by the 
aid of sonie recreant northern ones have already wrested 
from nothern citizens of this Union their sacred guaran 
tied right of petition, and are still demanding in clamor- 
ous tones that they surrender up to slaveholding ppwer 
.their right of speech, and their right to travel peaceably 
at the south, if known to hold sentiments unfavourable to 
slavery ; — these same slaveholding politicians are con- 
stantly discussing and portraying to the utmost of their 
abilities, the beauties and advantages of the slave govern- 
ment for all the ** labouring class " over all other govem- 
.ments in the world. It renders this kind of government, 
they say, so «' safe, so quiet, so peaceable," and so free. 
[WJien.slaveholders speak of slavery being the best.basis 
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of freedom, they unquestionably must mean, that the 
ftU) have an unlimiitd and an uninterrupted freedom to 
do just as they |>/ea«e oyer the many, A very few out 
of the volumes of these slaveholding sentiments I wiU 
here cite from authentic documents. 

** Governor Swain of North Carolina says, '^ the cha- 
racier of slavery is not to be discusaed.^^ He further 
says, *^ we have an indubitable right to demand the free 
states to suppress such discussions totallyand promptly.'' 

Governor Lynch (a significant name) of Mississippi, 
holds the same despotic sentiments with Governor Swain; 
and adds,'that '* necessity will sometimes prompt a nmi- 
mary mode of trial and punishment unknown to the lawJ^ 

Governor Lumpkin of Georgia in his inessage to the 
Legislature denies the right to discuss the question of 
slavery. He says, ^' the weapons of reason and argu- 
ment are insufficient to put down the discussion ; we can 
therefore hear no argument upon the subject, (slavery) 
for our opinions are unalterably fixed." 

Governor Tazewell of Virginia holds the same des- 
potic language, and adds, ** we have a perfect right to 
require all the free states to adopt prompt and efficient 
means to suppress all associations for the discussion of 
the subject (slavery.) 

Duff Green, a leading pro-slavery editor, says, that 
** slavery must not be discussed ;" and adds, ** it will not 
bear discussion." An honest admission ! ! 1 But still 
^e ** domestic institution " is profanely hallowed as the 
best in the world. Put this and thai together, they make 
t^ amount of the slaveholder's logic. 

Governor Mc Duffie of South Carolina, in his mes- 
sage to the Legislature, denies the right of discussing 
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die question <^ slavery m the geninae chivalrous lynch- 
ing, slaveholdingy despotic spiritt when he says, ^ I 
would have those who oppose slavery, if caught witbip 
our Jiirisdiction, '*put to death without benefit of cler- 
gy ;"^ and calls upon the north to promptly and effectually 
suppress all discussion on the subject. This is the 
^ gentleman " who predicted the total enslavement of 
northern freemen in 25 years.^ — He put the time too 
long, unless the north awake odt of sleep. 

Mr. Pinkney, in his speech in Congress in 1836, when 
speaking of northern people who felt disposed to discuss 
the question of slaveryt says, ^^put lAem down by legUla* 

Mr. CalhouB,^ in his despotic mstil report, submitted to 
the Senate of the United States in 1836, expresses the 
sanguine hope that the free states '^ will be prompt to 
suppress the discussion of slavery." 

In his famous slaveholding resolutions, in the Senate 
in 1838, he exhibited the same anti-liberty spirit, and 
makes the same arrogant and unconstitutional demand 
of the free states. 

Here again we have the slaveholder's kind of repub* 
licanism unmasked by Mr. Leigh, in a speech in the 
Virginia convention of 1829. There must be (says this 
great republican slaveholder) some peasantry, and as 
the country fills up, there must be more — that is, men 
who tend the herds, and dig the soil, who have neither 
real nor personal capital of their own, and who earn 
their daily bread from the sweat of their brows. I ask 
gentlemen to say, (continues this chivalrous republi- 
can) whether they believe that those who depend, on 
their daily labour for subsistence, can or do, ever en- 
ter into political affairs'? They never do, he continues. 
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never mi/, never can.^^ Te hardy and intelligent sons 
of northern freemeD, can ye hrook such an insult? 

Professor Dew of William and Mary college in Yir- 
ginia, shows how the spirit of slavery in his heart has 
taught him to despise the manual labourer, and the poor 
man. 

He says, '' political power at the south (where pos- 
session of property is one of the qualifications of voting) 
is thus taken from the hands of those who might abuse ii^ 
and placed in the hands of those who are most interes- 
ted in its judicious exercise*. How can he gei wisdom (in- 
quires this learned slaveholding professor) that holdeth 
ihe plough^ that glorieth in the g-ocMi, that driveth oxen^ and 
is occupied in labours, and whose talk is of bullocks ? 
This same slaveholding professor continues — '^the 
day will come when the whole confederacy will regard 
it (slavery) as the sheet anchor of our liberties." He 
also, said '* that expediency, morality, and religion, alike 
demand the continuance of slavery." We are proud to 
say to this ostentatiously literary slaveholder, that we 
have thousands of freemen in the free states^ who, like 
Washington and a host of others, delight to labour with 
their own hands, whose knowledge of their country and 
their government would not suffer by comparison with' 
his whose talk is of verbs and adverbs, of hie, hsBc, hoc, 
&c. and of selling and goading men like bullocks. 

We have another fine specimen of slaveholding re- 
publicanism from a late speech of Mr. Pickens of South 
Carolina. Says this slaveholding ^* gentleman," (who 
buys and sells men like cattle,) *'I lay down this pro- 
position as universally true, that there is not, nor never 

was, a society organized under one political system for 
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a period long enough to constitute an era, where one 
class would not practically and substantiailly own another 
dass." For this yery reason all freemen must resist 
the odious and tyrannical doctrine, as for their lives, if 
they mean long to be freemen indeed*" 

Says this " gentleman," (whose very trade is to press 
men dotvn^) ** aacieiy has not yei been pressed dmvninio 
its classifications. *AU society setUes down into a classic 
fication of capitalists and labourers ; the former wiU ovm 
the lattery" says this southern man-buying, man-owning, 
man selling, and man-chaining '^gentleman." Free- 
men, look at the true slaveholding doctrine in ^1 its 
abhorrent, odious, and naked deformity ! ! 

Rev. William S, Plumer, a slaveholding divine of 
Virginia, with his right-hand man. Rev. R. J. Brecken- 
ridge, (who says he is a *' gentleman " and a *' Kentuch' 
ian ") is now sanctimoniously engaged in carrying on a 
pro slavery purifying process in the Presbyterian churchy 
to cleanse her from all anti-slavery pollution, to pres^ 
her with white robes without spot or blemish. The 
same distinguished southern professed minister of the 
gospel, with reputed eminent slaveholding piety, said, 
doubtless with a true chivalrous spirit) *' let them (the 
abolitionists) understand that they unU be caught if they 
come among us." I envy' not the northern man hi^ 
feelings or his present or future honour who can smile, 
Q];be secretly gratified at the existence of such doctrine 
in any part of our land, and more especially at its 
haughty demand, and constant aggressions upon north- 
ern liberties, upon the captivating but most delusive and 
dangerous pretext of preserving the Union. 

Should the northern people tamely submit to this geop 
uine autocratic doctrine, it might indeed ** preserve the 
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Union ^' in a^ strong chains, and in the same sense* that 
the poor slaves are now preserved. But the same act 
that should thus ** preserve the Union " would also sign 
the death-warrant of our own and our children's liher- 
ties, as well as to make a dreadful end to the liherties of 
the whole nation, except the very few, who would indeed 
enjoj their liberty as they could wish, in revelling in the 
full fruition of the unrequited toils of the great mass of 
the vanquished in degraded submission at the footstool 
of despotic power. 

The man who says slaveholders, aristocrats, coloni- 
zationists, and all who are hostile to free principles, 
may, to any extent, in Congress and out of Congress, 
commend and eulogize slavery, but that the true and 
genuine friends of constitutional freedom must ^^handi 
offi" is only saying. Stand by, publican, for I am hoHer 
than thou ! This noble and liberal-minded objector to 
anti-slavery discussions, to be at all consistent with him- 
self, should at once serve an injunction upon all agita* 
t<»rs of the subject (according to Patton's resolution) in 
any form or manner, under any circumstances what- 
ever, and make it an offence against the state, worthy 
of pains, and penalties, and death ! I Still he is loud in 
telling you he is greatly in favour of free discussion* 
Who would thank one to solicit him freely to discuss a 
given subject, and then attempt to tie his hands by such 
fidiculous, not to say tyrannical, resolutions as Cal- 
houn's late famous senatorial ones for slaveholders and 
their abettors, in their attempt to call to their aid the 
constitution of the United States to take from the people 
the right of speech, petition, and liberty of the press, 
upon the wonderful pretext that slavery and the Union 
eould be sustained in no otiber way ! I From the amount 
of time which this great organ of slaveholders and theis 
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northern abettors has consumed in the late Senate, upon 
eulogizing slave government and stigmatizing free go- 
vernment, it would really seem that he regards himself 
as a greatly privileged being, that he alone has the only 
right to propose all questions and then to discuss them, 
or rather to eulogize his own favourite schemes in his 
own despotic and capricious way. The gentleman re- 
minds one of the long-billed stork, so very politely in- 
viting her neighbour fox to dine with her, and to help 
himself nlost freely to whatever he liked best out of her 
long-necked bottle. This trick has ever been charac- 
teristic of tyrants in the world. 

To the shame of human nature, there are also some 
such specious advocates for free discussion as Mr.* 
Lumpkin of Georgia, a slaveholder, who recently said 
in the Senate of the United States, in the very midst of 
his tyrannical effort to pass gag-law resolutions for the 
people, that " he did not desire to stifle the voice of the 
people. He was willing that they should be heard ! ! 
But the states that had these institutions (man-holding 
and man-selling) would provide for their own protec-- 
tion, and those who spoke against them would do well 
to keep out of their bounds^ or they would punish themJ*^ 
Keep dark, ye " deugh faces^^^ or never venture to be 
seen in the southern portion of your own country. 
Now, citizens of our common country, who tamely re- 
ceive such doctrine as this from any part of this whole 
land, purchased by the common toils and the best blood 
of their fathers, and over which the broad and sacred 
shield of the American constitution is thrown, I cannot 
but look upon as American citizens ignobly submitting 
themselves to voluntary degradation, very far beneath 
thciir constitutional rights, dignity, or safety. 
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The southern people travel at the north, and speak 
of northern institutions in just such terms, and express 
just such opinions, favourable or unfavourable, concern- 
ing them, as they choose to do, and no one attempts* 
neither should they attempt, to abridge their liberty of 
speech, or suppress their freedom of opinion, for they 
are American citizens, still under the gratefully waving 
banner of the American constitution. It is true that* 
in the course of this free constitutional intercourse of 
southern people at the north, numerous instances might 
be cited wherein they have disseminated principles alto- 
gether prejudicial to, and often in utter contempt off 
free labour institutions ; but we have not, neither should 
we have, any idea of lynching, whipping, or imprison- 
ing them for the mere exercise of this safe and salutaiy 
constitutional right. We only ask the same equal right 
to be constitutionally reciprocated. And short of this 
our government cannot long stand a free government 
Indeed, where this mutual and constitutional toleration 
and protection are not cordially extended, it is no longer 
a free government. It is free but in one portion of the 
country over which the government extends, but a6«o- 
lute and despotic in the other. 

I have yet to learn that southern institutions are any 
more " delicate," or any dearer to southern people, than 
northern institutions are to northern people ; or that the 
southern portion of our common country has guarantied 
to it, by Uie American constitution, any exclusive privi- 
leges of the freedom of speech, right of petition, or 
liberty of the press, — all its outrages upon, or viola- 
tions of, our sacred constitution to the contrary notwith* 
standing. 
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It is amusing to hear southern politicians sometimes 
proclaim, that if northern citizens do not desist from 
dieir investigations of the great principles of civil liber- 
ty, they, in return, will preach up what they call insur- 
rection to northern jfree labourers; little knowing that 
the glory and the boast of the north is, that its free 
labour strength is the very " fcocA? Bone " of the whole 
country. This is, as would be, for the mere extremities 
of the mammoth to preach the doctrine of revolt to the 
body. This mode of attack, however, I believe, is now 
nearly abandoned as a hopeless .one, and the ^* modus 
operandi " entirely reversed. 

The favourite scheme for slaveholding politicians 
now is, to devise ways and means for the monied, poli- 
tical, and ecclesiastical aristocracies of the north to 
blind, entrap, ensnare, and finally enslave^ the entire 
labouring population of the now called free states. 
Northern aristocrats, from the stripling to the sage in 
years, have entered this southern high school, and are 
taking lessons in the great principles of despotism, and 
making fine progress. In this school, whose professors 
must all be either political or ecclesiastical slaveholders^ 
the freshman, sophomore, and junior classes, while they 
learn how to speak of "mggcra" and *^ amalgamation," 
must also learn to portray the beauties and advantages 
of the tJnion in terms so captivating, and in colours so 
glowing, if possible, that the labourer of giant strength 
will even submit to be shorn of his locks and become a 
child, and even a slave in chains, for the sake of gazing 
at a fabric so splendid. Grave and reverend seniors, 
both political and ecclesiastical, have degrees conferred 
upon them in this southern school of political despot- 
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ism, whenever, in addition to understanding the lessons 
of their juniors, they can either .maintain a dignified si- 
lence, or, the one talk of the quietude of southern insti- 
tutions, and of** slavery being the best bcuia offreedom^^^ 
and the other knows how to intimate the value of the 
^^patriarchal institution,^^ and can stamp all who shall 
dare venture an opinion of his own, independent of ec- 
clesiastical dictation, as an ultra fanatic, heterodox, and 
^* worse than an injideV^ 

But, to return to the question, that the free states 
have no constitutional or moral right to discuss the 
subject of slavery. This objection, though a very bold 
one, is only in perfect keeping, and probably originated 
from the same interested and sinister motives of all 
other objections to the right of speech and petition, 
freedom of discussion, and liberty of the press. The 
people are beginning to see, however, from what quarter 
it comes, even from the dark regions of slavery, tyranny, 
and blood. And the people well know, too, that tyrants 
the world over have ever been hostile, for the most ob- 
vious reasons, to an honest, independent, and unre- 
strained expression of opinion among the people with 
regard to all their undoubted and inalienable equal 
rights. 

Whatever may be the motives of such objectors, to 
say the least, their doctrine is that of ignorance, tyran- 
ny, and darkness forever, which had its origin among 
crowned heads and earthly thrones, the introduction and 
the very existence of which always depend on the igno- 
rance and vassalage of the many^ and the knowledge and 
the exaltation of theyeu;. Here are the very seeds of 
all aristocracy and despotism in the world. And what- 
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ever maybe said about a ** prudetd re8ero$^ to maintain 
the Union, it is the very syren song, ^ich, if listened 
to, would enchant and bewilder us, and finaUy lead us 
to ruin ! Whoever unresistingly submits himself to be 
controlled by this creed of lawless tyrants and despots 
is no longer a freeman, but has already himself, in truth, 
come under the iron yoke of slavery and despotism. 

The people have often been most speciously decoyed 
by flattering pretensions by artful and designing men ! 

Rome was thus brought under this yoke of bondage 
fifty years before she was aware of it, until a tyrant 
controlled her destinies. This, too, was artfully done, 
by holding out to the people that their true interest was 
to sacrifice every thing for the extension of empire. 

The doctrines of ignorance, of darkness, of muzzling 
the press, and of grasping at unjust power and dominion, 
will forever stand as much opposed to freedom, as the 
very prince of darkness to an angel of light. Not the 
business of any, and of each and of all the citizens, 
under a free government of their own, most freely to 
discuss and intimately to understand all subjects, moral, 
political, or scientific, which have, or may have, an in- 
fluence upon the interests of the subjects of such go- 
vernment ! ! The very idea is monstrous, and should at 
once be scouted by every fi'eeman ; for it is a most pal- 
pable contradiction in terms, and carries its refutation 
on tibe very face of it 

But the opposite doctrine of free discussion, when we 
consider that, in all republics, all power and freedom 
must of necessity, and of right ought, forever to emv 
nate firom the people — like the noble and glorious prin- 
ciples, in the declanition of our independence — would 
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at once seem to be ** self-evideiit.^ Indeed, it would 
almost appear to be descending from the proper dignity 
of freemen to debate a question which, in itself, appears 
as simple as whether two and two make four. 

But all freemen ought always to remember, that they 
must be the willing and the unconquerable advocates 
for free discussion, even in matters which, to themselveSf 
appear plain, ever regarding the right to discuss, and the 
unrestrained exercise of that rights as the very pillars of 
the temple of freedom, and the last hope of expiring 
liberty. 

When the heaven-bora right to discuss is profanely 
and tyrannically invaded, to allow the comparison here, 
we should all act like blind Bartemias, who, when the 
Saviour was passing by, called to him, probably in 
rather an under tone at first ; but we are told, when the 
multitude cried *^hush! hush!^ Bartemias cried so 
much the louder. Who denies that he acted nobly 
upon his inalienable or personal rights of the first prin- 
ciples of all moral or civil liberty? And is it not to be 
presumed the Saviour honoured him accordingly, by 
making him ** free indeed?" So we find that the adage 
applies, both morally and politically, that ** fortune ia^ 
vours the brave." The man who will not cry the 
louder, or *^ so much the more," when the very centre 
right of all his rights is invaded, never ought to expect 
to be free ; for he thus voluntarily surrenders his free- 
dom into the hands of his master, and at once becomes 
a willing slave. 

Might it not naturally be expected, that all who be- 
lieve that this blind Bartemias gained his freedom by 
crying ** fo much the mw^^^ when the nmltitnde noisily 

6 
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opposed fais right to cry at aU^ would learn a very ?a1u* 
able political as well as a useful moral lesson from ity 
and in similar circumstances ^go and do likewise?** 
Indeed, from this there is no alternative. 

The contest for the right of speech is the battle-field 
for all freedom. Retreat from this field, we are then 
pursued even unto death ; or made prisoners for life. 

And now let us inquire a moment into the relation 
which the north sustains, both morally and politically, 
to southern slavery, to enable us to make up our minds 
whether, indeed, we have any interest whatever, in* the 
subject ; and if so, whether the interest be of that cha- 
racter which gives us any moral or political right to 
discuss it. For example ; I inquired, not long since, 
of a respectable clergyman, who refused to sign a me- 
morial to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church oh the subject of slavery in that church, what 
he would do, if at some future period, the slaves, having 
increased to some five or ten millions, and being goaded 
on by a sense of their past wrongs, should break out 
(as he admitted they probably would) into a general and 
dreadful insurrection, and he should be called upon by 
the executive of the nation to enter upon the battle-field 
as chaplain, to ^^ pray for the success** of the arms of 
their masters and former oppressors? He promptly 
replied, that he would not go. Then said I to him, ^* If 
you would act upon the old adage, that ^an ounce of 
prevention is belter than a pound of cure^* for your own 
sake, as well as that of the poor slaves and their mas- 
ters too, and your country's honour and welfare, had 
you not better timely set about using all your constitu- 
tional political poweTf as well as your peaceful and 
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rational moral influence, to prevent, if noiay be, even the 
possibility of a calamity so direful; lest, should you 
ever be thus called upon, and refuse to go, you should 
find yourself an outlaw, and be compelled to suffer the 
consequence ?" 

And do not all of us, in the free states, sustain this 
same unhappy, as well as guilty relation to southern 
slavery ? 

Nay! says one, you have used one word too many; 
say not, guilty. But we will inquire into this, a mo- 
menti and see how it looks. In case of an insurrection 
among the slaves at the South, every man at the North 
would at all times be liable to be called upon by the 
government of this nation, to aid in suppressing it ; anti- 
aboUtienists and aZZ, would be promptly and impera- 
tively called upon, not only for their money, but to leave 
their wives, their children, and their own otherwise 
peaceful and happy firesides, to take up their arms, and 
other dread implements of sanguinary warfare, and to 
march in "marshal array" to the Southern tented 
fields, and thore to lavish their treasures and their 
blood, to defend the masters from the poor slaves, who 
would be contending for their lives, for their liberties, 
and for the privilege of owning their own bodies, their 
own wives, and their own children, with all the other 
rights dear to man. 

How dreadful would be such a conflict ! ! And what 
Northern arm, nay. Southern too, would not palsy in 
the attempt? — for in the solemn and warning language 
of that patriot and statesman, Jeflerson, " the Almighty 
has no attribute which couki take part with the whites in 
such a contest ;" for is not " wrath heaping up agaimi 



64 LIBUTT AND SLATSRT 

the day ofwraihj^* and ar$ we wise to **putfenr away the 

evil dayV^ 

^'This is our true national position," And indeed, tf 
ever so dreadful and so dreaded a calamity should faSL 
upon the southern portion of our common country, the 
main depeudence of defence of the slaveholders from 
their slaves, would necessarily devolve on Northern 
freemen. 

I will cite one or two instances, illustrative of such an 
event, and in confirmation of this opinion; The hu- 
miliating circumstance will probably never be forgotten 
by us, as a i\,ation, that during the war with Grea^ Bri- 
tain, of 1812, the enemy invaded Washington, burnt the 
Capitol, sacked the public archives, and that President 
Madison was compelled to flee for his life. The public 
journals of those times, attribute the cause of this ex- 
traordinary event to the fact, that the white inhabitants 
in the District of Columbia, in the immediate vicinity ni 
the Capitol, were too exclusively and anxiously occup 
pied in watching and guarding their slaves from a mo- 
mentarily expected revolt, to lend any aid to their countiy 
in such a crisis, in repelling the invaders. 

It is also said, from good authority, that during the 
.Southampton insurrection, fiAy negroes rode in triumfA 
through that county, and all the whites, except such as 
dared to watch their own slaves, fled in consternatioD 
before them, and that the United States troops finally 
quelled the insurrection. Who that desires the safety 
and prosperity of the South, as weU as his whole coun- 
try, will not do all that he can constitutionally and 
peacefully, to abolish Slavery in his beloved land, ere 
the just judgements of Heaven fall upon it, to its final 



ILLUSTRATED. 65 

destruction? Should the gbvernment of this country 
ever regard the immediate emancipation of all property 
in human flesh and blood, in the land, called for the safe- 
ty of the nation, it would then know no constitutional 
bounds over it and a universal jubilee would be proclaimed. 

Would it be right for fathers, through indolence and 
dissipation, to accumulate a vast debt for their children 
to pay ? If not, let usj while yet on the stage of life, do 
what we can, not to increase, but to diminish this pon- 
derous and overhanging weight, which, if not upon our 
own, must fall with crushing power upon the heads of 
our children. 

Surely, have people at the north no right to discuss, 
and no interest in discussing American Slavery ? This 
view of the subject is truly terrific : yet there is a still 
higher, and moie solemn and responsible view of it, up- 
on which we ought to act, and which ought to move our 
hearts to a deep and an abiding sympathy. It is, that 
two millions and a half of our own countrymen, are this 
moment suflering under a cruel bondage, darker than 
Egyptian night, sunk down by us, into deep physical, 
moral, social, and political degradation and ruin, and 
constantly passing on to the judgement, in this state to 
meet tia, their oppressors, there, with all our guilt and 
their blood upon us. 

Who, that believes in the righteous retributions of 
that day, can stand under this view of it, unmoved ? 

We can, and oflen do, as a people, intermingle our 
sympathies with others, and express our deep abhorrence 
to all kinds of oppression, but American oppression ! ! 

It is presumed, that even Mr. Calhoun, who says we 
have 00 business to intermeddle in any manner whatever 

6* 
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with the oppressions of others^at least, goes as far as to 
pull the mote out of his brother's eye. He has oAen 
done this to abolitionists, and has also declaimed against 
foreign oppressions ; but the poor victims of our own 
dreadful oppressions, are sunk so low, that American 
eyes cannot behold them. But while our heads are so 
haughty, and our eyes so peculiarly blinded, and our 
hearts so peculiarly hardened, that we can see and feel 
the oppressions of all lands, save our own ; the eyes and 
the hearts of other nations, as well as that eye that 
sleepeth not, and that heart that ever feels for human 
affliction and woes, are ever open to the claims of mil- 
lions of oppressed Americans, trodden down under the 
iron hoof of American tyranny and American despot- 
ism. 

is it not to be feared that it is too much the case with 
American republicanism, if not with American Christian- 
ity, as it was with the Italian nobleman's religion ? Dr. 
Franklin, while at Paris, being in company with an Ital- 
ian nobleman, when the conversation turned upon the 
subject of religion, which the nobleman introduced: 
^ How comes it," says the Doctor, ^* that the Italians, 
who are born at the very fountain of religion, should 
possess so little of it?" ^* That's easily answered^'* 
replied the nobleman. ** In Italy," said he, ** we manii- 
fikcture, it is true, a great quantity of religion ; but like 
all other manufactures>it's all for exportation." I would 
fain hope, indeed, that it is not true with us to the same 
extent. 

We have always, as a people, most liberally manifest* 
ed to the whole world, our deep abhorrence to all for- 
eign oppression0» and ever proffered our wannest sym* 
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pathtes to the oppressed in other lands ^the world 
over." All this is as it should be. 

While we should ever maintain a rigid political neu- 
trality with friendly powers, we have an undoubted moral 
rights with proper discriminations of justice to all con- 
cerned, to do so. Nay, more : it is ever our most 
bounden moral duty so to do. And indeed, in consis- 
tency with our long and loud professions of love for uni- 
versal rational freedom, and for the highest possible 
good of mankind, how could we do less ? But while 
we do the one because it is rightj let us not leave the 
other undone, for it is wrong. In leaving the other un- 
done, we have rendered all our external manifestations 
of abhorrence to the foreign oppressor, and our proffers 
of sympathy to the foreign oppressed, comparatively 
powerless. The world has been saying to us, "what 
do ye more than others ?'' " First take the beam from 
thine own eye, that thou may est see the more clearly to 
take the mote from thy brother's eye," has long been 
its language. 

What American, aware of the too just opinions en- 
tertained by the whole civilized world* of the enormity 
of American oppressions, must not feel this justly call- 
ed-for retort as a most powerful, cutting, and humiliating 
rebuke, before heaven and earth, and lay it to heart, and 
feel himself humbled, as in the very dust before it ] Is 
not our national conduct in truth, in this matter, like un- 
to a man who should be extremely provident to all hia 
neighbours, while his own numerous and dependent fam- 
ily, to whom he professed great love and attachment, 
were leA comparatively in a state of actual starvation 1 
What an enigma is man! I In a late i^peech of Ms. 
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Biddle, who recently fled here from Canada, (that land 
where 10,000 of our slaves have taken refuge) he labour- 
ed much to pass very high encomiums upon this land, aa 
the gerat asylum of the oppressed. But let it be known 
that we have more than double the number of slaves than 
the entire population of both the Canadas. 

It was but yesterday I felt mortified and rebuked in 
the extreme, as an American citizen, in hearing a poor 
coloured man just from Canada, apparently with much 
simplicity and honesty, say, that the coloured people who 
had fled there for an asylum from American oppressions, 
were opposed to the Patriot cause in those Provinces, 
from the very fact that they had learned that American 
sympathy was with the Patriots. I felt in my soul to ex- 
claim, O ! my fcountry, is this indeed, even so ? 

He then further stated that the 10,000 coloured people 
who had fled there from the States, entertained great 
fears, that should the Patriot cause ever succeed in the 
Canadas, all the refugees there from American bondage, 
would either be reduced to slavery there, or at once be 
given up to American slave-hunters and kidnapperi. 
All this is as natural as for the burnt child to dread the 
fire. But, " Oi tell it not in Gath;" publish not our na- 
tional shame " in the streets of Ashkelon !" Can ouf 
oppressed countrymen, indeed, find no asylum on earth 
secure from the tormenting fear of the tyrant's grasp, 
and the task-master's lash ! Must they, for naught, be 
continually hunted like the wild beast of the forest? 
Has humanity turned away forever from this people ? 

This most thrilling consideration, however, shows 
two interesting facts, both of which slaveholders and 
their «ycophaotic apologists have always most cniellj 
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and slanderously denied : — First, that this people have 
the discernment to see what government protects their 
rights : and secondly, that they have the fidelity to prove 
themselves true to that government. 

I mean not, by these remarks, that the people in Can- 
ada may not be more or less oppressed by their govern- 
ment, and that reform may be called for. But this is a 
question which I am not called upon here to discuss. 
To say the most, however, their oppressions can bear 
no sort of comparison whatever, to that of millions of 
Americans, born and living in our own country. And 
coloured people in Canada have^ learnt this full well, 
from the great and dear teacher, experience ; and they 
look back upon the States as Lot did upon Sodom ! 

As I have alluded to the unhappy state of affairs in a 
neighbouring power, I will just say here, that while I 
was gratified to hear a respectable minister of the gos- 
pel for whom I entertain a high regard, allude in the 
desk as I thought in a becoming manner to the late 
shocking massacre of some of our citizens by British 
soldiers on our frontier, I was also equally pained to 
learn that he has not as yet made even the most distant 
allusion to the previous massacre by riotous and mur- 
derous hands, of a valuable minister of the gospel, a 
brother of his own faith, shot down, it is true,, not by 
British soldiers under at least a false shadow of pretext 
of the rights of warfare, but by the hands of some of his 
own mobocratic and recreant countrymen, for his nobly 
defending that for which our fathers fought and bled ; I 
mean sufiering and dying liberty on our own soil. Why 
should not our sympathies for human sufiering be at 
least somewhat proportioned to its inteuBity au^ m^- 
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nitude ? We are most cruelly driving the p6or Indian 
from his native lands, as in Florida, to make still more 
room for the curse of slavery, 15,000 slaves being 
already unconstitutionally held in the same territory of 
the United States. Here are millions of our own 
countrymen as it were, before our own doors and before 
our own eyes, already deprived of all earthly civil rights, 
and in their dark midnight bondage, shut out from the 
blessed light of Heaven ; and the dearest ties of earthly 
attachment among them constantly and most wickedly 
rent asunder forever, — and here is our countryman, 
and our brother, whose bosom yearning with compas^ 
sion for their dreadful sufferings, is' constrained to step 
forward in love to defend their rights — his inalienable 
constitutional right of speech and liberty of the pres&are 
again and again tyrannically denied him ; his property 
in his press, that engine of freedom and terror to tyrants, 
is again and again destroyed — ^^and with motives so 
pure, and in defence, as an American citizen for himself 
and for his country, of all these undoubted constitutional 
rights, afler being long cruelly persecuted, and hunted 
from place to place like a beast of prey ; at length 
perishes in his own city by lawless and murderous hands, 
the mobocratic tools of base tyrants behind the awful 
scene ! All this he endured for his suffering fellow- 
man, and for his country. — And is his name unwordiy 
of even one emotion of sympathy, some humble token 
of regard ? Has he indeed, (as some have even pro- 
fanely dared to say,) " died as the fool dieth ?" ** I 
tell you nay !" but his name shall be embalmed and im» 
mortalized in the grateful recollections of unborn mil- 
lions, who will yet rise up and call him blessed ! It will 
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be forever honourably enrolled, not only with patriots 
and philanthropists below^ but with martyrs triumphantly 
above ; — while the names of such as can '* pass by on 
the other side^^ and withhold from his sainted memory 
the mere tribute of sympathy, at least for his untimely 
widowed wife and orphaned children, will moulder in 
oblivion. While Lovejoy is dead he yet speaketh ! ! 

Before any aggressions were made upon us, to con- 
tribute liberally of our means, and to volunteer in per- 
son, to correct the opinions and the wrongs (even by the 
point of the bayonet) of a sister nation with whom we 
are at peace, has been by many among us considered 
noble ! But to express our opinions of the egregious 
and untold wrongs and oppressions of one sixth part of 
our own fellow-countrymen ; ah, cries a pharisee, this 
is a subject too sacred to be meddled with, and there are 
lips among us too pure to be tainted with language, in 
the least degree contributory to an influence so unhallow- 
ed. O consistency, thou art indeed a jewel ! But when, 
O when will our beloved country discover this jewel ! 

With regard to the jurisdiction of Congress over 
American. Slavery, whatever Calhoun, Patton, and all 
their slaveholding associates, and their slavery apolo- 
gists and abettors, under whatever name, may say, in 
order to sustain the barbarous institution of slavery, and 
thereby to maintain their own despotic political or ec- 
clesiastical power, it will nevertheless be seen when all 
these dark clouds of interest and prejudice shall' have 
blown over, that it is as clear as the brilliant sun at mid- 
day« that the Congress of the United States has a per- 
fect political or constitutional right to abolish slavery in 
thtt District of Columbia, in all the territonea, and ^^ 
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inter-state slaire traffic. This is all the consdtutioiial 
political right that abolitionists have hitherto claimedt or 
acted upon ; and the extent of which they have asked 
Congress to exercise. All this, Franklin, Jay, and dl 
their associates, also very justly claimed and acted upon 
on the same subject. But some modem pretended 
statesmen, in order to hold the enslaved, and enslave 
the free, have become vastly wiser in tbeir own con- 
ceits than was Washington, and Franklin, and Jefferson, 
and all the immortal framers of the American Consti- 
tution. 

While a part of the slaveholding and pro-slaveiy 
politicians would fain confidently make us believe that 
the American constitution is already against the people 
meddling with slavery in any manner whatever, and that 
the slaves are now held with the same iron constitutional 
grasp in the District of Columbia^ and in all the terri' 
ioriea of the United States as in the slave States, — other 
portions knowing this to be untenable ground, take the 
bold position, that the constitution must be altered so as 
to take away from the people the right of speech and 
petition on the subject, as they very speciously say, to 
support slavery and the Union. This would be like 
supporting one's body on the severe forfeiture of his 
head and his heart ! ! 

The arch stroke of all the master^workmen and 
champions for slavery and a despotical government, is, 
most adroitly to couple the existence of slavery with the 
existence of the Union ; and in this way, knowing the love 
the people have for the Union, they call upon them with 
some assurance that they will obey, to make every sacii- 
ficet even that of their own liberties to maiotain elavenf. 



Let US hui what Mr. Oalkoun, Ae gMfttaulKfier and 
moudi-pieee of skydiolders said on this iiuii|iect« ^wkila 
reoendy haranguing the political slan e ho l ding senaton 
to vote for his nullification and fag-law ffasdlttdoii8» at 
he required them to do, ^ to a man*^ Thia.riiows faia 
poUlical view of slaveij ; and his vwrol vieiw i8« diat it 
is, of all odierSf the very best and purest instkution in the 
whole world* At least .these are principles which be 
now zealously holds out, and calls upon all in the nation« 
north and south, east and west, to rally around this iiis 
political creed, and preserve, as he says, our ^frt€ in- 
sltitiitotM," by reducing all free labourers U^slaotry. 

But he can not himself believe his own profossed 
horrible doctrine, for he often becomes ^* choahed," and 
inadvertently contradicts himself. 

^* I regard slavery, says he, ** wherever it exists 
throughout the whole southern section, as one common 
question, and it is as much under the constitution in the 
District of Columbia, and in the territories, as in the 
States themselves ; and herein lies our safery. Aban* 
don this, and all is abandoned." He would tell the 
Southern senators, if these great principles be aban* 
doned, theirs would be the responsibility. If ihey 
yield, if even a small portion, one or two yield, in the 
slaveholding states, the members jRrom the Ben<*slave- 
holding mmi yield. They can not do otherwise. Tou 
force them to do it. How can they stand up, when yon 
abandon your position? How can they defend theia- 
selves at home, when told that even southern members 
had surrendered the ground? Let not the fidlacioiia 
hope of drawing in votes, of uniting aI^ induce a sur- 
render of the strong and impregnable frounA we mci* 
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cupy. If we stand fast, (says this oft foiled demagogue, 
but still ambitions man,) all who agree with us from anj 
quarter, all who hold to our poliiical creedj (to wit, 
^* slavery is the best basis offreedam^*^) will nltimatelj 
rally around our principles.'* 

These principles, be it ever remembered, are the luck- 
ing principles of nullification, the despotic principles of 
trampling the people's sacred constitution with all its 
guarantees of freedom under foot with contempt. And 
finally, the principles of slaveholding politicians and 
ecclesiastics at the south, from their own plain declara- 
tions are, with what aid they can rally from kindred 
spirits at the north, speedily to enslave the entire labour- 
ing population of this nation, regardless of section eat 
colour. 

The doctrine of slaveholding and of pro-slavery po- 
liticians is, that short of this, neither slavery nor this 
government can standi Here is the poisonous bait ! i 
so says Mr. Calhoun, *^ this is our true national posi^ 
Hen;^^ that is, we slaveholding politicians and eccle- 
siastics, have already '* got our foot " firmly upon the 
necks of two and a half million of the labouring class 
in the southern portion of the country, and you north, 
em aristocrats, whether monied, political, or ecclesi- 
astical, combine your despotic power, and throw your 
whole weight, with tM, upon five millions more of this 
troublesome labouring class, and the Union and slavery 
are safe forever. 

We see in this avowed declaration of sentiments a 
slaveholding and pro-slavery despotic creed, a most 
fearful scion, which, if the people do not soon discover- 
and pluck it up by the roots, it will speedily grow ea- 
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tirely bejond their reach, and finally fall upon them to 
their destruction. 

I will here give the opinion of Daniel Webster — in 
relation to the jurisdiction of Congress over the District 
of ColuiAbia, which I presume is worth more, among 
northern people especially, if not with many disinterest- 
ed southern people, than any nuUifier's opinion tha^ 
€ren. Jackson ever bravely vetoed. Though while Mr. 
Webster so clearly and so firmly gives his opinion in a 
statesman-like maimer in favour of the constitution, he 
does not come out boldly against that national system of 
oppression in our country, which is so surely, and so 
rapidly undermining* all- our firee institutions. In the 
Tory midst of all such very able expositions of the con- 
stitution from Mr. Webster and others, ** expediency '* 
will still ruin the country, unless the people soon arrest 
its most dangerous progress in its subtly stealing away 
their fundamental rights and liberties. The very touch 
of slavery to freedom, is contamination! ! 

The atmosphere itself, at the very seat of theboasted- 
ly freest government on earth, is impregnated with moral 
and political pollution ! 

Mr. Webster, like many of our northern statesmen, 
of which we so proudly and so justly boast ; in relation 
to freedom of debate on the greatest subject which 
hangs over our nation, must, and I hope soon will be 
fully emancipated, by the ** sovereign people " coming 
up to his help to ^ stay up his hands." 

I believe thus far, no northern statesman who ever 
had much reputation to retain or to lose, though often 
tempted by southern inducements, has ever given his 
opinion absolutely against the constitutionalliVy o£ Cou- 
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gross aboliflhing slavery in the Disteict of CMomliia. 
Mr. Van Buren, previous to his late election to the fse- 
sideocj of the United States, in reply to numerous and 
elamorous calls from slaveholding politicians, for fai» 
sentiments on this subject did not venture farther than 
to pledge himself, if elected, to veto any bill for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District, on the ground of** inex- 
pediency," and an idle pretext, that the faith of Congress- 
was plighted to the States making the cession. This, 
it is true, I believe, was an '* expedient" stretch of eo»- 
science, and answered his purpose and the object of 
slaveholders in full ; as much, so as though he had said 
in just so many words, that it is absolutely unconstittt- 
tiona], and it was also ** swallowed" by the north with 
much less ** compunctions " and ** strangulations " — - It 
took like an indirect tax.^ The president, in his Iftst 
message, as if nothing had happened, went on at length 
to recommend to Congress to exercise their jurisdictioii 
over the District of Columbia, in all cases whatsoever, 
in revising or repealing obsolete laws, and enacting new 
ones to the full extent of the wants of the inhabitants ; 
informing Congress, that the people in this District had 
no other source to look to, and that heretofore, in the 
multiplicity of its duties, it had too much overlooked 
them. All this was well, and just as it should be. 
Now, with regard to the course which Mr. Van Buren 
took to find his way into the presidental chair, although' 
a crooked one, it is, nevertheless, an easier path for the 
north to travel in, than any president hereafter will make 
them, so long as tyranny, the political and moral cufse 
of slavery, governs this nation^ I mean by this, tliat th» 
enormous slavebokling power in this nation^ is becoming 
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more and more arrogaot, and more and more rigorous 
and exorbitant in its tyrannical exactions of servile 
northern obedience to its dictatv>n. If I can judge at 
all by the despotic, slaveholdin^ spirit and tone of Uie 
Congress of 1838, the *' dear and sovereign people ** may 
think themselves most graciously dealt by, if the ** grim 
monster," slavery, with his servile sycophants, does not 
peremptorily demand of the next presidential candidate, 
as the rigorous terms of his election, that he not only 
tread in Mr. Van Buren's footsteps, but that he go as 
far, on grounds of **• expediency," to compromise th« 
right of speech and petition on the subject of slavery, as 
Mr. Van Buren did to compromise the right of Congress 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. '* Thiif 
9ay8 Mr. Calhoun^ is our true noHonal position /*' That 
odious term, ^ expediency," is now but a softer name 
for dishonesty or tyranny* Every school-boy in the 
United States, of six. years of age, ought to read our 
constitution, and to read it straighter than many of our 
great politicians, with their crooked ^ expedient " eyes 
do read it. And unless the great body of the people 
will, so teach their children, — their constituiion^ and 
with it their liberties, are destined, at no distant day, to be 
swallowed up by the all-devouring vortex of ** expedi- 
ency," slavery, and despotism. As the opinion of Mr. 
Webster, on this subject, would have weight with many, 
1 4eem it proper in this place to make an extract from 
a late speech of his delivered in the Senate of the United 
States, against tibe passage of Mr. Calhoun's ^ gag«- 
law" resolutions: ^I do not know, said Mr. Web- 
ster, any matter of facts, or any ground of argument 
upon which this plighted faith can be sustained. 1 aA% 

7* 
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uoihlogf said he» by which Congrera has lied up its 
handst either ddreeiltf or indhecUy^ so as to put its clear 
coostitutional power beyond the exercise of its own dis* 
cretion. I have carefdlly examined the acts of cessions 
by the States, the act of Congress, the proceedings and 
history of the times, and I find nothing to lead me to 
4oubt that it was the intention of all parties to leave this, 
like other subjects belonging to the legislation for the 
ceded territory, entirely to the discretion and wisdom of 
Congress. The words of the constitution are clear and 
plain. None could be clearer or plainer. Congress,, 
by that instrument, has power to exercise exclusive 
jurisdiction over the ceded territory in all cases whatso-^ 
ever.*' The acts of cession contain no limitation, con- 
dition, or qualification whatever. The acts of cessios 
declare that the tract of country ^ is forever ceded and 
relinquished to Congress, and to the government of the 
United States, in full and absolute right, and exclusive 
jurisdiction, as well of soiT, as of persons residing, or te 
reside therein, pursuant to the tenour and efiect of the 8th 
section of the first article of the constitution of the 
United States." Now, that section to which reference 
is thus expressly made in these deeds of ce^sion^ de« 
clares that Congress shall have power *^ to exercise ex- 
clusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over such 
District,, not exceeding tea miles square^ as may by ces- 
sion of particular States, and the acceptance of C0911 ./ 
gress, become the seat of government of the Unitedk-.^ 
S tates." «* Nothings therefore, as it seems to me,'^ con- 
tinues this senator, '^ can be clearer, than that the states 
making the cession,, expected Congress to exercise over 
the District precise^ that power^and. neither more nor 
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less which the constitution had conferred upon it." ** I 
do not know," said Mr. Webster, **how the provision 
Of the intention, either of the constitution, in granting the 
power, or of the states in making the cession, could be 
expressed in a manner more absolutely free from all 
doubt or ambiguitjr" ''I see, therefore," says this 
clear-headed statesman, ** nothing in the act of cession^ 
and nothing in the consiiiuiion^ and nothing in the Ms" 
/or^ of this transaction, implying any limitation upon the 
authority of Congress." Here is a clear and lucid yiew 
of the entire jurisdiction of Congress over the District 
of Columbia, in all cases whatsoever, and yet loads of 
the peoples' petitions for the abohtion of slavery in this 
District are insultingly stowed away in th^ Capitol, un- 
read and unnoticed. O \ '^ expediency," thou hollow- 
hearted, dishonest nuUifier of all constitutionsf and con- 
temner of all law, '* human or divine." I have spoken 
of Mr. Tan Buren's crooked course to find his way into 
the presidental chair ; but let me by no means be under- 
stood as supposing him to be of all men the worst. I 
am not at all prepared to say how many men there are 
of all politieal parties or creeds, even at the north, who, 
from southern bribery, might not be induced to go much 
farther than even Mr. Van Buren has gone, in compro- 
mising the constitutional liberties of freemen to the in- 
terests of slavery. I know not what Webster, or Har- 
iJsoDf or Clay, might be tempted to do if an opportunity 
yil^ented, were the people found sleeping. In all truly 
free governments, the people are master, and the ser- 
vants obey ; but when the masters are blind or absent, 
these servants are idle, the vineyard undressed, or its 
fruit destroyed. 
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<* Agaio," said Mr. Webster, on the same occasioo, 
^' looking baick to the state of things then existing, and 
especially to what Congress had done so recently before, 
when it accepted the cession of the north-western ter- 
ritory, I entertain no doubt whatever, that Congfess 
would have refused the cession, if offered, with any con- 
dition or understanding, that, its constitutional authority 
to exercise exclusive legislation over the District in all 
cases whatsoever should be abridged." 

Mr. Webster, like many northern as well as southern 
statesmen, from the impression doubtless that the whole 
people were not yet sufficiently informed on the subject 
of slavery on all its tremendous bearings upon the Hbep- 
ties of the country to sustain him, has not as yet, so far as 
I know, fully committed himself on the subject of aboli- 
tion : but lo show that no one can for a moment, reason 
logically upon the 6rst principles of civil liberty, or upon 
the American constitution, (the exercise of which alone, 
can support free government) without falling inadver- 
tently, whether he will or not, into pUre ancient as well 
as modem abolition sentiments, I will here cite a few 
paragraphs from a still later speech of his in the Senate 
upon a subject having no reference whatever, either to 
slavery, or to the District of Columbia. — It vrill be 
borne in mind by the reader, in - connexion with Mr. 
Webster's very sound remarks which I am about to cite, 
not only that Mr. Webster, but the whole nation, unlit' 
quite recently, have always most fully admitted th^ 
constitutional power of Congress over the s^t of our 
free government, at once to order all the handcuffs, 
chains, fetters, and yokes, to be taken from all innocent 
men, women and children therein ; but that the sonth 
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now have closed the doors of the people's eapitol againsi 
the whole subject, by gag laws* to reject the people's pe- 
titioDSy ia opea defiance of their own constitution, and 
that many northern members also have proved recreant 
to their high trusts, and have even dared td aid in. thu» 
closing the doors of the eapitol against their own con- 
stituents upon the dangerous, unmanly, and cowardly 
plea of inexpedieney. If things are si^ered to go on 
much longer at this high-handed rate, one might weU 
think there would not be a man in the nation, coloured or 
uneoloured, who would have courage enough to claim his 
own wife and children, if a slaveholder perchance should, 
happen to want them. — ^The following are the words of 
Mr. Webster as alluded to : ^ I care not. Sir, on what 
side,ror in which of its branches the constitutioa may be 
attacked. Every successful attack upon it, nade any 
where weakens the whole, and renders die next assault 
ea«er and more dangerous, ^y denial of its juat potih 
ers is <m cUlack upon it. We attack «7, ntost fiereehf 
aiiaek itf. whenever we say we will not exercise the powers 
which it enjoins* Sir, it is the nature of such thingst, 
that the fiist violation, or the fiist departure from true 
principles, draws more important violations or departures 
after it; and the first surrender of just authority, will be 
followed by others more to be deplored. If there be 
fliade a first chasm, though it be snaall, through that the 
whole wide ocean will pour in, and we may then throw 
uj^ embankments in vain." Mr. Webster himself^ pro- 
bably never uttered words before this nation of more 
solemn import, than the few just cited. Let us as a 
whole nation beware before too 1ate» lest the glorious 
constitution of our venerable fathers be not r^idered a 
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nullity, a mere mockery, by false policy ; and the syren 
song of '* expediency " finally lure us to shipwreck and 
ruin. The constitution must be held sacred and no- 
bly lived up to by the north and by the south, by the 
east and by the west ; or though the mere form remain, 
the spirii of liberty will be grieved, weep over the peo- 
ple, and take her flight forever from the land. — Mr. 
Webster further remarks upon the constitution: ** In- 
trusted with some part in the administration of that 
constitution, I intend to act in its spirit, and in the spirit 
of those who framed it. Yes, Sir, I would act as if our 
fiithers who formed it for us, and who bequeathed it to 
us, were looking on us ; as if I could see their venerable 
forms bending down to behold us from the abodes above. 
I would act too. Sir, as if that long line of posterity were 
also viewing us, whose eye is hereaflar to scrutinize oor 
conduct. Standing thus as in the full gaze of our ances- 
tors and our posterity ; having received this inheritance 
from the former to be transmitted to the latter ; and feel- 
ing that if I am born for any good in my day and gene- 
ration, it is for the good of the whole country ; no local 
policy, or local feeling, no tempory impulse shall induce 
me to 3deld my foothold on the constitution and the 
Union." Now regardless of party or the man from 
whom they emanated, what lover of the American con- 
stitution and of our whole country can deny these to be 
great and noble views % Tet, whatever the opinions of the 
friends of the author may be, in relation to his prospects 
for the chief magistracy of this amalgamated union ; 
knowing as I do, that his consistent and independent 
views of the constitution are carried out upon the jour- 
nals of the senate, and are before the nation ; to me siidi 
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an event would be liiUe less than a miracle, with the pre- 
sent slaveholdingj consUtuiion'CruBkmg power upon ihe 
nation, unless indeed like others gone before him, he 
too, by the bribery of human flesh, and blood, and souls,- 
could possibly find himself capable of sliding from the 
high and healthful ground he now occupies into the 
smooth, but sickly stream of expediency. Better, for 
better, for the country and for the world, that he should 
still live and die in his integrity in the senate-chamber of 
the nation. Whoever heard of one's being blessed in 
^* dotng* evil that good might come,^^ or in attempting to 
reform a nation by first himself turning recreant to truth 1 
An idle dream ! — like a virtuous lady knowingly uni- 
ting her fortune for time, with a .^yorthless man, upon a 
pretence of benevolence to effect |^s permanent refer- 
oiation. 

In a late speech of Garret Smith, Esq. on this subject, 
which among the many very able and happy efforts of 
that gentleman for the last twenty yeaiis in the oauso of 
suffering humanity, and all the rights of his fellow-man 
and his country, will not I think rate second in point of 
usefulness, he shows most clearly and conclusively that 
it has not been the efforts of abolitionists, which have 
rendered it unconstitutional and inexpedient to abolish 
the slave traffic in the District of Columbia, between the 
States and in the territories, and put back emancipation 
fifty or a hundred years : but'the invention, introduction, 
and successful operation of the cotton gin, together with 
the unhallowed influence of political and designing de- 
magogues to advance themselves into power over all 
the sacrificed and crushed rights of two and a half mil- 
lions of our trodden down countrymen, and that these 
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demagogues have sunk the iron of oppression deep into 
the souls of these our fellow-countrjmen to sustain their 
own ill-gotten and unrighteous political power. And is 
there not likewise, says Mr. Smith, conclusive evidence 
of the absurdity of the supposition, that Maryland had 
the infatuated zeal for slavery which she is now repie- 
sented to have had ? As eariy as the year 1785, her 
delegation voted to free the northwestern territory iirom 
this curse. In point of thoroughness and decision, the 
^ abolitionism " of her statesman surpassed that of the 
statesman of Virginia. Luther Martin, whom more than 
any other of her sons she delighted to honour, was a 
member of the convention that formed the constitution 
of the United Statesb ■ Such was his zeal for the aboli- 
tion of slavery thnj^ughout the nation, that he insisted 
that Congress should be invested with power to eflfect it 
Scarcely inferior to his, was the strong hold which her 
William Pinkney had upon her affections and admira- 
tion. This celebrated jurist set no bounds to his abhor- 
rence of slavery; and so admirable, so unrivalled, is- one 
of the abolition speeches which he delivered in the 
Maryland House of Delegates in 1789, that the aboli- 
tionists of this day have printed and scattered tens of 
thousands of copies of it. *' Sir," said Mr. Pinckney in 
that speech, ** by ike eiemal principles of natural justice^ 
no master in the Slate has a right to hold his slave in 
bondage for a single hour.^^ How idle is it to represent 
Virginia and Maryland as clinging to slavery at the time 
the District of Columbia was constituted — and so 
peculiarly tenacious of its prolongation in that District ! 
The truth is, that no fact stands out more prominently 
in the histoiy of those States during the first fifleen 
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years afler the beginning of the revolutioiaary wais than 
that of the decay of their attachment to this institution 
(slavery) which would long since have expired entirely* 
but for the reviving influences upon it of the invention 
of the Cotton Gin. As a proof of the decline of this 
attachment, those states, Virginia in 1782, and Mary^ 
land in 1787, passed acts legalizing manumission. Ah ! 
cries the anti-abolitionist, were it not for you *^ fanatics," 
slavery would soon now be abolished. But in reply to 
this, let it only be remembered that the mammon of un- 
righteousness in the sudden and great increase of the 
cotton trade, swallowed up the fanaticism of the Wash- 
ingtons, Jeflersons, Madisons, Masons, .Franklins, 
and Tylers, in favour of human liberty, with all tb« 
examples of emancipation in the northern states before 
the country. The poor slave, if not-the free, may well 
curse the day that the Cottoji Gin inventor was bom. 
I mean by this, that the slavcholding interest through the 
whole nation, has became so vast and overwhelming in 
consequence, that it now dares seriously to menace the 
liberties of the free of the whole nation. Should the 
question actually be put to every mother in the land, 
which she would choose ; to sit at the spinning wheel 
as in ** olden times," or to see her sons enslaved ; who 
dares to suppose for a moment that she would say the 
latter? Nay more! who does not know, if necessary 
to prevent such a calamity to her children, that sh« 
would not only sit at the wheel, but most cheerfulljr 
pull the flax also, and break it, and manufacture it entire 
with her own haftds even, as did the noble matrons of 
the revolution while our fathers were contending on tfa« 
battl* field for our liberties. Then what is slaveiy, 

8 
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and what is liberty ! and ** what roan seeing this, and 
having human feelings^ must not blush and hang his 
head,'' if he is not doing all in his power for the speedy 
and peaceful liberation of two and a half millions of our 
sufiering countrymen in base bondage, — claim not that 
magic name ^ republican,'^ nor that more hallowed one, 
** christian," if it be not so. There is not a modier 
or a sister in the land who would not cheerfully, if ne* 
cessary, la^ aside the piano, leave the parlour, and toil 
in the field even,- to redeem her sons, or her brothers, 
from so cruel a bondage. 

Among many other evidences that the State of New- 
York, as well as other States in the Union, has not al- 
ways thought it unconstitutional nor inexpedient for 
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
is the joint resolution of her Senate and Assembly, 
strongly and decidedly in favour of its immediate aboli- 
tion in the session of 1S29, one or two short extracts 
firom the very able report in favour of liberty ; from the 
report of her committee at this session for the satisfac- 
tion of any who may not have read the report, or if they 
have, may have forgotten it, I will here give : — *« That 
they have given said memorials all the considerationa 
iHiich the importance of the subject demands, and have 
reason to believe that a vast majority of the citizens of 
the noB-slaveholding states have for a long time regarded 
the ejdsteBce of slavery in that district of our country aa 
entirely inconsistent with our national character, and our 
fapubliean professions and institutions. The committee 
cannot but view with astonishment, that in the very ca« 
pvtal of this free and enlightened country, laws should 
exist by which the fi«e citizens of a State are liaUe, 
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without trial, aikl even without the imputation of crimei 
to be seized while prosecuting their lawful bu^ness, -— 
immured in prison ; and, though free, unless claimed at 
slaves, to be sold as such for the payment of jail fees* 
That sacred spot, consecrated, as it were, to freedomi 
by being set apart as the seal of the national government, 
and the site of the great national temple of liberty, should 
be entirely clear of this stigma. The committee would 
respectfully suggest, that a resolution calling the atten- 
tion of our senators and representatives in Congress to 
this subject would likely be a help in removing slavery 
from that district." Feb. 16, 1829, the following re- 
solution was adopted : — *' Resolved, if the Senate con- 
cur herein (and the Senate did concur,) that the sena- 
tors of this State in the Congress of the- CTnited States, 
be, and are hereby instructed ; and the representatives 
of this State are requested, to make every proper exer- 
tion to efiect the passage of a law for the abolition <^ 
slavery in the District of Columbia." Wonder what 
the present senators from New- York could say to this, 
both of whom, in the session of the Congress of 1838, 
cast their whole influence on the side, not of eanatitU" 
tional libei'ty for a//, but of unconatiluiianal slavery for 
a//, regardless of colour. When we compare all these 
past noble efforts in favour of liberty, with the last two or 
three years proceedings in our empire, but disgraced 
State, as well as in our whole land, while pro-slavery 
demagogues have been able to raise their base pro- 
slavery mobocratic tools, to put down freedom of debate 
on the subject of the liberty both of the actually en- 
slaved and the nominally free ; and also, the late re- 
creant and disgraceful proceedings of Congress in the 
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passage of their unconstitutional, tyrannical sraTery re- 
solutions to abridge the liberty of speech, and to deny 
and suppress the right of petition of the people ; who is 
not ready to exclaim with indignant amazement, ^^ How 
are the mighty fallen ! How has the gold become brass, 
and the fine gold dim." 

It does appear to me there can be no doubt that the 
truth is, so far from there being a particle of plighted 
faith to Maryland and Virginia on the part of Congress, 
never to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia 
without their consent, as is now pretended for effect by 
slaveholding politicians and their abettors, that no im* 
partial person can sit down and deliberately read over 
the plain words of the acts of cession, and* the whole 
history of those times in relation to the very favourable 
state of public sentiment, both north and south, in regard 
to the speedy and entire abolition of slavery in the whole 
land, — without seeing that it .was then deemed a high 
favour by those states, for Congress to acpept the ces- 
gion of that district for the seat of the national govern- 
ment altogether unconditionally; or, as expressed in 
the constitution itself, that Congress should ^^exerciat 
exclusive legislative control over it in aU cases whatso- 
ever*^ 

Who that knows that at the very time the cession 
was made the northern states were ripe for abolishing 
their slavery ; that numerous abolition societies then 
existed, not only in " Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New- York, and New-Jersey, but also in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland ; and that numerous addresses and 
sermons denouncing slavery in every part of the country 
by the Pinckneys, the Jays, the Franklins, the Edwardses, 
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thei Hopkiases, the Stileses, the Patrick HenrjSy and 
the Thomas Jefiersons," of those better dajs for free- 
dom, can even imagine for a moment that the notUt 
was then se dependent on the south ; that with the then 
prevailing sentiments, and with a large balance of poli- 
tical power in her favour, she would even have accepted 
the cession upon anjr, other considerations than upon en- 
tire and independent grounds of freedom, according to 
the very clear^ expressive, and conclusive words oi the 
constitution itself, that Congress should forever ** exer- 
cise exclusive legislation over the district in all cases 
whatsoever." It does appear to me, aside flk>m the 
unequivocal language of the constitution, that it would 
be the very height of absurdity, under all these decidedly 
favourable circums^tances for independence and freedom 
on the part of Congress, to suppose that body capable 
at that time of submitting to any unnecessary requisitions 
which should tie up its own hands, or compromise its 
own liberties and independence. It would certaiidj 
seem, that to one familiar with the public mindt and tfao 
state of the whole country at that time, that this could 
not be even a supposable case. Indeed, the people of 
Maryland and Virginia themselves, in these better days 
for liberty, were not far behind their northern neighbours 
in the noble cause of freedom and human rights. 

The public mind, at this time, from the great and in- 
toresting scenes of the revolution, was so thorou^dy 
imbued with the spirit of liberty, that it could not help 
but feel for every creature in vile bondage* But, alas ! 
how has long and continued prosperity bhrnted the bet- 
ter feelings of our natures. 

These states made the cesmon not only id fall view 

8* 
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of the proposed constitution to be adopted immediately 
afler, and to which they had previously signified their 
foil assent, with the known provisions that the foreign 
slave-trade was to cease after the year 1808 ; and thai 
Congress, if it accepted the cession of the district, was 
to '* exercise exclusive legislation over it in all cases 
whatsoever :" but they were,, moreavert so desirous 
tibat the seat of the national government should be lo- 
cated somewhere in that section of the country, that in 
&e very words of the acts of cession they saidr if Con- 
gress would accept the cession for the capital of the 
nation, it might make the selection in any part of those 
states. The words of the act of cession of Maryland^ 
in relation to this point,, are as follows,— -(referring t» 
the representatives of that State,, who were to meet in 
New-Tork in March following for the adoption of the 
constitution:) — ** And they are hereby authorized and 
required, on the behalf of this State, to cede to the Con- 
gress of the United States, any district in this State 
not exceeding ten miles square, which the Congress 
may fix upon and accept for the seat of Government of 
the United States.^ The language of the act of cessiea 
of Virginia, under precisely the same circumstances, ist 
<^. Wherein a location of ten miles square,. (/* the wisdom 
of Congress shall so direct^ the states of Pennsylvania^ 
liforyland^ and Virginia,, may parHcipatt in such loca- 
tion^" If Virginia had even cared, at that time, any thing 
about the preservation of slavery, while she was propoe-> 
ing to Congress to accept a portion of her territory for 
the seat of the *^ freest Government in the world,*^ wha 
must not see that she would not thus have proposed the 
ttCcommodatioa of Pennsylvania* 
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We also read in the Virginia act of cession, these very 
explicit words : *^ Be it therefore further Enacted by the 
General Assembly, that a tract of country not exceeding 
ten miles square, or any lesser quantity, to be located 
within the limits of this state, and in any part thereof^ as 
Congress may by law direct, shall be, and the same is 
hereby forever ceded and relinquished to the Congress 
and Government of the United States, in full and abso- 
lute right, and exclusive jurisdiction, as well of soil 
as of persons, resi(Mng or to reside thereon,, pursuant to 
the tenour and effect of the eighth section of the first 
article of the Government of the United States." 

So here, in this proposition of Virginia to Congress, 
to €tccept of said pr<^osed cession, she alludes to the 
very clause in the constitution of the United States, 
giving Congress the ^^exclueive legislative control in 
all cases whatsoever," over any district for the seat of 
government, which Congress might acctpt In either 
acts of cession there is not a syllable of reservation or 
proviso, on the part of the states so desirous to make 
the cession, except Virginia barely says the act shall 
not be so construed as to i^cet the rights of individuals 
in the soil merely." if presumptions have any thing at 
all to do in this matter, whoever is acquainted with the 
Yery favourable state of public sentiment towards eman- 
cipation at the time the cession was made, it does 
appear to me that they must judge, that so far from 
there being a particle of plighted faith implied on the 
part of Congress to these states, that the presumption is 
altogether on the other side, that the states deemed it a 
high favour for Congress to accept the cession en its 
own tennsy and entirely favourable to independenee and , 
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freedom ; and that they would very soon follow the pro- 
posed good work of emancipation of their northern sister 
states. But 01 the cotton gin« avarice, and dema* 
gogues, what hast thou done, and what canst thou net 
do ? But as I have proposed to reply to so many objec- 
tions, I am admonished to be brief; but I cannot for- 
bear to add two or three facts, out of volumes that might 
be cited to show that the whole country, from the then 
existing state of things, in relation to slavery, did have 
good reason strongly to hope that the South would go 
on immediately with the North, afler the adoption of the 
constitution, in the then so greatly desired work of im- 
mediate emancipation. And first, who can suppose for 
a moment, that the North, with a large balance of politi- 
cal power, would have adopted the constitution ; giving 
three-fifths of the slave property a representation, bad 
it supposed that the slaves would have increased from 
half a million to two and a half millions, by 183S ; and 
that property, in human fiesb and blood, would have 
thirty representatives in the national councils in 1840? 
Again, what had the North good reason to hope from 
the South, in the cause of emancipation, when every 
slaveholding member of Congress, from the States of 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and 
Georgia, voted for the celebrated ordinance of 1787, 
(one year before the cession of the District of Columbia, 
and the adoption of the constitution) which abolished all 
the slavery then existing in the great extent of country 
of the northwest territory ; and when these states also 
voted unanimously to abolish the foreign slave traffic, 
and when among the many noble sons of Virginia, 
Jefferson had puUicljf $aid ^ the way I hope is prepanng 
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under the auspices of heaven, for a. total emancipation."' 
Mr. Madison of YirgiDia, said, ^* the dictates of human- 
ity — the principles of the people — the national safety 
and happiness, and prudent policy, required it (emancipa- 
tion) of us. The constitution has particularly called 
our attention to it." It is to be hoped, said he, that we 
may save ourselves from reproaches, and our posterity 
the imbecility ever attendant on a country filled with 
slaves. Washington said, *^ there are in Pennsylvania, 
laws for the gradual abolition of slavery, which neither 
Maryland nor Virginia have at present, but which 
nothing is more certain than that they must have, and at 
a period not remote.''^ A reason urged in the convention 
that formed the constitution, why the word sla/ce should 
not be used in it was, that when slavery should cease, 
there might remain upon the national character, no record 
that it had ever been. All this shifting positions from 
unconstitutionality to plighted faith, and from pretended 
plighted faith to expediency to support the Union, only 
goes to prove the whole slavery cause untenable. 

The truth is, it is like ^^ hoping against hope to look 
for a shadow of testimony ; or a single circumstance 
that could be tortured into plighted faith, on the part of 
Congress to the states, making the cession. But exactly 
the reverse of this might be fairly inferred. From all 
the then existing circumstances, there was indeed, vir- 
tually, a plighted faith on the part of those states, as well 
as all the other slave states to Congress, and to the whole 
people, and to the world, that they would go immediately 
and banish slavery from their bounds. This was then, 
most assuredly, the flattered and flattering hope in this 
country and in Europe. Indeed the world had good 
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reasoQ to expect this of us« as we had ounselves just 
closed a seven years' hard contention for liberty. 

For further particulars on this subject, as well as on 
the subject of slavery in general* I would refer any one 
who has not already perused them, to the invaluable re- 
marks of H. B. Stanton Esq., before a committee of 
representatives of Massachusetts, to whom was refered 
sundry memorials on the subject of slavery ; and also to 
a phamphlet of about sixty pages, which has recenttjr 
made its appearance under the signature of *^ Wy tke,^ 
supposed to be the production of Theodore D. Weld, 
with, ample extracts from the writings and speeches of 
most of the public men on the subject of slavery, North 
and South, for sometime previous to, at the time» and 
subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, showing 
most conclusively, that the universal expectation of the 
whole countiy was, not only that Congress, in accepting 
the ten miles square for the seat of the general govem- 
ment, reserved to itself the full power to make and unmake 
laws in the district at its pleasure, or as, in the very wor& 
of the constitution, ** in all cases whatsoever ;'^ but that il 
possessed no constitutional power to accept a location for 
the seat of government upon any other ground ; and 
moreover, that from every expression of the v^ole 
country at that time, and of southern as well as northern 
members of the convention adopting the constitution at 
the time the cession was accepted, the universal admis* 
sion was constantly made, that slavery was a very great 
moral and political evil, and that the members finally left 
the convention satisfied on the subject of slavery, from 
the apparent impression of a//, that it would very soon 
at least, be abolished in the whole land ; or as one m«ni- 
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ber emphatically ex[>ressed it in the convention, that 
although slavery was not stricken with the apoplexy, he 
trusted it had the consumption. But again, let it be re- 
peated, the cotton gin, avarice, and ^* politicians,'* have 
wrought a woful change in public sentiment throughout 
this country, since those " golden days of liberty." 

I regard these pamphlets as embracing a remarkably 
succinct and lUcid view of the subject of American 
slavery. They are worth — I was about to say, their 
weight in gold, to every American citizen. It would 
indeed be so, if he would read their contents, and follow 
the dictates of wisdom therein suggested. Our whole 
nation might then be free indeed ! and become a truly 
great and a happy people, the wonder, and the just 
praise of the whole earth ! 

And while the political right, for the slaijie states to hold 
slaves in their respective states, (whatever the constitu- 
tion in strictness may be,) is at present generally conced- 
ed by abolitionists, still for the people to renounce their 
inalienable moral right, to speak against slavery, even 
here, and every where, in all its forms ; or if they please, 
to speak against any law, or any article in the constitu- 
tion of any state, or of the United States, would be for 
the "sovereign people," voluntarily to open their own 
mouths, and to receive the odious gag by their own 
hands. 

It would be tamely surrendering the right to exercise 
that original right of thought, and speech, in regard to 
the affairs of our own nation, which we have always, and 
do still so rightfulully, and so righteously exercise, in 
respect to every thing we may deem either morally or 
politically wrong, the ** world over." If we evw ^o^ 
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indeed, meanly submit to this degradation^ it will then 
truly be time (as other nations tell us, on account of 
our slavery,) to be silent forever, about all the *' oppres- 
sions and the wrongs with which earth is filled." 

Could we ever come to this as a people, owing to our 
unaccountable hatred q/1 and consequent desire to en- 
slave our coloured countrymen, (which may heaven for- 
bid,) a deep sense of our own shame would then for- 
ever terrify us, should we ever again attempt to name 
the oppressions of the Greeks, the Poles, or of our 
neighbours the Canadians, or any other wrongs which 
we may conceive to be grievously inflicted upon our 
fellow-men. It is, indeed, a ^^ pretty " doctrine, for re- 
creant senators gravely to inculcate, from the councils 
of this nation, in order to support the rotten and tottering 
fabric of slavery, that any people on earth can bind 
themselves up by constitutions and laws, which they 
have themselves no moral right whatever to lisp a syllap 
ble against. 

This would, indeed, then be a free government with 
a vengeance, just as tyrants would have it — to their 
own liking, but at the vast expense of the Uberties of 
the people^ 



SECTION 11. 

*« I AM AS MUCH OPPOSED TO SLAVERY AS ANT OKX> 
AND THINK IT A GREAT EVIL, BUT WE CAN DO NO 
GOOD TO DISCUSS IT AT THE NORTH*" 

This objection would seem to pre-suppose that northern' 
hands are not already imbrued in the blood of southern 
slaves* But let us look at facts in this matter, and see 
how it stands, whether, indeed, we can with truth lay the 
flattering unction to our souls, that we are above re- 
proach, or even suspicion on this subject. I know that 
we have long been wont to compliment ourselves, with 
great complacency at the north, that because we were 
not actual slaveholders, and daily accustomed to hear 
the chains, the handcuffs, and the lash, upon our innocent 
fellow-countrymen, therefore, we could in no sense 
whatever be justly implicated in the practice of holding 
slaves, or be identified with the slaveholder himself. 
But what have we been doing on this subject, by our 
representatives in Congress for the last half century? 
We have always held a majority of votes at thie northy 
and now have forty-four majority in a joint ballot of both 
Houses of Congress ; yet northern votes have been ad- 
ding slave state to slave state, until seven have been 
added since the original thirteen were organized, so that 
our ^^frtt republic " now stands, made up of fourteen 
yree states, and Uotht slaive states, besides the territories 
and the yet disputed Mexican province* ('* Texas," in 

9 
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fearful prospect of a speedy admissioa into the Uniooy 
notwithstanding the artful truce of the present calm,) 
as a vast additional vortex of human liberty ; unless the 
north, who now have the right, and the means, will 
awake in time to prevent so direful a calamity to them- 
selves and their children, to the nation, and to the 
world, to say nothing of the cruel enslavement of unborn 
-millions of the ill-fated coloured people. 

Are any still incredulous about the disposition of a 
portion of the north to aid the south to perpetuate and to 
extend the institution of slavery, at almost any sacrifice ' 
of the liberties of the people, under the fearfully decep- 
tive pretext that this is the dernier resort to preserve ike 
Union ?' Iiet such look carefully at the drift of the as- 
tounding arguments of northern members in the late 
Session of Congress on this subject, and also to what 
speaks louder than arguments, their votes, as recorded 
on the journals of both houses, as a perpetual memorial 
of northern subserviency to ^laveholding dictation ; not 
only at the late Session of Congress, but at many pre- 
vious sessions. Look too at the refusal of some to sign 
petitions to Congress against the annexation of Texas. 
This is a subject no less tremendous and thrilling than 
that of human liberty, and facts irresistible should be 
made to stand out before the people and speak for them- 
selves. Let us ever bear in mind the treacherous 
manner in which the independence of the revolted 
Mexican province was acknowledged. 

At the late admission of Arkansas into the Union, 
with its bloody constitution, that slavery never should be 
abolished within its bounds ; sixtt-thrbb northern votes 
are recorded in its fiivour, and only viftt-three agakwt 
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it; so that the north, of itself, iodependent of the south, 
would have given it admission into the Union as a slave 
state, and that too, with this most extraordinary consti- 
tution, with a majority of ten votes. 

It will be borne in mind also, that this is the seventh 
slave state thus admitted into the Union by the aid of 
northern influence since the original thirteen were or- 
ganized. We see, then, how much greater advances 
slavery and despotism have made in our country, both 
in regard to the possession of territory and political in- 
fluence, than freedom. The northern sons of freedom 
now b^gin to feel the same iron of oppression which 
holds in cruel bondage the entire labouring class of the 
southern portion of our country sinking deeper and 
deeper into their own souls. 

Say not, the north, whether conscious or unconsciouB 
of it, in point of fact, have not long been acting directly 
for the extension and perpetuation of southern slavery. 
Let any one look over the Journals of Congress for 
years past, and then longer wonder if he can, how slave- 
holders can dare to boast, that what they do not now 
own of the United States, they soon will own, that is, of 
the " hbouring class of property,*^ There are also, a 
great variety of sinister interests at the north, not known 
to all, or not duly considered by them, to induce many 
to give their influence, either directly or indirectly, fully 
to the slaveholding interest. 

Among many others which will be named hereafter, 
northern wholesale merchants in our large commercial 
towns and cities, haye been lately found. to hold mort- 
gages to the amount of many millions on southern 
slavest which accounts in part for so many extensive 
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feihires among some of our wholesaling commercisd 
houses. Large nmnufacturing, and also many book 
and printing establishments, are deeply and extensively 
interested in southern trade. 

Many northern public houses of entertamment and 
places of amusementy such as hotels, theatres, &c.t are 
greatly interested in the reception of the tntZ/iofw, the 
price of the blood of the oppression of this nation paid 
into their hands, Judas-like, by 50,000 southern patrons 
annually; northern institutions of learning, haying 
many southern students, \^'hose fathers and friends 
are slaveholders ; numerous national ecclesiastical, as 
well as political bodies, (br fear of division, (each body 
proudly numbering Israel) ; numerous individuals at 
the north having slaveholding relatives, friends, and ac- 
quaintances at the south, for fear of alienation; all 
these, with many other similar causes, — all serve as so 
many strong barriers of pride, of interest, and of preju- 
dice to the free discussion of slavery, and to the pre- 
valence of the righteous and heaven-approved doctrine 
of immediate and unconditional emancipation. Also to 
these wicked and sinister interests, and to kindred ones, 
are the sources of nearly all that northern benevoleni 
colonization influence, to colonize the troublesome fre€ 
people of colour only, (which so much pleases the spe- 
culator in human flesh,) clearly traceable. Whoever 
doubts this, let him carefully and impartially read Judge 
" Jay's Inquiries ^^ into the origin and the whole policy 
of the slaveholding colonizationists, and also to lool( 
at the principles and proceedings of this pro-slavery 
society. It is as wicked and as flagrant a violation of 
justice, to make the condition of emancipation a ** con^ 
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8tni to be eo/ontzed," as it would be to withhold a giTon 
amount of stolen property until the robbed man would 
agree to take an oath that the moment the property of 
which he was so wickedly robbed, should be restored to 
him, he would consent to be banished from the country 
of his birth forever.' This is naked American coloniza- 
tion in its most odious deformity. In the effect of all 
these combined influences, also, do we not at once find 
a most satisfactory solution to the question : ** Why is it 
that the north have sufiered her own citizens to be so 
oflen mobbed, and so much abused, for peacefully dis- 
cussing slavery^ In looking over these various in- 
terests at the north, every discriminating eye must most 
clearly discover the line of demarkation between colo- 
nization, (alias anii-aboliiionj) and the self-evident doc- 
trine of the righteousness of immediate and uncondi- 
tional emancipation without expatriation. To name 
but one single barrier, the mountainous piles of cotton 
bags, (the price of blood,) in northern commercial 
towns, apparently as completely shields the consciences 
of thousands of influential men behind them, from the 
most powerful and self-evident truths and arguments on 
this subject, as did the breastworks of General Jackson, 
of the same material, shield his noble band at New- 
Orleans from the thousand balls of Packingham. But 
more of this hereafter. 

I verily believe that all these sinister interests and pre- 
judices a just God regards with infinite abhorrence, as 
supremely selfish and sinful, when they stand in the way 
of our fulfilling the great golden rule, of doing unto otherSt 
as we would that others should do unto lis, and that if 

w« will not surrender them voluntarily upon die eommon 

9* 
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altar of equal and righteous liberty, for the bond and the 
free, he will soon, in some way that we think not, take 
them from us by his fearful and holy Omnipotence, and 
perhaps leave our whole nation in ruins ; for he is not 
the oppressors' God, but the God of the oppressed, and 
the oppressors- supremely selfish comforts and splen- 
dour wrung from the oppressed, he will detest and tum 
away his face from them forever. The earth is the 
Lord's and all the fullness thereof. 

In what way the Almighty may do this, is not the pro- 
vince of mortals to predict. Suffice it to say* however, 
that he holds the hearts of all men, and the elements of 
Heaven and earth in his hand ; and he can speedily turn 
them whithersoever he will. Does it not become this 
nation to pause, and to consider on its ways 1 

To all human appearance at present, (unless the great 
body of the farmers and mechanics, and all others who are 
disencumbered and independent of these fearfully omin- 
ous and dangerous influences,, will look at the condition 
of our country in time, and at once unitedly step forward 
and save it,) all our liberties will soon be subverted and 
drawn into one great common vortex of national slaves 
ry. All this may be adroitly brought about,, and still the 
mere ybrm of a free government retained. 

While men are towering and prosperous, they are 
very prone to flatter themselves that their mountain 
stands strong, and that no power can move it. But it 
stands out upon the pages of revelation^.as well as upon 
the annals of all time,. — both for our warning and G>r our 
instruction, — thaf pride goeth before destruction,, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall." All history and biogra- 
phy have proved this declaration unexceptionablj tniOt 
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and as equally applicable to nations as to individuals^ 
The wicked are ensnared in the work of their own 
hands. ^^ Though hand join in hand, they shall not go 
unpunished." 

And unless public sentiment at the North can be 
speedily corrected and purified, by a dissemination of 
many important truths among the people, in relation to 
the influence and bearing of the existence of slavery 
upon their own hberties, as well as to apprize them of the 
untold miseries of the enslaved, it is greatly to be feared 
that a kindred portion of the North to the South, will 
unite with Southern influence in finishing the climax of 
ruin to the liberties of the country by the annexation of 
Texas, both as a vast slave mart and as a vast balance 
of Southern slaveholding political power, settled down 
upon all the crushed rights of the people forever. 

Northern liberties would then most assuredly be sacri- 
ficed to Southern slavery ; for slavery would then rule 
(he nation, and the North especially, with a rod of iron. 

I know it is said, both by the ignorant as well as by 
the designing, that " you abolition agitators will dissolve 
the Union^^^ But nay — what does the skillful and 
faithful surgeon do, when called to examine a deep, dan- 
gerous, and festering wound, which would of itself, if 
let alone, speedily destroy the whole system? Does he 
not at oQce probe the wound, in this stage of it, to the 
very bottom, in hopes to save the life at le^t, of the 
sufiering patient] 

Let no friend ta humanity and lover of his country 
flatter himself, that the last vestige of slavery in tbe 
United States, how much soever the just and righteous 
doctrine of unconditional and immediate enians>v^«wti»ii 
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be MORALL7 enforced, wi]] be the work of a moment ; or 
that it can ever be eff^ted, but by a just, enlightened, 
philanthropic, and patriotic pubhc sentiment through 
out the North and the South, and the £ast and the West, 
with the blessing of Heaven superadded. 

Let no abolitionist, in his holy warfare against all 
the dreadful oppressions of his fellow-countrymen, dan 
place his weight upon any other lever, than that which is 
firmly fixed upon all his constitutional and inalienable 
rights, and the eternal and immutable principles of truth. 

If this great constitutional and moral lever, with its 
fulcrum thus placed, cannot overturn the awful Moloch 
OF Slavery in our land, it will only prove, that as a 
people,' the measure of our iniquity is full, and that we 
are given over to our own destruction, to reap the reward 
of our own doings ; probably by universal anarchy, or by 
absolute slaveholding despotism over us all. When 
we have looked at the numerous unrebuked mobs in 
the land, for the last few years, we have thought the 
former the most probable; — but when we look at the 
alarming slaveholding and pro-slavery gag'-law resolo- 
tions, lately passed in the dark councils of this natiooy 
against the freedom of speech and the right of petition^ 
the latter, if either be our fate, would seem nearest. 
Still, in any event, those, and those only will be safe« 
who shall ever be found on the most elevated and holy 
ground, advocating the great, immutable, and eternal 
rights of Goo and man« for the Lord is a ** buckler* 
and a shield to those who walk upriohtlt." **Hft 

WILL BE TQBIR STRENGTH, AND THEIR VERT PRESENT 
HELP IN TIME OF NEED." 

Indeed* whatever caUumty or judgement may fall u|^ 
on us as a nation, when we consider our long and dread* 
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fill Oppressions of so large a portion of our own imof'- 
fending countrymen, what could we say, but that the just, 
but fearful sentiment, *' With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again," would bo but fully 
verified in us. 

*' But let us, as a whole people, put away our abom- 
inations from under the insulted heavens, and we may 
still humbly and safely trust in God, labour to do his 
will, to promote his cause, and fear no danger. 

We must, as a nation, destroy slavery ; or slavery 
will destroy us, as a nation. There can be no alter- 
native! Then which will we choose, to destroy the 
MONSTER, or to be destroyed by him ? Who does not 
know that the plausible pretext, either political or eccle- 
siastical, which tyrants in the world, have ever made for 
muzzling the press and in every way suppressing the 
general diffusion of Gree principles among the people, 
has always been their heterodox, or their incendiary cha- 
racter ? Many attempts among the people, at important 
reform in the world, have been checked and put down 
for a time by the cry — inccTidiary! — or, — heterodoxy !! 
when tyrants held the power, or could make the people 
believe it, and thereby to become directly instrumental 
in the entire subversion of their own liberties. But 
let the truth be told, how much soever it may be con- 
tradicted ^r perverted, either by ignorant, or by interest- 
ed and designing men. 

Slavery was the beginning of the whole Texan affair. 
And unless the people of the north (for I have little 
hop'e from southern politicians and slaveholders on this 
subject) will awake in time to their true interests as 
well as that of the nation, slavery will, on a broad scale, 
and having to do with materials of a lighter hue than 



106 LIBERTY AND SLAVRBT 

usual, be the end of it I am aware that I may be told 
here, that the cupidity of ^ land sharks " was a caose 
anterior to this. But let it ever be remembered, that 
those who would steal a province from Mexico wn 
still unwilling to possess it, unless they can be privi- 
leged with stealing men also from Africa or from the 
United States to cultivate the stolen province for them, 
that they may themselves riot in ease and luxury. And 
they have the effrontery, too, to ask the high sanction 
of this nation to all this, and propose that the good 
people of this whole amalgamated Union may parties 
pate in the booty. 

And what have these freebooters had the audacity, 
before the world, to ask us to do, as a nation ? Why I 
nothing less than to become a partner with them in 
wresting, by stealth, a vast and valuable province from 
our neighbouring nation, who has internal troubles 
enough of her own already, and with whom, by sacred 
treaty before the nations and before Heaven, we are 
under the highest and the most solemn obligations to 
live in nmiif and to cultivate peace, and to extend to 
her a moral instead of an immoral influence. But this 
proposed partnership is not to stop here, but must ex« 
tend to the rendering of this ill-gotten possession into a 
vast aceldama of human misery and blood. We are 
to become, as a nation, instrumental in extending the 
chains of slavery, perhisips for ever, where it does not 
now exist, and thus to give it a new and a powerful im- 
pulse through the states, where its end seemed to bo 
drawing nigh. 

We are thus, as a nation too, to be made to givo a 
most powerful impetus, both to the foreign and to lbs 
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domestic traffic in our own flesh and blood. O, for 
the memory of the illustrious dead ! for our country's 
honour ! for the sake of our children and posterity, the 
down-trodden millions, and the world, may a righteous 
Heaven forbid it! 

Texas was settled principally by southern men, many 
of whom were deeply interested in slavery ; and we 
heard of no uneasiness or disposition among them to 
revolt until Mexico, probably actuated by her free prin- 
ciples, which effected her own independence in her 
liberation from Spain, set all her slaves at liberty. 
This, of course, embraced the eight thousand slaves 
held by the Texans. And do we then hear that the 
slaves abused their freedom, by turning about and mas- 
sacreing all their masters 1 No ! although they owed 
their liberation to no good will of theirs. 

This whole Texan business is all perfectly under- 
stood in the British parliament as being wholly a slave- 
holding concern ; and a motion was made in that body, 
in the winter of 1837, to call for the documents relative 
to all the negotiations with the United Statdk and Mex- 
ico on this subject. The motion was lost by thirteen 
votes only, on the ground alone that it was premature^ 
founded in the confidence that the American Congress, 
then in session, would be influenced by that part of the 
President's message recommending no hasty acknow- 
ledgement of the independence of Texas. This rash 
act of Congress, under all the peculiar circumstances, 
was as shocking to the moral world as it was unex- 
pected. But it is only an additional evidence of the 
all-powerful and controlling slaveholding influence in 
thiB nation. 
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The whole Texan subject, in all its relalioDs, and die 
course which this government has pursued towards that 
revolted province of Mexico, and also to Mexico ilatM, 
will unquestionably undergo a strict and jealous investi- 
gation in the British parliament at no very distant period; 
for every member in that house, without an exception, 
who spoke on that subject, entered his most decided 
and solemn protest to Texas ever being annexed to the 
United States as a slave country. On such an event 
£ngland would probably shake hands with Mexico, un- 
less pacified with a fair portion of our northern domain, 
as a kind of set-ofi*for our unwarrantable encroachments 
upon the rights of a third power to maintain our slavery. 

France, too, might not be an idle spectator upon such 
a scene ; for she, too, would have conflicting interests. 
The relative location of Texas to the colonies of Great 
Britain on this continent, aside from the deep abhor- 
rence of slavery among her people, would of itself be 
sufficient to induce her interference. But all these, 
and other causes, would combine to render her hostile 
to such an outrage upon the self-evident rights of so 
large a portion of the human family. 

It may be asked, what right has Great Britain to in- 
terfere in our affairs ? I answer, she has an unquestion- 
able MORAL right to interfere (if this can be called inter- 
ference), in the free expression of her opinions, as all 
nations and all individuals have, and by right ought to 
have, forever. Great Britain, moreover, has a po- 
litical right to say something in this matter, not only 
because it might endanger the liberties of her contig- 
uous emancipated islands, but, more expressly by vir« 
tue of the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, whether 
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known to all Americans or not, it would doubtless be 
femembered by England and by the civilized world, 
should a crisis arrive which would call it up before their 
gaze, to our great national shame ! It would then be 
distinctly seen by the nations, that while the genius of 
American editors, on the one hand, had been proUfic in 
manufacturing high-wrought encomiums upon their own 
country, oden •mphaticaUy and boasiftdly styling it '* th* 
asylum of the oppressed^ where every man is his own 
master ;'' and on the other, that their presses had teemed 
with articles aiming at the discredit of the English go* 
vernment, while that government, with all its wrongs, is 
still very far ahead of ours in the great cause of eman- 
cipation. Tet there are those among us who seem to 
think it still becomes the American press to denounce 
abolitionists; and, directly or indirectly, to advocate 
slavery ; and thunder all its anathemas against the com- 
paratively light oppressions of some foreign powers* 
The exact words of the treaty alluded to are tho fol- 
lowing: — 

'* ARTICLE TENTH. 

*' Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with 
the principles of humanity and justice ; and whereas both 
his majesty and the United States are desirous of con- 
tinuing their efforts to promote its entire abolition ; it is 
therefore agreed, that both the contracting parties shall 
use their best endeavours to accomplish so desirable an 
object." 

As an indication of the present state of feeling among 
the people of Great Britain on the subject of slavery, 
Lord Brougham has just given notice of his intention 
to move, in the house of peers, a series- of resolotiotti 
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pledging the government to a more active auppressioa 
of the slave traffic. One of these resolutions is to the 
effect, that her majesty be requested to take immediate 
measures to obtain the concurrence of the United States 
ia negotiations, with a view to declare the traffic in 
slaves, piracy. 

How does this appear alongside of Calhoun's and 
Patten's resolutions, just passed in the Congress of the 
United States by overwhelming majorities, not to sup- 
press the dreadful slave traffic in our country, at which 
the civilized country revolts, but to suppress the right of 
speech, and the right of petition of American citizens, 
on the whole subject of American slavery, even in the 
District of Columbia and the territories, and on the re- 
jection of Texas as a slave state ? Who must not hear, 
in all this, our expiring constitution shrieking for help? 

Did American politicians violate our sacredly plighted 
national faith with Great Britain before Heaven and 
earth, when, after indirectly aiding Texas in its revolt 
from Mexico, next very hastily to acknowledge its inde- 
pendence, preparatory, if possible, to its speedy admis- 
sion into the Union as a vast slave market? Did our 
recreant politicians in Congress violate this solemn 
treaty on human liberty in the winter of 1838, when 
they passed resolutions to trample upon the people's 
petitions to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia? 
Did the nation, or did they not, violate this treaty when 
they elected their President on his bold and unheard-of 
declaration to the world, that, if elected, he should, on 
the ground of ''expediency," (that is, to disregard 
northern views, and humbly bow in reverence to the 
great slaveholding interest,) veto ant bill for thb 

ABOLITION OF 8LAVKRT IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA'? 
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While I have spoken thus plainlj upon what I greatly 
regret, and consider altogether unwarrantable, in our 
present chief magistrate, 1o make himself President of 
the United States, let me not be thought in this matter 
as acting in the least from party considerations, either 
ID favour or against the present administration ; for I just 
as freely give it as my opinion, that such is the slave- 
holding power in this nation at present, that to my mind 
it remains in great doubt, whether, if not Mr. Van Buren, 
some other candidate for the Presidency, may not yet go 
much farther, in loading the oppressed with still heavier 
chains, and in compromising the liberties of the nomin- 
ally free to slaveholders, to exalt himself to power. But 
I envy not that man, whoever he might be, either his 
honour or his peace. 

It remains to be seen, whether the people can yet be 
so far deluded by the vain cry of " Union," as to con- 
sent to have themselves, their posterity. Union and all, 
fully mortgaged forever to slaveholders by *^ gambling 
politicians." 

It should be known, that *^ Union" would be the 
watchword from ambitious politicians seeking promo- 
tion from slaveholders, until the very chains of the co- 
loured man are fully riveted upon white men. Ambi- 
tious and artful politicians, in all countries, have thus 
deceived the people, and sported with their liberties, 
adroitly holding up before their eyes some prominent 
object of their greatest attachment, and in this way 
^' keeping flattering promises good to the ear, but break- 
ing them to their hope." Demagogues care little for 
colour, if they can but accomplish their ambitious de- 
signs. 
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While the vast alaveholding power remains upon thif 
nation, the road to the Presidential chair must necessarily 
be a crooked, a dishonest, and a dishonourable one ; and 
the chair itself consequently dishonoured with a dishon- 
ourable occupant. My meaning is, that while the sla?*- 
holders are constantly making demands of the north, so 
dishonourable both to the north, the south, and the na- 
tion, that the people must surrender their right of speedi 
and petition to support slavery, that I do not see how 
any honest or honourable man can be President of this 

▲Mi-LGAMATEO SLAVEHOLDINO AND NON-SLAVEHOLD- 

IN6 Union. 

I hope and believe, that all true abolitionists, at least, 
who feel for the millions of our countrymen in bonds, 
and who know that the liberties also of the whole nationi 
bond and free, are far more involved in the slavery and 
the anti-slavery subjects, than in the sub-treasury or anti- 
sub-treasury, bank or anti-bank questions of the day, will 
be watchful that they be not themselves sold into the po- 
litical shambles. 

The people should always, by all means, well know, 
to whom they give their suffrages. 

If we cannot exercise the elective franchise in favour 
of rational liberty for ourselves, at least, (if not to say in 
behalf of the liberties of our coloured countrymen also,) 
we had far better remain at our farms, our shops, and 
our merchandise, than to go to the polls to vote away 
our own liberties. 

The plea that one candidate for office is a better man 
than another, while he is known to be deadly hostile to 
rational and equal liberty for all mankind, is a vain and 
deceptive one. 
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CalhouQ and Patton say, by their most contemptible 
resolutions, let us choke these fanatical abolitionists, 
flo that they can neither petition, speak, nor hardly 
breathe. *' No ! no !" says th6 politest man of CLAT ; 
** if you take this very rash course, Mr. Calhoun, you 
will certainly make abolitionists of the north to a man. 
My method, Mr. Calhoun," continues this more in- 
sinuating gentleman, <* is to treat this * delicate ' busi- 
ness very gentle and easy, and in some way or Other 
just slily fence out these fanatics from among our 
friends at the north, lest they sow the seeds of truth 
among them, and thereby cause discord in our northern 
pro-slavery ranks. It must be done, Mr. Calhoun," 
sayi this same pol'rte and experienced Senator, '* in some 
unaccountable way, — so adroitly as not to ^produce 
agitation ;' so that the people generally would not even 
mistrust, that when we get Texas added to our power, 
we shall then soon serve them all according to your no- 
tion of dealing with agitators, and all the labouring class 
of human property , which, when suffered to run at large 
without drivers, are so annoying and so troublesome to 
slaveholders at the south, and to capitalists and to all 
aristocrats at the north." — " Be gentle, Mr. Calhoun," 
says this skilful man, *' and you may even lead an ele- 
phant by a hair." 

Now, northern men called free, who are willing still 
to be duped and served up either by Calhoun's broad 
carving-knife, or Clay's keen razor, are, of course, at 
liberty to submit themselves to these skilful operators ; 
but if they do, a wo will doubtless fall upon them and 
their country : for, let us not be deceived, the issue is 
joined, — there can be no alternative : Slavery for all, 

10* 
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or FREEDOM for all in this nation, ia near at hand and 
inevitable. Nothing will have power in this trying crisis 
to cheat the people out of their liberties^ except, per- 
chance, that charming and magic sound ^^ Union," which 
may be like the ignis fatuus^ or the syren song. 

Should it prove that the people shall think more even 
of the '^ Union," than they do of the inalienable rights 
of conscience and the freedom of opinion, ^the funend 
knell of their liberties will be tolled, if they still possessed 
a '* Union " of territory as vast as creation. 

The Hon. John Quincy Adams, in his speech on the 
Texan and Indian wars, remarked, '* that if we would 
wage war to handcuff and fetter our fellow-men. Great 
Britain would wage war against us to break their chains. 
And what a figure should we make in the eyes of all 
mankind," said our venerable ex-President, " in deadly 
conflict with Great Britain ; she fighting the battles of 
emancipation and freedom, and we the battles of sla- 
very : — she the benefactress, and we the oppresscM* ef 
mankind?" 

This disposition to extend the dark dominions ofslar 
very as an institution, or engine of despotical politicid 
power, at a vast sacrifice of human freedom, hoth for 
the enslaved and the free, is the only cause of the com- 
motion of these variously contending elements. Must 
we not see, then, the dangers which slavery exposes us 
to, both at home and from abroad. And who that loves 
his country, and sees this, will not raise the warning 
voice, — sound the note of alarm I — and use, at leasts his 
^Qunce^^ of timely prevention before it be forever too latel 
When we see certain ruin approaching us, unless time* 
ly avertedt although we may think it at some distance 
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from us, shall we, like one who ^ should hold a pennj 
so near his eye that he could not see a dollar across.the 
house," either sit down in perfect apathy, or in vainly 
triumphing in our security, crying, ** peace, peace ; and 
still folding our arms to rest?" 

All admit that the horrid monster * slavery ' must ere 
long be met ; but many yet cower and shrink away, and 
dread to grapple with him. 

The subject of Texas being connected as it is, so 
entirely with the great interests of southern slavery, is 
rapidly and most fearfully assuming an alarming aspect 
to the friends of freedom. Be it remembered^ that a 
dead calm often immediately precedes the hurricane^ or 
the earthquake. 

The abhorrence to the foreign slave traffic so adroitly 
exhibited in the Texan constitution, commends itself as 
was designed, to the cupidity of the whole southern 
slavery interest. It was virtually saying to all the 
southern growers and sellers of the souls and bodies of 
men for '* filthy lucre's sake," we greatly need and must 
have your aid to sustain us against our legitimate go- 
vernment, ** Mexico." Extend a helping hand now, in 
this our time of greatest need, and by our ootlititution we 
will swear allegiance to your slave interest fbrever ; that 
is, that we will utterly refuse to bring any human beings 
that may be brought to us by water from Africa, but will 
buy at a good price all the droves of ** human cattle " 
from Virginia, Maryland, DISTRICT OF CO- 
LUMBIA, &c. &c. 

This is the plain English of the Texan constitution, 
with which she and her southern confederates, and I 
fear a few northern ones, are most earnestly, but at pre- 
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sent somewhat covertly (until the project shall be fully 
matured for a bold and open execution,) seeking and 
pressing her admission into this Union, contrary to the 
constitution and the laws of nations ; and calling upon 
northern freemen to lend themselves to help on this ne- 
farious business of making merchandise of their fellow- 
men, and thus to effect the enslavement and ruin of 
others not only, but of themselves and of their wbole 
country also. 

It speaks volumes to northern ears, and *' he that hath 
an ear to hear, will he not hear ?" 

Many of the disaffected and unrighteously revolting 
Texans, being originally a part of a slavehoiding com- 
munity, and understanding well its ** peculiar institu- 
tions," knew precisely what strings of interested sym- 
pathy to play upon, to produce a harmonious southern 
response. But it is not greatly to be hoped that such 
music of chains and shackles upon innocent men and 
women will not much longer sound very delightful to 
ears north of Mason and Dixon's line ; that is, that men 
who boast of living in nominally free states, would act 
like freemen indeed, and testify loudly and in earnest 
against the cruel enslavement of their fellow-men, es- 
pecially in their own country and before their own eyes. 

In truth, the southern prints, for years before the Tex- 
an revolt, had been at times indirectly discussing the 
feasibility, and also the immense southern advantage 
which would result from such a measure. Says Dr. 
Channing in his late letter to Henry Clay, ^' slavery and 
fraud lay at the very foundation of the Texan revolt ;" 
and continues this man with the mind of an elightened 
statesman, and the heart of a disinterested patriot and 
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philanthropist, the cause and the motives which led to 
this revolt, were so notorious, that it is wonderful that 
any among us *' could have been cJuated into Mympathy 
far the Texan coiMe, ae the cause of freedom.*^ And who 
cannot see now, since the first Texan draught upon our 
unintelligible sympathies, has by us been honoured, and 
our first impulses of interest has measurably subsided, 
that it is indeed notorious, as this celebrated man justly 
remarks, fhat land speculators, slaveholders, and selfish 
adventurers, were among the foremost to engage in the 
crusade for Texan liberties ; and from the hands of 
these be continues, we are invited to receive a province, 
torn from a country to which we have given pledges of 
amity and peace. The argument that the Texans had 
sufficient cause to revolt on account of the Catholic re- 
ligion of the Mexican empire, amounts to just this ; 
that a few Americans, for example, well knowing be- 
forehand the religion of England, would be justifiable 
to settle in some part of the British dominions, and im- 
mediately revolt on account of what they well knew 
existed before they became citizens of the country. 
Would not this be, for example, too much like Catho- 
lics or any other people coming into o«i|jg||^ntry, and 
knowing our institutions before they came$ttit the mo- 
ment they become citizens, revolt on account of them 1 
Not only this, but it is not so in point of fact, that the 
religion of the country, was the moving cause of the 
famous Texan revolt, for the contrary bf this can be 
most abundantly proved. The religion of the countiy 
is now weU known to have had little or nothing to do 
with the Texan revolt ; but the reasons, as before stated, 
are now seldom attempted to be controverted. 
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And is it not to be feared, that unless the north can be 
made to see her true interests in time as well as that 
pf the whole nation, and speak out with a voice that 
shalKmake demagogues and tyrants tremble, that there 
will be those at the north with an object still to sue* 
cumb to southern slavery interest, to secure southon 
favour for their own private advantage and power, by 
lending their influence to the south j to give this stolen 
Mexican province admission into our Union, for the 
special benefit of slaveholders and land speculators, 
and thereby deliberately and sacrilegiously sell the liber- 
ties of the north into the hands of southern slave- 
holders ? 

It has been openly said even by some at the north, 
that Texas must be annexed to the Union, to throw the 
balance of power into the hands of slaveholders, to put 
down abolitionists, and thus make an end of mobs. 

What independent American citizens, being lovera of 
that free government by the people for which their 
fathers bled and died, must not behold with pain and 
alarm the ominous and fearful signs of the times, when 
some prominent northern divines and politicians are 
already openly and publicly advocating a despotic go- 
vernment as they pretend, as the only remedy for mobst 
A pretty remedy this for mobs ! ! Who does not know 
that a mixed government, partly free, and partly despotic, 
is always composed of the form of free government, 
with the frequent outbreakings of uncontrolled and un- 
punished amdU mobs; but that a purely despotic govern- 
ment, which I greatly fear the immense slaveholding 
interest is rapidly plunging this nation into, to maintain 
its despotic power, is composed of one vast and irresis* 
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tible mob continually and wantonly outraging all the 
rights of man at its pleasure, when there is none to de- 
liver I 

Says that able and indefatigable champion of human 
rights, William Goodell, Esq. on this subject, *' true 
democracy and mobocracy, are opposites, and cannot 
exist together. That all who favour mobs (however 
democratic in their professions,) will ultimately throw 
their influence on the side of '* despotic governments." 
That every apologist of slavery is on the side of des- 
potic power, and is highly gratified to witness its strides 
over the constitution and the laws of a free people. 
That those who care nothing for the liberty of south- 
em slaves, care nothing for the liberty of northern free- 
men. That mobs, and slavery, and despotic govern- 
ments, are children of the same parent ; and that those 
who favour the one, will also favour the other. That 
the supremacy of the laws, the liberty of the free, and 
the emancipation of the enslaved, are confederated and 
identical interests^ which must triumph together^ or he 
buned in one common grave ! That all true republicans 
must be active abolitionists, — and finally, that the pre- 
servation of our country from '* despotic government," 
can only be secured by the steady and persevering sup- 
port of " the anti-slavery enterprise." 

JLet the people carefully watch the movements of pub- 
lic men, and listen to the tone of the public press, and 
see if dark and insidious preparations are not most 
adroitly being made to. harden the heart of this nation 
systematically to sustain, and if possible forever to set- 
tle down upon us the despotic power of slavery, and then 
judge whether the above fearful predictions may not 
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▼eiily prove too true. And the captivatiag piretext for 
all this, will be the preservation of the IlDion, which we 
should all idolize, but on conditions only that it can be 
sustained in connexion with rational libertj for all. 
That liberty for which our fathers fought and bled ; that 
liberty, too, for which a SAVIOUR suffered and died. 

However this dreadful traffic in human fleah and 
human souls may appear to us, it is entered into b][ 
men who have become inured to it, both for pecuniaiy 
and for political purposes, in as cool blood and with as 
much foresight and deliberation, as we would look for a 
market for our cattle, or for any other articles of traf- 
fic. But the very climax of iniquity and treachery in 
all this is, that one freeman is found aiding in selling 
other freemen by the wholesale. O ! who cannot blush 
at this ! '* and hang his head to think himself a man!" 
Still there are beings bearing the '* external " forms of 
men, who would have the hardihood and effirontery to 
call such a MAN a ' fanatic' But be it remembered, 
this is all done to maintain tyrannical power over the 
people. 

I am, indeed, entirely unable to conceive how any one 
short of imbibing the idea that man is on a level with 
the brute, can for a moment, give even his passive or 
negative assent to the horrid business of enslaving bii 
fellow-man, and bartering him, both by wholesale and 
retail, like ))easts of burden, upon any pretext of such 
shocking and revolting expediency whatever. And after 
imbibing this most debasing doctrine to human beings, 
that ^* immortal " man is, indeed, on a level widi tte 
beasts of the field, " that tend downward add perish,'' it 
would still be abhorrent to all the moral sense of our 
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natures, to behold any rank or order of beings with no 
provocation, *' deliberately and wantonly worrying and 
deTouring each other," or for * filthy lucre's sake,' 
cruelly trafficking in its own species. Even sharks ;uid 
tigers do not do this I 

The whole institution of slavery, at the South, is 
principally sustained by four classes of interested men, 
viz : * the slave growers ;' the * slave-sellers ;' the * slave- 
buyers ,' at the far South and Southwest ; and most of 
all, and ^' most to be deplored," by political demagogues, 
who are aiming to extend and perpetuate the despotic 
system of slavery, with all its tyranny and moral abom- 
inations, and great and unequal advantages of represen- 
tation, as a means of permanent and political ascenden- 
cy over the North. 

Slaveholders have always used every art to frighten 
the North into servile compliance ; but they never intend 
to leave the Union, so long as they already have the 
Union in their hands ; and by the grateful help of 
kindred spirits at the North, (with their motto, *' Love 
of Union, run up at mast-head,") are still grasping it 
firmer and firmer, into their own tyrannical power. 
Says the northern aristocrat (and slaveholder's 
abettor,) to northern freemen, "give up your right of 
speech, and your right of petition, to slaveholders, for 
the great love which you have for the Union*" This 
has ever been the cry, and will be, if slavery con- 
tinues, until the very chains on two and a half millions 
of our countrymen, are clanking at our own heels. This 
may seem visionary to some ; but let it be remembered, 
that despotism has always insidiously stolen upon the 
people, like a thief in the night. 

11 
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That no people was ev«r reduced, at once, from a 
state of rational freedom, or just and equal rights, to t 
state of entire subserviency and vassalage to tyrantsl; 
and that the liberties of a people have ever been most 
endangered when the mass least suspebted it : even u 
the stupor or the calmness of easy repose has often im- 
mediately preceded the near approach of the ^* grim mon- 
ster,'* death I 



SECTION III. 



^ I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY. BE* 
CAUSE IT MAKES AN EXCITEMENT." 



Would it not be surprising if this objection should 
have the least weight with any, except persons with ex- 
tremely weak nerves? — For all history shows us that 
no great and valuable reformationt either moral or po- 
litical, was ever accomplished in the world, without more 
or less agitation and excitement. I mean a manly^ 
and not a brutal excitement. This is but the very 
natural result, arising from the adverse and opposing in- 
terests and influences it meets in its progress. Some 
persons, however, appear to be very " delicately'strdng'' 
on some subjects — with nerves of brass on others. 
People's liking or disliking excitement, depends alto- 
gether on circumstances. Indeed, the principles of 
humai) nature, and the very complex fabric of human 
society, would at once seem to render all this jarring of 
adverse elements, to an intelligent mind, a matter of no 
surprise. 

Reform of no kind, in any age of the world, was ever 
carried forward without opposing the appetites or pas- 
sions, the interests or prejudices of men, in every step 
that was taken. There is, indeed, a natural and a 
moral impossibility, that any valuable reformation can be 
effected without it We might as well expect torrents 
of rain to come down out of a clear sky. Look, for ex- 
ample, at the temperance reform in our land. Has 
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there not been more or less excitement^ at timesf ever 
since its first commencement, for the reasons just men- 
tioned 1 You may say, '* perhaps not as great as on the 
subject of slavery." I answer, that the evils of intem- 
perance in our land, as great as they are, or have been, 
bear little comparison to my apprehension to the pre- 
sent, and still less to the prospective evils of slaveiy. 
Intemperance, though a gangrene upon the body politic, 
has never so entirely entwined itself around all our in- 
stitutions, anaconda -like. North and South, and bound 
us, as it were, for the executioner ; and thereby, so great- 
ly endangered all our liberties, as has the institution of 
slavery in our country. In their moral turpitude, intem- 
perance to slaveholding, bears about the same relation 
as suicide does to murder. 

But now let us consider, a moment, the cause of ex- 
citements, and endeavour to see where the blame lies, 
whenever there is any blame to be attached to any one. 
I am fully aware, for instance, that it is tauntingly said 
by some, that abolitionists have been the cause of all the 
excitement and outrages growing out of it, which have, 
of late, so greatly disgraced our land. Now grant all 
that the accuser would ask, that it is even so \ What 
then? Let us inquire a moment, who has been 
the lawful, constitutional, and innocent cause ; and who 
tlie unlawful, and unconstitutional, and guilty cause. 
Every body now grants, (except slaveholding and pro- 
slavery politicians, or otherwise interested people,) that 
abolitionists, in all their proceedings, have kept within 
the laws and the constitution. The very fact, that reck- 
less mobocrats have resorted to unlawful and violent 
means to put down abolitionists, and thereby prevent 
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the discussion of slavery, is of itself '* prima facia" evi- 
dence that all such mobocrats were conscious that they 
possessed no lawful or constitutional means whatever, of 
accomplishing their direful purposes. The truth is, that 
that great principle of the American constitution, that 
every human being is possessed of an inborn right to 
think and speak his sentiments freely, — which no hu- 
man power gave, or can take away, — stands out in 
*' bold relief," above all other principles ; and is also im- 
pressed with indelible and self-evident testimony, upon 
the heart and the conscience of every man. It is there, 
as written in a sun-beam with the point of a diamond, 
and every man does violence to his very nature, who 
even attempts to erase it, or deny it. He might as well 
attempt to annihilate his very being. It was identified 
with the constitution of man, by the hand of his Maker ; 
and what God hath joined together, let no man profanely 
and tyrannically attempt to sunder. At the time oCibe 
preaching of Christ and the apostles, there was at tinkes, 
great excitement. When Demetrius, 'the silver-smith, 
assembled his crafl, and proclaimed to them that their 
business was endangered by the preaching of Paul, was 
there not excitement? 

But suppose it be said that reformers themselves, as 
well as their opposers, are sometimes excited : what 
then 1 If those who set themselves up to be reformers 
should ever be excited to be guilty of acts of lawless 
violence, this indeed, would be greatly to be lamentedy 
and utterly to be deprecated by all good men. And all 
who should be actuated by any such spirit, would have 
great reason to doubt either the justness of their cause, 
or whether they were fit instruments to accomplish the^ 
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w<Mrk. The onlj weapons in reform should be *^ light 
and love ;" and even these never should be unlawfully 
wielded. This, however, never can impair that great 
first principle of a ri^t of seli^efence from lawless ag- 
gressionsi The rights however, I think, should never 
be exercised except in extreme and aggravated cases, 
for it is certainly better to suffer wrong than to do 
wrong, and we may undoubtedly do wrong even in tht 
exercise of this high and most sacred right. It must, 
afler all, be a question between ourselves, our Maker, 
and. our country. Here we are compelled to leave it, 
for no definite or invariable cases can perhaps well be 
prescribed. We must learn wisdom from experience, 
and from our friends and our foes. We know that our 
enemies, led on by the famous Captain Lynch, rudely 
assailed us with the ignoble weapons of stones, 
brick-bats, &c. ; nay ! even with more deadly-weapons ; 
but being sorely pierced by the arrows of truth, they 
have fled in confusion^ and are now sullenly *^ beating 
the bush." And unless we can draw (hem out into a 
general engagement, into an '^ open field fight " to con- 
tend with us manfully in honourable warfare, it is to be 
feared they may yet rally their brute force, and by sur-^ 
(N-ise, surround us and vanquish us. Let us therefore, 
induce them if possible, to come out and measure 
swords of truth and argument with us, pledging our- 
selves to them, that by these weapons alone we shall 
stand, or by these alone we shall falL Truth and love 
shall still be inscribed on our banner, but this banner, aa 
the last hope of freedom, both for **> the bond and the 
free," must still and forever fearlessly wave over the 
■oil of the brave sons of Columbia, while, all who nMf 
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around its standard, must look up with confidence to 
the God of the oppressed, and to the God of holy free- 
dom for its ultimate triumphant success, as in the late 
dreadful treagedy at Alton, Illinois, when that martyr to 
truth, to liberty, and his country, fell, by base and mur- 
derous hands, while acting in every sense according to 
the great lawful and constitutional principle of self-de- 
fence, (the existence of which pu'inciple, no man dis- 
putes, who thinks it right to sustain civil government by 
physical means.) 

The position of defence is considered, however, by 
many abolitionists, on the part of Lovejoy and his asso- 
ciates, practically to have been a departure from primi- 
tive abolition principles, as adopted by the American 
Anti-Slavery Society ; but these principles are only» 
that they would not encourage the oppressed to 'gain 
their liberty by physical force. Anti-slavery men, as a 
body, have never compromised their own liberties. 
Abolitionists, on the extreme point of acting in defence 
of their own rights, as on other subjects, probably may 
differ somewhat among themselves. Those who have 
adopted the peace principles fully, I believe, think it 
morally right in no case whatever to use carnal weapons, 
even in self-defence. Others think that such weapons 
belong only to the civil magistrate. But this does not 
alter the fact that Lovejoy was most emphatically sacri- 
ficed a martyr by bloody bands for the great cause of 
freedom and his country. The enemies of freedom 
will persecute her friends,, whatever principle they may 
act upon. Had he saved his life at tiiis time by flighty 
as he previously had done in a number of instances^ his 
mean mobooratic enemies would have readily called him 
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a coward, and at once proclaimed luin recreant to 
cause and his coantrj. Had he died with a pen in his 
hand, instead of a gun^ the enemies of latiooal and con- 
stitutional liberty would still have protanelj said, as they 
had already even dared to do, ** that he died as the fool 
dieth." ** John came neither eating nor drinkiog, and 
they said he hath a devil.'' ^ The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they said, behold a man ghil- 
tooous, and a wine bibber, a friend of publicans and sin- 
ners." Query. ** If we shall say from heaven : he will 
say, why then did ye not believe in him? But if we 
shall say of men, they feared the people : for all men 
counted John that he was a prophet indeed." 

I noticed a sentence in a pro-slavery journal, severely 
condemnatory of the course of this martyr, for the op- 
pressed, and for the dearest rights of his countrymen. 
It was in these words : ''Like many other pariiaUy coa- 
verted men, Mr. Lovejoy saw the evil of slavery ; but 
when the spirit led him to the cross, he skanbied and 
fell ;" whether it be right in any possible case to resort 
to physical means for self-defence, is not here the ques- 
tion at issue. One thing is certain, that if it be justifi- 
able at all, it is equally so for one as for another, whether 
ministers, laymen, or neither. Another fact is equally 
self-evident, which is, that the cause in which Lovejoy 
^^aiumbled and fell^^^ is a cause as much higher and 
holier than even that in which so many of our dear 
fathers, like Lovejoy, '' atumbledy bledj andfellt" to giva 
us their sons liberty, as the cruel iron of oppression is 
sunk deeper into the souls of two and a half millions of 
our enslaved and suflfering countrymen, than it was into 
theirs. What honest man in his senses can deny this 
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to be a fair inference ? And as it regards the unkind 
reference to the dead, as in the words " partially con- 
verted." Maj heaven save the nation from any kind 
offfdl conversion, that would make us love slavery ; or 
rather not to hate it, in the same holy sense that David 
did the wicked, with a perfect hatred. But may it be 
remembered, that the answer to the enigma of this kind 
of hatred, is *' Love to God supreme, to man universal." 
The principle couched in that invidious language, 
'' that Lovejoy died as the fool dieth," is plainly this, 
that an unprincipled and infuriated mob, whether sober 
or intoxicated, it matters not, if they happen to make up 
the majority of their community for the moment, whether 
that community be axity, a village, or a neighbourhood, 
have a perfect right to trample all written laws and con- 
stitutions uhder their riotous feet, and at once sacrifice 
property, life, and all before them, te gratify their hea- 
ven-daring malice. If this mobocratic principle, which 
is but the very essence and spirit of slaveholding, lynch- 
ing, duelling, &c., could once fully obtain the ascendency 
in the public mind, there would at once forever be an end 
to all order and security for property, for liberty, or for 
life ; for the written constitution and all the statute laws 
of the land, would then no longer be better than blank 
paper. They would then, indeed, be held up as beacons 
only, to invite to blood and crime. Mob law would^then 
become the order of the day. As to excitement or zeal, 
which shall be according to knowledge, in a good cause, 
we all know it to be not only sanctioned, but encouraged 
in the Scriptures. It is also indispensable in effecting 
any valuable reformation in the world. Indeed, we all 
generally question the sincerity of men espousing a^y 
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cause, if they manifest no zeal in it ; and such seMom 
gain a hearing. And how can men expect others to M 
an interest in a cause in which its professed advocatti 
or adherents manifest no interest in themsehres. Lead- 
ing politicans call upon all their followers to do with 
their might what their hands find to do, and why not phi* 
lantbropists and Christians 1 If men, in promoting • 
good cause, pursue their object zealously and perseyeiw 
ingly, but peacefully and lawfully, and such proceedings 
call forth excited, ill-tempered, and sometimes violent 
and lawless opposition, who can be justly chargeable 
with improper excitement? If we say the former, then 
surely our Saviour himself, and all his apostles, might 
justly have been oflen arraigned before the bar of 
Csesar. 

The time has already arrived in our country, when 
some ^^ gentlemen of property cmd of standing^^^ who 
were once found actually engaged to accomplish their 
sinister ends, in opposing and abusing by violence the 
friends of constitutional freedom and free discussion, an 

■ 

now, no doubt, *' ashamed of it," and wish they had been 
otherwise, and more honourably and usefully employed, 
for their own credit, and for the honour and welfare of 
their country. 

And the time cannot be far distant, unless freedom in 
our beloved land is destined to be cloven down» and our 
liberties entirely subverted, and aristocracy and despo- 
tism to reign triumphant, when those houses at the north, 
which continue much longer to be bolted and barred by 
slaveholding abettors, against the bleeding cause» and 
the claims of suffering humanity,^ will probably be re- 
garded in hbtory^in a light somewhat as were those that 
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were closed against our revolutionary fathers, while so 
nobly contending for their rights, their liberties, and for 
the independence of our common country*. '^ These 
things are not now seen, but the end is not yet." Now, 
if the opposers of the cause, and the hosts of apathetic 
neutrals, are indeed at heart, what they say they are, 
imposed to slavery, why will they not, in some way, 
manifest their abhorrence to it, in a manner that shall 
tell upon the hearts and the consciences of slaveholders 1 
And what are we most painfully ttompelled to conclude 
if they will not do it ? If ye are not for me, ye are 
ilgainst me, saith the Saviour of the world. Southern 
politicians, while trampling on our petitions, claim, as a 
reason, that*the north are not opposed to slavery, and 
northern politicians, as well as some who lay claim to a 
m. more sacred name, practically respond. Amen ! 

We oHen hear it adduced as a reason why nothing 
should be said or done on the subject of slavery in our 
country, because it is an exciting subject ; whereas, of 
all reasons conceivable, this very reason is the most 
powerful one, why we should both say and do much on 
the subject. What ! shall I be gravely told that I must 
neither say nor do any thing to rescue my brother in the 
last struggle of sinking into a watery grave, because it 
is an exciting subject, and I shall alarm the people 1 
Am I to be told, in cool blood, to hush up ! when I at- 
tempt to cry fire ! — when my wife, my children, my all, 
are just to be enveloped by the devouring flames ? 

Had the wife and the children, in ** fond expectancy," 
around the dear fireside of the late lamented Mr. Ly- 
man, recently so basely murdered in Rochester in sight 
of his own door, discovered, in time, the cold-blooded 
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and fiend-like destroyer lurking behind his ill-fated vic- 
tim, under cover of darkness, with the instrument of 
instant death in his hand, — they must give no alarm 
for fear of excitement ! Or, could the now disconsolate 
and widowed wives, and the dear orphaned children of 
the recently murdered Cilley and Lovejoy, have inter- 
posed the affectionate hand just in time to ward off the 
deadly sha(\ of the assassin, when pointed at the heart 
of their beloved husbands and fathers, they should not 
have dono so for fear of excitement 1 I have not coa- 
plod those two cases of shocking murder because I 
thought theu) parallel, for indeed I consider them far 
olherwi:»e ; but slill slavery, with its legitimate spirit 
and iudueuco, caused the untimely dea& of both of 
these highly valuable American citizens. By a some- 
what reukarkable coincidence, Maine has first been 
called to make the sacrifice of her two sons upon the 
bloody altar of slavery. The demon code of slavery 
slew one by the hand of the vile rabble, the other by the 
hand of the *^ vile gentleman." They were both slain 
by base assassinators, of different grades only, for** words 
spoken in debate." If law-makers will not sacredly pro- 
tect the lives of all the subjects of law while in the ex- 
ercise of constitutional rights, what can they expect but 
themselves to fall, in their turn, by lawless and bloody 
bands? 

The truth is, that our Creator has wisely and benefi- 
cently endowed us all with natures, capable of sympathy 
or excitement, for the most valuable and benevolent ends, 
4o prompt us to effect our own, and one another's safety 
and welfare, by every just and righteous means. Some 
who talk about excitement, seem to speak of it as a kind 
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of moDster in human nature^ The very fact, that the 
subject of slavery is so exciting, is at once proof posi- 
tive, that the happiness, the liberty, and the lives, not of 
one or two only, but of millions of our fellow*-beings, 
are every moment imminently jeoparded by it. 

Why was the cause so exciting which prompted the 
magnanimous spirits of the Revolution to arise to action 
almost as one man? Was it not that liberty was en- 
dangered ? And had not the noble natures of our illus-, 
trious sires been liberally endowed with the elements of 
this invaluable ingredient, controlled, as it ever should 
be, by virtue, by patriotism, by intelligence and skill, 
might we not now have been the mere vassals of some 
cruel despot over us, where the very first breath of " ex- 
citement " for freedom, might have been '* legally " and 
instantly punished with death 1 for, even in this boasted 
land of the free, and in these ominous times of unhal- 
lowed, despotic, or mobocratic liberty, the desire for the 
same doctrine of tyrants to be settled upon us for ever, 
has been more than hinted at by some petty despots 
among us, asserting that to even ask for freedom is a 
political crime, worthy the infliction of pains and penal- 
ties, to deprive us of those inborn rights of '* thought 
and speech " which first we derived from the very author 
of our being ; and which, with due deference, are but 
sanctioned, fully confirmed, and constitutionally guar- 
antied and transmitted to us by our fathers : signed by 
their palsied hand in death, and sealed by their blood. 
This is no fiction ! It is the voice of these, our de- 
parted fathers, now crying from their tombs to us, their 
sons, to rally around, and vigorously defend the threat" 
ened tree of liberty for which they died. 

12 
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When under a despotic goverament, wheiB the pro- 
perty and the life of every subject must depend entirely 
on the sympathy or the will of one man only, it is indeed 
well for the rights and the lives of the whole, that that 
natural and rational sympathy which all must feel io 
common for one another, should not be manifested. 

We hold two millions and a half of our fc^low-beings 
in this way. When I say we, I mean just as I say. 
We do hold them, and treat them thus as a nation. The 
north may try to shuffle off this whole dread responsi- 
bility upon the south, but all in vaiu. The north can 
never make the south the scapegoat of this great national 
sin, until she has herself first repented of it, and then gone 
to the utmost limits ofthe constitution, politically, and tiUn 
to the full extent of her moral influence, to do it away. 
But this, with the blessing of heaven, would soon wipe 
the foul stain for ever from the nation, and she would 
rise, as from her ashes, before an astonished WQrld. 
And that man who will not sympathize with the op* 
pressed, and do every thing in his power for their amelio- 
ration and peaceful liberation, must be directly or indi- 
irectly, openly or covertly, giving countenance to the sad 
condition of our enslaved countrymen. Suppose every 
man in this nation, not a slaveholder, should exercise 
but a little of that sympathy, in behalf of the millions of 
the perishing slaves, which that father felt, when his Uttk 
son fell overboard from the deck of a vessel ; think you 
our suffering fellow-beings would not soon be delivered 
from the " deep damnation" of their cruel bondage? 

How was this father's sympathy expressed for his 
perishing little son? By the exclamation, "Oh! my 
God ! I cannot see my child perish before my eyes with- 
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out an efTort to save him ;" and instantly plunged into 
the deep, and, with his child in his arms, sank to rise 
no more. Though this aiTectionate fa^er lost his life 
in the attempt, yet who denies it to hare heen a most 
nohle daring 1 But was it any more so, than when to 
save millions, the noble Lovejoy, too, ** launched his 
bark " upon the boisterous ocean of unhallowed pas- 
•ions, and sank forever by bloody hands ? 

But as a nation and a people, instead of our feeling 
too much for our brethren in bondage, our servile and 
contracted hearts, through long habits of selfish coldiiess 
towards their sufferings, privations, and wrongs, as it 
were, are *^ twice dead and plucked up by the roots." 
The truth is, we have sunk this poor wretched people 
80 far beneath our feet, that their entreaties to us for 
justice, for mercy, and for freedom, have long since 
ceased to reach our ears ; and we have, moreover, re- 
cently said, by a dignified and formal congressional 
vote, that we would not be troubled even with their en« 
treaties. But while our ear, as a nation, through our 
ill-gotten wealth, our pride, and all our selfish interests 
and hard-heartednesd, has been closing up against all the 
claims oroiir greatly oppressed fellow-countrymen, there 
is an ear far above ours which has been open, and has 
distinctly heard " their every cry, their every groan, their 
every sigh." And may we not add, the clanking of every 
chain, the sound of every lash ; nay, the falling of every 
tear? And, as a just being, who giveth to every one 
his due, he, too, hath numbered the very drops of blood 
and sweat wrongfully wrung from the poor down-trodden 
and oppressed man, by the hard heart and the griping 
hand of his cruel oppressor ; and in that day when he 
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shall make ** inquisition for blood," the oppressor who 
has not repented, and done works meet for repentance, 
will no doubt receive the reward of his doings, and his 
works will follow him, — when all these drops from 
liquid (ire, by retribution, may be poured out upon his 
conscience forever, to embitter his reflections : for in this 
life he had his good things, but *' Lazarus his evil things." 
And every apologist who, in any manner, shall ** daub 
with untempered mortar," by softening down, or attempt- 
ing to palliate or excuse such dreadful oppressions, will 
no doubt be regarded as an abettor, and will be treated 
accordingly. The man who is accessory to murder, 
and beholds the bloody attempt, and does not do all in 
his power to prevent it, is by all civilized laws, and by 
the common consent of mankind, deemed a murderer 
himself, and is punished accordingly. If this be a com- 
mon sense and a common law principle, as it regards 
an individual, why should it not be so, on the broad scale 
of the murder, or the robbery of thousands and of mil- 
lions of immortal beings 1 It doubtless is so in the eye 
of Him who looketh at the heart, and who cannot be 
mocked. A righteous God doth ever abhor him who 
eateth the bread of the oppressor, and drinketh the wine 
of violence ; and also him who is accessory to it, and 
doth not lifl up his voice like a trumpet against it 
Wholesale oppression has hardened the national hearts 
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SECTION IV. 

" I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OV 8LAVKRT« BE* 
CAUSE IT WILL TAKE AWAT THE PROPERTY OF THE 
SLAFEHOLDERSy AMD BANKRUPT THE SOUTH." 



In the first place, in reply to one part of this objec- 
tion, I deny that man has any right whatever, from any 
proper authority in the universe, with profane hands to 
pluck his fellow man down from an elevated rank, but 
a ** little lower than that of the angels," in which his 
Maker placed him, and reduce him to a common level 
with the beast of the field, and with goods, wares, and 
merchandise, to a mere thing, a ** chattel" in law, and 
then do violence and outrage to every principle of jus- 
tice revealed, or written upon the very constitution of 
man, by arrogantly assuming to claim his fellow, his 
equal and his brother, as his property. It is directly 
against the spirit and the grand principles of our own 
government, as contained both in our constitution and 
the declaration of our independence, and most glaringly 
opposed to every idea which any of us can possibly 
conceive, of equal justice and equal rights among men. 
And more than this, in despite of the utmost efforts of 
men in their cupidity and boundless thirst for power, to 
legalize slavery, and thereby endeavour, in some de- 
gree, to make it respectable, still, according to our own 
law, when slavery is practised in the most legalized and 
modified manner, it is but man-stealing. This declara- 
tion may sound harsh to some who have not duly consi- 

12* 
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dered this subject. But let us all endeaTOur to Wok at 
it as it is, independent of prejudice, and to call things 
by their own names. Men are first stolen firom Afiricat 
forcibly brought into this country, and immediatelj 
transferred from one to another, like any other species 
of property. So far as I have learned, I find the laws 
of all the civilized nations with regard to theft, to be, 
that stolen property can be claiiiied by its true owner 
wherever found. And when one makes a purchase of 
property, he takes it at his own iiak» oo far as his tide 
to hold the specific property is concerned ; and if called 
for by a third person, as stolen property, it devolves on 
the purchaser to trace back, and to prove his title to. be 
older or better than that of the claimant, and, if unaUe 
to do so, the property must at once be surrendered to 
its more rightful owner; and then he may possess it 
until some one can prove an older or a better title than 
his. As it regards man, profanely called a chattel, of 
course it would always be found, that the only valid 
title was still vested in the nwn who was first stolen 
from himself, and whenever and wherever he calls for 
himself, if he be an innocent man, who shall have the 
audacity, this side of the throne above, both against 
legal and moral right,, to challenge his claim 1 

For instance, let any of us be stolen from this coun* 
try, carried to Algiers, or to any part of Africa,, sold 
over and over again to African masters ; should we not 
think we had a just right to ourselves, a title-deed firom 
our Maker, recorded in the archives on high, by which, 
whenever, and wherever, we found ourselves, we could 
proudly and fearlessly claim ourselves to be our own 
lawful property! None but the giver of life and liberty 
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caa li^e them away, unless forfeited by crime. And 
could we make our oscape, should we think it thefl -or 
robbery to take our bodies with the transcript of our 
title-deed engraven upon our constitution^ and just to 
make off with ourselves without ^'Ifpre or license" 
from any created being in the vast dominion of Jeho- 
vah ? I admit thia to be strong language ; but I speak 
with deference, and know what I speak, and mean what 
I say ; provided alwaya^ that we have not sacrificed out 
liberties to our oountry, by ofiending its just and equal 
laws. 

Short of this, I repeat it, there is no created being 
that can rightfully deprive us of the ownership of our- 
selves, and of this high and broad liberty. Every man 
ought to feel this, and to act upon it everywhere. 

*'And if, and if," says one (with the slaveholding 
spirit and dialect), "your d — d ^nigger busines^^ alters 
the case, it is your bull that has gored my ox." 

If this common law and common sense principle be 
correct, then the stolen man can most assuredly, at all 
times, rightfully claim himself; and without the com- 
mission of crime, to forfeit his liberty, could always of 
right, in alt lands^ whether rich or poor, walk forth tri- 
umphantly an independent freeman. This is law in its 
original and immutable principles, and enslaving tnno- 
ceni people is but the mere sufferance of the open and 
high-handed violation of the very first principles of all 
law. And it would not be strange if time should show» 
that there is not a slave in this nation, according to the 
broad and deep*laid principles of our constitution, ex- 
cept ** convicts of crime," (but by implication ;) for one 
of the most prominent of these principles is,, that ^ na 
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perion shall be deprived of his life or hi« liberty witb* 
out due process of law." The American Anti-slaveij 
Society has DOt, however, taken this ground. 

The recent constitutional argument on this subjectt 
by Alvan Stewart, Esq., is at least well worthy the most 
attentive perusal of every American citizen and every 
friend of humanity and civil liberty, if for no other rea* 
son than to see the very strong bias which existed in 
the minds of our worthy fathers in favour of uoiversal 
liberty at the adoption of the constitution. Little did 
they then think, that, instead of a speedy and a universal 
emancipation, seven vast slave markets would be so 
soon added to this Union. 

I believe that the strict adherence to the letter and 
the spirit of the great fundamental principles of our con- 
stitution, in connexion with those contained in the im- 
mortal declaration of American independence, is the 
only thing (under God) that can renovate and save our 
country from the wreck of by-gone republics ; for these 
are the eternal principles of all truth, both natural and 
revealed. 

Pirates, who have cut loose from all law, and are, 
therefore, outlaws, are the only created beings in the 
wide universe, that could strictly be slaveholders : for 
they defy all law, standing aloof from civilized man, 
being a " kind of law unto themselves." But even in 
this case, it appears to me, that such men (if men they 
could, in any sense, be called,) could not be regarded 
in any other light but that of *« legal monsters," for they 
would have outraged every just principle of law, both 
human and divine, and would be <^ sinning against all 
heaven and earth." But, replies one, with all the cool- 
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ness of talking about any other live stock, ^ all this 
may be so by a certain ^ kink in the law' as to ^ tham 
are niggers^ what are brought from Africa, but as to 
^ tham are niggers^ what are raised by their masters, it 
is no such thing." 

Well, then, let me steal your iBock of sheep of 100, 
and in a week they happen to have increased to 200. 
You come for your stolen property ; you can just take 
the 100 old sheep, and go home with yourself; but as 
to the 100 young sheep, they are mine, sir. 

Now, I don't see but that a man of enterprise, who i» 
fond of the good things of this life, might in this way 
lawfully supply himself, and all his good neighbours too, 
with lamb, veal, pigs, chickens, &c., with very little 
change in his pocket. ** But," says oiie, ** this is small 
talk." 

I know very well that people who hate a whole sub- 
ject, never hear it treated to suit them; for manner 
cannot be very pleasing^ when the matter is offensive. 
The only treatment of a subject to suit such persons, is 
with the more solid arguments of stones and brickbats, or 
with open ridicule, or with sileut aflTecttsd cuuleinpt. But 
suppose slavery could be legalized by men, so that it 
would not be human robbery or man*stealing, (which i 
deny according to the very basis of all laws of the civi- 
lized world,) it would still be a most flagrant violation of 
the divine law, which requires us, under the penalty of 
God's displeasure, ^* to defend the poor and fatherless," 
to do justice to the afflicted and needy, to break every 
yoke, to deliver the spoiled out of the band of the 
oppressor, and to let the oppressed go free." 

Now let us lay aside for a moment dark and cruniiial 
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prejudice, and make the case our own ; then any whether 
any treatment short of this towards the oppressed can 
he acting up to that hlessed and uniyersally admitted 
«> golden rule," ** as you would that others should do to 
you, do ye even so to them." But to extend our con- 
ceptions again for a moment to our new home in Africa, 
where we are sold and driven from place to place in 
chains, toiling 16 hours a day in a huming sun, and 
grinding our own supper of com at night, and all for our 
African kidnappers and masters ; think you we shoold 
deem it a crime, or that our God would charge it to our 
account, should we at times when denied us by our cruel 
<* black " masters, take enough of the fruit of our own 
hard unrequited toil to stop the cravings of hunger, of 
ourselves, our wives, and our children? Tet the pale- 
skinned kidnappers and masters, have the hardihood to 
call this '* stealing," and most cruelly whip, and crop off 
ears for it, and sometimes put to death the wretched 
victims of their tyrannical power for taking enough of 
their own hard earnings (and by right their own proper- 
ty) to satisfy present hunger. How sadly now are the 
tables turned upon us, and how the picture is inverted. 
To a mind that has been enlightened on this subject, 
and led to see, and to feel all the ** horribleness " of 
slavery, the very sofl and modified terms often applied 
to slaveholders, merely to pity, or to apologize for them, 
or at most to express a very modei^te degree of blamei 
appears about as inappropriate as that which was ooce 
made use of to express the guilt and crime of a base 
assassin, who took the life of his neighbour in a cold* 
blooded and horrid manner. Said one, *^ he ought to 
have been aahamed " of it ! ! ! But the time doubtlese 
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will yet arrive, when the crime and the guilt of holding 
a human and an immortal being, as a mere chattel, an 
appendage only to promote the happiness of his equal 
and his fellow — and buying and selling him like a beast 
of burden, will be regarded by the whole world as much 
greater than that of stealing a horse, as man is superior 
to this animal in intellectual and moral worth, and as his 
hopes and bis destinies may ever rise in infinite superi- 
ority and importance. 

When this time^ shall arrive, the crime of stealing a 
MAN, will be deemed worthy of the nations to combine to 
apprehend one offender. 

Who that has lived no longer than half a century in 
the world, has not witnessed changes in public sentiment 
which have as much, or even more astonished him, than 
this would ? Who that has looked over the annals of 
mankind, is not convinced of the extreme mutability of 
human opinions, and human prejudices ? Indeed, what 
stands out on the records of time more prominently, and 
in bolder relief, than the fact, that what was popular yes- 
terday, has been on the wane to day, and exploded to- 
morrow 1 

With regard to the other part of this objection, which 
is that of bankrupting the south to abolish slavery, it ap- 
pears to me, there need hardly more be said in reply to 
it, than that slavery itself is very rapidly doing this same 
work.r The extent of territory occupied by slavehold- 
ers, being much more than equal to that of the hardy 
sons of freedom in the free States, who deem it honour- 
able to labour with their own hands ; and the amount paid 
into the public treasur/ from the slave States, being, in 
comparison with the free States^ as one to five only^ \a 
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of itself proof positive, tiiat the abolition of slaverj is 
the only thing that can save the south from poverty* 
bankruptcy, and utter prostration and degradation, phys- 
ical, mental, and moral ; for God will ever curse the op- 
pressor with a blighting curse. 

Was it necessary here, it might easily be shown toOi 
that natural causes have alwajrs been providentially em- 
ployed to effect thus gradually, but not the less certain, 
their own ruin. A just God hath always in reserve 

"Justice for th' oppresp'd, 
And judgement for the proud.'* 

Did I dare allow myself, on this great and sacred 
subject of human liberty, to appeal often to the compar- 
atively base and sordid considerations of pecuniary in- 
terest, 1 could, without hesitation, give it as my own de- 
liberate opinion, that, so far from universal southern 
emancipation, producing southern bankruptcy, or even 
diminishing the aggregate value of the 'property of the 
slaveholding States, it would in reality, very soon in- 
crease it many fold. Many substantial reasons might 
be adduced from observation and experience, in full 
proof of this opinion. But suffice it to say here, that 
the vast sterile fields of the entire south, owing to the 
blighting curse of unrequited toil, which now rate with 
northern iarms as one to five, would at once be brought 
fairly into the great market of the whole civilized world, 
and be cut up into suitable farms for the occupancy of 
independent freemen, whose industry and skill would 
soon bring every nook and comer of them into the high- 
est possible state of cultivation. But the very bad hus- 
bandry, almost necessarily the attendant, as might weU 
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be expected, of umrewarded labtM», now leaTei^ tiioio 
otherwise fertile fields in a measurably unproducdre 
state* 

And, ekoy as it now is, the abhonence wbich by far 
the greater part as well as the better part of mankind so 
justifiably entertain to slayery, shuts out the southern 
lands. from any thing like an equal market with other 
portions of the globe, or in the same ratio that this just 
abhorrence to slavery, exists among men. Did an en- 
terprising company of northern '^yankees," for instance, 
own the entire twelve States, were they good financiers, 
what would most likely be their mode of greatly advan- 
cing the worth of their lands from their present low 
value 1 Why, doubtless, to follow the wise example of 
all experience in this particular, where real estate has 
risen to the highest possible value and demand. They 
would first run out their lands into the most eligible size 
and dimensions for firemen to occupy ; and would next 
take efiective measures greatly to improve the state of 
society, in every thing desirable to render it the most 
inviting to all the civilized as well as the christianized 
world. 

We have uniformly seen this course ptursued where 
real estate has risen high in value. £ven professed 
unbelievers in religion, who have been great land pro- 
prietors, or proprietors of towns or villages, have, not- 
withstandiiig, often aided liberally in the erection of 
houses for pnblio worship, in the establishment of insti- 
totions of learning, and in the general improvement of 
society ; and allpro/eMed/y from purely interested consid- 
eratione, to enhMice the value of their estate, bjr^briag* 
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iag it into a better, and a more general maik^ among 
men* 

The wealthj Girard, thoagh an avowed discarder 
of all religion, often practicall j and pn^esaedly acted 
upon this principle, in aiding in the erection of houses 
for public worship in Philadelphia. Who does net 
know that the real value of rents or lots in cities, or of 
farms in all countries, is very much regulated bj the 
characteristic of the neighbourhood in which thej may 
chance to be located 1 

To cite but a single case directly in point: there is 
now proof positive, that the moment Lovejoy fell by riot- 
ous and murderous hands — by the virtual countenance 
of the citizens of Alton ; by a kind of ominous and pre- 
monitory judgement, real estate in that place, that mo- 
ment fell also ; for it is now well known, that some of 
the few noble souls, who were not afraid to stand up in 
defence of the laws of God and man, against the infat- 
uated and infuriated multitude, in that memorable place* 
now feeling themselves providentially called upon, are 
desirous to obey the call and testify against that ciQr, 
by shaking from their feet the very dust of her streets,'' 
find no sale for their real estate ; being, apparently, un- 
der an injunction from the court of Heaven, seeming to 
say, ** there is a heavy debt of blood against this guil^ 
city, the discharge of which is forthwith demanded." 
Whether the righteous frown of offended Heaven will 
rest upon this verily guilty place, as a warning to the 
worid, until the third or fourth generation, may depend 
upon the condition whether its inhabitants diall *^do 
works owte for repentance ;" for if there be a righteous 
Governor of the Universe who will ever, in some way 
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tiiat yr% know not, maintain the purity and the dignity of 
his government, inviolate, and ** will by no means clear 
the guilty," that people should never dare to expect his 
complacent favour, until they lawfully render the blood 
4>f the guilty for the blood of the innocent, slain in their 
midst. No apologies, excuses, or prevarications, will 
ever be regarded, but with abhorrence, by Him who can- 
not be mocked with impunity. Public opinion in that 
place, at that time, being against the known laws of God 
and man, and being thus lawlessly carried out, goes for 
nothing but to establish the deeper condemnation of that 
community. 

tJust so it is upon an extended scale, in regard to the 
dreadful state of southern society, both as to slavery 
itself, and all its consequent train of unnumbered moral, 
social, and political evils. It has long been well known, 
that thousands of European emigrants to America, for a 
number of reasons, would havepreferred settling in some 
of the southern states, had it not been for their deep 
and settled abhorrence to slavery. It is also well known, 
that at this moment there are a great number of north- 
em people more or less afiected with pulmonary com- 
plaints, who would gladly exchange their residences for 
southern ones, at almost any pecuniary sacrifices with- 
in their power, were it not for their insurmountable aver- 
sion to slavery, and to slaveholding society ; and that 
they have therefore deliberately made up their minds that 
they would choose rather to live out but half their days, 
in a northern (and to them,) uncongenial climate, but 
in a land of freedom, there to be obliged io have their 
«ars pained, and their hearts afflicted and laaMated by 
the clanking of chains, and the sound of the lash upon their 
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innocent fellow beings, and the oft repeated pi e rci n g 
shrieks of parting friends; all of which thej well know 
to be but every-daj occurrences, on the bioodj MAb^ or 
in the dark prison-house of slarerj. 

The southern soil is even more luxuriant than the 
northern, but their slavery has long been a curse and a 
blight upon it. There is no freeman's arm there made 
strong and vigorous by the just hope of reward. 

The experiment has already been abundantly tried in 
a variety of instances where the slaves of a single slave- 
holder, and of whole communities, have been emanci- 
pated, and laboured as freemen, for a just compensation ; 
and free labour has be«u found, universally, to have been 
more productive than slave labour. Whenever slaves 
have been emancipated, they have leaped for joy that 
they wore then the owners of themselves, their wives 
and their children ; and have generally remained labour- 
ing for their former masters, (when properly treated,) 
contented and happy, and were more faithful, and the 
nett proceeds of their labour have been found to be mors 
productive and more satisfactory than while they were 
slaves. This has been so in South America, in Mex- 
ico, and in all the British and West India Islands. In- 
deed, it certainly would seem to need no argument to 
prove all this, when the vast superiority of industry, pros- 
perity, and wealth, on the side of free labouring commu- 
nities are taken into account. 

And as to those "monsters in human shape," who 
own no other property but human flesh, and make it 
their whole business to traffic in this article, constantly 
driving human souls under the whip, fiom the very cmp- 
itol of the nation to the gur south and southwest* chain- 
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ed ia droves; themselves, in the mean time* often revelling 
in luxury and dissipatiooy while their miscalled or stolen 
propertj, is pining and groaning under its chains, who 
would not be willing, nay, rejoice, to see this class 
of slave-dealers, if need be, themselves reduced to the 
necessity of wholesome and honourable labour, and their 
poor, half-starved, miserable victims set free 1 

I heard one man say, (who did not, himself, profess to 
be an abolitionist,) that whoever would not rejoice at 
this, would, most likely, himself turn pirate upon his fel- 
low-man, when an opportunity presented. How this 
might be, I will not here pretend to say, but leave it to the 
good sense of all to judge. The slaveholders, and growl- 
ers, and planters, in their self-righteous, hypocritical dig- 
nity retire behind the scene,and (We, sanctimoniously pull 
the wires of the whole ** accursed piratical machinery" 
of slavery, and with base and gross absu rdity, affect 
greatly to despise their own chosen " soul drivers," and 
their '* soul buyers ;" but still are ** rearing " their fellow 
men, with the sole purpose to put them directly into the 
very hands of these '* base men," which they so much 
affect to despise, and in whose society they will not min- 
gle, as they say, (themselves being judges,) on account 
of their baseness and degradation. And these holy and 
consistent men, behind the scene, are also, at this mo- 
ment, determined to leave nothing undone in their power, 
to annex Texas to the Union, if possible, immediately, 
for an additional vast market, to furnish constant employ 
for this very class of beings, which they say they so 
mudi loath and abhor. *' ! consistency, thou art a 
jewel." 

Would not, for instance, the common sense of pro- 

13* 
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prittty of sTery man in oar respectiYtt commiimlies^ 
readily condemn any itot oi men aa moat baael j hypo- 
critical, who should themaeWea attend church on the 
aabbath, with all the exterior of the moat unfeigned and 
exemplary piety, while they made a conatant practice tn 
employ a great number of men, to engage in aecular 
business on that day, and all the while denouncing these 
very men that they employed, as a *^ lile set of sabbadi 
breakers I" 



SECTION T. 

** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLA VERT, BE- 
CAUSE IT WILL LET THE ** NIGGERS " ALL L008R 
AMONG US, AND TBET WILL MURDER THEIR MAS- 
TERS, AND OVERRUN OUR COUNTRY AS VAGABONDS." 

It is sometimes unavoidably amusing, while mingled 
with regret to those who are free from the blood of op- 
pression, and know no fear but the fear of God, and 
suspect no evil but from his righteous displeasure, to 
observe the effect of such guilty, but groundless appre- 
hensions. 

A remarkable instance of this was shown on the 31sft 
of July, 1834, by the American vessels which had laia 
for weeks in the harbour at the Island of Antigua, weigh- 
ing anchor, and making their escape through actual fear 
that the whole Island would be destroyed on the follow- 
ing day, being the time 30,000 souls were to be ushered 
into being from their nonentity in the dark dungeon of 
bondage into the noon-day sun of freedom ; to be tnms- 
formed from things into men, and for the first time to 
fling the life-inspiring song of jubilee. 

Ere these fearfully guilty Americans set sail, they 
also most earnestly besought their friends there, to es- 
cape with them from the Island, as for their lives. Bui 
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their fnends were not thus terrified because they had pre> 

▼iously resolved to do right, and therefore they feared no 

evil. They felt that to be just, is to be safe, — wellt 

what was the dreadful sequel ? Though there were 18 

emancipated coloured people to one uncoloured person 
on the Island^ it was still a scene of great delight to all 

the uncoloured people to behold 30^000 newly created 
MEN, in extasies, thanking and blessing God and man 
for their new creation^ and when the holy-days of their 
jubilee were over, to see them voluntarily and peace- 
fully go to their accustomed employments with pleasure 
and alacrity, not now as mere things^ like unto the im- 
plements which they use in their labour, but as MEN, 
among the lords ofcreation^ in a sphere ** but a littie lower 
than that of the angelsJ*^ Now who that knows man- 
kind can wonder at all this, or think for a moment that 
men possessing rights in common with their fellow men, 
unless they do great violence to the acknowledged laws 
of humanity, will not feel a common interest likewise in 
sustaining their own government, which inviolably se- 
cures to them all their own rights. On this point, in a 
late speech in the senate of the United States, Daniel 
Webster says, ** a man loves his own ; it is fit and 
natural that he should do so ; and he will love his countiy, 
and its institutions, if he have some stake in it, althou^ 
it be but a very small part of the general mass of pro- 
perty. If it be but a cottage, an acre, a garden, its pos- 
session raises him, gives him self respect, and streng;lhr 
ens his aUaehment to his country. It is our happy con- 
dition, by the blessings of providence, that almost every 
flHUi of sound healdi, industrious habits, and good morals, 
can ordinarily attain, at least to this degree of comfort 
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and respMtability ; and it is a rMult» said he» moat dd- 
TOut]j to bjo wished^ both ibr it3 indrndual^ and its 
general amtequeneea. And again, speaking of Massa- 
chusetts, (his own state,) he says, ** It is no matter of 
regret or sorrow to us, that few are very rich ; but it is 
our pride and glory^ that few are very poor. It is, he 
continues, our still higher pride, and our just boast, as I 
think, that all her citizens possess means of intelligence 
and education; and that of all her productions, she 
reckons among the. very ehiefesU those which spring 
from the culture of the mind and the heart." 

Now, while Mr. Webster was proclaiming these noble 
and self-evident sentiments in favour of freedom from 
the senate chamber to the nation and the world, one of 
two or three things is apparent ; either that he did not 
consider the two and a half millions of people in 
this land, deprived of all rights, as human beings, or that 
he entirely overlooked them ; or, that he meant to in- 
clude them; or, if none of these views be correct, 
through fear of freedom in debate^ he designedly sup- 
pressed his better feelings of humanity, as well as a 
purer, broader, and still nobler patriotism, in minutely 
discussing the just claims to equal liberty, of all his 
countrymen, bond, or free, regardless of complexion, 
stature, or condition. Perhaps he deemed it imprudent^ 
or dangerous^ to meddle with so exciting a subject as 
that of the rights of millions of his countrymen, whose 
complexion is higher coloured than his own. 

Now it is no wonder that our nation, which has been 
so long stained with the innocent blood of our greatiy 
oppressed fellow-countrymen, should be haunted ^bo^ 
when we wake and when we sleep," with these awfully 
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fearfal and guilty forobodingi of e?i. No wonder Uiit 
cor nation talks about '^ezpediencj'* an mock, and 
*' fears to launch awaj** upon the great ocean ef Imdi 
and justice in regard to liberating ita mittioBa of homJ^ 
fndfk 

We are told that the " wicked flee« when no man pin>- 
sueth, but that the righteous are bold as a lion !^ I sup- 
pose this righteousness, and this boldness here spokea 
of, consists simply ia a humble confidence and trust in 
Him, in doiog right, in whose hands are the destinies of 
men and nations. Most of the impious and vacillatiiig 
expediency of men, is but the very of&pring of the oppo* 
site of this confidence, and in many cases betrays an 
entire destitution of it. 

There appears to be men (and perhaps not a few in 
high places in the nation,) who, though they would not 
be thought atheistical in their sentiments, yet neTcrthe- 
less act, as though there was no Supreme goverament 
over us, to which they were in any possible sense 
amenable. 

Let an individual feel conscious of having greatly 
injured another, in his property, or his reputation, until 
he repents, and makes all the reparation in his power, 
he will of course be constantly labouring under the 
painful apprehension, of being in some way injured ia 
return. This is perhaps a kind of earnest of the judge- 
ment of heaven following him ; an awful omen of the 
future. But let us see from facts and rational argu- 
ments, if we will repent, and make suitable reparation, 
whether these fears have any foundation or existence, 
but in our tortured and guilty imaginations. Dr. Ghan- 
ning, in speaking of emancipation in the West Indiei, 
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says, ** th# example which these Islands exhibit of Afrr- 
can free^onn of the elevation of the coloured race to the 
r^hts of men, is of all influences most menacing to 
slavery at the south. It must grow, says he, ^ con- 
tinually more perilous." Let any one read the highly 
credible and encouraging account of emancipated slaves 
in the West Indies, which I recently had the pleasure of 
hearing from the lips ef Rev. Mr. Tinson, a Baptist 
Missionary for the last fifleen years on the, Island of 
Jamaica, and longer doubt if he can, whether die colour- 
ed man is a human being, capable of fully appreci- 
ating all his rights as a man. Let him then doubt if he 
can, whether he should be held (while innocent of crime,) 
in ^* vile bondage," and miserable degradation a moment, 
merely because his *' pale skinned, or his uncoloured bro- 
ther, has got the power in his hands thus to oppress him, 
and in open outrage of all the self-evident principles of 
justice and humanity, violently wrests from him all his 
heaven-born and inalienable rights. Is this not doing 
violence to all sense of justice. in heaven or earth? 
Who can for a moment believe it right for man, arbitrarily 
to exercise his superior p u# > i over his fellow man, 
merely to oppress him, and te Imake him miserable, as 
this nation are so wickedly treating both the Indians 
and the Africans ? Wherever slaves have been emanci- 
pated throughout the world, either voluntarily, or by law, 
they have remained quiet, and contented, conscious that 
they then owned their own bodies, their own wives, and 
their own children, they have felt ** rich and happy," and 
have shown no disposition whatever to revenge their past 
inimies." 

Oor ** grateful natura^" iu this, as might well be ex- 
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pected, has ever proved true to hanelR Atflltfim re- 
marked, this hae ever proved to have beeik4||» caaoi 
whenever and wherever fairly tried. Indeed, il never 
can be fairly tried in any country where a veetlge of 
slavery 3ret remains, for it will forever be the ** damning ^ 
interest and policy of slaveholders, to oppress and to 
putdown freedom, regardless of colour. Freedom and! 
slavery are forever sworn *« antagonists;'' for the one ii 
from above, and the other is from beneath. In ths 
island of Antigua, as I have said, there were eighteea 
blacks, when emancipated, to one white, .and they all 
remained quiet, and continued their accustomed em- 
ployment with far more diligence and interest than whea 
slaves. Their former masters then doubtless treated 
them as human beings, as one freeman treats another 
freeman, and therefore they were satisfied and coo- 
tented. 

In support of these opinions and statements, I will 
here, out of very many, cite a few interesting, encou- 
raging, and well-known facts on this subject, which, I 
think, cannot be unacceptable to any ; as most persons 
very justly regard well-subetantiated facts with far mcut' 
favour, on either side of any given question, than they 
do even volumes of mere assertions without prooi^ 

SAFETY OF BMANCIPATION. 

Joseph H. Eimbal, Esq. of New Hampshire, and' 
Rev. James A. Thome of Kentucky, were sent out 
to collect facts respecting the result of eowncipatioa 
in the British West Indies. They spent six OMmtbe in 
Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica, and have pubHrtwd 
tiie result of their investigations well attthMiticated. 
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The fiB9|||ipg extractSt for which w% are indebted to 
the Tlfljl^it Recorder^ (says the N^v-Tork Evange- 
lifltv) wmLA aome idea cf the testutnoiiy .which they 
collected. 

M Both in town and country we heard genllenien re- 
^.ipeatedly speak of the slight fastenings to their houses. 
A mere lock, or bolt, was all that secured the outside 
doors, and they might be burst open with ease by a 
single man. In some cases, as has already been inti- 
mated, the planters habitually neglect to fasten their 
doors -^ so strong is their confidence of safely. We 
were not a little struck with the remark of a gentleman 
in St. John's. He said he had long been desirous to 
remove to England, his native country, and had slavery 
continued much longer in Antigua, he certainly should 
have gone; but now the security of property wcu so 
much greater in Jlntigua than it was in England, that 
he thought it doubtful whether he should ever venture 
to take his family thither. 

** The first of August, 1834, is universally regarded 
in Antigua, as having presented a most imposing and 
sublime moral spectacle. It is almost impossible to be 
in the company of a missionaiy, a planter, or an eman- 
cipated negro, for ten minutes, witflSfit hearing some 
allusion to that occasion. Even at the time of our visit 
to Antigua, after the lapse of nearly three years, they 
spoke of the event with an admiration apparently ui^ 
abated. 

** For some time previous to the first of Augusti fore- 
bodings of disaster lowered over the island. The day 
wad fixed! Thirty thousand degraded human beings 
were to be brought forth from the dungeon of slavery 

U 
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and * turned loose on the community 1^ and dm was to 
be done * in a moment* in the twinkling of an eje.' 

** Gloomy apprehensions were entertained by many 
of the planters. Some timorous families did not get to 
bed on the night of the 3l8t of July ; fear drove aleep 
from their eyes, and they awaited with fluttering pulw*v 
the hour of midnight, fearing lest the same bell which 
sounded jthe jubilee of the slaves, should toll the death-> 
knell of the masters. 

" The more intelligent, who understood the disposi- 
tion of the negroes, and contemplated the natural tend- 
encies of emancipation, through philosophical principles, 
and in the light of human nature and history, were free 
from alarm. 

** As we mingled among the missionaries, both ia 
town and country, meeting them individually and in 
social circles, they all bore witness to the security of 
their persons and families. They, equally with the 
planters, were surprised that we should make any in- 
quiries about insurrections. A question on this subject 
generally excited a smile, a look of astonishment, or 
some exclamation, such as ^^Insurrection I my dear 
sirs, we do not think of such a thing ;" or, ^ Rebellion, 
indeed ! why, what should they rebel for note, since they 
have got their liberty !" 

Physicians informed us that they were in the habit of 
riding into the country at all hours of the night, and 
though they were constantly passing negroes, both singly 
and in companies, on the roads, they never had experi- 
enced any rudeness, not even so much as an insolent 
word. They could go night or day into any part of the 
island where their professional duties palled them, with- 
out the slightest sense of danger. 
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A residence of nine weeks in the island gave us no 
small opportunity of testing the reality of its boasted 
ilecurity. The hospitality of planters and missionaries* 
of which we have recorded so many instances in a pre- 
vious part of this work, gave us free access to their 
^"liouses in every part of the island. In many cases wo 
were constrained to spend the night with them, and thus 
enjoyed, in the intimacies of the domestic circle, and in 
the unguarded jpaoments of social intercourse, every 
opportunity of detecting any lurking fears of violence, if 
such there had been ; but we saw no evidence of it, 
either in the arrangements of the houses or in the con- 
duct of the inmates. 

Dr. Daniel, Member of Council, says — 
^' There has been no instance of personal violence 
since freedom. Some persons pretended, prior to eman- 
cipation, to apprehend disastrous results ; but for my 
part, I cannot say that I ever entertained such fears. I 
could not see any thing which was . to instigate the 
negroes to rebellion, after they had obtained their 
liberty. 1 have not heard of a single case of even 
mediiaied revenge." 
< Rev. Mr. Merrish, Moravian Missionary, says — 

**ln my extensive intercourse with the people, as 
missionary, I have never heard of an instance of violence 
or revenge on the part of the negroes, even where they 
had been ill-treated during slavery. It is most surpris- 
ing that your countrymen should anticipate such conse- 
quences of emancipation. Their fears are unreascpable 
and groundless." 

Hon. H. Nugent, Speaker of the Assembly, says — 
'* Insurrection or revenge is in no case dreaded, not 
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even by those planters who wece moet cruel in the time 
of slaverjr. After slavery is abolished there eausts no 
cause for rebellion. It is yawr natioDy not Antigua, tiiat 
has reason to apprehend insurrections, for slaYerj siiU 
exists among you. My family go to sleep every ni^ 
with the doors unlocked, and we fear neither vicd^ace 
nor robbery." 

Again, in a written communication, the same gentk- 
man remarks : '* There is not the slightest feeling of in- 
security — quite the contrary. Property is more secure* 
for all idea of inswrrection is abolished forever.*^ 

For innumerable, well-authenticated, and overwhelm- 
ing facts on the subject of the perfect safety, and vast 
superiority to all concerned of immediate emancipation, 
over all other guilty and ** expedient" schemes, for the 
abolition of slavery, hitherto devised by the wicked 
policy of man, I would refer any one to the results of the 
unwearied labours of these men, while visiting the eman- 
cipated islands. The authenticated facts which they 
collected from official documents, and otherwise, have 
been recently published in a work of nearly five hun- 
dred pages. The most essential facts, however, have 
just been condensed into a pamphlet of one hundred and 
twenty-eight pages, at the trifling sum of twenty cents 
per single copy. Could all these deeply interesting 
facts at once be read by every family in this nation, the 
whole land would soon resound with two and a half 
millions of voices, in the thrilling songs of jubilee. In* 
deed fiptebn bullions of souls would have abundant 
eause to join in the general song of joy. 

One has said, that from ample experience and ohser- 
tationi it is abundantly evident that men will work harder 
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for **Mr. Gash than they will for Mr. Lash.'' And 
indeed, what man could not labour with more encour- 
agement and vigour for himself and for his wife and 
children whom he loves^Hban for a cruel tyrannical master 
whom he hiUes^ and who should sellhis wife and children 
from him before his 0¥m eyes, into a retumless bondage; 
and then give him <* daily stripes unnumbered," and but 
a peck of corn a weak for his food, ground with his own 
hands at night, when he should be resting his weary 
limbs, and nothing for his ceaseless toil of sixteen hours 
a-day 1 

And with regard to the wonderful panic of some, that . 
the north would be overrun with the blacks, if emanci- 
pated, it is altogether visionary and deceptive. Who 
doeif not know that the southern climate is far more 
congenial to the African constitution, than the northern 1 

The only reason why there are even as many coloured 
people at the north, as there now are, (though northern 
laws and prejudices are still heavy upon them to what 
they should be) is owing solely to the most severe and 
eppressive laws throughout the entire dark dominions of 
tyranny and slavery against coloured j)eople, ^^ merely 
tantalized as free," which in effect tend greatly as is the 
desire and the interest of slaveholders, to entirely banish 
them from the slave states. And in some of the slave 
states they have even dared, before high Heaven and the 
world, to enact unconstitutional laws, to banish innocent 
fireemen from their bounds, (some of whom Uieir own 
children) because their complexion happened to be a 
little higher coloured than their own. I ^hall have oc- 
casion to quote some of these outrageous and plainly 
unconstitutional enactments sooo^then all can judge for 

14* 
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themselves wfaedier they would evidently amoant te an 
indirect prohibition of even a tesidenee o^ this greetlj 
abused, oppressed, and persecated pec^le^ within the 
limits of such States. 

The freeman' of this nation,, knowing such dreadfid 
outrages upon freedom to exist in our country, and will 
not at least testify loudly against it, with all the morat 
as well as all the constitutional political influence in hit- 
power, will not, nay, ought not his turn by just retribution 
to come next ? If it do not fall upon ^'m^he is heaping up 
calamity and wo for his children and his country. Let 
an unprejudiced man of common understanding, once 
look at all the laws not against the slave only, bat 
against freemen, growing out of the very nature and spirit 
of slavery, and necessarily so, (as slaveholders admit) to 
maintain slavery, many of which are clearly arbitraiy and 
unconstitutional ; and must he not see that slaveiy and 
freedom ^ from the nature and tendency of each, and 
from the very necessity of the case, cannot long exist 
together in the same government ? Slaveholders see this^ 
and are arrogantly and tyrannically demanding that the 
free shall be enslaved. Who cannot see that one must 
soon destroy the other^ like the more powerful of two 
contending elements, destroying the weaker? The 
coloured people now called free, as well as some whites^ 
from unconstitutional laws growing out of slavery, and 
necessary to maintain it, are but just one remove from 
absolute slavery itself. And these violations of the* 
sacred principles of freedom^ and daring encroachments 
upon her rights, will ever be increasing and becoming 
more and more arrogwt and arbitrary ill thehr ezorfoitanl 
dbmands^unless freedomboldly andfirmly take her stand.. 
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aad say unto her haughty and tyramucal foe, thus far shalt 
thou go and no farther^ and here shall iky proud waves 
he staid I Unless there be energy enough in freedom 
thus to take her stand, and unless she thea possess . 
power enough to maintain itt she falls a bleeding victim 
to her deadly antagonist. Slaves and freemen cannot 
long dwell together. Either all musi be free or all must 
be slaves. Slaveholders well understand this principle ; 
as McDuffie, Calhoun, and other leading southenr 
slaveholding politicians have frankly avowed it in the 
councils of the nation, and they are not idle. 

While some at the north are trying to make slaves- 
freemen, the southern politicians and ecclesiastics, al- 
most as a whole, and not unaided by northern ones, are 
trying much more to make freemen slaves. 

Our interests, so long as slavery exists, are antipodes, 
except that a few northern demagogues, and some, too, 
who assume a more sacred garb, will court slavery,, with 
every thing else, as a political stepping-stone to power. 
The affair of St. Domingo (now Hayti) has been greatly 
misrepresented through ignorance, and also through de* 
sign, to perpetuate slavery in this country. In the first 
place, their 600,000 slaves were emancipieited byade* 
eree of France, and they enjoyed all the rights of free- 
men in peace and quietude eight years ; when JBonaparte, 
in his unhallowed career, from mere political " expedi- 
ency," attempted to reduce them to slavery again. But 
they fought as freemen (as did our fathers) in defence 
of all their dear and sacred rights : ail that they held 
worth living for,— their yree<iom, — and banished or 
massacred their tyrannical invaders,^ and the whites of 
the island which were found engaged with them.; axul 
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France meanly extorted from them thirty millioiiB as the 
boon of the acknowledgement of their independence- 
France, however, has recently remitted a. large part of 
this amount, and is now rapidly preparing to emancipate 
all her slaves. And how much better is our conduct 
towards them than Bonaparte's, when we, as a nation, 
in shameless violation of faith, have refused, on account 
of our own slavery, to acknowledge the independence 
of this people, with a population of nearly a million, with 
flourishing and extensive commercial relations? 

And how will it stand out in history with our indecent 
and hasty acknowledgement of but thirty thousand reck- 
less slaveholding and land-jobbing Texans, who, con- 
scious of being entirely unable to maintain their inde- 
pendence against their legitimate government, Mexico, 
are therefore seeking and pressing their admission 
into this Union, by southern aid, regardless of the con- 
stitution or the consequences. For a more particular 
account of Hayti, I would refer any one to Judge Jay's 
Inquiry, a valuable work, to give them references to 
the whole authentic history of St. Domingo and Hayti. 
As *' to turning the slaves all out loose among us," 
some seem to think the abolishment of slavery means 
turning the slaves all out reckless and lawless, ** to run 
riot through the land," (as too many white freemen have 
shamefully done of late,) to prey upon the very vitals of 
community, without the ordinary and proper restraints 
of the same wholesome and rational laws which are al- 
ways necessary for the common safety, regulation, and 
good government of all communities of men. But this 
is altogether a vague and visionary notion. Give men 
their freedom, and they are Aen not only subjecU cf law« 
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but proper subjects ; they are then put upon their own 
conduct, for a character and a standing in community ; 
and as they value their liberty, they will ever be care-^ 
ful not to forfeit it. They have then thrown around 
them all the rational motives, both of fear and of en> 
couragement, to act right. Emancipation converts en- 
emies into friends of a government. Why should it 
not be so ? 

This, indeed, is the very government of Heaven over 
us all. Our beneficent Creator has wisely and benevo* 
lently given us all our freedom, that we might feel our 
accountability to all his righteous and equal laws, hav« 
ing no respect to persons, colour, or condition. 

Genuine and rational freedom does not mean the \m^ 
restrained indulgence of a licentious, lawless, riotous 
spirit, which acknowledges no accountability whatever 
to God or to man. This is not the kind of freedom 
that any man, with rational and consistent views of civil 
liberty, wishes to give two and a half millions of his suf> 
fering fellow-countrymen, now under the yoke of a cruel 
bondage in our midst ; but that kind only which will 
tend to give them a proper sense of their accountability 
to law, both ** human and divine." Would this kind of 
freedom be dangerous ? To secure the greatest possible 
amount of happiness, to the greatest possible number, 
tike most equal, scrupulous, and conscientious protection 
from the whole community, must, as a sacred shield, be 
thrown around each and every individual, to secure to 
him all his equal rights. In the ratio that any commu- 
nity depart from this principle, they \erge towards the 
extreme either of anarchy, or of aristocracy and despo- 
tism. There is already an alarming toleration of this 
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recklessness, or dissipation of all freedom, in our land ; 
or, in other language, an utter disregard and defiance of 
all the laws of Heaven and earth. And as one extreme, 
in the natural world, is said to follow another, so this 
kind of riotous and lawless freedom has generally been 
found, from natural causes, to be the forerunner of the 
iron reign of despotism ; for men always have sou^ 
refuge, even under a despotic standard, from the dread- 
ful scourgings of the midnight, restless, malignant spirit 
of unbridled anarchy and misrule, that prowls about, 
" seeking whom it may devour." And, from the fearfal 
signs of the times, unless we beware before it be too late 
forever, all history stands out to warn us, too, of our ap- 
proaching catastrophe. 

The test will soon be unavoidable, whether the so 
long and so much boasted republic of equal rights, is 
indeed *' based upon slavery ;" and that without it this 
splendid and towering fabric must fall into chaos. 
Whether, indeed ! chains, shackles, and handcufis, upon 
millions of our unoffending fellow-countrymen, must for- 
ever hold our " glorious Union " together. I have said 
" glorious Union !" It might be, — it should be so, — 
for it cost the best blood of our fathers. But should 
time prove, however, that it cannot be held together but 
by the cement of slavery, — the cruel chains of bondage 
upon millions of our innocent countrymen who have 
committed no offence against the State or their fellow- 
men, — the whole world would stamp such a Union as 
a most inglorious one ; and it would be so transmitted, 
in the annals of time, down to the latest posterity of 
man; and the descendants of Americans would oflen 
be made ** to blush and to hang their heads," that their 
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ancestors had ever been guilty of forging these cbainSy 
and shackles, and handcuffs, for their guiltless fellow- 
countrymen. Let the truth always be known, and then 
let us ever, as true friends to our common country and 
mankind, " guard against the worst, but still hope and 
act for the best." The strength of free governments 
never can consist in suppressing truth, but rather in its 
entire and fearless developement, and its universal dis- 
semination, that the people who must govern, to preserve 
the freedom of a country, might be enabled thereby to 
judge correctly, and to act understandingly ; and what- 
ever government cannot stand before the plain and sim- 
ple exhibition of truth, as freemen and republicans, to 
be consistent, we all would, of course, say it ought to 
faU^ — knowing that a government which cannot bear 
truth must be hostile to liberty : for the doctrine would 
indeed be an anomaly, that the people who compose the 
government should practise arts and deceptions upon 
themselves, or voluntarily blindfold their own eyes. The 
doctrine is truly absurd in the extreme ; as much so, as 
it would be to '* set the blind to lead the blind." 

All history shows us, that whenever a people have 
once tamely submitted to take the incipient steps of 
surrendering their freedom of speech, and the press, 
and right of petition, without instant horror and alarm 
for their imminent danger, it has subsequently proved to 
have been but the premonitions of infatuated suicidal acta 
upon all their liberties, until despotism was inevitable. 

If our government cannot stand without the people 
voluntarily blinding their own eyes to their ovm afiairs* 
the question is at once and forever settled, that it never 
can stand. It may, it is true, if the people do coiis^oX 
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to be blinded upon great national subjectSt retain ifi 
mere form for a time, but it will be like the whited se- 
pulchre only, or like a body without a aouL Sven now 
the exclamation, I am an American citi^n, is not a 
safe passport in all parts of this land ! 

We know that our government in times past, when 
great national questions have been fearlessly agitated 
and thoroughly discussed, has stood firm and immova* 
ble, as on a rock. And may we not fondly hope, that it 
will so remain in all future time ? But let no blind nor 
selfish considerations of ^' expediency," policy, or party, 
induce any one to suppose, all things considered, that 
he is doing his country service to suppress truth or free 
discussion for a moment. For, aside from mere base 
and selfish party considerations, the old Jefiersonian 
tloctrine will ever hold good the world over, the testimo- 
ny of tyrants to the contrary notwithstanding, that is, 
that ** error can be safely tolerated while reason is left 
free to combat it." 

When this staunch republican and enli^tened states- 
man said ** REASON," it is presumed he did not mean 
those mobocratic, atony reasons which creatures called 
men, sometimes resort to, to sustain a cause which they 
know that law nor common sense will not justify. And 
here let me repeat the words of Mr. Clay — *'it is t^kfA 
cause that will not bear reasoning upon." And how 
does this apply to slaveiy 1 

The very fact, that mobs resort to violence and brute 
force, is proof positive, that they do themselves feel con- 
scious that their cause is not founded in truth and jus- 
tice ; — for most men, doubtless, have sufficient confi- 
dence in their own powers of reasoning and persuasion. 
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to depend on diese powem by YAacii to achieve their 
victory, if they fbily believe d^at reacron is on their side. 
To use physical force* if necessary, to sustain reasona- 
ble laws against violence, is yet justified, or at least 
practised by all nations. 

But we all hope that the time will arrive, when sworda 
shall be beaten into ploughshares, and spears into 
pruning hooks. And why shall we not begin now to 
bring this about? 

This pounding, persecuting, and shooting men's opin- 
ions out of them, in no part, nor in any age of the world, 
has ever succeeded where freedom still survived. 
For most men have been found to surrender up their 
lives before they would their opinions. 

The apprehension that our great first rights, ** free- 
dom of thought and of speech,'' were the special gifts of 
our Creator, seems to have been universally inherent in 
the human mind, and men have ever been apparently as 
unwilling to surrender those first and heaven- born rights, 
as they have been their interest in the Creator himself. 
We find the same justly celebrated sentiment of Jefier- 
son with regard to the perfect safety of the unabridged 
exercise of the freedom of opinion, to be but the com- 
mon sentiment of all men who have ever been thought 
to favour free governments. 

''' The following language, so often quoted by all the 
advocates of freedom, like the other, is the ofispring of 
a mind of like vast comprehension. *' Let truth and 
error grapple." Whoever knew truth to be put to the 
worst in a €ree and open encounter ? And aliso, *' He 
is the freeman whom the truth makes free, and all are 
slaves besides." 

15 
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The very elements in which all tyrants necessarOy 
ejDst, are the mists and the exhalations of falsehood. 
They are like one with inflammation of the eyes, who re- 
joices afler a bright summer's day at the going down of the 
sun, and dreads nothing more than its returning rays ; 
and its mid-day beams are quite insufierable. 

And it now remains in awfully fearful suspense to be 
seen, vvhether freedom of speech and the press, are in- 
deed to be cloven down in our blood-bought, and yet 
blood-stained country ; and the safeguard of liberty, the 
constitution as bequeathed to us by our fathers, by ruth- 
less mobs, composed of their own degenerate sons, 
trampled under foot, and in its place anarchy prevail and 
triumph over the land, and universal destruction follow 
in its train ; or whether the voice from the tomb of an 
assassinated Lovejoy, the American Martyr, to free- 
dom, humanity, and his country, — who just fell at Alton 
by murderous hands, — shall be loud enough to wake up 
the guilty slumbers of this nation to a just sense of its 
well-nigh lost liberties. 

How intensely interesting the thought, that if this the 
last experiment of self-government by the people fail, 
the last fond hope of the human race is gone ; perhaps 
irrecoverably lost forever. 

It is true, that the people of the old world have long 
been looking with no ordinary interest upon our now 
pending experiment of free and self-government by the 
people. What shall be the issue, the bosom of the fu- 
ture must alone develope. 

O, my countrymen, shall the last lingering hope of the 
world's freedom, of which our nation has so long boast- 
ed, as forming the nucleus, be forever blotted out» and 
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darkness profound be destined to brood over the eartht 
with the blackness of midnight ? Shall Columbus and 
Washington have lived in vain ? 

Let no one who would be a genuine and a rational 
republican, or patriot, flatter himself into that most fatal 
deception, for a moment, that violent, unprincipled and 
reckless mobocrats, are acting on the side of consistent, 
enlightened, and rational republicanism ; for so far from 
this is the fact, that they have ever been known to be the 
mere echoes, and base and servile tools to tyrants and 
despots, who are the deadly enemies of all freedom, with 
a Ireasonable hand, adroitly touching the cords of anar- 
chy and misrule behind ths scene, not daring, themselves, 
to show to the world the naked deformity of their own 
lawless, unmerciful, and bloody despotism. Who must 
not see, that where scenes so dreadful are sufiered by 
the people to prevail, that they must very soon eflect a 
total subversion of all courts of law and institutions of 
justice among men ; when the walls of s^ety would then 
be broken down, and property, person, liberty, and life, 
are all at once surrendered into the bloody hands of un- 
restrained, merciless, and infuriated monsters in human 
shape. Men, in all ages, have indeed proved .monsters, 
when all wholesome restraints have once been broken 
through. Who does not know that many men of office, 
«< property and standing," in the land, have heretofore 
been guilty of this degrading, unmanly, and dangerous 
courae \ Will the government of the States, and of the 
nation, speak out boldly and decidedly in favour of order, 
of the laws and of the constitution, of our beloved, but 
bleeding and abused country ? Will the Senate of this 
nation construe our constitution into a bold, tyrannical 
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code, to wrest from the people the fieedom of speedi 
and the right of petition ? Shall we ali at lengdi be re- 
luctantly compelled to believe that the govenunent it- 
•elf has, indeed, conspired against the lives and the 13>- 
erties of the people, and that bloody mobs are only ei* 
ecuting the secret will of reckless, despotic, and slave- 
boldiug rulers 1 How will the ^sovereign peopled have it to 
be? My confidence hitherto has been, that our goven- 
ment would yet vindicate the violated honour of the fal- 
len majesty of the laws and the constitution of the land, 
even as President Jackson so nobly did in the critieal 
hour of the nullification menaces and outrages. But 
alas ! has my confidence for myself and for my countiy 
been misplaced ? May Heaven forbid that the Ameri- 
can government shall prove, at last, what its enemies 
have long predicted : *^ to be inert, and utterly insuffi- 
cient to govern the American people.** And may the 
American people, who proudly boast that the govern- 
ment is their own, upon a crisis the most important 
which has ever marked their history, show to the whole 
world that they do by no means regard with indifierence, 
the tragical massacre, by ruthless hands, of one of their 
own fellow-citizens, for opinion's sake, or rather for 
Aobly defending the same great principles of freedom 
and civil liberty, which gave us birth, as a people, and 
which have so long been our just pride, before the na- 
tions of the earth. But may the honour of our nation be 
promptly redeemed, by our speedily, proving, to all the 
world, that we do consider that the perfection of all hu- 
man governments, consists in maintaining,* inviolably, all 
the equal and constitutional rights of even the most hum- 
ble citizen, as sacredly as those of the highest ; and dnt 
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when the blood of one citizen is spilt unlawfully, we feel 
that the whole body politic is bleeding at every pore. 
Short of this, what foreigner, as an emigrant or a visiter, 
can with safety set his foot upon America's blood-stain- 
ed soil 1 Short of this, what American citizen will not 
only feel himself unsafe in his own country, by his own 
fireside, in his property or his person, but essentially de- 
graded in the eyes of all mankind ? O, must it go down 
in the annals of time, to the eternal shame and disgrace 
of the sons of a noble race of ancestors, that in republi- 
can America, in mid-day, one of her own free sons was 
wantonly and deliberately massacred, by a base mob, 
which her own laws, or her own people, could not, or 
wotUd not control, and all for the crime of saying that 
the millions of his fellow-countrymen, who are guilty of 
no crime, (axcept a coloured skin,) ought not to wear 
fetters, hand-cu(!s, and chains, and be driven under the 
lash by cruel and soulless task-masters ? This, be it ever 
remembered, was the head and front of the. lamented 
Lovejoy's offence against hia fellow-countrymen, who 
killed him ; for which alleged crime, he was shot doM^ 
by bloody hands, in the memorable city of Alton, after 
having most pathetically appealed^ in vain, as an Amer- 
ican citizen, to his fellow-couBtrymen, to throw around 
him the hallowed protection of those laws, and that con- 
stitution of his country, which fua fatheryandotir/a<Wf 
died to establish, and which he so nobly and triumph^ 
antly defended, '* even unto death,^^ 
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SECTION VI. 

*'l AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLATEKT, BBCAUBI 
my IDEA OF REPUBUCANISH IS, THAT WE SHOULB 
AIM AT THE GREATEST GOOD TO THE 6KBATEST 
NUMBER ; AND AS THERE ARE MORE WHITES THAN 
BLACKS, THEREFORE, I GO FOR THE FREE]H>M AND 
HAPPINESS OF THE WHITES^ AND FOR THE SLAYERT 
OF THE BLACKS." 

There is, doubtless, a kind of superficial notion float- 
ing in the brain of some people, that this is a most wcm- 
derfully expansive, consistent, rational, and enlightened 
idea of republicanism ; and that it is founded on the 
true democratic doctrine that the majority ought ahrays 
to govern. If this, indeed, be modem republicanism, it 
is by no means (in the distorted sense in which such 
men pretend to understand it,) the equal right's re- 
publicanism of our Others, and of the constitiitioD, and 
the declaration of Amerieah independence. 

Now, to accomplish what we may vainly suppose to be 
the greatest possible good, 1o the greatest possible 
number, we have no moral right, whatever, to act upon 
the arbitrary and tyrannical principle, that **Btiight is 
right," and that ** the end always justifies the means ;'' 
for we must see, that this doctrine at once annihilates all 
the great first principles of right and wrong, between 
man and man. It would, at once, strike at the deep 
and broad principles of the conjilitution itself. And 
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this too» would be coDtraiy to the pniversatt common 
consent of mankind, or the laws of the great Law Givert 
or the foundation of the laws of all nat^ns. Who ever 
heard of an innocent indiTidual being arbitrarily sacri- 
ficed, even to save the lives of many 1 Such an act 
would intuitively shock the moral sense of the whole 
human race. Bui by volunteering, or by casting lots, 
individuals have frequently been sacrificed to save a 
ship's crow, or a nation. But, had even their liberties, 
not to say their lives, been thos taken from them, or, in 
the least degree invaded, for any purpose whatever, it 
would, most manifestly, have been unequal and unjust ; 
or, in other language, SLAVERY. InvoluntarMlave- 
ry commenced, and has ever been, and ever m«st be, 
carried on by grossly violating all the first great princi- 
ples of ec^al justice, between man and man. It may be, 
forsooth, that our supposed accomplishment of the great- 
est possible good to the greatest possiMe number, may 
be ill-judged and visionary ; and that if we pursue a 
course to accomplish ^uch a purpose, and which out- 
rages every principle of right, as in the case of our treat- 
ment of our Indians, as weH as our enslaved countrymen, 
that RETRiBUTrvE justice may react upon us, to the 
entire destruction of all our boasted prospective good. 

Such a course of conduct, to say the least, is reckless 
and altogether unwarrantable ; and would trample upon 
all men's rights to a throne, upon the plausible pretence 
of some tyrant that he could in this way accomplish the 
greatest possible good to mankind. Tyrants to attain 
power and to accomplish their own aggrandtxemetit, have 
always pursued such a course, and the people have lis^ 
tened^ believed, and been ensfarved. TMl tf «ba ^dm^ 
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we can ever be certain, that equal justice to allf in the 
present tense, (not prospectively) is inculcated by the 
divine law, and of course it must be the highest possiblt 
sense of the principle of expediency in the govemmeiit 
of all our actions, in relation to one another, according 
to that very common adage of mankind, that " honesty 
is the best policy." 

Does it require any thing more than the exercise of 
plain common sense, to see the tendency and the end of 
the universal prevalence of the '* expediency" doctrine, 
in the sense in which it is professed and acted upon by 
many 1 Who does not see that the term " expedient" is 
now hardly more than another name for selfishness or 
dishonesty? Not only that an unqualified license to 
brute force would be given, but if men, in the shape of 
mobs should perchance refrain (which is not probable,) 
from running rampant, and wantonly rioting over the 
whole land, still the principles would be those of nullifi- 
cation in the extreme. Nullification principles were tht 
ofispring of slavery at the south. And in the same 
ratio that we find apologists for slavery at the north, 
have the nullification seeds been sown among us by the 
hand of an enemy ; sprung up into trees and saplings, 
and are now bearing fruit, ** some twenty, some sixty, 
and some an hundred fold." Everybody is willing to 
admit, that should a law be enacted in any of the States, 
contravening the constitution of the United States, it 
would be a mere nullity, and no one would be bound to 
obey it ; at the same time there is a kind of tinder cur- 
rM prevailing to an alarming extent even at the north, 
(which is but the deceptive lesson which nullificatioQ 
has taught,) that the voice of every community, whether 



legally asoertaioed and carried out into enactments or 
not, must be supreme for the time b^ng ; and every man 
in such commuaity is bound to abide by it as much as he 
is by the written laws and the constitution of the land. 
If such a doctrine be not nullification doctrine in its most 
dreadful, dangerous, and horrid shape^ I confess for one 
that I am entirely unable to conceive what is. This 
doctrine when practically carried out into all the endless 
and various ramifications of society, would not only 
make an independent government or nation of every 
state, city, village, school district, and neighbourhood 
in the whole land ; but even these dLSerent communis 
ties, aceording to this doctrine, need not wait for the 
usual and more tardy way of arriving at justice .^piong 
men (who subject themselves to civil government,) by 
first properly enacting the laws by a legal constitutional 
expression of public sentinnent, and then giving every 
man a "fair chance" for his life and all his rights, by 
courts of justice, witnesses, juries, counsels, &c., but 
every man with his family and his prop.erty, would, at 
any moment, be liable upon any false pretense whatever, 
to be seized upon and all sacrificed in a summary man- 
ner without judge, jury, or witnesses. All thiii is but a 
slight delineation of what would exist. It is true, this 
state of things could not long be endured, for the people 
would cry out in their deep distress, who " will show us 
any goodi" who will be king or emperor over usi 
This is the very mobocracy of nullification, most subtly 
coiled in the late famous senatorial resolutions. 

But there is a kind of nullification which assumes a 
grander and a more lofty appearance ; which is, that the 
States are so many independent nations, and that they 
may enact laws abridgi^ the constitutiouaV VXMt^^^ ^^ 
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American citizens. %gMiwt die most airo{i;uit and 
dangerous encroachments upon our fieedom, of both of 
these kinds of nullification : eyeiT patiiot aa he loves hit 
country — his niiole countrr — his own liberties — die 
liberties of his own children, and all posterity, should 
lift up his most solemn and warning voice, long and 
loud. These nullification, disorganizing doctrines, wiO 
doubtless be cherished by reckless, ambitious, and un- 
principled men, who are opposed to whc^esome, rationalf 
and lawful restraints, which are the only means of secar- 
ing *' the greatest amount of good to the greatest pos- 
sible number," on constitutional principles of justice and 
equal laws for all. Our only hope as a nation, must 
forever be in the intelligence and virtue of the jgreat 
body of the people, for they must virtually be the ad- 
ministrators of the government, unless indeed despotism 
eosae. 

Intelligence will ever be indispensable. But even 
universal intelligence alone, will prove insufficient to sus- 
tain and perpetuate the liberties of a people. Says a 
highly gifted and intelligent American lady, who does 
honour to her sex, and her country, *' our nation, while 
priding itself in the education of the Aeod, have lamen- 
tably neglected the education of the ktarV* 

Says an American gentleman, standing high in the 
councils of our country, *^ crime and intellectual cultiva- 
tion merely, so far from being diasodaied in history and 
statistics, are unhappily old acquaintances and tried 
friends. To neglect the moral powers in education, 
says he, <* is to educate not quite half the man." And 
who that spreads out the chart of past ages before him, 
can entertain a doubt that these considerations are of 
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the highest moment, both for the rulers and the people of 
all nations who are desirous long to enjoy rational liberty, 
and individual and social happiness ? J^TaiioncU charac- 
^teristic must forever be made up of individucU charac- 
teristic. If most of the separate timbers, which to the 
eye of a superficial observer might be thought to com- 
pose a strong and a mighty superstructure, should,,on 
trial, prove unsound or essentially defective, the whole 
of necessity would soon fall into a pile of ruins by its 
own weight. 

But I will yet indulge the fond hope, however, that 
the American people will still not only possess the in- 
telligence to see that their all is at stake in these impor- 
tant considerations, but that when they do see it, they 
will possess the virtue also to fly with alacrity to guard 
the last dying bequest of their fathers ; the preservation 
of their equal liberties. 

All the people who wish to support the great temple 
of our long idolized government, should act as one man, 
regardless of faction or party, as does the master builder 
in erecting and sustaining some mighty fabric. Should 
he sufler a brace to be wanting — or to be cut away in 
one place — a stud in another — a beam or a girt in 
another, and a sill or a pillar in the fourth place, like taking 
away the freedom of the press, the very foundation of all 
free government ; who cannot see that his work ** would 
follow him," and that his air-built castle would soon fall 
apart, and with a tremendous crash come to the earth, 
and all in its way be forever buried beneath its ruins? 
Every man should feel that this splendid temple* reared 
by our fathers, is his own. ; and whenever he sees a rude 
hand marring its beauty, cutting away its suppoits, and 
weakening its foundation, as <)uick aa thou^^X^ a\kO\M. 
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iK«HiBdlheMie«rriirai— ii«MM!trenMB! mfle 
tius idea iieoQched ia ft figaro« Bi^ it be remenilMrad 
tibat k » BO fictkm. 

SopmmcT of &e Isn and Ac coBBtilaliQB wwirid 
ever be oar motto; faot wUe An siMMdd be our mottoi 
and while we should ever moat auupri o u aly act up to 
tt, or live io strict obedieoee lo the kwa« k need not, 
nay, it should not, for a moiBeat lie suppoaedv diat ereiy 
man has not the most peifect constitiitioiial, as well M 
monlf ri^t, to expresii his opinions most fiedj against 
way or all the laws of the land ; or tf be please, the con- 
stitution itself. 

We know of no laws in oar land Kke the laws of the 
^* Medes and Persians,'' or we know «if no divine lif^ 
of kings. Legislators, as delegated by the people, nmj 
enact laws to-day, and repeal them to-monow. This 
always has been so in our country, and always must be 
so, if we remain a free people. It will not do for any man 
in this Union to make a reserve in his mind oi certain 
laws which happen to favour his particalar interest 
much ; and say to his neighbour, all other laws of the 
land you may freely speak against, but f4e«8 are my laws* 
and these you shall not speak against upon the peril of 
your property and your life. The man who should make 
such a threat to an American citizen in any part of this 
Union, if the letter and the spirit of the constitution 
should be acted up to, would at once be secured as a 
dangerous person to run at large. The man who should 
do so, I should think, would as seon rob his threatened 
neighbour, at the midoight hour, of all his worldly trea- 
sures, which are of far less value to any independent 
human being than the freedom of speech. 
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One oppressive and despotic ECt» either in accordance 
with a tyrannical law, or as the edict of lynch-law, 
may at ouce deprive any of us of all the invaluable im- 
munities and privileges which law, in its broadest and 
best sense, can afford us, when righteously administered. 
For it is then, like an angel of love and of power, com- 
missioned from on high to guard with watchful eye, our 
every ri^^t, ** both when we wake and when we sleep." 
What well-wisher to his fellow-man, regardless of colour ^ 
would not most cheerfully contribute his utmost influ- 
ence ta sustain the supremacy of law, in the just and 
comprehensive sense in which a Literary Journalist of 
the day so beautifully and graphically portrays it, to wii^ 
** The spirit of the law is all equity and justice ?" In a 
government based on true principles^ the law is the sole 
sovereign of a nation. It watches over its subjects in 
their business — in their recreation, and their sleep. It 
guards their fortunes, their lives, and their honours. 
In the broad noon-day, and the dark midnight it ministers 
to their security. It accompanies them to the altar and 
the festal board. It watches over the ship of the mer- 
chant, though a thousand leagues intervene ; over the 
seed of the husbandman, abandone4^r a season to the 
earth ; over the student — the labours of the mechanic 
— the opinions of every man. ^ 

^ None are high enough to oflfend it with impunity — 
none ^ low that it scorns to protect them. It is throned 
with the king, and sits in the seat of the republican 
magistrate ; but it hovers over the couch of the lovely, 
and stands sentinel at the prison, scrupulously preserving 
to the felon, what rights he has not Ibffeited. The light 
of the law illumines the palace and-tlie fcovel, and aus- 
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rounds the cradle and the bier. The streogtb of law 
laughs forfeitness to scomy and spurns the entreocb- 
ments of iniquity. The power of the kw crushes the 
power of man, and strips wealth oftmrighieauB inmumbf* 
It is the thread of Dsedalus, to guide us through the laby- 
rinths of cunning. It is the spear of IthurieU to dete(^ 
fiJsehood and deceit. It is the faith of the martyry to 
shield us from the fires of persecution. It U|.4}ie good 
man^a reliance ; the wicked one's dread — the bulwark of 
piety— the upholder of morality — the guardian of right 
— the distributer o^ justice — its power is irresistible — 
its dominion indisputable. It is above us, and around us, 
and within us. We cannot fly from its 'protection — 
we cannot avert its vengeance." Had the good people 
of Alton always cherished the above glowing sense of 
the benefit of law, and of their obligation to sustain its 
supremacy, would Lovejoy or Bishop now be sleeping 
in their tombs ? Or did the people of Illinois thus feel, 
would they now suffer open assassinators to run at large 
in their midst with impunity ; vying for the honour of 
shooting down one of their own peaceable fellow- 
citizens; for nobly vindicating the great and glorious prin- 
ciples of the American constitution, which guarantees 
fireedom of speech and the press to a//, being answerable 
only to constitutional laws for any abose of it 1 Did the 
people of this nation too, entertain this pure, elevated, 
and consistent view of human rights, think you they 
would much longer allow, not only the rights of two and 
a half millions of their own countrymen to be arbitra- 
rily wrested from them, but themselves also, violently 
torn from themselves — sold under the hammer to 
the highest bidder— to be hand-cufied and chained by 
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him, and then driven under the lash to work — wheot 
where, and as long as he pleased ; and all this for no 
alleged crime whatever? My fellow-countrymen, we 
may say what we will about freedom, free principles* 
and equal rights, — the above heavy charge stares us in 
the face in the view of all the world. 

Try aA the north may to rdi it over upon the south, 
neither God nor man will ever acquit us, until the blood 
of the millions of our countrymen is washed clean from 
our ^ guilty skirts,'' by at least testifying loudly against 
it,Mn word and in deed, before all Heaven and earth. 



SECTION Til 

" I AM OPPOSED TO THK DISCUSSION OF SLATERT, Bl- 
CAUSE THE SLAVES ARE SO IGNORANT THET COULD 
NOT TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES." , 

This objectiony on the face of it, would most certaiolj 
seem to wear the appearance of a very bcDevolent and 
humane one. But humane as it may at first appear to 
be, jet how can it hardly deserve a passing notice when 
every body knows that ignorant and (degraded as the 
slaves have always been, most wickedly and cruelly 
kept, and with all the disadvantages under which they 
have laboured, they have always not only maintained 
themselves, but their princely and extravagant masters 
too, in all their pomp and splendourt some of whom in 
their rioting and luxury, have cost the poor slaves more 
hard toil to support them, than it has to support some 
hundreds of themselves, with their peck of com a week. 
And if the slave, loaded down with his heavy and galling 
chains, has maintained himself and his extravagant 
master too, what could he not do, strike ofi* these chains 
and give him all the intelligence and the encourage- 
ments of a blessed civilized and christianized life! 

If all the slaves in the United States should have 
their shackles knocked off, and endowed with the privi- 
leges of freemen to-morrow, and barely paid a fair com- 
pensation for their labour, (which would also be far bet- 
ter for their masters) they would at once be as capablet 
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from the honest avails of their kbour of supporting them* 
selves and their iamilies« in their accustomed mode of 
living, as any class of people in the world* Of this there 
can be no question* 

No one expects that the slaves should all at once rise 
from their degradation, and from their simple and scanty 
food, to aU the refinements and luxuries of civilized life. 
Neither would this for their own good be at all desir- 
able. 

As their wants, incident to their free progressive 
state in civilization, should gradually increaset their 
knowledge and ability to supply them, would keep pace* 
Do we not see this throughout every condition of hu- 
man Me^ from the honest industrious peasant to the king 
upon his throne, wherever a government is founded and 
administered upon principles of justice and equal rights? 
These views are not only known to be correct beyond 
controversy, from all the examples of emancipation 
which the world has ever furnished, but I think they are 
also based upon practical common sense principles- 
Let any one read Thome and KimboU's late account of 
West India emancipation, and doubt this if he can* 

Suppose it be objected, as sometimes it is, that there 
would be many old and infirm men and women, who 
would be poor, and could not labour for their support. 
This is the case among all people of all colours. W^v-^ 
are told, that we ^^ shall have the poor always wili||. 
us." 

But would not the southern pubUc, in case of imme- 
diate and universal emancipation, be uadef greater ob- 
ligation to support these infirm and indigeat AwnA, 
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whose lives were well Digh spent io •■"^Twing their 
wealth, than even children aFe« if poBsible« to siiqpport 
their iofirm and indigent parents t The frame and the 
constitution of some of these poor, aged, decrepid« and 
helpless men and women, have been broken down un- 
der the task- master's lash ; others have toiled out, and 
well nigh worn out a long and dreary existence to amass 
wealth for cruel and tyrannical masters. 

And furthermore, if all the slaves were emancipated 
at once, doubtless, coloured children would contiibute 
as cheerfully towards the support of their helpless pa- 
rents, whenever they could be satisfied they had found 
them, (especially, if the parents would not disown them 
on account of colour,) as white children would be to as- 
sist their parents. 

But happily, we are not left to mere conjecture oo 
these particulars. 

It is now settled from experience beyond controver- 
sy, that the coloured man whenever and wherever fairly 
tried, is as fully capable in every respect to sustain him- 
self in civilized life, as the ^^uncoloured man." 

It may be asked then, why we do not see the free 
people of colour better sustain themselves in this coun- 
try than they do ? I answer, that instead of wondering 
at this, we ought rather to be astonished that they bear 
vp under all their legal, moral, and social disadvanta- 
ges, privations, and grievances, as well as they do. 
There are exceptions as among all people, but I believe 
their comparative statisticks as to their good habits and 
morals, leave them not behind any other class, and 
much before some classes of the uncolouced people* in 
morals, temperance^ and economy^ 
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Almost every possible wicked means have been re* 
sorted to, and practised by the whites of this countryy to 
crush this long insulted and greatly abused people, into 
the very earth upon which we tread* 

They have always been studiously caricatured and 
slandered in all variety of ways. They have been 
cruelly made the sport and the song of boys in the 
streets, of the drunkard in the bar-room, and of wicked 
men in high places. Indeed, they have been the objects 
upon which the wicked pride, prejudice, and caprice of 
the nation, have been unceasingly acting. Angels have 
wept, devils laughed, and all Heaven has frowned in 
righteous anger at these outrages upon humanity. 
' Let us see from a few facts, whether this people have 
merited such treatment at our blood-red hands. 

The 10,000 fugitives from American oppression, now 
in Upper Canada, are represented to be as moral, and 
as industrious a people, as any other class in that pro- 
vince. 

The following statistics, among many similar instan- 
ces that might be cited, are found appended to the re- 
marks of H. B. Stanton, Esq. before the Massachu- 
setts Legislative Committee. They are mostly from 
public documents, and can be relied on to be correct 

In Philadelphia, the coloured population amount to 
about 20,000, and are in proportion to the white»k*||||( 
one to nine. The large majority of this populatiik 
have been slaves, or are the immediate descendants of 
slaves. 

In 1830, ^e whole number <^ out-of-door paupers 
statedly relieved in the <;ity, was 549: — only 22 of 
these, or about 4 per cent* were people of colour. Of 
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the paupers admitted into the alms-houset the proportion 
waa oearly the same. 

In the same year, the payments by the 
coloured people of the city to po<Mr 

funds, was $2,500 

The expenditures for coloured poor in 

the same year, was • . • 2,000 

Balance, . • • 500 

Thus, so far from being unable to take care of their 
own poor, besides doing thi3,:pay $500 per year to sup- 
port white paupers ! ! Thel6^ftcts were fully confirmed 
to the writer of this note, by the late Judge Yaux of 
Philadelphia. 

From careful inquiry and observation, among the 
3000 people of colour in Cincinnati, nearly all of whom 
have been slaves, the same general facts appear. They 
have not only abundantly supported themselves since 
they were free, but earned and paid iheir fiuuters for their 
freedom about $250,000 ! ! ! 

The following recently appeared in the Pittsburgh 
Daily Advocate concerning the coloured population of 
that city. Probably the majority of these people^ also, 
have been slaves. 

*' It has been a matter of surprise and gratification to 
those who have observed the deportment of the colour- 
ed population of this city, that there exists among them 
so much good order^ and almost an entire freedom Btom 
the beastly practice of intoxication, which we too fre- 
quently see exhibited in our streets by people of our 
own race. Their conduct, so hr as observed in this 
city, is Jiflfi per cmi. in the aggregate, more virtuous 
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than is the conduct of the same number of whites in the 
same grade of occupation and society." 

This is the people deemed bj us, (to our shame 
be it said,) fit only for slaves — or if ever emanci- 
pated, it must be done by an almost endless series of 
centuries, and even then their chains must by no means 
be filed ofi*, unless they are at once driven out of their 
country, as we drive the poor Indian ! ! ! As this insult 
and slander to this abused people, added to ' grievous 
prejudice and oppression, have so long been prevalent 
through the length and jfcunndth of our land, I have 
recently felt it my duty'^ make considerable per- 
sonal inquiry in relation to it, in a number of villagts 
and cities in our country, and to my own astonishment, 
the uniform testimony has been, that it was a very rare 
instance, that a coloured man, woman, or child, was 
ever seen asking alms from door to door, even in pla- 
ces, and at times, when it was very common for white 
people. All this is the more marvellous, because they 
are literally and wickedly shut out, from most kinds of 
respectable and lucrative employment. 

But, says one, what are all your grievances of the 
free people of colour in this country ? I answer, that 
unreasonable and wicked prejudice, hatred or contempt, 
lies at the foundation of them all, and slavery lies at the 
foundation of this, for there is no such thing as preju- 
dice against colour, merely as a colour^ but only as a 
mark of degradation or caste, by our ideas of associa- 
tion. It is not the colour that is so much loathed and 
hated, but their poverty and degradation. Proud aris- 
tocratic man is altogether prone to shun and despise his 
fellow beings, in those circumstances which the Saviour 
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of the world when on earth* meet sought for and co» 

forted. 

It 18 from this cause that the coloured people ait 
almost entirely shut out from churches, schoob, and 
every respectable or lucrative employment in tUfl 
country. 

Says ooother, for this reason they never can do any 
thing iu this country. Yery true, so long as a nation 
and a people, we conduct thus unreasonably, oppress- 
ively, and wickedly towards them. It would undoubt- 
edly, be precisely so with uncoloured, very white, or 
half coloured people, just reverse the order of things. 
Not long since, I read an account of a coloured man 
being excommunicated from a church because he dared 
to purchase a pew in a meeting house for himself and 
his family, instead of sitting up in one comer of the 
gallery assigned for ^' niggersJ*^ I am afraid that those 
who expelled him may themselves finally be expelled 
from that house above not made with hands. Such 
kind of white religion in this world may be turned into 
the very blackness of darkness in the next 

Like the vile seducer of innocence and virtue, we 
have as a nation, brought thi^ people into the most ab- 
ject degradation. And then upon our awfblly fearful 
and unrighteous elevation over them, look down upon 
the ruins, our own profane hands have caused, with the 
most wicked and cruel hatred, contempt, and scorn, ft 
not such conduct more like fiends than christians ? At 
the judgement, I believe that none of us will ever be 
allowed to plead our wicked prejudices against coloar, 
or against the poor, by way of apology, for our op- 
pression and wickedness. 
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Were it necessary here, I oould relate numek'Otts in- 
stances, of similar treatment, as the one just mention- 
ed, even here at the north. It would certainly seem, 
that he must be almost wilfully blind to passing events, 
who does not perceive, that the persecution of this peo- 
ple, is increasing in fearful extent and malignity. 

Lafayette, when on his last visit to this country, re- 
marked with astonishment, the aggravation of the pre- 
judices against coloured people, and stated, that in (be 
revolutionary war, the black and white soldiers messed 
together, without hesitation. 

This prejudice against the poor and degraded, both 
of coloured and uncoloured people in our country, has 
increased in exact pi'oportion to our wealth, our pride, 
our haughtiness, and independence as a nation. 

Yes, the coloured man, when our fathers were well 
nigh brought into bondage, fought and bled for their 
freedom, and now, we their sons, continue to enslave 
him for it. 

I am confident, that the real nature and tendency of 
slavery in this country, in all its bearings upon our liber- 
ties, are generally, as yet, comparatively but little under- 
stood at the north. 

It appears to be the whole policy of slaveholders, 
from a careful examination of their slave laws, not only 
to increase the number and strength of the chains, which 
bind their slaves to their horrid car, but to resort to every 
^pedient and stratagem, which cupidity and a spirit of 
despotism can devise, to . drag multitudes more under 
th^ir chains,, irrespective of colour. It has not been 
generally known at the north, that there are now many 
white persons, bought Mid sold as slav^ at thit a^xi^* 
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Their first and prime pnDciple in their bloody shve 
code, will be seen at once, to be eminently calculated, 
and might have been designed, to bring multitudes of 
wretched victims, without distinction of colour, into 
their pit-falls, and doom them and their posterity forever 
afler them, to a life of interminable and intolerable 
slavery. 

The law is this, the child must forever follow the 
condition of its mother. And as there are already some 
female slaves white, and many others nearly so, it can 
readily be seen, that by the progress of that wicked, 
and adulterous amalgamation, (which so many pretend 
to be so horrified at, if the slaves should have their free- 
dom, and all their rights protected by law,) that many 
white persons, to all human appearance, are thus actu- 
ally doomed to inevitable slavery, with their posterify, 
for ever after them. 

I will here just give one or two instances among many, 
that might be cited of the fruit of this first principle of the 
accursed slave code — I select these because they re- 
cently happened. The crime however, of enslaving 
coloured, or uncoloured people, is all the same to an 
impartial and unprejudiced eye. ^— The cases alluded to 
are as follow. — From tht Richmond Whig. 

*»$100 Reward 

^' Will be given for the apprehension of my negro, 
£dmond Renney, alias Roberts. He is about 40 yean 
of age, low and well made, very large mouth, pleasant 
countenance, and seldom failing to smile when spdcen 
to. He has straight hair, and complexion $o nearly 
white^ that it is believed a stranger would suppose there 
was no African blood io him.'' 
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, The balance of the advertisement merely directs what 
jail to lodge him in, &c. Advertisements similar to the 
above for white slaves, are not unfrequent at the south. * 
A few days ago I noticed an extract from a southern 
paper bidding up a rewar.d for a slave, who was repre- 
sented to be a preacher of the Methodist denomination) 
and described as being so nearly white, that a stranger 
would take him for a white man. Who cannot draw the 
clear inference, to show what such a state of things must 
most inevitably ultimately result in ? And who will not 
start at the alarm of fire until his own house be envel- 
oped in the flames 1 Or, who will believe every alarm 
to be false, until the city be in ruins 1 It can also be 
plainly seen, by the whole tenour of the slave laws, that 
there are a great variety of ways to engulph human 
liberty by various slaveholding enactments, by which 
free coloured people are made to forfeit their freedom 
forever, and all their posterity af\er them. I had thought 
I knew something of slavery, but I found I had no just 
conception of it before carefully reading the slave laws, 
and a number of other publications which develope it« 
true character. It will be my object purposely to avoid 
citing cases of shocking and horrible barbarity, (though 
volumes might be filled with such relations as the legiti- 
mate fruits of the tyranny and cruel despotism of sla- 

* A white young man, just escaped from southern bondage* 
was recently presented to a large and promiscuous audience in 
New- York, when the audience was asked if they would protect 
hun from being kidnapped, and they universally and enthusias- 
tically responded, " Wa will! ! We will! !" Now was bis 
liberty any more precious to him than liberty windd be to every 
coloured young man in bondage? 

17 - 
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very,) and shall endeavour mostly to confine mjself 
to illustrations of general principles. I shall therefore 
have occasion soon to quote some of the christian and 
republican laws of this boasted christian and republican 
nation, both in relation to the slave and the free people 
of colour in the slave states, as necessarily (the slave- 
holders being judges)- growing out of slavery. I shall 
do this by way of reply to the last objection considered; 
that is, that slaves are better off than poor labouring free 
people at the north, that we may the more fully see the 
extent and the depth of the degradation of two and a 
half millions of our suffering fellow beings in our land, 
and also the comparative wretchedness and misery of 
five hundred thousand coloured people called free ; aMJ 
further, that we may see why it is, that the coloured 
people called free in the slave states, (of whom slave- 
holders complain so much of their being a yagabood 
race,) are indeed a most wretched, persecuted, and suf* 
fering class of people, and that their degradations and 
wretchedness are directly chargeable upon these same 
slaveholders, for their cruel and oppressive laws against 
•oloured people, ironically called free, growing out of 
slavery, as the slaveholders say from ^* stem necessity." 
There can be no wonder that the slaveholders and slaves 
themselves, tauntingly, call this abused and suffering 
class of people '* sheep without a shepherd, exposed to de- 
vouring wolves," for they are not even allowed to labour 
with the slaves to procure their daily bread. 



SECTION Till. 

^* I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF 8LAVERT9 BE- 
CAUSE IT MAKES THE SLAVEHOLDERS MORE CRUEL 
TO THEIR SLAVES, AND INSTEAD QT OUR DISCUS- 
SIONS HELPING THE SLAVE, IT PUTS BACK HIS 
EMANCIPATION, AND MAKES HIS CONDITION WORSE." 

This assertion, as a general thing, is denied by the anti- 
alaveiy men at the south, who feel for the slave, and are 
doing what they can, under their peculiar and hazardous 
circumstances, to give liberty to the captive. These meOf 
some of whom were once themselves slaveholders from 
their location, ought to know. They hold correspondence 
with the friends of the slave in the different parts of the 
world, and rejoice that the cause of emancipation, whe- 
ther seen or not by all, in reality, is rapidly advancing 
towards a final and glorious consummation. They tell 
UB too that the slaveholders are now beginning to fe^ 
conscious, that the eyes not only of the people of the 
States of this Union are upon them, but the eyes also of 
the whole civilized world ; and that it has already tended 
in many instances to the mitigation of the usual cruel 
and rigorous treatment of their slaves ; and that in a num- 
ber of instances, emancipation has already taken place* 
which they say, in all probability would not have been 
the case, if all the north and the whole world had either ' 
been mute on the subject of slavery, or had been barely 
apologizing for it in a way indirectly amounting to its en- 
tit e approval. The light of trial by jury in a number of 
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the northern states for coloured people claimed by slave 
hunters as fugitive slaves, has been secured bj the effortB 
of abolitionists ; and the happy result has been, that num- 
bers have justly retained their freedom who would otbe^ 
wise have been lynched without mercy, and at once drag- 
ged into bondage when there would have been none to 
deliver!! 

Some 500 fugitives .from the great prison-house in the 
land of oppression, have been kindly assisted (according 
to a divine command) on their way to a land called mo- 
narchical to obtam their freedom. But suppose even all 
that the opposers of abolitionists ask be granted ; what 
then ? If in the incipient stages of any given enterprise no 
signal signs of good were apparent, would it be either fair 
or sound argument for its enemies thence to infer, that 
it should at once and forever be abandoned? If so, 
then might the student lay aside his books, and fold his 
arms to rest for life, because he is not yet familiar widi 
all the lore of Greece and Rome. Then might the 
farmer say, I will not fell the first tree in the forest, be- 
cause I do not now see my extensive and highly culti- 
vated fields, waving with an abundant harvest The 
mechanic too mi^ht lay aside his tools and sit down in 
indolence and penury, because a seventy-four gun ship 
which he would build, while all its materials are iii a 
state of nature, was not already floating with majeiit^ 
and grandeur upon the bosom of the deep — or a city as 
by a mighty magic power spring up at once out of the 
forest and the quarry, with its numerous and extensive 
ranges of splendid buildings, and its hundred stately 
temples with their glittering spires towering heavenward. 

Upon this peculiar mode of reasoning, even the Chris* 
tiaa too might well begjiu to douY^l i^^b^^ioiixAMA ^ hk 
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God, and henceforth forever cease to pray for the sal- 
vation of a world, because prayer for this object had so 
long ascended on high, and yet so large a portion of 
mankind still remain In Pagan darkness ! Would this 
be good logic in the face of all history, observation, and 
common sense ? 

With regard to the mitigated treatment of slaves, it is 
both rational and probable, for some of the slaveholders 
still flatter themselves, that the men of the civilized 
world, will yet allow them to hold on to their immortal 
fellow-beings, as goods and chattels, if they will only 
reform and correct, as they say, the abuses of the ** pa- 
triarchal institution." Let such look at the late move- 
ment in England, to change the apprenticeship system 
for immediate and unconditional liberty, in all the 
islands, where she has not already done it. Yet, be 
this as it may ; does it alter the case? Suppose the op- 
posite to be true^ what then? Shall we cease to speak, 
and to hold up the truth before the whole world, and to 
do good as we have opportunity, because others, in 
their tyrannical and unwarrantable interests are infring- 
ed upon, and in their exasperations may take occasion 
therefrom to do evil ? Silence upon this subject is a 
heinous crime, that calls for the just vengeance of a 
just Heaven. Suppose, for example, that wicked men, 
through their unbelief and their enmity to the truths 
should even scourge and imprison their own wives and 
children, (if they possessed this despotic power, even as 
slaveholders do over their slaves,) to keep them away 
from its influence : shouki the ministers of Christ, there- 
fore, cease to proclaim the truth boldly^ in all affection 
as they ought to proclaim it, and to declare the ^rWalit 
«oiiiicil of God, whether men will hear, ac ^irbft^hns ^ki«^ 
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will forbear? Even if this people should harden their 
hearts, and turn away from the truth, and perish^ as did 
the Jewst and as have other nations ; still those, and 
those only, who have faithfully declared the truth, have 
always been clear of their blood. It is sometimes 
darkest just before day ; and men often exhibit moit 
of the TIGER, just before they become like the 
LAMB. There is therefore, yet hope for this op- 
pressive nation. The bloody Saul of Tarsus fur- 
nishes the world a most striking example of this. It is 
recorded that he was in a rage^ just before it is said of 
him, ''behold ! he prayeth." And how grateful is the 
hope that slaveholders, who now regard abolitionists as 
their greatest enemies, wiH yet regard them as bbiiig, 

AND HAVING BEEN, THEIR BEST AND MOST FAITHFUL 

VRiENDs. The wonderful plea to frighten the world, 
that abolitionists, simply by the public expression of their 
sentiments against slavery, and asking Congress, as is 
their right and their duty to do, and as Franklin, Jay, and 
a host of patriots and philanthropists have done before 
them, to do no more than to exercise its clear constitu- 
tional powers, to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, in the territories, and the traffic between the 
States, have put the cause of emancipation' back fifty 
years, has no foundation in point of fact, in past experi- 
ence, or in sound common sense. 

If all men should maintain a profound silence On the 
jnibject of slavery, as slaveholders so arrogantly de- 
mand, and as some very *'*'peaceabU " pro-slavery folks 
so very *'prudmUy and servilely obey,' we might as well 
expect slaveholders would emancipate their horses, as 
those immortal beings, now in their talons, and^which we 

are told were created in t\ie \nis^<& q£ God^ and but a iit- 

tle lowar than the angels. 
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*' I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION, OF SLAVERY BE* 

CAUSE THE * niggers^ are all thieves." 

It is by no means admitted, that more coloured than tin* 
coloured people are thieves, in proportion to their num- 
ber, in the like morally, mentally, and physically degraded 
circumstances. But the question at once arises, can there 
be another people found on the earth, so much oppress- 
ed, degraded, and trodden under foot, of a haughty and 
an unfeeling world? I have already shown that coloured, 
or uncoloured people, having no character to lose, and in 
their estimation, no prospect of acquiring one, (save by a 
special, divine influence,) would generally become reck- 
less in principle and conduct, and often careless of life 
itself. And, indeed, what man of common sense, un- 
derstanding the laws of the human mind, could rational- 
ly wonder if this people, so greatly wronged and oppress- 
ed by men calling themselves Christians, in their exas- 
perations, should not only curse Christians, but the very 
God of Christians. But» admitting all that this objector 
would ask, that the coloured people being most cruelly 
and unjustly deprived of all their rights^ and sometimes 
too, of the food necessary to their very existence, by the 
whites, sometimes from painful necessity turn about, and 
do what these whites call ** stealing from themJ*^ You 
will allow me to illustrate the cause of it, in most cases, 
by the relation, simply^ of one or two very brief little 
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anecdotes, showing, at once, the mere common, animal 
nature of man and beast, ungovemed, or unrestrained 
by moral principle : — 

A cat, finding herself imprisoned with a rat, even 
when she was suffering' the dying pains of hunger, had 
no disposition to devour her usual prey, to satisfy even 
these last demands of exhausted nature ; but caressed 
it — feeling conscious, I suppose, that they were both 
in the like mutually dependent circumstances. 

And again, a man locked himself up in a room with a 
number of kind^ domesticated cats, and for his own cruel 
amusement, whipped them, until finding no way of 
escape, in self-defence, (commonly called the ** first law 
of nature,") they turned upon him and destroyed him. 

It is also said, that an eccentric man, keeps for exhi- 
bition, on the bridge over the Thames in London, a 
large cage of living animals, the stronger of which, when 
at liberty, have always been known to be destroying the 
weaker ; but, being in like mutually dependent circum- 
stances, they all lived in the most perfect peace and har- 
mony. 

Who can but derive a highly instructive moral les- 
son from all such facts, however small in themselves ? 
But **none are so deaf as those who will not hear, or so 
blind as those who will not see." Who has failed to 
see, as a general principle, ^* the world over," that when 
men, by any train of fortuitous circumstances, whatever, 
found themselves exalted far above their surrounding 
fellow-beings, and as they supposed, independent of them, 
they have manifested to all, that they lived in a region 
where the very atmosphere, as it were, had either quite 
benumbed, or narrowed down, all those common regards 
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aQd common sympathies of human lifeyto a mere point. 
But, as a hopeful and redeeming feature in the world, 
there stands out, in bold relief, some bright and honour- 
able, and noble exceptions. The general principle, 
however, shows most clearly, why slaveholders, and the 
wealthy and the powerful, as a general thing, do not feel 
for the poor slave, trodden down under their feet, seem- 
ingly, entirely out of their sight. The benevolence ,of 
the soul, should at least be sufficiently expansive to en- 
compass all ranks and conditions of (he family of man; 
a feeling more circumscribed than this, could hardly be 
termed benevolence or philanthropy. 
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*' I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, SATS 
ANOTHER, BECAUSE AMALGAMATION WOULD FOLLOW 
BT INTERMARRIAGES WITH THE BLACKS." 

This, with some persons of most exquisite and refin- 
ed taste and sensibility, has been a formidable objec* 
tion to emancipation. And while they have been appa- 
rently horrified at the visionary prospect of legal amal- 
gamation, which, they supposed, at some very distant 
day, might, in some instances, take place, as they say, 
by intermarriages, the nerves of this same class of good 
people have not, in the mean time, appeared to be in the 
least degree disturbed, at the awfully wicked and exten- 
sive process of amalgation, which, every body knows, 
has always been going on in the slave states, — and 
that, too, in open and shameless violation and defiance 
of the laws of God and man ; with the dreadful design, 
too, on the part of the slaveholder, of selling his own 
offspring into interminable and cruel bondage. 

The five hundred thousand mulattos in this land, are, 
with few exceptions, but so many living monuments and 
standing reproofs to our nation, of the dreadful evils of 
slavery, and I fear, too, of pending judgements to be 
visited upon us for our national sins. But, says one, 
let those be guilty of such violations of the laws of Grod 
and man, who will : it is a voluntary business, and I 
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cannot prevent it Would not the same principle hold 
good in case of lawful amalgamation by intermarriages ? 
Would it not, of course, be a/* voluntary business," and 
therefore without any responsibility of a third person? 
As I am not greatly skilled in ethics, I will leave it to 
those who are, to say, whether voldatary legal amalga- 
mation would involve moral guilt. But that illegal or 
ADULTEROUS amalgamation involves a vast and most fear- 
ful amount of moral guill in individuals and the nation, 
cannot, for a moment, admit of a doubt : and every man in 
the nation, who does not, in addition to publicly testifying 
against American slavery in all its forms and abomina- 
tions, do all in his power, also, constitutionally and 
peacefully, to abolish it speedily, in an important sense, 
becomes accessory and partaker in this constantly ac- 
cumulating load of pollution and guilt upon the nation. 
And I wish it to be distinctly understood here, that while 
I oppose illegal amalgamation as I do slavery itself, I 

do not ADVOCATE EVEN LEGAL AMALGAMATION. This 

is a matter with which, as a nation, or aa abolitionists, 
in the very nature of the case, we cannot and otig%< not 
to have any thing whatever to do. It would just as 
mnch^ and no more^ become us to opinionate and to 
legislate about intermarriages between nalive bom and 
adopted Americans, All see and feel that this would be 
an infringement upon our inalienable rights. Let me 
illustrate my meaning by one or two examples, and I 
think that all who aim at justice to their fellow-men, 
as their vert first principle of action, will moit 
fully coincide with this plain common-senae principle. 
Fiance, for example, owed the United States a large 
ameunl of maney. It was a just and undi(B|iMted claim. 
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Now, suppose, as a condition of its pajmenty France had 
required the people of the United States to obligate them- 
selves never to expend any part of this money in a war 
with her in any case whatever; and that no Aoieii- 
can should ever again set his foot upon her shores with- 
out forfeiting his life or his liberty : think you General 
Jackson, as the efficient executive of an independent 
nation, would have consented to any such humbling and 
degrading terms ? And if he hadf would not the whole 
nation, almost with the voice of one man, have cried 
out, this cannot be the act of General Jackson ? And 
had it even proved so, would not the nation still have 
exclaimed, Iiet the money and all France sink, before 
we will receive it on any such terms ? This may be too 
strong language. If so, the reader can easily supply an 
imaginary modificution to suit his own taste. I have 
used this illustration, being fully aware that there an 
very many valuable men who think it wrong to go to wai 
in any case whatever. But still the abstract doctrine of 
justice, demonstrated by it, shows the universal common 
sense of mankind, tl\at we are always bound to do justice 
to all men, entirely independent of selfish conditions. 
How would a gentleman look, who should decline pay- 
ing a coloured washerwoman her just bill for her hard 
toil, merely on account of her colour t Finite, short- 
sighted man, moreover, is not leoallt, neither oan he 
be MORALLY, responsible, for consequences resulting 
from the performance of acts of justice, in the abstract, 
to all men. 

Do honest men hesitate a moment to discharge honest 
debts, on the ground that the just receiver of the money 
may possibly, in some way, make a bad use of it ? 
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I will adduce one more illustratioQ of my meaniqgv 
which appears to me to he clear, and exactly io point 
Suppose a poor, but worthy young man, had wrought 
^thfully for some man of wealth for many long years 
without taking up any more of his hard-earned wagea 
than the most scanty living. His wages had accuma- 
latM to a considerable amount, which he now demanded. 

The wealthy man, for whom this young man bad so 
long and so faithfully laboured, admitted the claim to^-he 
just to the full extent ; but having a favourite daughter, 
and fearing she might ** fall in love " with the money or 
the young man, and marry him, withholds it forever, 
and compels this same young man to work on for him, 
through life, for the scanty pittance of his living : and 
as the rich man died, to will the young man's posterity 
(according to the genuine slaveholding code,) for the 
benefit of his own already wealthy heirs. Should mo* 
tives so base, and so unworthy of man, aCs in this case, 
ever be seriously attempted to be carried out into prac- 
tice, would not the simultaneous burst of virtuous indig- 
nation, of the whole community, be '* shame on such a 
man !" Never mind the dau<3HTer, but demand of the 
TYRANT, *^ the just wagos," to the uttermost farthing. 

By the very simple mode of illustrations which I have 
chosen here, it appears to me that no one can fail to see 
the force and propriety of the high and invariable obliga- 
tory principle, upon all men, to do immediate justice to 
every one, altogether independent of any known condi- 
tions, or conjectured consequences. 

Must we not all see that this '* quibbling and parley^ 
ingf^^ about conditions and consequences, is altogether 
a selfish bttsinestf, and has nothing, whatever, to do with 

18 



ftM LIBEftTT AlfB tLATIKT 

lk« straightforward actof *« doing jna^t to all neotfor 
tlie sake of justice.'* The truth is, tliat just so fiu- as ws 
inipoee restiictions upon our fellow-«ieO) as tke ezpfen 
conditions of our performing a simple act of jostioa Is 
them» in the same ratio k isaaahndgamsail of their ik 
alienable equal liberties, and equal rights, with us, wfaid 
were given to all men by the great first Giver of elSny 
right, or of *^ every good and peifoct gift,'' «od which are 
ever regarded by Him, with a M»gk eye. 

Aboli^nists have nothing, whatever, to-do with amal> 
gamation, any more than anti-abolitionists have. It is 
ikeir business, and should be the business of this whole 
aation, without delay, to restore immediately, the down- 
trodden millions of our foil ow-country men, andsr ear 
feet, all their sacred rights, as men, and immortal 
and acoountable beings, which we, by a tyraosi- 
cal hand, have wrongfully and most wickedly wrested 
from them. There is nothing more common, when men 
are opposed to a cause, than for them to array the 
strongest prejudices in human nature against it. 

Hence, we have heard the note of alarm, long and 
load, — amalgamation! amalgamation! sounded over 
the whole length and breadth of the land ; and that, tee, 
by some who were fracticallt and foully implicated, 
in the veiy charge which thrmselvbs would folsely 
preforagannst others. In a certain stage of the temper- 
ance cause, for instance, the cry of church and state 
was reiterated from one end of the land to the other, by 
itsopposers, knowing well that the people dreaded 
iiothing more. 

But with regard to amalgamation, who camot see, 
Aat it aoight much more effectually be prevented, if the 



people diould require H to be dome* by legal eoaotmeiiteB 
wben all the sacred rights and iaumuuliHI of that dowi^ 
trodden and muchi abused people^ should be restored Uk 
them, and all their ioterests and relations of iife« secure^ 
ijr guerded^by the strong arm of law ; and when ai^St 

UNP&INGIFLED MEN* GOUU> KO LONGKS; PmOFikOAT« 
TH£IR SPfiG|E8« FOR THE UNiiAU.OWEO r^RPOSBS. Of 
QAIH9 BT SELLING THEIR OWN GHILORSN IKTO END* 
LESS SL^rERT, TO THEIR LATEST POSTERITY^ I do 

not say that I should favour such a law ; for I must go 
for universal freedom and equal rights, to every unof- 
fending human being, regardless of coluor or circum- 
stances. I must abide by the doctrine, that that which 
God joins together no man must separate. I mean those 
inalienable rights of man, which our fathers meant, in 
the Constitution and Declaration of Independence : life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. *' But," says 
one, '*I am in favour of sending the ^nigger$^ all 
home, where they belong." So am I. But where on 
earth is our home, if not in the land of our birth, the ' 
toils of life, and the graves of our fathers] Could not 
our five hundred thousand mulattos, in this nation, in 
a special manner, with all propriety, most solemnly reply 
to us, as a nation, as did the little ragged boy to his fa- 
ther, who, when he had company, being ashamed of the 
appearance of the little fellow, sternly told him to '* run 
home." '* Father," said his unsuspecting child, *' where 
is my home ?" 

Who will dare say| *^ let the sin be on my head, of 
rending asunder all the sacred ties of kindred blood, 
of this greatly oppressed people, both of the living and 
of the dead, by a cruel, compulsory expatriation." But 
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of the utter imparacticabilttj of colonization, and of the 
decided hostility of slaveholding colonizationists, ever to 
emancipate their slaves to colonize them ; and also of the 
whole favourable bearing to perpetuate slavery, of the 
visionary colonization scheme ; I shall say more here- 
after, which I trust may be convincing to every unpreju- 
diced benevolent mind, that it is very far from being a 
system of benevolence, though many, no doubt, have 
honestly thought it so. 



SECTION XL 



^ I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, BE* 
CAUSE THE BLACKS ARE SO * EXTREMELY OFFEM- 
8ITE«* I CANNOT BEAR THEM ABOUT ME." 

This same ** exquisite" creature, in a short time after 
making this ostentatious parade, to give us an exhibi- 
tion of her extreme refinementj and great deHcacy of 
ta»te^ had occasion to give a ** wplendid party ;" and for- 
getting what she had said, was at much trouble and 
pains to procure none but *' coloured waiters," to 
keep up the ** style." 

Was not this consistent uncoloured lady, herself 
doubly a slave : to prejudice in the one case, and to 
fashion in the other? Who must not see, that slavery 
and degradation^ and not colour^ is the foundation of all 
this wicked, proud, and haughty prejudice ; or, to speak 
more properly, scorn and contempt of the poor, dfipu^ 
ed, and helpless, of this cold and heartless world? Let 
us take a case or two more, and see how it looks, and 
ascertain what we can make of it. There are now, in 
the city of New-York, various institutions of amusement, 
where the keepers indignantly repulse the entrance, for 
a moment, of all free people of colour, however 
respectable, or well behaved ; but freely admit them ia 
the capacity of alavee or eervants, I heard a coloured 
gentleman of sound sense remark, that the more res- 
pectable a coloured idan appe|ured» the more some white 

18* 



210 LIBERTY AND 8LAT1RT 

people would abuse him. Such wickedness and hypo- 
crisy as this, when tolerated and countenanced by 
community, generally, is enough to draw down the right- 
eous judgements of Heaven upon any people on earth. In 
times of common danger, slaves have often been eman- 
cipated, and uncoloured men forgot they were in aims, 
side by side, in common defence, for their common in- 
terests and safety. This is all human native, both among 
coloured and uncoloured people. When men fear no 
danger, every one appears to be exalting himself abo?e 
his fellow. And we all see, that in this way, by long 
and uninterrupted prosperity, nations, as well as indi- 
viduals, oflen become proud, and greatly lifted up, to a 
giddy and dangerous eminence. But when a sense of 
some great and common danger pervades a whole coun- 
try, we see the rich and the poor, the high and the low, 
the learned and the unlearned ; and, indeed, all ranks 
and conditions of men, meet and mingle together, and 
look upon each other as brethren of one common fam- 
ily, feeling a mutual and a general community of in- 
terests. Should other powers combine to subvert our 
liberties, it would not be strange to see coloured and 
uncoloured men, again defending their common coun- 
try, side by side. 

I suppose it is for the like wise purposes of salutary 
humiliation, that we are told, that it is better for us to go 
to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of 
feasting. But for these things, may a kind heaven for- 
bid, that, as a nation, we should ever be called to mourn, 
as one thai " moumeth wiihout a comforter J^ There are 
aristocrats here, at the north, who will ride by the side 
of »* black" drivers, day i^er day»"in the capacity of aer- 
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vants, while it flatters their pride and their vanity, to hare 
the world gaze upon them, as gentlemen of dignity and 
fortune, perchance, that they can order their boy, Jack, 
Joe, or Jim, with all the haughty airs of a master over 
his slave ; and at the same time, these same aristocrats 
would feel themselves very highly insulted, if a stage, 
packet, or steamboat proprietor, or agent, should dare 
presume to give the most respectable free person ci 
colour, a passag'e, at the same time, on equal terms, 
for the same money, with themselves, under any circum- 
stances whatever. 

At the last anniversary of the New*Tork State Anti- 
slavery Society, a coloured clergyman from the city of 
New- York, Rev. Theodore S. Wright, portrayed in 
a most touching manner a few of the miseries, wrongs, 
and oppressions which this cruel prejudice wrought upon 
the coloured people. I verily felt, while listening to his 
statements, that this nation had, as i^ were, leagued to- 
gether to crush this people into the dust, until a righteous 
God should appear with his strong arm for theirtieliver- 
ance, by taking vengeance on their oppressors. After 
showing the grievous disabilities which the coloured 
people in this country laboured under on account of this 
prejudice, in being debarred the privilege of churches, 
and of schools, trades, &c. &c. for the benefit of their 
children; and how mortifying and afflicting it was to 
look upon their dear children, which they tenderly loved, 
and whose respectability and welfare they ardently de- 
sired, but were not allowed to promote them, being 
weighed down to the earth with unreasonable prejudice ; 
he went on to relate a number of iostances of great 
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affliction and death which had been caufled by it, a few 
of which I will recite in his own language. 

** Miss Betsey Stockton, a coloured lady, who ac* 
companied Mrs. Stewart on the first mission, I Uunk, 
to the Sandwich Islands, was travelling for her heahk 
In coming up the North River, although under the pro- 
tection of a white gentleman, and although an intelli* 
gent and philanthropic woman, who had crossed the 
ocean to aid in enlightening and converting the heathen, 
she was not permitted a place beneath the deck to lay 
her head in the damp night. By this exposure, kef 
health was injofed and her life endangered. Mrs. 
Smith was a pious woman, and lived in Newbur|^ 
She was going down the North River on the steam- 
boat. Night began to come on, and she thought of the 
infant she held in her arms. She went to the captain 
of the steamboat and plead for a place, where with her 
dear babe she might be comfortable, and its lite and 
health not be jeoparded. Such a place she was re- 
fused* : She arrived at the city of New- York. Her 
child died, and after a short period she died herself 
from the cold she then caught. 

*' I might mention also the case of the Rev. Jeremiah 
Gloucester, former pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
church in Philadelphia. £ight years since, he travelled 
on his professional tour through New England— 'was 
excluded from a cabin of a steamboat over night. Al- 
though in poor health, like his master, he had not where 
to lay his head. His exposure threw him into a decline, 
and he died. 

«' In the fall of 1828, a gentleman and lady, friendt 
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of rainey with a little infant, came fronoi Princeton, New- 
Jersey, to visit me at Schenectady. On the steamboat 
between New- York and Albany they were denied a 
place to lay their heads at night. When they arrived 
at Albany, they sought a passige in the stage for Sche- 
nectady. The woman being light-corn plexioned, would 
pass for white. She was interrogated very promptly 
whether she wished a passage. She told them she did. 
Her baggage was put on the stage. But when she 
spoke to her husband, and they discovered he was a 
dark man, the baggage was taken off the stage, and 
they refused a passage in it. She sstf -down upon the 
baggage with her babe in her arms, and wept ; when 
some benevolent friend seeing their condition, kindly 
procured for them a private vehicle at an expense of 
four dollars, which conveyed them to my residence in 
Schenectady. On their return from their visit, they 
went to Albany, expecting to meet the steamboat Al- 
bany, which at that time was very favourably disposed 
towards the people of colour ; but, unfortunatU^, they 
were a few moments too late. Their condition then 
was lamentable. I went from steamboat to steamboat, 
and made great efforts to procure a passage for them, 
so that the mother, with her infant, might return com- 
fortably; but in vain was my attempt. Whilst her 
husband lef\ her and went home, I was compelled to 
return with her to my residence in Schenectady. When 
the boat returned to Albany, with my companion, I ac- 
companied her home to Princeton." 

On Mr. Wright's return with his companion to Sche- 
nectady, he gives an unvarnished and roost affecting 
account of the inhuman treatment they met with, in 
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being exposed od deck in cold stormy ni^to kite in Ham 
&II9 whereby his wife, to whom he was much attached^ 
took cold and suddenly died. 

Mr. Wright cited another remaritable instaDce* a» 
illustrative of the unfavourable influence which suck 
unchristian prejudice must have upon the unchristiaa" 
ized part of the world. Some native Afrkans (said t» 
have been converted to Christianity through the laboim 
of some American missionaries to Africa) came inte 
New«York in an African vessel, and stojpfing ov«c 
Sabbath went to church, but sat on the steps throng 
tke whole service* because no one would give tkem a 
seat, and that this was no uncommon thing. "What a, 
specimen of American Christianity must they carry back 
to Africa ! Would such a report, if believed, assist ow 
missionaries to convert all Africa to our religion T 

In all these cases of unchristian proscriptiOD and op- 
pression of free coloured people, it is well known tkal 
blacks who would bow down and degrade themselves 
to the whites to breathe the air of servitude or slavery 
in waiting on the whites, had free access to churchest 
steamboats, stages, &c. Will not the time come whea- 
it must be said to such whites, ^ the$6 ahaU bt recetocd^ 
bui ye yowrseh&8 ^aU be thrust »ut ?" 

Not long since, a lady (so claiming to be) from St. 
Louis, on her way to Gennesee county, N. T. (ker 
native place,) on a visit to her friends, utterly refused 
to ride in a stage-coach a few miles from BufiUo widi 
a free person of colour, of good character and of re- 
spectable appearance, although this slaveholding " lady'* 
had a black female slave, of overgrown dimensionsy by 
her side. And strange to telU she found Qortbecn man 
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who had christened llieinselTes by all the good names 
of the land, such as CHusTiAff » Republic an. Demo* 
CRAT, Whio, &c., who very politely united ki the aris- 
tocratic protestation of tins tamkee slavbholihng 

I.ADT* 

Nortfiem ehrisH^ns and repii6IJcafM could very cheer- 
Mi j ride with southern slateholders, and their co- 
f^URED aLAVEs, hot oo oo accouiit could they be induced 
to ride with northern coloured freemen ! ! Shame on 
such nort^TB chriaHane and repMieans^ — if^ indeedt 
euch they ought to be called, — who will uphold sueli 
conduct by apologising for it, for this is nothing but a 
modified form of northern practical slavery. 

If every professed christian at the norA was of this 
character, I should regard the north as having even 
more of the blood of slavery upon it than the south, and 
should tremble for fear it might sink, or some dreadful 
calamity, in righteousness, rained down upon it from 
Rbove. 

I once myself, some few years since, witnessed a 
scene in a northern city, which I have never b^en at4e 
to regard but with utter abhorrence. A well-dressed 
coloured girl, of respectable appearance, had paid for a 
eeat in the stage to visit her sister, whom, I was informed, 
she had not seen for some years. The girl was the last 
one who stepped into the stage ; and as she took her 
seat, a lusty, full-grown and full-blooded ari$iocraU who 
had previously taken hi$ seat, perceiving, by his aristo- 
cratic eye, that the girl breathed the pure and exhilarat- 
ing air of freedom, the same as did his honour, heindig- 
nantly bounded out, and insolently demanded of the 
agent if he meant to insult him ! The young man, at 
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first not knowing what he meant, inquired, ** What k 
the matter ?" On bein^ haughtily and roughly told by 
the great man, that he did not ride with ** niggers," the 
young man '* duffed the beaver," and quickly refunded 
the fare to the astonished and unsuspecting girl ; took 
off her trunk, and informed her she could not ride. She 
immediately, in silence, but evidently much mortified, 
unaided, stepped out of the coach, and all was peace and 
quietness. The good man resumed his royal seat with 
his wonted dignified complacency, apparently fearlesi 
of farther molestation : crack went the whip ; and the 
poor, helpless, coloured girl, lefl in the street to visit 
her sister the best way she could. But, for the honour 
of the northern portion of our country, I am happy to be 
able to say, as I was credibly informed, that this ** g-^ii- 
tieman " did not live nearer than a thousand miles of this 
northern city ; and, for one, I most certainly could wish, 
for the credit of a city in a land of freedom, that no other 
such ^"^ gentleman " would ever come within two thousand 
miles of it, unless, indeed, in the hopes that he might 
thereby imbibe better principles, and learn more civility. 
I cannot forbear here, to give an extract from a letter 
published at Grlasgow, May 20, 1837, directed to an 
American, Captain Bigley, of the brig Cooonicus, then 
about to sail from that port to America, on the occasion 
^f his refusing Dr. James McOunb Smith a passage 
in his vessel to New- York, his native city, whence he 
was driven for the crime of having a coloured skin to 
Glasgow, to receive his education. The circumstance 
produced great excitement in Glasgow, and just indig- 
nation against this American captain. The letter was 
headed — 
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»* CONTRABAND IMPORTATION— THE 
AMERICAN ANTIC HRISTI AN PREJU- 
DICE AGAINST COLOURED P|:RS0NS 
IMPORTED INTO SCOTLAND-" 

My object, more particularly in making this extract, 
is to show that slavery is the cause of this vaia, proud, 
and contemptuous prejudice against coloured people; 
and that it does not exist in countries where coloured 
people are not enslaved. American interests, northern 
and southern, and American associations of thought, 
which have ^ grown with our growth, and strengthened 
with our strength," in relation to coloured people, is now 
the millstone about the necks of three millions of our 
own wretched and greatly abused countrynien. 

The extract alluded to in relation to the American 
captain refusing Dr. Smith a passage from a foreign 
port to his native city, commences as follows : 

** This, sir, is a public offence ; because you publicly 
advertised your vessel for passengers, without stipulation 
as to colour, or any other exception ; and when a genp- 
tleman, intending to become a passenger, applies, at 
above narrated, you turn round and say, * No, sir ; I 
can't take you ; your complexion is not so fair as mine^' 
Too should, in your announcement, have stated, that 
you would take passengers only provided they are white 
— - not coloured people — and then the public would 
have known your conditions and exceptions ; but it is 
right now that the public should know that they art- 
such ; and it is to be hoped that the pxoplb of Soot- 
land WILL APPRXCIATX BOTH TOU AND THEM. Id yOUr 

country you associate with, and inflict no disqualificiy 

19 
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tions on a man on account of the place of his birdi, tn 
his religion. He is equally eligible to places of tnist 
and power, whether he be' of Dutch, French, £nglish, 
German, Grecian, Turkish, or any other origin, provided 
he be white, and have no African blood in his veins ; 
and you admit meq of all religious denominations, — 
Baptists, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian,' Ro* 
man Catholic, Jew, Turk, Mahometan, or Infidel ; and 
you would give a passage to, or associate with, any of 
these, or with any white man, although he may be flying 
from his creditors, whom he may have defrauded, or 
from the gallows, to which the laws of his country may 
have sentenced him : but to a ' coloured matif^ who has 
sustained an unblemished character, — who has pursued 
his studies with credit and distinction, surrounded daily 
with white students, — who has honourably taken his 
successive degrees ; and, finally, that of M. D. in GUu' 
goto University, to which he had been driven from New- 
Tork, his native place, — these illiberal prejudices inter- 
dicting him from* pursuing his studies in any American 
university, — who, on account of his mental acquire* 
ments, his liberal education, his moral and religious 
character, and polite behaviour, is unquestionably en- 
titled to the rank of a gentleman ; and who, as such, has 
freely associated in this city (Glasgow,) and elsewhere . 
throughout the kingdom^ with gentlemen and ladies of 
the most respectable classes of society, • — at their pii- 
vate tables, and in parties, and in public meetings : to 
such a one you refuse a passage in your vessel, for the 
good substantial reason that God had been pleased to 
make his complexion different from yours ! I " 
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And^iave 3FOU any reason to infer that your complexion 
la more acceptable in the sight of God, — of that God 
who has ** made, of one blood, all the nations of men to 
dwell upon the face of the earth ?" Do you not know 
that God looketh upon the hearty not upon the colour of 
the skin^ as a test of admission to His divine favour and 
presence in the heavenly kingdom? You may refuse 
him a passage in your vessel, but you cannot refuse him 
a passage to Heaven ; you may refuse to associate with 
coloured persons on earth, but will not refuse to associate 
with them in Heaven 1 MAY THEY NOT STAND 
THERE IN JUDGEMENT AGAINST YOU, 
AND YOUR COUNTRYMEN, FOR THE IN- 
JUSTICE DONE THEM HERE ?* Or, think you 
th»t there will be one Heaven for whites, and another 
for coloured people ? Is it so that you have read your 
Bible 1 To any of my fellow-countrymen, whether by 
nativity or adoption, who may read all these things, and 
perhaps many more like unto them, and may still have 
no heart to feel that such treatment to their fellow-beings 
is not only ungentlemanly, unjust, and inhuman, but also 
a heinous sin against Heaven and earth, I would say to 
them at least, beware, lest this dreadful spell of unright- 
eous prejudice carry you so far to aid and abet the op- 
pressor in your nation, that it do not soon irresistibly 

* Since writing this, I have had the pleasure of an interview 
with Dr. Smith in New- York, where be is established in his pro- 
fession, — and also of hearing an address, before 3000 people^ 
from him, in behalf of his enslaved countrymen, with so much in- 
telligence, classical taste, eloquence, and power, as -would make 
any uncoUmred man in the land almost desire to be a coloured 
man* 
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react upon you, like the inundation of a mighty water# 
to deluge yourselves, your children, and your whole 
country, in one common destruction. 

And now, t(» sum up the whole matter of this intuitive, 
inveterate, insurmountable, narrow-souled, hatred and 
contempt of colour, which, some say, (let alone inter- 
marriages,) will never allow us to treat coloured people 
even with Christian civility and Christian kindness, from 
the hght of the philosophy of human nature, and also 
from all history and observation, who that m divested of 
prejudicej *^ clothed^ and in his riohi mind^^ cannot 
readily conceive of an entire reverse of circumstances, 
in which the coloured people, in their turn, might look 
upon the uncoloured with all that contempt with which 
we maintain our slavery, are now haughtily and wickdHy 
80 prone to look upon them. Who cannot see that this 
same prejudice, then^ would be against the tmcohuredj 
and the veneration for the coloured people ? 

This point I shall leave here, as claiming no further 
notice in this place. It is certainly a most profitable 
and interesting theme of contemplation, to take into 
serious consideration, why this prejudice (so called) 
aganist colour, does not exist in countries where slav- 
ery is unknown. That it does not, cannot be denied, 
for it has long been a matter of history to the great 
disgrace of proud and contemptuous slaveholding na- 
tions. 

However it may appear to others, I cannot say ; but 
to me, it certainly seems as clear as that two and two 
make four, that the only reason that can possibly be 
given, is, that in countries where the coloured people 
have never been enslaved, the people grow up perfectly 
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free from all those associations of meannesSf degrada- 
tion, and wretchedness, as belonging peculiarly to peo- 
ple of a particular complexion, or colour of the skin. 
On the other hand, where the coloured people have al- 
ways been enslaved and degraded, all the people grow 
up with all these horrible associations of every thing that 
is mean and degraded, as belonging peculiarly to per- 
sons of a dark complexion. 

This is certainly, most painfully amusing to one who 
contemplates this principle in all its bearings, with 
somewhat of a philosophical eye, and a benevolent 
heart ; for in all this, he cannot but regard adults as 
*' fanciful children of a larger growth." 

In a country where the people grow up with notions 
of 4M9Sociating every thing that is low and degraded, 
with persons of a dark complexion, we find that mate- 
rials have been in great demand by some, for impro- 
ving the complexion, so as to render it if possible, the 
yery opposite of black. Some too have killed them- 
selves in endeavouring to produce a ^^ delicate pale com- 
plexion." 

But just reverse the order of things, and no doubt 
the happy man, who should be so extremely lucky, as 
to make the important discovery of giving the highest 
possible colour and polish to the skin, would at once 
have made his fortune forever. 

This vain, and proud, and haughty disposition in 
man, by the mere instinctive impulses of his selfish na- 
ture,' if not constantly guarded, and resisted by a higher 
and a more ennobling principle, will prompt us, equally 
to seek the favour of the strong and /the powerful, and 
to avoid, or oppress the weak and the helpless. 

19* 
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We are very proue^ in this rapid mnd short jovmej 
of ambitious lifey to do, like the weary and suo •burnt 
traveller, who swiftly passes by, with but a glance at 
every object that can afford him no protection from the 
intensity of the beams of the mid-day sun, in order the 
more speedily and securely to repose himself under the 
cedars of Lebanon, or the tall sturdy oaks of Bashan. 

Human nature thus shows itself in a great variety of 
ways, and often under very ingenious and plausible pre- 
tences. 

For example : in relation to what is comn>onIy call- 
ed prejudice against colour, many, doubtless, have been 
■o long accustomed to think it to be as much instinct- 
ive, as that we like the aweetneas of the A<me^-cofii6, and 
Halike the hittemesa of gall ; that philosophising with 
such persons on the subject, may be of but little avail. 

It reminds one, however, of a man, who having been 
so long addicted to uttering falsehoods, that after he 
had truly reformed in pnnciple^ found to his astonish- 
ment and grief, that many of the falsehoods, and those 
too which he well knew to be such, when first uttered, 
he had actually embraced as truths* 

Some of the good people in this land, should they 
ever be brought to themselves on the subject of sla- 
very, '* clothed and in their right minds," would hanlly 
believe it possible that they had once been employed in 
making back gallery-pews low enough to sink the col- 
oured people entirely out of sight of the whites, in the 
temples erected for the worship of that bkino who 

«* MADE OF ONE BLOOD, ALL THE NATIONS THAT DWELL 
UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND WHO IS HO RE- 
SPECTER OF PERSONS*" 
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And to tell a good colonizationist at the present time^ 
(while so thickly enveloped by all his *^ black prejudu 
ces^^*) that the whole colonization scheme, is but<;arry- 
ing out this same principle of hatred and contempt of 
our poor brother, upon a broader and a grander scale* 
he would feel himself almost insulted. 

One -sixth part only of the human family are white. 
Five-sixths of the whole human race, are by the hand 
of our Common Parent, complexioned from the olive to 
ihe copper colour, and from the copper colour, still 
darker. 

My object, in saying as much as I have, in regard to 
these aristocratic principles, of what is commonly called 
prejudice against colour, is to bring to our minds, not 
only to see the vnckedneas^ but the extreme foUy of our 
entertaining, and deliberately cherishing such feeHngg 
against people who happen to be somewhat differently 
complexioned to ourselves, that we cannot extend to 
them even the common civilities, hospitalities, or Che 
charities of life. 

This wonderful monster in human nature, is nothing 
more nor less than hateful arisfocratic caaie. To say 
the leafi^ of it, it is anti-republican, unreasonable, un- 
kind, illiberal, not to say unchristian and wicked. 

It must bo banished frOm the great brotherhood of 
man, or infidelity ^ artetocracy^ mcfnarchyf anddespoU 
i9m, with their iron sway^ are forever xiestined triumph- 
antly to reign over the world, all ike prayers andprofet^ 
sions of CkriatioM^ and aU the idle encomiumi upon re* 
pubHcanism to the contrary notwithstanding* 



SECTION XII 



**I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, BE- 
CAUSE THE BIBLE TOLERATES SLAVERY.'* 



Had I room in this place, I think I could most efiectu- 
ally prove that this is altogether a false and distorted 
view of the blessed, humane, and benevolent doctrines 
of the Bible, which proclaim peace and good- will to man, 
and liberty to the captive. But as men abundantly 
competent, have of late ably and most triumphantly de- 
fended this precious volume of goud-will to the upright 
and merciful, as well as wo to the oppressor, from this 
foul slander ; I shall content myself for the present, to 
leave the reply to this objection principally in their 
hands. And suffice it to say here, that most persons, 
especially at the north, who start this objection to the 
discussion of slavery, are very careful notwithstanding, 
to give us particular notice in the outset, that *^ ihey^ too, 
are greatly opposed to slavery, thereby (themselves 
being judges) virtually pretending to hold a better doc- 
trine than the Bible itself contains. If this is not setting 
up our wisdom above divine wisdom, and our righteous- 
ness above that which is revealed, if it be not indeed the 
very essence and the height o£ self-righteousness^ I must 
acknowledge I know not what can be. It also, ina.d- 

^ Yertently, betrays a total unbelief in divine revelation 

f. itself. 
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And JDdeed, who coald or should believe the Bible, 
if it did actually countenance and uphold the institution 
of American slavery in all its cruelty, violence, and 
abominations, far exceeding those of Egyptian bondage, 
for which Pharoah and his host were so. signally des- 
troyed 1 / 

The negative as well as positive practical ineulcar 
tion by the American churches, of this false and dread* 
ful doctrine, has doubtless already done more to aid 
skepticism in all divine truth, with its endless train of 
consequent evils in the United States, than all the other 
glaring excresences of the Christian churches in our 
country. Infidelity itself has stood aghast! and becm 
exclaiming in its dark soliloquy, *^ if the church will 
violently rend asunder all the tenderest ties of life, hand- 
cuff, chain, and sell her own members to the highest 
bidders, to be driven away into a returnless and hope- 
less bondage, what will she not do? and is such religicm 
from above, or from beneath? And what better is a 
church that can remain mute or apologise for such 
deeds of darkness and death, than that church which 
actually takes the bloody knife into its own hand. 

Such a doctrine, long theoretically and practically in* 
culcated by any religion, would be enough to overthrow it 
from the moral sense of all mankind. Palsied will be 
the tongues of the advocates of such a religion. The 
kind of servitude spoken of in the Bible, except by 
divine injunction, by way of special chastisements for 
the sins of a people, is no more like southern slavery, 
than unmixed despotism is like pure Christianity. 

Who that reads the Bible, can fail to see throughout 
its sacred pages, that the Almighty has clearly manifest- 



226 LIBERTY AND SLAVERY 

ad his righteous displeasure and abhorrence to die great 
sin of oppression, and his denunciations against the op- 
pressor, in fearful language and somewhat similar to the 
following : ** And the Lord said, I have surely seen Che 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reason of their task masters, for I 
know their sorrow." " Now therefore behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto me, and I have 
also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians op- 
press them." " He that oppresseth the poor to increase 
his riches, shall surely come to want." "For the op- 
pression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now 
will I arise saith the Lord ; I will set him in safety from 
him that snuffeth at him." " Rob not the poor because 
he is poor ; neither oppress the afflicted in the gate.** 
^'Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant 
which is escaped from his master unto thee. He shall 
dwell with thee even among you, in that place which he 
■hall choose ; in one of thy gates where it liketh him 
best ; thou shalt not oppress him." " Wo unto him that 
buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers 
by wrong; thai useth his neighbour's service tnthoul 
toages, and giveth him nought for his toork.^ "If a 
man be found stealing any of bis brethren of the chiTdren 
of Israel, and maketh merchandise of him or selleth him, 
then that /U«/ shall die, and thou shalt put evil away 
from among you." "And I break the jaws of the 
wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth." 

This last passage is doubtless figurative language. 
Can these and like passages be the source whence some 
of our northern pro* slavery friends receive their intima- 
tions, that while speaking of oppressors, apd all tbi 
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dreadful oppressions and the abominations of slavery in 
the land ; they must be extremely careful to use very 
soft and smooth terms to ** daub with untempered 
mortar," that while slaveholders are loudly and shame- 
lessly claiming slavery to be the '^ best basis of free- 
dom," a '* divine institution," and also aiming to en- 
slave the free ; we should just merely say, for fear of 
ofiending them, ^* slavery is unfortunately entailed upon 
our * southern brethren^^ and I do not see how they can 
eter possibly get rid of itJ*^ Is not all this too much ! 
like the tender mother who besought the father not to 
correct the wilful child for **• it was sick,^^ and could not 
say " I WILL ? " Ah, says one, you don't understand 
how to address our *' southern brethren" — ^^they are 
a very chivalrous people ! ! " 

But I cannot forbear here to quote as being in place, 
the very eloquent and forcible manner in which Rev. E. 
P. Barrows, jun., of New-York^ closes an interesting 
address '6n this subject 

^ When we consider, said he, that men have pleaded 
the authority of the Holy Scriptures, as a warrant to 
burn men alive for heresy ; that the monarchs of £urope 
profess to derive their despotic powers immediately from 
God, and call all resistance to their authority rebellion 
against Heaven, and that satan himself quoted Scrip- 
ture, for the purpose of inducing our Saviour into sin, 
we need not wonder to find the advocates of slavery 
claiming the sanction of a supremely benevolent God, 
in favour of a supremely selfish system, which author- 
izes men to be bought and sold, like cattle in the market, 
which contemptuously disregards the family relation 
which God himself has established, and which seals u(^ 
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from the poor slave the word of eternal life, which ia 
able to make him wise unto salvatioo. When God shall 
call evil good and good eviU when he shall put darkness 
for light and light for darkness, bitter for sweet and 
sweet for bitter, then and not till then, will he be found 
the patron of the American slave system." 

It should ever be remembered, that voluntary servkt 
for a longer or a shorter, a definite or an indefinite tine, 
is not slavery, but freedom. 

In all this, there would be no violation of the inalien- 
able rights, of man ; no reducing the image of our Ma- 
ker into the scale of the brutes, or to a mere chattel in 
law. 

There is one point of vietir, however, (said Gerrit 
Smith, Esq. in a late speech on the subject of temper- 
ance,) ** in which this running to the Bible for the justi- 
fication of wicked practices, is consoling and cheering 
to the friends of that blessed book. It shows that the 
Bible is the the acknowledged standard of right and 
wrong, and that men are uneasy in those sins, for which 
they are hunting up Bible apologies." Who can but 
regard this a very happy and correct thought? **for 
were there no genuine banks, there could be no coun- 
terfeit paper ! " 

I would refer any one, who may have any idea that 
the Bible sanctions slavery, to Mr. Weld's able and un- 
answerable Bible argument against slavery. 



SECTION XIII, 

<' 1 HEARD ONE MAK SAT HE WAS OPPOSED TO SLAV- 
ERY, BUT WAS OPPOSED TO DISCUSSING IT BECAUSE 
HE THOUGHT NO BETTER OF ABOLITIONISTS THAN 
HE DID OF SLAVEHOLDERS ; FOR ALL MENi AS HI 
SAID, WERE ALIKE SELFISH IN WHATBVfiiR THEV 
DO.^ 

He exclaimed with an air of considerable importance, 
" there is no difTerence in mankind." This was his ob- 
jection to the discussion of slavery. 

This reminds me of a curious fable, but which I can- 
not stop here to relate. 

I would, however, just ask this square-rule logician, 
what he would think, in ** these hard times for cash," 
should one of his old debtors approach him with this ex- 
traordinary address — ** Sir, I honestly owe you five 
hundred dollars, the amount of which I have now in my 
pocket, which I might and ought to pay to you, but will 
not do it for the important reason, that I shall be just at 
selfish in paying you the money as you will be in receiv- 
ing it?" 

Do we not all generally suspect one's principles, wheA' 
we find him thus dealing in the gross, with the motives 
of all mankind 1 

Do not these indiscriminate and wholesale dealers in 
the motives of all men, probably act somewhat firom a 

20 
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spirit of envy and general detraction^ designing to bring 
all men's principles and merit down on a level with their 
own? 

I leave this suggestion^ from which all maj draw such 
inferences as they please. It is with general principles 
of action, and with conduct resulting from such princi- 
ples, that men mainly have to do with men. The high 
and sacred scrutiny of motives, is the peculiar preroga- 
tive of the great arbiter of conscience. To say the 
least, one must be greatly straitened* to resort to such a 
fiuQcied hiding place, from which to aid the oppressor, 
by venting his malignity against abolitionists, and the 
poor oppressed slave. 



SECTION XIV. 



*^I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, BE- 
CAUSE THE SLATES ARE NOT FITTED FOR FREE- 
DOM." 

This objector seems not to consider, that this greatly 
oppressed class of his feliow-men, are from the very 
nature of slavery itself, even necessarily (as the slave- 
holders themselves admit,) becoming more and more 
oppressed, and consequently more and more unfitted for 
freedom. 

This dreadful and lamentable fact, is obvious, on 
the very face of the whole system of violating all the 
rights of men. 

And can this objector for a moment, suppose that the 
poor slave, loaded down with all his chains, (which the 
slaveholders say are absolutely necessary, and must 
still be increased,) and entirely enveloped in mental and 
moral darkness, can possibly be made to feel and to un- 
derstand all the blessings of civilized life, in which he 
is in no sense allowed to participate 1 

As well might we instil the heavenly principles, ami 
the benign spirit of the gospel of peace and love, into 
the minds of men^ by all the pains and the horrors of the 
inquisition. As well might we teach a deaf man 
sounds, or a blind man colours. And more than this, 
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were it even practicable to teach men all the arts and 
sciences of civilized life, while in a state of abject sla- 
very, it never has, and probably never will be done, for 
the very obvious reason, that the whole piratical and ac- 
cursed business and policy, of making merchandise of 
human beings, beginnings middle^ and endj is but one 
dreadful scene of violence and ruin^ to all possible rights 
of the enslaved. 

The truth is, the guilty conscience of the slaveholder, 
while he holds on his vampire grasp upon his human 
prey, dares not allow him to give them the least possi- 
ble means of knowing and avenging their wrongs, any 
inore than the pirate himself dares put his bloody im- 
plements into the hands of his ill-fated victims. Bat 
when the slaveholder draws the iron from the soul, lets 
go his grasp, and sets his slaves at full liberty to breathe 
their native air of freedom, as their benevolent Creator 
designed them to do, they leap for joy, and at once rally 
around him as their best friend, and bury their past 
wrongs forever. They can then begin to learn, and to 
appreciate the invaluable boon of civil liberty, and like 
meq raised from the dead, to the astonishment of all, 
** they are seen walking uprightly," * , 

Why do some men learn more than others in civili- 
zed life ] There is, doubtless, some difierence by na- 
ture. 

But the principal reason, I conceive, is, that some 
Ipark out a course of life agreeable to them, think 
tbey 866 their account in it, take encouragement, and 
* ■ - 

r f Pq? ike truth of this, read the late account of emancipation 
ij^ the West Indies, hy Thome and Kimball 
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freely and ardently pursue it, and concentrate the whole 
energy of their powers to the accomplishment of their 
favourite object. 

All this enterprise is but the natural result of their 
freedom of thought, and of action, or of men's pursuing 
*^ their own happiness in their own way," just as the no- 
ble but desecrated constitution of our country, fully 
guarantees to every American citizen* 
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SECTION XV. 

** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF 8LATERT, BE- 
CAUSE THE BLACKS ARE AN INFERIOR RACE OF BE- 
INGS TO THE WHITES, AND ARE THEREFORE MADE 
FOR SERVITUDE TO THE WHITES." 

This objector, I should think, must have adopted the 
creed, ** tkat all is fair in politics^^ or, in other lan- 
guage, that ** might is right ;" or (without allusion to 
any man's party politics but for the sake of illustration 
merely,) that *^ the spoils of the vanquished belong to the 
victor^* and ^^ that the end always justifies the 
MEANS." Here we see " expediency" with a ven- 
geance." 

Now, all these anti-christian, auti-republican, and des- 
potic sentiments, I hesitate not to say, should at once 
and forever be utterly discarded by every philanthropist, 
every Christian, and by every friend to mankind and 
lover of equal rights, as altogether unworthy of him. 
They should not be permitted to hold even a momentary 
lodgement in his mind, lest they soon transform the pure 
republican, or the nominal professor of Christianity, into 
the ABSOLUTE DESPOT. The direct tendency of the 
prevalence of such sentiments, is to aristocracy and 
despotism, and to base degeneracy throughout the whole 
body politic. When such sentiments prevail, " corrupt 
tion necessarily becomes the order of the dayJ*^ I have 
made these remarks only as being proper and called 
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for, in reply to the objection in question, entirely inde* 
pendent of all personalities. But I make them too as 
being too generally applicable to all exclusive partisans 
in mere party politics. 

But to return to the point under consideration. 

That the coloured people are by nature inferior to the 
uncoloured,. wants proof, I once heard a '* gentleman," 
who seemed to have the **bump of self-esteem" some- 
what more prominently developed than the *' bump^^ of 
reverence, conscientiousness, benevolence^ or intellect^ 
with an air of great wisdom proving this, (or rather dig^ 
proving it,) by gravely remarking to another, that the 
^^ nigger* 8^^ head had been weighed in *' the balance" 
of ** phrenology y^ and found wanting^ and therefore, he 
said, he should not be free. I thought I discovered^ 
from the ^gentleman's" own mathematical rules of 
*^ gauging mind," that he must himself also have been 
rather deficient, and the thought was involuntary, that 
** those who Uve in glasshouses had better not throw 
stones." But this *' political phrenologist," who would 
bound a man's liberties by the peculiar configuration of 
his head> I think must himself have lacked either some 
of the phrenological implements^ or the skill to use 
them. For I recollect to have seen one of this pro- 
fession, who, by compressing the ** intellectual powers" 
awhile, turned them all into the ^' animal organs,^ and 
then, by an inverse process, afler a while remodelled 
the same ^* animal " into a prodigy of intellect ! 

It is not my province, however, in this place, neither 
is it at all to my purpose, to canvass the particular 
claims and utility of phrenology. To say no more, in 
looking over the publications on the subject> there cer- 
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tainly appears to be many things which at least look 
plausible, especially if one side only be considered. 
The doctrine, also, has some ingenious and skilful ad- 
vocates. But suffice it to say on this pointy that even 
supposing phrenology to be well-founded, and true in 
all its length and breadth, and that our long and heavy 
oppressions upon the down-trodden coloured people 
have indeed pressed their ^^intellectual powers" into the 
** animal organs," (as this phrenologist declares,) it 
would still be one of the most conclusive arguments 
conceivable, that we ought at once to let off our vile 
and heavy hand of oppression upon our brother, which 
has thus profanely plucked him down from the dignified 
and elevated rank of a noble and an intellectual MAN, 
then thrust him under our feet, and trampled his very 
head (as this phrenologist would have it) into that of a 
mere " brute." 

I say, if all this indeed be so, it is certainly, of all 
other reasons, the most powerful and conclusive one 
imaginable, why the hard-hearted oppressor should at 
once cease his grievous oppressions, that that so much 
degraded head should again be '* righted up" into the 
noble and '* God-like intellectual " image in which its 
Maker formed it. 

It is surely admitted, that long and heavy oppressions 
will give both the mind and the body a gloomy, down- 
cast, and degraded appearance. But if this be so even 
exiemally^ how must that immortal soul, which no 
mortal eye can perceive, be morally degraded, and all 
its vast powers wantonly crushed and prostrated. So 
much for the objection to some men being freemen on 
account of the shape of their heads ! ! I 
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This objection to free discussion and to all men being 
freemen, (if you will allow the simplicity of the compari- 
son,) I should think (as the little child said) is about as 
large as a ^^ piece efchalk.^^ Indeed, were we to extend 
and carry out all these ridiculous, not to say criminal, 
caprices and prejudices against individuals, we ought at 
once, were it practicable, to lay out this little globe into 
very small spots of earth upon which to colonize every 
person in the whole world apart from all others, in ac- 
cordance with the real or supposed laws of phrenology, 
physiology, physiognomy, &c. &c. 

To imagine the plan complete, we might fancy to 
ourselves a little island for every individual on the 
globe; for every human being is, to a great extent, 
more or less, the creature of habit, taste, prejudice, and 
circumstance. For instance, some fancy one sort of 
person, aud some another. Some fancy large, some 
small, and some a medium stature.' Some fancy black, 
some gray, and some blue eyes. Some fancy black, 
some brown, some light, and some red hair. Indeed, 
nothing is more common than to find persons in the 
same, and in every community, with as many and di- 
versified tastes in all these and nameless other particu- 
lars, as there are features and complexions among the 
people. This we all believe to be a wise and benefi- 
cent arrangement in creation. 

But one thing is very happy for us all in a free coun- 
try, (which is a kipd of saving clause,) that none need 
ever to '* amalgamate" any of these diversity of tastes, 
except from their own voluntary choice. And we all, 
as freemen, would at once say, that almost any lawful 
voluntary choice would be likely to conduce more to 



238 LIBKRTT AND SLAVKRT 

our happiness than even the most *^ tnodified** state of 
involuntary slavery. To this, doubtless, every heart 
responds. 

But one fact alone ought to settle the question, 
whether coloured people originally, under like circum- 
stances, were not fully equal to uncoloured; and forever 
to put to silence those uncoloured people who are always 
vaunting themselves in their own conceits of intellectual 
superiority over coloured people. Authentic histoiy 
clearly traces the origin of this long outraged and op- 
pressed people back, and finds them to be the ascient 
Egyptians, who were then the most learned and accom- 
plished people on the globe. What historian does not 
know that Egypt and Ethiopia were the instructers of 
Greece and Rome? Our very " narrowly contraeted^^ 
prejudices, by which we are so prone to gauge their in- 
tellect, arising from our various associations with their 
long-degraded stale in slavery, and also that mental in* 
dolence and dormancy which are the necessary attend- 
ants of a state of abject slavery, are surely not only 
incorrect, but very unfair or disingenuous criterions by 
which to judge. There are no inducements in a state 
of slavery, even if the means were not tyrannically de- 
nied, to unfold, and to bring into requisition the vast 
powers of the immortal mind of beings "created but 
a little lower than the angels." This desire of invidious 
distinctions has its legitimate and full force among 
people of all colours ; all circumstances being equal. 

We are all too prone to measure the intellect and the 
wisdom of uncoloured as well as coloured people from 
their exalted or their obscure station in society. ■ Behold 
that poor man in community, for example, wUbse wif« 
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dom or intellect no one^ perhaps, ever thought of eulo- 
gizing. Let him, by ^* fortune's freak," be suddenly 
exalted to great wealth, and throw around him a splen- 
dour, and a diffusion of his bounty, that should far 
eclipse his neighbours, — all, at once, are lavish in his 
praise, and ready to bow down, and to do the same 
abject reverence, that but yesterday was passed by, 
either with contempt or entirely unnoticed. And also, 
when the great and the mighty ones of earth fall, we 
hear the expression by way of scorn and triumph, ^^ / 
thought it would be so //" These things, in large com- 
munities, where changes in men's circumstances are 
frequent, are matters of every -day occurrence, and 
therefore excite little attention or surprise. But they 
show poor ** debased, morally darkened, and weak" 
human nature ; and upon what principle we are all 
prone to judge of the wisdom of men. 

Men are naturally aristocrats, and love to court the 
favour of the strong and the powerful. I think the in- 
fluence of this important principle of action in human 
nature should be clearly understood, and I would be 
glad if I could, to bring it out fully to view. Who, that 
has mingled to much extent with the various, real, or 
fancied gradations in human society, could scarcely have 
failed to observe, that the same ^* accursed" spirit o£ 
casie^ arising from a desire of invidious distinction^ 
among our ^* fellow-worms^^^ " called free and white^" 
only in a less degree, (owing to a variety of modifying 
circumstances,) to that which so universally prevails 
against our enslaved and coloured fellow-countrymen? 
Who does not see this, to the shame of communities 
called Christian ? White domestici of superior mora]« 
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and sometimes too of intellectual worth, are often treated 
bj families with the same manner of marked inferioritj 
as blacks are treated. 

Says Mrs. Scornful, / will never have a maid-servant 
in MT house, who should dare presume to intimate to ms, 
that she even wished to eat with me at ht table, on any 
occasion — to dress as well as /do at any time, or to walk 
with ME, or sit with me in church. Still, the same Mrs. 
Scornful says, she will treat her ** maid-servants " weU, 
if they will keep in their *^ proper places.** There was no 
prejudice in this case in the mind of Mrs. Scornful 
against the dark coloured skin of her poor maid-servant, 
for it was much lighter than her own. Neither could 
there have been any just plea of inferiority on the score 
of moral or intellectual worth, for in both of these also, the 
girl was known to be much superior to Mrs. Scornful her- 
self. The ill effect of such a course of treatment of this 
highly important and valuable class of people, is at once 
made obvious, by contrasting the habits of the farming 
population of a country with that of its towns and cities. 
Among the latter, where domestics, regardless of coloar* 
are studiously kept at a great social distance from their 
employers, it is almost universally proverbial, that they 
are untrust worthy ; but, among the former, where hired 
domestics are generally treated as members of the family 
in which they reside, such a complaint is seldom heard 
of. *^ He that delicately bringeth vp his servant from a 
childy shall have him become his son ai the length.** — 
Prov. xxix. 21. But aye! murmurs the *<dark proud 
DEMON of CASTE," this is what I fear. 

Now, this state of things, even carried to the aristo- 
cratic and unwarrantable extent which this case presents 
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as bad and as wicked as it i«, and repugnant as it is« 
both to republicanism and to the spirit of pure and unde^ 
filed Christianity, bears no comparison whatever to 
«outhem slavery ; where the most tender ties are con- 
tinually severed, and the nearest and dearest friends and 
relatives on earth are constantly torn asunder, and sold 
under the ^ hammer of the auctioneer,^ as goods, wares, 
and merchandise. 

All who are ndt absolute slaves, con, and often do 
demand their wages when not well treated, and at once 
change their residences. But not so with the poor 
bound slave for life. He cannot demand hi$ wages, 
kia wife, or hds children, or change his residence ; for 
should he even intimate that' Ike desired to do so, he 
would probably, in most cases, receive a severe casti- 
gation for it. It is true, the residences of slaves are 
oflen changed, but upon a very difierent principle than 
Chat upon which the residences of freemen are changed, . 
which is to pursue their own happiness in their own 
way. 

A very btid master, by way of pumahment and ma- 
lignant revenge^ o(\en sells the poor creatures to much 
worse and more cruel ones. Now, while I would hold 
to, and strictly inculcate all fidelity of service to one to- 
other in every condition of life, I have alluded to this 
treatment of white domestics, which, when carried to 
this extent, I regard as wrong, anti-christian, and anti- 
republican ; but I have named these too prevalent prac- 
tices, not so itiuch, however, to reprove them in this 
place, which would be travelling somewhat out of m j 
latitude in such a work as this, as to prove by these 
hings that people who thmk they are prejudiced against 

21 
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a dark coloured sktUf as a colour merdy^ are altogether 
mistaken. The^ssociation, from their very infancy of 
such horrible ideas has deceived them. It is against 
^ondilion^ or degradation^ or poverty^ that the prejudice 
lieSy and not against the colour of the 8kin» only in the 
same sense, that it might be under othef circumstances, 
against the colour of the apparel. ^We merely regard 
the colour of the skin as a ^^ mark " with which we asso- 
ciate in the mind the idea of degradation — against 
which degradation we are pr^udiced^ or to which we 
are opposed. Who does not know, that when he be<> 
comes prejudiced for any cause, either in favour or 
against any body of people, that he is also very prone to 
^w every one belonging to that body through this 
medium 1 

Suppose, for instance, that two nations, one of blue 
coats, and the other of red coats, become highly incensed 
against each other, will not this singular prejudice mutu- 
ally attach itself accordingly 1 But who pretends to say 
it is against the particular colours of their coats, as colours 
merely ? This subject will yet be viewed in a far differ- 
ent light from that in which it is now seen, owing to our 
present haughty^ prejudiced^ or beclBuded vision. I 
have found that it seems to make very little difierence 
what particular marks we may in our caprice regard aa 
marks of degradation, whether it be the colour of the 
skin, the colour or the texture of the apparel, or the par- 
ticular style of equipage. 

It is quite enough for our purpose just to conjure up 
in our fanciful imaginations some particularmarks to be 
marles or signs of iuferiority or degradation, and all hap- 
pening to have such marks upon them, or about them, 
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we are very prone to decline equal associations withf 
lest perchance it might derogate from our fancied supe- 
rior dignity and importance in the world's estimation. 
We are naturally almost as ready to avoid such, as we 
would be persons with some infectious disease. We 
can however aibociate with them very freely as Jack, 
or Jim, or Joe ; or Peggy, or Betty, or Molly, as with pet 
domestic animals; but not as Mr., or Mrs., or- Miss. 
Now I regard all prefixed titles as altogether unimpart^ 
tinl in themsdvea ; but when we use them in some cases 
as a mark of intended respecU and omit them in others 
as a mark of diarespecl^ we see in it as far as it goes the 
very spirit of slaveholding, for the direct object of the 
practice is, to make others 'AmI inferior to ourselviif|ii 
When I came into this country, said an emigrant, I 
brought several hundred dollars in gold with me, and 
while it lasted, the Yankees very poUiekf called me Mr. 
^*-— hut now it is gone^ they caU me *^ old uncle Joe /" 
Indeed, who does not know that mere words of them- 
selves are altogether arbitrary, and that the very sound 
of some which Blight ravish our ears by their peculiarly 
happy and delightful associations to us^ might to other$^ 
being connected in their minds with an entirely different 
order and character of associations, be equally as abhor- 
rent and revolting; totally regardless of the term we se- 
lect, whether it be that of republican, patriot, or even 
Christian ? The good mother for instance, who display- 
ed so much ingenuity and tact in naming her dear chil- 
dren, that she could call over their names with fluency 
in the presence of company somein^t in the following 
manner, *^ You Martha Washington, come here this 
moment, and mind Andrew Jackson and William 
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ShakspearOy while Arthur Wellington helps Napoleoo 
Bonapartey &c. would perhaps nearlj as soon have 
huried one of them as to have named it Benediet Arnold^ 
CT Jack^ or Sambo ; jet what unprejudiced philosophical 
elocutionist can discover any more respectability* or 
hear any more music in the mere words' Andrew Jack- 
son, or Bonaparte* than in the words simply Arnold* 
Jack* or Sambo? 

This same principle in human nature satisfactorily 
accounts for the anomaly that some people ** ca'nt bear 
Sifree coloured person about them ;" but aAer he is tyran* 
nically reduced to a helpless menial slave under their 
feet* O then my boy (or slave) Tom* (a venerable 
nan* 60 years old) is a very fine clever fellow* and I 
would not part with him for a thousand dollars. He is 
the best coachman, or the best house or field servant I 
ever owned, and will then often fawn about them as they 
would any other '* domestic animaU^ Such deep* bland* 
and wicked hypocrisy is enough to sink a nation in 
ruin, and probably will sink this nation by the righteous 
judgements of Heaven* unless repented of and put away 
from us forever. The universal custom of slaveholders 
using the puerile term '* boy*" when addresaing their 
male slaves from the child to the venerable gray-headed 
man, is very easily seen through. It is a kind of inter- 
mediate term between man and slave. 

Slaveholders avoid the use of the term slave, because 
it is annoying to their own conscious guilt, that it is 
wrong for man to hold his fellow man as a slave. They 
also entrely avoid the use of the term man* as applicable 
to an article which they call their property* because it 
would be, as they well suppose* a dangerous admission 
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to the slave that he is indeed a man, and should enjoj 
all the equal and inalienable rights of man, of pursuing his 
own happiness in his own way, even like unto his assumed 
tyrannical and lordly master ; and that it would also offend 
those proud and haughty feelings of fancied supertoritj 
of the tyrant, which is engendered, fostered, and con- 
stantly kept up under this accursed system of usurpation 
and tyranny over our fellow man, in contradistinction to 
the servile degradation of the poor oppressed and down- 
trodden slave. The power and spirit of this same kind 
of ** tyranny of prejudice " was most strikingly exem- 
plified by an educated Turkish gentleman travelling 
through this country a short time since. He had travel- 
led much, and observed much of men and things. Still 
the views he entertained, both of the Turkish men and 
Turkish women, show at once to all unprejudiced per- 
sons on that subject, how strangely even the most culti- 
vated aud enlightened minds on some subjects, may still 
be governed in many things entirely by an ungrounded, 
false, capricious, and oflten very criminal and cruel pre- 
judice. He held that the Turkish men were altogether 
superior to any other men on the earth ; while his most 
deliberate opinion was, that the Turkish women were de- 
cidedly the most inferior^ by nature of their sex. 

Who cannot see, that both of these 'Opinions, though 
totally false and groundless, might still have been very 
naturally entertained by this Turk, from the fact, that he 
was taught to beheve and to feel, that the Turkish men 
were born to be lords over their female slaves ; and also 
from the fact, that the Turkish females had always been 
seen by him in a sunken, degraded state ; without in- 
telligence, and consequently, without influence. Did 
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this haughty Turk live among ««« would not both the 
men and the women of our country^ eodeavour to teach 
him an entire new lesson on this subject* even as we all 
should endeavour to correct the haughty views of slave- 
holders, and pro-slavitesy in regard to two and a half 
millions of our down-trodden and oppressed fellow- 
countrymen 1 Do we not, moreover, see this same bias, 
more or less perverting the judgements of all peopie, from 
various causes, throughout every department of human 
life 1 And does it not arise, and is it not disingenuously 
eherbhed, from that pride of life, and that love of invid- 
ious distinction, so prone to human nature, and to which 
men too oflen aspire, by altogether unwarrantable, cruel, 
mnd wicked means ? 

But, suppose the Africans actually to be an inferior 
race of people to ourselves* {which^ h4>wever^ remains yet 
to be proved^) would this give us a right to enslave 
them ? Far from it ! Surely the strong ought to bear 
with the weak ! Upon that principle, Myron HoUej, 
£sqr., has well remarked, that ^^ every nation on earth, 
but one, might be rightfully enslaved." Slaveholders 
and their children, omit no opportunity, from the nur- 
sery up, to rob the slave children of their inborn rights, 
to humble them, break them down, and make them feel 
that they must not own the most trivial thing* much less 
diemselves. This is slavery ; and, reader, how would 
you like it ? Does the kind and judicious parent, suf- 
fer his stronger children to enslave the weaker ? By 
no means, — but enjoins upon them all, to protect each 
other's equal and inalienable rights, as given to them, 
not by an ear/^y parent, but by the Grea/ Parent of all. 
Nay* more! a judicious parent will cheerfully grant his 
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aid, where most needed. We all know that this is a 
wholesome, just, and republican doctrine^ not only for 
the treatment of families, but for the whole world of 
mankind ; and we equally as well know, that the doo* 
trine- of absolute despots, or slaveholders, is, that of 
'* power and mighU over weakness and right ;" a doe- 
trine which, if, suffered to prevail universally, would 
quickly enslave the whole human race, to the mere arbi- 
trary will of some one earthly tyrant. Will freemen of 
our dear country, behold, in time, the bold and fearful 
strides of this doctrine, which slaveholding is making 
among us? This same principle of *^ expediency,'' in 
the sense in which it is practised, in relation to the slave^ 
which is supreme and unmixed selfishness, on the part 
of a slaveholding nation, has always, and, probably, (as 
long as the world shall remain as it is,) always will be 
practised in the world, upon the same principle, and ulti- 
mately to the same extent, (providing no reform, or rev- 
olution shall ever take place,) with all dominant political 
parties, without regard to colour or name ; for the ever- 
aspiring ambition, and the cupidity of man, know neither 
colour, bounds, nor circumstances. We see^ too, this 
unhallowed power, in all unions of church and state, 
where all must bow down, and pay it tribute, and do it 
reverence I It is, therefore, both a Roman and a Chris- 
tian virtue, to stand up against it, and by the power of 
truth, argument, and consistent action, in all proper 
ways, manfully resist all unwarrantable encroachments 
upon individual and equal rights, irrespective of party ^ 
creeds secty. colour^ or condition. And^ whoever will not 
do this, should he not be regarded with a jealous eye, a» 
fitting and paving the way, so far ar his positive or neg- 
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ative influence can do iU for himself and others to be en- 
slaved ? Has not this ever been known to be the result 
of unhallowed, individual, or party ambition for power, 
when not timely and suitably checked by counteracting 
influences ? These charges are equally applicable to all 
parties in p6wer ; of whatever name, in whatever age, 
or country. 

The doctrine of equal rights, and the doctrine of Cal- 
houn and his associates ; of the right of capitalists to 
own, and to buy, and sell all the labouring class, re- 
semble each other, just as light resembles darkness, or 
freedom, slavery. 



SECTION XVL 

'*1 AM OPPOSED TOTHBDISCPBSIOK OFSLAVERTtBBCAVfS 
IT 18 A RELIGIOUfl OR SECTARIAN MATTER." 

This objection has been sometimes ma<Je. It is truei 
that the subject ofslavery is one^ which at once involveH 
all the moral, as well as the civil rights of maOf and 
therefore, must be considered just as it is ; both a moral 
and a political subject. When I say ** political," how«' 
ever, let me not be misunderstood. The whole nation 
are under the highest possible moral obligation, to abol- 
ish their slavery, politically, just so fiir as they can do so 
constitutionally. I do not mean politically, on mere party 
grounds, but in the same sense, that the American revo- 
lution might have been considered a political movement, 
in behalf of all the rights of man. 

But whoever thought of opposing the cause of tha 
American revolution, because Washington, the venerated 
father of our country, considered it a sacred cause, and 
was often found in prayer, commending it to HIM who 
holds the destinies of individuals, and o£ nations, in his 
hands ? 

Had men acted thus in those trying times, where now 
would have been our liberties 1 The cause of emanci- 
pation, is emphatically the cause of human rights, in every 
possible sense ; for the enslaved are deprived not only of 
all the rights common to man, but the *^ great centre 
right " of all rights, the right to themselves. £ven that 
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last rigfht of mortals of humble supplication to God, or 
t^ his ^' brother man^^^ to take off his galling chains, 
soothe his wounds, and restore to him his stolen wife 
and children, is peremptorily denied him bj his master, 
and by this nation, and he is now doomed to endure his 
woes in solitude, in the great prison house of slaveiy, 
as was decided by the ^* slaveholders " vote in the ySme- 
rican Congress of 1837, that the poor slave had no right 
of petition for any relief in any possible case whatever. 
And, as if to doom the poor slave to eternal bondage, 
the servants of " the sovereign people" faaye just said, 
that the people shall not'petition for him. All this, in- 
deed, only goes to show how exceedingly low in degra- 
dation and ruin we have sunk this wretched people. 
They are trodden quite beneath the sympathies of the 
nation, unmanned and brutalized. ^^ Even the dog,'* 
said the Hon. John Quincy Adams, '^ can implore his 
master, but the slave must not." This was a time when 
an American ex-president, on the floor of Congress, 
literally wept over the great wrongs and oppressions of 
the nation. Who cannot see that '^ coming events cast 
their shadows before them?' I mean by. this, that the 
bond and the free, are most assuredly inseparably bound 
together in one destiny in this nation. Whether that 
destiny be slavery for all, or freedom for all, the future 
alone must disclose. Wherein consists the difference 
in this nation, this moment, between the men called 
slaves, and the men called free, in regard to that great 
first right of all people, of humbly entreating their 
"rulers," by way of prayer, or petition, to remove evils, 
or in the least degree to mitigate their grievances 1 
Why, the men called slaves, must not even write a 



ILI.U8TRATKD. 251 

prayer to their rulers for any relief from oppression 
whatever. The men called free, may write a pray#, 
carry it silently in their pocket, even within the walls of 
the CAPITOL, and are then most graciously permitted, in 
the amazing condescension of their rtUtrs^ respectfully 
to lay their prayer on a certain table which the '' gentle- 
men," whom the people permit to occupy that house, 
have provided, principally for the depository of useless 
papers, considered not worth their time to read. Now, 
to discriminate between the difference in this treatment 
to people called slaves, and that to people called free, I 
should think it would need some improved instrument 
of far greater magnifying powers than the one lately said 
to have been invented, and to have made such wonder- 
ful discoveries in the moon. As to the cause of eman- 
cipation being sectarian, it cannot be so ; for persons of 
all denominations, and many of no denomination, are 
most cordially and mutually engaged in it, as one com- 
mon cause, for all the friends and advocates of free- 
dom and philanthropy in the land. And if religious 
people feel disposed to make it more a subject of moral 
than of political rights, what objection can any one rea- 
sonably have ? It is, moreover, a sacred religious duty, 
whenever we do act politically to do so for the best good 
of mankind. We should most certainly think, that reli- 
gious people, especially those who are in favour of mis- 
sionary efforts, to convert the heathen to Christ, of all 
others, (to be at all consistent with themselves,) ought 
to be the greatest abolitionists in the world, when we 
know that many of the better informed and more shrewd 
heathen, are constantly retorting upon our missionaries, 
with this most painful and cutting rebuke to every Ame- 
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lican believer, in the beneYolent and divine character of 
mur blessed Saviour. ^ If we enlist under jour Christy" 
says the heathen, to American profeased Christian mis- 
sionaries, ** we are afraid he will make us all slaves." 

What American minister of Christ, Knowing what 
American slavery is, and will not testify loudly against it, 
must not stand justly convicted, of at least a negative 
influence, of greatly retarding the universal spread of the 
Gospel ? 

That great and noble philanthrophist, George Thom- 
son, Esq. of England, whose name, in all future time, 
will be justly enrolled among the most distinguished 
champions of human rights the worid affords, has said 
that he considered himself acting for the world at large ; 
and that he regarded American slavery as one of the 
greatest barriers on the earth to the universal diffusion 
of free principles and the gospel of Christ. And indeed, 
what impartial eye that takes in the globe, must not so 
regard it ? For while as a nation of politicians, we have 
long been loudly and ostentatiously boasting that we 
were the freest people on earth, two and a half millions 
of our innocent fellow-countrymen, or one sixth* part of 
our entire population, have been loaded down with 
chains, forged with our own hands ! ! And while as a 
nation of professed Christians, we have nominally been 
thanking our God that we were not as other nations ; 
that we were exalted unto Heaven with religious bles- 
sings ; that we were not bowing down to stocks and to 
stones, gods made with our own hands ; but that our 
religion was the true religion, was the purest and the 
most holy of all religions ; yes, while we have claimed 
in the view of Heaven and earth this most distinguished 
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pre-eminence, in the mean time we have virtually been 
inviting the nations to gaze, as they have done, upon th« 
hrocid and dark suspicunu mark upon our religion, until 
they are now ready to say to us^ — notwithstanding your 
long and loud professions, **what do ye more than 
others ?" '^ First take the beam from thine own eye, that 
ye may see the more clearly, to take the mote from thy 
brother's eye." 

In view of facts and of the opinions of lill the civilized 
world, respecting American slavery, which I have been 
able to gather, were I to attempt to name the particular 
ratio, which American influence, moral and political, if 
lessened in the world, in consequence of our being to so 
great an extent a 'slaveholding nation, I should put it at 
least 75 per cent. 

If we are shocked when we hear that an actual 
heathen and barbarous people abroad, sometimes kill 
and eat our missionaries sent to them, would not even 
such barbarians be still more shocked to hear that the 
people in the country whence these missionaries came» 
wheii their slaves try to break .their chains and obtain 
their liberty, sometimes consume them alive by a slow 
fire; and that they often actually make deliberate peciK 
niary calculations, that it is more profitable to work their 
slaves to death in '* seven years," (** when sugar, cotton» 
and rice, bear a good price, and they have heavy con- 
tracts to fulfill,") than to treat them any more lenient 
that they might endure a longer time ; and that many of 
the American bom men and women, to get beyoad the 
reach of this American republicanism and American 
Christianity, have put an end to their own exittenee ; and 
many others have adroitly secreted themselvet for yeari 
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in caves and dens in the day-time^ and worked mghtsior 
something to eat, for some who would thus befiiaid 
tfaenl. And is it much to be wondered at, if the foreign 
^ heathen," do indeed call us ^* Christian dogsl" Now* 
will not all who are looking forward, and desiring 
that the whole world should soon he governed by none 
but a happy Christian influence, greatly deplore the ex- 
istence of all such hindrances, and readily and moat 
cheerfully contribute whatever of moral influence they 
possess to remove them? 

While American slavery has ever been a most base 
and cruel libel upon the Christian religion, and, while its 
professed friends have practically been inducing the 
world to believe the libel true, and while we have been 
labouring and praying to convert the heathen to our re- 
ligion, we have virtucdly been challenging their scorn 
and contempt of it. And have we not great cause to 
fear that for all this, our hypocrisy, we shall yet be re- 
warded, not according to our words or our forma) pray- 
ers, but according to our works 1 Would it not be well 
for us as a. nation, timely to remember, that Grod is not 
mocked with impunity 1 Even some southern slave- 
holding politicians themselves, who make no preten- 
sions to religion, most powerfully rebuke professed 
Christians, who either assume the attitude of opposition, 
oc even neutrality on this subject of responsibilities so 
immense. Mr. Rives, in the senate of the United 
States, in his remarks on anti-slavery petitions to con* 
gvsss, admitted slavery to be a moral and a political 
evil* Mr. Calhoun, in his reply, told Mr. Rives, if he 
po regarded it, he was bound as a good man, to do 
every thing in his power to procure its abolishn&ent. So 
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think abolitioiiistfl. But Mr. Calhoun has made gredtet 
progress in the science of human freedom than Mr. 
Rives; for he says he has recently discovered* that 
slavery is the hest kind of freedom. But Mr. Calhouny 
mfter alU probably means only that it suits the interest 
and gratifies the tyrannical feelings of the ftw^ more to 
enslave the fiiaity. 

And again, there are those who discuss the subject of 
slavery, on the ground of civil rights onljw And surely* 
it would ill-become religious people to oppose this class 
of anti-slavery men, as all other 'rights are secured to 
us by our proper civil rights. There are champions of 
civil liberty merely, who are < deserving high praise. I 
heard one individual say, it certainly must be sectarian, 
because all presbyterians, as he said, were abolitionists. 
For the honour and the purity of that body,' in my heart 
I wish this were so. But so far from it, it is the laments 
able fact that the advocates and apologists for slavery, 
in the Greneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh 
in 1837, applied the keen but cruel excision knife indis- 
criminately, to all the northern '* rotten branches" of 
this '* strange vtne," that they supposed to bei in the 
least infected with the fanatical doctrine, that all men 
ought to enjoy the inalienable rights with which their 
benevolent Creator first blessed them, udder the very 
plausible pretext of new measures — heterodoxy of sen- 
timents, and of its being a sacred duty, as good presl^y- 
terians, to abrogate all plans of union, recognised by 
common consent, *' time immemorial." 

American slavery was the dark and moving cause 
that produced this exparte trial — this unconstitutional 
ecclesiastical Guillotine. And whether this body is long 
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to be governed by the slaveholding spirit of darknesff^ 
or the benign spirit of Christ, time and other 'GenerBl 
Assemblies will determine. 

I can call the act of the Assembly of 1837, by no 
softer name than the one here ascribed to it. Eyery 
such despotic act in church or io state, tends only to 
open the eyes of the people^ to the very nature and de- 
mands of despotism, upon whatever hypocritical or plau- 
sible pretense they may be predicated. Men, who are 
sometimes ashamed to avow their real motives of action, 
are adepts at assuming very plausible apparent ones. 
Disguise this act as it may be, it is slaveiy still ; and 
was nothing but the same southern and northern dark 
pco-slavery spirit which produced it^ that expelled the 
|ioor coloured roan and his fainily fit>m their church, for 
faring to purchase a pew in the House of God, in order 
1^ ci^apy it to hear the gospel preached. 

And is it not to be feared, that there may be some 
pvo* slavery men in the excinded ** r(4ien ifranches^*^ who 
will yet make an effort to re-unite, to perpetuate slav- 
ery in that body, and in our country ? But let us forbear 
to complain too much ; for if we take the side of the op- 
pressed, we must ** remember them who are in 6oncb, as 
bound with them^^^ and place our souls in their seuPs 
steady and eacpect io suffer with them^ and io be oppress^ 
ed also. 

One Rev. brother said, he did not believe in getting 
up these *^ irresponsible societies " for the discussion of 
slavery, or for any thing else. His meaning was, I sup- 
pose, that every society should be strictly amenable to 
•ome ECCLESIASTICAL body. 

Do not political parties^ on the sama ground^ often 
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oppose free discussion and societies, as if the people 
were accountable to them, also 1 Now while I would 
ever preserve a due regard for ** pure and undefiled re- 
ligion," and for a holy and consistent ministry, I still 
believe it to be our duty to our fellow- men, and to our 
country, as well as to the church, to say that this jeal- 
ousy of the nominal church of ^ irresponsible " socie- 
ties, (as some ecclesiastical bodies have been pleased 
to denominate them,) has been most in exercise a^ 
cording to her past history, while in her most worldly, 
ambitious, and corrupt state. 

Innocence and purity have generally been ^* unsus- 
pecting." Is it not to be feared, that there is more 
** unholy " than holy jealousy in all this 1 This good 
brother also said, he believed in preaching the gospel, 
to be a remedy for all moral evils. So do all behevers 
in the gospel. 

And if men, called miniaterM of this gospel, will not 
fully preach it, **but keep back part of the price" to 
please me»; men called laymen must do it, or wo is 
unto them. Slaveholders too, while whipping, robbing, 
and selling their fellow-men like cattle, profanely hold 
up the sacred volume, and impiously say, " here is my 
warrant for such conduct." 

What a pity that the gospel was not pr^lohed in this 
country long before temperance societies were thought 
of; when intemperance was sweeping its thousands of 
the world, of the nominal church, and even some pro* 
fessed ministers of this gospel, into an untimely grave 1 1 
What a pity too, that the gospel for more, than half a 
century before these '^ modern abolitionistB " were 
known as sucbr could not have been preached at the 
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south, while millions of wretched beings ha^e beeit 
groaning under their heavy chains of ^Christian love^ 
and pure benevolence" in midnight moral darkness* 
mnd physical degradation, lingering out a wretched ex- 
istence, and dying without hope, in a far-famed, nom- 
inally Christian land, and without even an offer of Christ 
and salvation. 

But we suppose in both of these cases, the gospel 
may have been liUraily preached, or as some people 
oppose slavery, in the ** abstraci,^^ hut by no means has 
it been preached as Nathan preached to David — - ^* Thou 
art the man." 

It has been preached in a way to suit the oppressor, 
but not the God of the oppressed. 

I always supposed that political parties and eccletitU' 
Heal bodies^ had their own peculiar reasons for opposing 
what they were pleased to denominate ^* irresponsiUe " 
societies. But the **dear people" will sometimes be 
refractory, and dare to act like rational freemen. And 
further, (for plainness, with kindness of speech, be- 
comes either professed Christians, or professed republi- 
cans,) just so far as my observation has extended on 
this point, those Ministers and Christians, who oppose 
^abolition societies, on the ground that it is the peculiar 
prerogative4»f the church, and the church only, to do 
away all moral evil 3 ; while this doetrine looks well in 
theory, and while I do not feel disposed to contest it 
here, (provided, however, that it be understood that it is 
certain, that every branch of the nominal church, be a 
living branch of the living vine,) still it is somewhat 
marvellous to behold, that these are the very same per- 
sons, who, while they freely admit slavery to be ^ a 
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great sin^ arid a great eviU^^ in the mean time are dis- 
obeying God, by not opening their mouths for the op- 
pressed and the dumb* either in the church, or out of it,, 
but are constantly opposing the true and consistent 
friends of the slave. 

I once had the pleasure of hearing a discourse from 
Mark xii. 17. *' Render unto Coesar the, things which 
are CsBsar^s, and unto God the things which are God's." 
However foreign the text, to any such purpose^ the ob- 
ject of the speaker was to prove the unlawfulness^ or 
impropriety of members of churches, being members of 
the *' voluntary " associations of the day, however good 
their motives, or their objects. He was understood to 
mean, those associations only„ which have for their 
object, the abolition of intemperance, the aboUtion of 
licentiousness, and the abolition of slavery, for I had 
always supposed that in this *^free country," all who 
become members of Christian churches even, do so voU 
untarily. 

And so long as we are blessed with the full enjoy-^ 
ment of our inalienable, civil, as well as religious, rights, 
of conscience, it must always temain so. The admis-. 
sion was fairly and honourably made by the speaker,, 
that as it regarded other **> voluntary " associations of 
the day, he had no particular objection to them, because 
he believed their objects were good^ and their tendency^. 
to promote the gospel. He named the Tract,. Sabbath 
School, and Bible Society. 

In what light, thought I, can this capricious partiality 
be regarded, but that of indirectly impugning the motives 
of all the members of the three excepted ** voluntary '^ 
associations, out of the many in the work) ? 
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When the Bible Society was named, it reminded me 
of the course which the different denominations- of Chris- 
tians respectively have deemed it proper to adopt at di^ 
ferent past periods to circulate the volume of divine in- 
spiration, which, if done in the spirit of the gospel, I do 
not consider to be at all inconsistent with the speaker's 
most admirable late Premium Work on '* Rklioious 
Dissensions ;" for any toleration short of this freedom 
would be an abridgement of the inalienable liberties of 
conscience, the FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 
of all free governments. I believe this is the doctrine 
and only this, which all true Americans have ever de- 
lighted to honour, and admitted to be in accordance with 
the primary principles and spirit of their free and repub- 
lican institutions. The various denominations of Chris- 
tians have a right to act in concert in the American Bible 
Society, and they have an equal right to act separately 
or as churches — in precisely the same sense, and in no 
other that I can possibly conceive, that the friends of the 
oppressed and of rational freedom have a right to act. 

In his making this, as I thought rather invidious dis- 
tinction among ** voluntaiy associations," as all the so- 
cieties in the world, not excepting nominal churches, as 
they are not compelled (as the poor slave is to his task) 
thus to associate, must of course be ^* vofiuttory;" a 
query arose in my mind, that if it be consistent for us to 
assume the high and sacred office of the arbiter of mo- 
tives and of conscience over one class of men, why not 
over all? and whether it be a justifiable partiality, at 
once to conclude, that because A may have assumed a 
better sounding name to our fastidious ear than Bf there- 
fore his motives must be purer, and the tendency of his 
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conduct more salutary ? Though the speaker appeared 
to be a man of an ** excellent spirit," and of fair talents* 
yet he seemed, I thought, in this matter, to be much be- 
wildered, and evidently betrayed fearful apprehensions, 
either that he could not reach his subject, or that his pre- 
mises afler all might prove t?<eacherou8. Indeed he 
more than once frankly admitted the attempt to be, both 
a ** difficult and a hazardous " one. On this point, 
could the truth have been known, I have little doubt 
most of the respectable audience symyathized with the 
speaker, and cordially agreed with him. I endeavoured 
to listen- to all the discourse, with candour, attention^ and 
impartiality, but was still entirely unable to rec9neile 
either the premises with the superstructure, or the in- 
congruities of various parts of the superstructure itself 
with one another; or, in other language, a number of his 
conclusions appeared to me to be altogether un- 
natural and forced deductions. In the first place the 
speaker professed a great desire for the entire accom- 
plishment of the great and glorious objects *^ which he 
verily believed these voluntary associations ^ honestly 
had in view, and would go as far ** in hia way '^ to bring 
about these great, and greatly desirable ends, as any 
other man. I presume before the close of his ^* hazard- 
ous undertaking " the audience was. willing to concede 
this, for his discourse was considerably interlarded with 
brilliant flights of eloquence of solemn asseverations t« 
this effect. He very freely admitted that these *' volun- 
tary " associations had already accomplished much good, 
and might still more ; in creating a correct public senti* 
ment in regard to the great evils they proposed to banish ^ 
from the land by the weight of enlightened public opinion. 
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But as the opposers of temperance sometiines used to 
saj, ^* it will do no good if you do prevail upcm drinking 
men to lay aside their cups, for they will only take to 
some other bad habits in the room of their drinking ; the 
speaker in the next sentence defeated all the good results 
he had so much encouraged us to hope was about to be 
effected in the world from these several ** voluntary " as* 
iociations, by asserting that on the whole« finally, he had 
never known any good accomplished -by *' voluntary 
associations." 

To use the speaker's own language, ** they had ^ 
merely effected a modification of the evils, but not a 
diminution ;" — that when these " voluntary ** associ- 
ations became ^ strong and popular,'' they degenerated 
into something as bad, or even worse than the evils they 
proposed to abolish. He then undertook to prove that 
the nominal church was the only engine of sufficient 
power to abolish, and completely exterminate all the 
evils of earth, and bring on the glorious millenial mom. 
But before he had done dealing with the church, I really 
felt as though he was more severe upon her if possible, 
than he was upon ^* voluntary " associations themselves ; 
for he repeatedly said, that great numbers were con- 
stantly flocking into the church, ** from fashion," or 
from the force of public opinion. He also quoted dif- 
fbrent periods of the church when she had become pop- 
ular, and kings and princes had become her patrons ; 
and hordes of unconverted Pagans rallied around her 
standard, and she at once became the great fountain 
of moral and political corruption in herself and to the 
whole world. Here I could not avoid feeling somewhat 
pained that the speaker, as I suppose, inadvertently 
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omitted to draw a line of demarkation between the 
nominal and the invisible church ; for an iinbeliever in the 
invisible church, I thought by this time might well begin 
to despair of salvation from any quarter* And here too* 
while I was made by the eloquence of the speaker to be* 
hold to the life, these immense hordes of unconverted 
barbarians, relying around the standard of the cross, 
and thus corrupting the church, and the whole world, I 
coulc| but inquire of myself how many hundred poor 
slaves, with their handcufls, clanking chains, and drivers, 
each unconverted barbarian, probably brought along 
with him to pollute the sacred altar ! ! And if none at 
all, how much more corrupt must the southern church 
be (which some pro-slavery branches at the north still 
** hug so closely '^) than was the Roman church. This 
to me at the time actually appeared to be a matter which 
almost admitted of mathematical demonstration. One 
broad admission of the speaker proved I think a good deal 
more, than he was fully aware of. He had been saying 
that he did himself belong to some of these ** voluntary" 
associations ; that he had given addresses, and laboured 
much to promote them ; and that on the whole they had 
accomplished a vast amount of good in the world, and 
his reason for going against them ** all at once V was, 
that they had now l>egun to throw the church itself into 
the back ground ; and there was danger therefore that 
soon church members would have to go up to some of 
** the great conventions " of these ** voluntary " asocia* 
tions to find out what to do. Now if all this proves any 
thing at all, what do€8 it prove ? Suppose an unprejii* 
diced and purely benevolent spirit were to descend from 
on high, knowing not the names of the various associa* 



264 LIBERTY AND SLAVERY 

tioDs of earth, either •* voluntary " or " involuntary," 
what spot, than where the most good was doings would 
the angelic messenger hover around with more com- 
placency and delight. Though a layman, I have com- 
pared ecclesiastical history with the ** law and the testi- 
mony " with some care, and have yet to learn, that the 
mere nominal church, has not in past periods, and may 
not again and again, become so corrupt that it will be 
scattered to the four winds with a blight from heaven, 
and elements of purity be preserved out of its nominal 
ruins. 

Has not this often been done, in spite of all the powers 
of earth and hell, to control the nominal church, by giv- 
ing the ark of the Lord an unhallowed touch ? Hence 
the solemn question comes up, in the nineteenth century 
of the christian era, *' Which has most cause for alarm? 
* voluntary ' associations, or a * voluntary' nominal slave- 
holding church, * with all her handcuffs, chains, lashes, 
task-masters, soul drivers, soul sellers, soul buyers, and 
nameless other things of abomination, which are this 
moment going up to Heaven, that a righteous God would 
speedily avenge himself of such a people as ihid?'" 
Nay, more ; I have yet to know, that the nominal Ameri- 
can church, with all her much abused and desecrated 
ordinances, may not, with great self-complacency, be 
thanking God, that she is not as these vile " voluntary " 
associations are ; and that the poor publican, from the 
God of love, and the God of the oppressed, may not still 
receive the blessing, and go away justified, 'rather than 
the '^ Pharisee ;" and that the poor Samaritan, whoever 
and wherever he n\ay be, rather than the <* Priest and 
the Levite," that past by on the other side, may not, by 
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one who kooweth the heart*, be aeen to he neighbour to 
the wounded md the duinby who hwx foUtn smeng 
ikiwt^ Aiidv at the same time, it certainly inuat be, 
that eveiy true lover of Zion greatly desires that she 
may speedily arise, — put far away all her grievous abo- 
miqations, — having on her beautiful garments of praise 
and salvation, -*— her light being come, and the glory of 
the Lord arisen i^^on her, ** aa a lamp that burneth, and 
her righteousness going forth as brightness, when she 
would be as a city set on a hill, whose light cannot be 
hid-" 

Here it involuntarily occurred to me what the speaker 
said in an anti-slavery convention a few days previous, 
whiW he was opposing the passage of a certein resolu- 
tion, implicating professed ministers of the gospel for 
*' keeping back part of the price," or withholding a part 
of the counsel of God, for not giving the cause of the 
oppressed a suitable place in their ministrations at the 
sacred altajr. The speaker stated, on that occasion, 
that. God knew that he felt that what had been said in thai 
convention, of the deplorable condition of the poor slave, 
was evoa more than true ; and superadded, ** that the 
whole system (slavery) was abominable, from the fouii* 
dation to the top-stone." That he had himsetf witnessed 
in the streets of southern cities, scenes which ought l» 
excite the deepest sympathy' in every heart. **I hav» 
literally seen," said the speaker, ** a cross erected before 
the Court-House in Yicksburgh, so constructed as to 
fasten one slave on each side of it, to receive the inffie- 
tions of the bloody lash." 

He also added, ** that he had seen in tho street* 
of New-Orleans, females, with shovelf in their hands,' 
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cleaning the streets, with iron collars about their necks.'' 
But still the speaker opposes abolitiol#ts, principally 
because they have published to the world forty volumes 
(as he says) of the like, and still more horriblfrfacts ! ! ! 

Now, while the speaker opposes abolition societies 
on the ground, principally, as he says, that the nominal 
church is the only authorized body to publish such dread- 
ful oppressions to the world, a query arose in my mind, 
whether the speaker himself had probably already pub- 
lished, wi^ deep sympathy of soul, from the sacred desk, 
to his church, as many such distressing facts, in relation 
to the oppressions of his own suffering countrymen, as 
the abolitionists have done ; and, also, whether he had 
called upon his people, in good earnest, at once ta'Mrise, 
as one man, and clear their skirts, by testifying loudly 
(as against all sins) against this sin of sins, and abo- 
mination of abominations, in our land. ^ 

If, while he professes to know much of the evils of 
slavery, and to regard slavery as the great sin and curse 
of our country, — and has been finding much fault with 
the proceedings of abolitionists, — he has not faithfully 
discharged this high and solemn duty to God and to 
man ; but has actually, all the time, been practically in 
the company of the priest and the Levite, barely look- 
ing on and passing by on the other side : I will not 
arraign the speaker before 'any human tribunal, but leave 
him with HIM who asked concerning a wounded man, 
lefl half dead at a certain time, ^ Which now of these 
three thinkest thou was neighbour unto him that fell 
among the thieves?" I never could have taken up my 
humble pen in defence of this cause, had I not regarded 
it as emphatically the cause of God and man ; and that 
whoever exalteth himself against God shall surely come 
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tojiought : fully believing that the chariot wheels of sal- 
vation will roU:4{rer every seeming obstruction, and still 
roll on, until he whose right it is to rule shall indeed 
reign kin|p^f nations, as he now reigns king of saints. 

While the speaker was opposing these *^ voluntary" 
associations, on the ground that they effected a mere 
*' modification " of the evils, and not a *^ diminution,'* 
he also said^ ** if the * anti-slavery folks' would just 
christen their ' voluntary association ' by the name * Po- 
litical,' he would then join the * Abolition ' So^ety." I 
was sorry to hear this, for it was at once an admission 
that he would consent to employ himself about the mere 
" modification " of evils, instead of their ** diminution ;" 
and'^at he, being clothed with the ** sacred office," 
should prefer political action, or *^ mere public opinion," 
to moral influence, to accomplish what he had ju&t ad- 
mitted to be a great benevolent and philanthropic object* 

While the speaker most unqualifiedly declared, again 
and again, his deep abhorrence, and utter detestation of 
slavery in all its forms and abominations, and his great 
desire to have all done to do it away that could be done, 
he nevertheless objected most strenueusly to the anti- 
slavery ^ voluntary " association, on the ground th&t the 
anti-slavery folks, he said, had taken the liberty to 
pubUsh ^* forty volutMs" of anti-slavery literature. He 
thought all that was necessary on the subject, might 
have been put into two or three well written volumes. 

The idea, too, that anti-slavery conventions should 
presume to send out their opinions to the world in the 
form of resolutions, appeared to him horrible ! Indeed, 
the speaker seemed to feel as though such things should:^ 
hardly be tolerated in a free country, not seeming to 
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consider that our good fathers fled from a land of op» 
pression to this more favoured clime of civil and rel%i- 
ous toleration ; and that all ecclesiasticai bodies in this 
country ever since* (his own» of course, included,) have 
published* not two or three ^* well written volumes" ^nly^ 
to promulgate their favourite doctrines^ but jiist as many, 
either well written or ill written ones» as they pleased ; 
and also, that they have sent forth to the world, ** time 
immemorial," resolutions almost unnumbered. 

It is veiy true« that among so great a multitude (^re- 
8olulion«» which eccleaiastical bodies, together with all 
other ^ voliuHary '^ associations of men, either moral, 
|Mll(tkaU iiiMlia«iic«U or scientific, in the healthful exer- 
tjm «f ikMiT kM^pipy cottstilutional freedom, have been 
Ip Wltf^ i l l« |>ifc bfe li to the world, some of them may 
liiax^ «9«ilMRM^ ^kMrtiiiMSt like the good physician's ^ nos- 
VMMNMfc^'^ ««<0rfdfimsi\r« to take* b«t sure to cure." 

'1tWM« «•» however, a very happy and redeeming 
^> I lWW Hbr us all, in regard to the exercise of this, our so 
llitghly prized constitutional freedom, which is, that we 
are no more constitutionally compelled to receive and to 
digest all the resolutions in the world, by Uie wholesale, 
unless the prescriptions are all appropriate to our case, 
tiian we are, whether sick or in health, eagerly to devour 
all the medicine, of which the apothecaries in the whole 
kmd, may give the public notice, will cure all jdiseases. 
The part of wisdom, for us all in this matter, I conceive, 
10 simply die part of honesty. And, as in the latter case, 
so in the former. First, to be rigid with, ourselves, and 
find out what our moral malady (if any we have) may 
bs, and then say, as did the sick man of courage, *' Doc- 
tor, if this will cure me, I will take it if it kills me I'' 



ILLUSTRATED. 269 

The good speaker did not seem to realize that these 
same ''voluntary associations," whose constitutional 
and inalienable rights he would proscribe, are made up 
of that same people, who, with a spirit of mutual kind- 
ness and forbearance, have always been granting to him- 
self, and to all others, all those constitutional, civil, reli- 
gious, and ecclesiastical rights, which it has ever been 
his and their high and blessed privilege to enjoy, without 
molestation. And now, will not all these same eccle- 
siastical bodies, whose constitutional and inalienable 
rights have been so long sacredly protected by God and 
by man, **in our happy land of freedom," none molest- 
ing, or making afraid, (except, of late, now and then, a 
pro-slavery mob,) cheerfully manifest, at all times, in 
return, the same constitutional, ingenuous, and catholic 
spirit, of universal toleration to others, as that with 
which they have themselves, been so long and so high- 
ly favoured ? If not, with what name, but ^^ intolerance 
or ingratitude itself, ought they to be branded T It is 
certainly true, that were the church and the ministry 
what they should be, like a lighted city set on an hill, 
or, like a great moral army, with banners^ wielding the 
whole truth, (not a part,) in love; hut witli power 
against every sin, being blessed of Heaven, there would 
soon be no more handcuffs and chains for the innocent, 
no more intemperance, no more licentiousness, but the 
world would speedily be evangelized to Christ, and love to 
God supreme, and to man universal, would reign over 
the earth, add all captives would return to Mount Zion, 
with crowns, and with songs of everlasting rejoicing/ 
But if the visible Zion, with dumb or slumbering watch- 
men upon her wallsi, rebellious to Heaven^ will stand as 
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a mighty bulwark against liberty for the captive, and 
the salvation of a world, what shall the friends of ZioD» 
and of her King do; but to enter into '^ voluntary " associ- 
aticms, and to weep in secret places, on account of her 
desolation and her slain. Hitherto^ (^^ with ascriptions 
of due praise, be it spoken,") all measures, however ap- 
parently powerful in themselves^ against the friends of 
the dumb, not permitted to speak for themselves, have 
been mercifully overruled, and made only to hasten on 
the joyous day of their peaceful deliverance. What be- 
liever in divine truth, but must regard this as a blessed 
indication of the favour of Heaven 1 The trv^e church 
of Christ has more than once been preserved^^by*^^ volun- 
tary " associations taking refuge in the caves and the 
dens of the earth, (cast down, but not forsaken) and that 
too, sometimes, from a '^ voluntary " ecclesiastical asso- 
ciation claiming to be the only true <;hurch on earth. 
Unhallowed ecclesiastical intolerance and proscription, 
always strikes at the very foundation, not only of all civil, 
but of all religious liberty in the world. This proscrip- 
tive course, which some ecclesiastical bodies are pursu- 
ing, towards what they are pleased, in their sovereign 
pleasure to denominate *^ voluntary" associations, in 
our highly favoured country of constitutional freedom, 
and equal rights, is no ** new thing under the sun." It 
is but a dark relic of Popery, issuing her Bulls and her 
fulminations, saying to her enslaved subjects, ^thua far 
shalt thou go, and no farther." . 

Now, allowii]^ the motives of this speaker to ha jione 
other than pure, and kind, (which I would ootxall in 
^pestion,) in his thus opposing the publications of worka 
containing opinions not exactly eonnporting with hia 
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own peculiar views, still, the present enlightened part 
of mankind will stamp the principh itself, as far as it 
goes, as BO less intolerant than that which is seen in 
the following account^ which the protestant world shud- 
ders at, and shrinks frcMfn^ with a kind of instinctive 
horror I ! Similar accounts are ofVen published in the 
books and the journals of the day, as they should be» 
as a perpetual memorial to man, of the dreadful effects 

of a SPIRIT OF INTOLERANCE. 

Saya the Legate of Pope Adrian Y I. to the Directory^ 
of Nuremburgh, ^^ The Popb and Emperor ought to be 
implicitly obeyed ; the heretics' books burned; nod 
the printers^ and hIUvm ef them duly ptmished. There 
is no otherway to suppress and extinguish the pernio 
cioua sect of PROTESTAffTS.''^ 

Says the decree of the Lateral Council, 1516, *^^that 
no book shall be printed without the bishop's license ; 
that those who transgressed this decree shall forfeit the 
whole impression, which shall be publicly bitnied ; pay 
a fine of 100 ducats, be suspended from his business 
for one year^ and be excommunicated ; that is, given 
over to the devil, soul and body, in Grod's name and the 
saints' I !'* 

The celebrated council of Trent, whose decrees are 
in full force to the present hour, having never been^ 
annulled or altered^ decides as follows: ** Being de-^ 
sirous of setting bounds to the printers, who, with un«^ 
limited boldness, eupposing ihemtelvM at liberty to do 
as they pleast^ print editions of the Holy Bible with 
notes and expressions taken indifferently from any writer 
without the permission of their£CCL£SiASTIGAL 
SUP£AIORS» &c. Neither shall ai^ one hereafter 
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sell such books, or even retain them in dieir possessiooy 
unless thej have been first examined and approved by 
the ordinary, under penalty of anathema, and the pecu^ 
niary fine adjudged by the last council of Lateran." 

As late as the year 1832, Pope Gregory XYI., in his 
circular letter, says, '^ To this tends that most vt/e,;de- 
testable, and never to be suffidenihf execrated liberty 
of Booksellers^ viz, of publishing writings of whatever 
kind they please^ a liberty which some persons DARE, 
with such a violence of language, to d€mand and pro- 
mote a Clement XIII., our predecessor^ of happy me- 
mory, in his circular on the suppression of noxious 
[Protestant] books, pronounces, *We must contend 
with energy, such as the sudoject requires, and with all 
our might, to exterminate the deadly mischief of so many 
books^ for the matters of error will never be effectually 
removed, unless the guilty elements of depravity be 
consumed in thefireJ* The Apostolic See has, through 
all ages, ever striven to condemn suspected and noxious 
[Protestant] books» and to wrest them forcibly out of 
men's hands. It is most clear how rash, false,, and 
injurious ta our Apostolic See, and fruitful of enormoHS 
evils to the Christian [papal] public is the doctrine of 
those who not only reject censwrship of books as too 
severe and burdensome,, but even proceed to such 
lengths of wickedness as to assert that it is contraiy to 
the principle of equal justice, and DARE to deny to the 
^church the right of enacting and employing it." 

The late Pope Pius YII., in his reply to the inquiries 
of the Polish bishops as to the course to be pursued by 
ihem in reference to the Protestant BiUe Societies, 
sf^ : ** We have been truly shocked at this an% de- 
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vice, bj which the t>ery fowfudaliom cf religion are tm- 
dermined. For it is evident that the H0I7 Scripturee, 
when circulated in the vulgar tongue^ have, through the 
temerity of men, produced more harm than benefit. 
Continue, therefore, diligently to warn the people en* 
trusted to your care, that they fall not into the snares 
which are prepared for their everlasting ruin ;" or^ in 
other words, that they receive not the Bible offered 
them by these societies. 

** Comment," says a valuable journal, " is unneces- 
sary. A word to the wise is sufficient for them. These 
Popes carried their intolerance almost as far, though in 
a much more open and manly way, than some slave- 
holding popes and their abettors, in the 19th century of 
the Chriistian era in Christian America; standing be- 
hind the scene, and issuing their anathemas and bulls, 
by way of senatorial, congressional, and ecclesiasticaf 
resolutions, instigating the populace to rifle mails and 
burn their contents, basely to mob and disperse lawful 
and peaceable assemblies of American citizens ; and to 
destroy printing-presses and massacre their owners — 
burn $40,0*00^ buildings, erected for the accommoda- 
tion of tlie people for freedoip of discussion.'' 

Now, if our inalienable rights of freedom of speech 
and liberty of the press are to be tyrannically wrested 
from us, it matters little whether the despotism that does 
it, be called a slaveholding, a political, or an ecclesiaaOcal 
despotism, or all three combined ; or whether the agents 
who execute the Sirill of the despots be called officers or 
mobocrats. It would, in such an event, be quite suffi- 

* The Pennsylvania Hall, burnt by an anti-free discupsion 
MOB in the ni«ht of the 18th of May, 1938. 
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cieDt for us to know that these rights were gone, past 
hope of recovery ; and that we were slacea^ with our 
handcuffs, our chains, and our task-masters for our 
comforters. Let the despotic doctrines of Calhoun and 
Patton, which have been so fearfully responded to, at 
the nofth, politically and ecclesiastically, in letter and 
in spirit, once be carried out, and these same men, with 
their northern abettors, would at once, in like manner, 
arrogantly assume the right to muzzle the press, and to 
suppress, by tyrannical laws, the publication and circu- 
lation of all journals of intelligence, and all books whieh 
should dare expose their ambitious purposes and 
DESIGNS. Should the people simultaneously arise, and 
call upon the press, it could^ if it woti/d, speedily, forevjer 
put a quietus upon all mobs in the land, with no heavier 
BALLS than type, and with no more painted BAYoNfiTs, 
than truth. There is something *^ rotten in Den^ 
mark^^ that the people must probci or no longer dreaok 
of freedom. 

Let us all beware, lest our zeal for the presenratioik 
of the nominal church merely, does not swiftly lead ua 
into this kind of popish intolerance and proscription. 
It is true, mere " hollow-hearted sect or party" may 
for a brief season seem to prosper and triumph by such 
a spirit, which is from beneath, and not from above ^ 
but vital piety and true religion never can live and 
flourish under the iron rod of oppression ; for where 
** the Spirit of the Lord is, there must be liberty." 
The precedent would be an imminently dangerous one, 
for any ecclesiastical body whatever to set up such a 
standard of intolerance ; for who knows what ecclesias- 
tical body will obtain the ascendency of the public mind 
first, when it might claim to be the firiy true .churchy 
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IOm) from this oppressive and unsafe principle of intole- 
rance, the liberties, both civil and religious, of all others 
would, of course, at once be subverted ? 

But who must not see, that if, indeed, this mode of 
reasoning prove any thing to the speaker's fovourite pur- 
pose, it proves altogether too much for his purpose ; for 
he all along freely admitted, that what had been claimed 
as the only true church, had not Only been liable, like 
** voluntary " associations, in all her stages, to become 
greatly corrupted ; so much so, that instead of being the 
light of the world, and the source of all purity, she had 
often been the fountain of all pollution, her light dark- 
ness, and the blind the guide of the blind, being totally 
perverted, by the pride, the unhallowed ambition, and 
the cupidity of depraved man, from her original high and 
holy design, of breaking every yoke of sin, that every 
captive might go free ; and to assuage, remedy, or sanc- 
tify the woes of fiillen humanity. 

I should certainly suppose that it would become mem* 
bers of the nominal church of Christ, with a knowledge 
of themselves, and a histoty of the world before theroi 
in blazing characters, instead of manifesting so much 
alarm about ^ voluntary associations," to look well to it, 
to see whether they are Ihemielvts in the faith ; whether 
they are members truly of the invisible church, whose 
head is ever on high. And if, indeed, they may per* 
chance, not be living branches of the Hving vine, thcf 
exhortation, that while they think they stand, to take heed 
lest they fall, should not be deemed by them altogether 
amiss. • 

My idea is, (and if wrong, I am desn<0U8 to he ^t»r- 
rected,) that all •^ associatioBS," whether voluntaiy or 
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ioToluntary, if of mon onl/y will come to the groiuad, but 
if of Godf will stand forever ; and that, ooD8equent)y« the 
the spiritual church of Christ is just as safe, since some 
of her members have eaten and drunk wkh ^pubUcans 
and ainnera^* as she was before, and that, if voluntary 
associations, instead of publishing forty volumes only, of 
*' anti-dlavery Uieralure^" should publish forly thousand 
volumes^ and as many resolutions a3 the world could 
contain, she would still be safe, and as unmoved as the 
** rock of ages," upon which she is founded. And is it 
not the unspeakable consolation of every true- believer, 
that neither ** voluntary," nor ** involuntary " associa- 
tions, principalities nor powers, nay, even the gates of 
hell, can ever prevail against Zion, for that die King of 
Zion hath spoken it ; and blessed be his nane S Why, 
all these " guilty fears," that betray so great a want of 
faith in his word ? For, has he not told us to rejoice in 
the Lord always ? And again, does he not say rejoice? 
Lift up your heads ye bowred down, for the Lord Qod 
Omnipotent reigneth, and he will favour Zioa. Th^ 
church, whose representative head is in the Heavens, 
will ultimately triumph in purity, splendouf, and glory ; 
still, the danger I apprehend of eccle^astical bodies 
adopting this intolerant and prescriptive doctrine, lie9 
deep in the present depravity of the human heart. 
However foreign to the motives or the wishes pf the 
benevolent mind of the speaker, I yet moat respectfully 
conceive, that the direct legitimate tendency of this fear- 
ful doctrine is, (unless mercifully overruled,) to work 
the entire destruction of all the good that the ordinances 
of the church were designed to accomplish* In reccing 
Ihe history of the luminal churchy who hfui not seen 
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more than once a practical and most painful demonstra- 
tion of this ? And who does not know, that even now, 
there is more than one ecclesiastica] body in the world 
claiming to be the only, if not the infdlHbh churth, re- 
garding all others, daring to dissent, not as churcheisr, biit 
rather in the light in which our speaker does certain so- 
cieties, as *' unauthorized " (not to say rebelliou8) asso- 
ciations. Even the speaker himself, and his respecta- 
ble denomination, (to whose claim has generally bee<i 
accorded, the reputation of friends of freedom and equal 
rights,) by no means escapes this reprimand from the 
high and arrogant assumption of some ecclesiastical 
bodies. Indeed, we have but to glance at past periods, 
when some branch of the nominal church becoming 
powerful and corrupt, and ruled the world by ecclesias- 
tical domination, or spiritual despotism ; and also at the 
present time, in those countries where some branch of 
the nominal church had attained the ascendency over 
all others, by m^ans of this same intolerant and prescrip- 
tive doctrine, and united her power ^ith the state, at 
Once to give us the most forcible and alarming illustra- 
tion of the practical result of the same anti-tepublican, 
monarchial doctrine. 

Now I am one who believes that the framers of the 
American constitution were wise and good men, and 
that the spirit of universal toleration which they so clearly 
and so nobly manifested, they had thoroughly learned in 
the great and dear school of experience. For this cmi- 
stitution, (bur last hope of liberty) every American citi- 
zen who lovea and hopes still to enjoy civil and religious 
freedom, should forever manifest hi& most conscientious 
reverence, by ingenuously extending to all bis fellow- 
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citizeosy that same catliolic spirit which dictated it« 
which is the very life aod soul of that memorable chart 
of original human rights. In adverting to our speaker 
once more, I certainly. cannot say less» than that I trust 
I duly appreciate his nootives, his taientStaod his virtues ; 
but in his truly ** difficult and hazardous** undertaking, 
I could but sympathize, and really felt that in his treat- 
ment of his subject, he manifested more ** Philosophy 
or Benevolence" than philosophy of ^gtc.* His very 
slight attempt to make some little distinction in what he was 
pleased to style ** voluntary associationst" (which must 
include of course, all the moral and benevolent, as well 
as all the political associations of the day^) appeared to 
me to be altogether a failure ; aod by his ecclesiastical 
anathema, in reality he swept -them all *^ by the board " 
" at one fell swoop," and leA some one ecclesiastical 
body, claiming to be the only true church on earth, 
whether her purity be corruption^ or her light darkness ; 
sole mistress of the world. 

I ask Christian freemen, and all the friends of con- 
stitutional, civil, and religious toleration, whether they 
are prepared to witness such a tragedy upon human 
liberty, played over again upon the stage of life* Has 
not some ecclesiastical power in the world, long eniMigh, 
in this way, despotically experimented upon the liberties 
of mankind, under the dangerous pretext of luivancing 
their sanctification and holiness t We might as well 
think of sanctifying the soul of a poor slave by the 
bloody lash of the cruel task master* or to iostil a spirit 
of pure religion into the minds of men, by the horrors of 

♦ The speaker is the author of an interesting and valuable work 
entitled ** Philosophy of BtNBVoLiNCB.*' 
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Ike inquiakion. Let it again foe imid, that where the 
spirit of the Lord is^' there must be liberty, ** pure and 
sanctified a» the mountain air.'* What progress I 
woud ask, has all the bulU,, imatkemiu^ andftdminaHont 
9ent out i0 the world by ecclesiasHcal power^ to terrify 
mankind^ ever made, in ameliorating ihe fallen and stA 
condition of humanity! I speak only of a spirit as op- 
posite to the spirit of Christ, as light is to darkness ; fdr 
the^spirit of Him whose soul was all benevolence, so far 
as it has been manifested, hoi ever blessed the worldi 
It has visited the sick, the widow, and the fatherless ; fed 
the hungry ; clothed the naked ; administered to those 
in prison ; broken all yokes and rods of oppressors ; uo^ 
done the heavy burdens, and opened the spiritual as well 
as the slaveholder's prisons and let the captives go free* 
But I speak of a power in the nineteenth century of the 
Christian era, arrayed and ensconsed in darkness, be- 
hind the American church, directly or indirectly, either 
forging and fastening chains upon two and a half millions 
of our poor, borne down, and enslaved fellow-country- 
men, or in some way smiting the kind hand that would 
fain file off these sore and gtdling chains, and pour wine 
and oil into the grievous and aching wbunds they have 
made. 

" On the side of the oppressor there was power j biH 
they had no comforter! Of this mighty phalanx which 
have vainly fled for refuge from the pending judgements 
of offended Heaven, behind the desecrated altar, some 
by silence are^consenting to the death, others divMing 
the raiment, others attempting to at<«e for their sins by 
selling the body to give the money to the needy, or to 
convert foreign heathen.'' But will not the " foreign 
heathen," before they enlist for lifb, ask some good as- 
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•urance that they too, shall not be sold in turn under die 
kamoier of such a slavery, pro-slayery ; or apologist 
slavery church, to convert •AmetHcan heaihem? What 
would you do, reader, were you a ^ foreign heathen," 
and knew the ^* thirty pieces of silver ^^ which -sent your 
missionary to you, to be the price of the blood of mil- 
lions of souls 1 Would you be likely to enlist for life, 
asking no questions V for conscience'^ sake X 

The doctrine so speciously held forth, (not by our 
speaker only, but by an ecclesiastical phalanx^ whose 
influence, I am pained to say, the soul-seller, -and the 
soutdestroyer gladly claims,) that all *^ voluntary ^ as- 
sociations to promote any. good objects, out of the pale 
of the nominal church, are necessarily unlawful and im- 
proper, (though very plausible on a superficial view,) is 
still, but a dark relic of the ^^dark ages of priestcraft." 
It will forever promote unhaUcwedambitionfand oppress 
piety itself 

It is true, we know, that all salvation must come out 
of Zion. But I have y6t to. learn, that there is more 
than one eye in the wide universe, that beholds, with 
certainty, in what hearts the walls of the spiritual Zion 
are laid. Still we know that her walls, and her gates are 
salvation, and are ever before the King of Zion^and her 
name engraven upon his hands. 

But we know too, that all ecclesiastical history, in 
connexion with the sacred pages, abundantly informs 
us, that at certain periods, what has been claimed to 
be the nominal, or the visible church, has4>een the great 
fountain of moral pollution in itself, and corruption to 
the whole world. 

And if every church now on earth, was either a slave- 
holding, or a pro-slavery church ; I 'Ceuld not for onet 
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possibly hesitate a naoment, to beltoTef that this would 
be, most emphatically, one of those drea^ul periodif 
all our prayers, professions, aod missionary zeal, ap- 
parently, to the contrary notwithstanding. They would 
all be but smoke, coming up before the God of the op* 
pressed, and the God of holiness, who cannot be mock- 
ed with impunity. 

Eut, even then, the spiritual church would aiiW ex- 
ist, and would ultimately prove a renovating, re« 
deeming, and purifying spiiit, *^ so as by fire." Yety 
I verily believe, that did the whole world know what 
slavery is, and saw no church in the world, but a 
slaveholding one, or an apologist church for slavery,, 
they would far sooner believe in a revelation yet to 
come, than they would believe there was any church 04 
earth, unless indeed, it was instituted by a being of 
malewolenct^ instead of a being of benevolence^ and such 
a church too, would be shunned by all persons in their 
senses, with their eyes open, regardless of condition or 
colour, as they wcHild shun the vamptre, the crockodile, 
the crater, or the whirlpool of death ! ! 

It does appear to me, that there can be no doubt, but 
that the toleralbn of slavery in the American cfaurche8« 
has contributed more, &r more, by all its legitimate^ 
demoralizing, and corrupting influences, to the [Hev»- 
lence of American skepticism in all divine truth, with % 
its consequent train of untold evils, seen and unseen, 
than all other causes combined. 

Slavery beingiBuslained by the nommai church, wj^ 
pears to have been the great source of moral degenera- 
cy in this country, which has been spreading itself for 

24* 
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nearly a century, like a gangrene, and comipting:not the 
church only, but the whole body politic. 

And who should wonder at this 1 What mortal eye 
can see to what alarming extent the skiTehpkiing spirit, 
with its numerous progeny of etnl spiriUf has already 
corrupted the American church ? 

Not to name her long accustomed practice of sajdng 
to the rich man, with the costly appare), and the " gold 
ring," come up hither ; and to the poor man, in plain 
apparel, sit thou here under my footstool^ — to say 
nothing of her bowing down to gods , of silver and of 
gold, instead of the God of Heaven and of holiness : 
she has long been guilty of still higher, and broader, 
and more Heaven-daring abominations; even that of 
designedly withholding the word of life from her own 
members, and then selling them under the hammer- of 
the auctioneer, from all the divinely, and most endear- 
ingly instituted relations of life, into retumless bondage, 
and that too, sometimes, under the hypocriticaH and 
Heaven*insuUing sanctitj, to raise money to convert the 
" poor heathen.'* 

I will not here pretend to say, how far in the eye of 
purity, all these, with nameless other evili; faU short of 
the corruptions, and consequent dreadful practices of 
the Roman hierarchy its^df. 

V If the present nominal churches in America do not 
speedily repent, and put away from them such Heaven- 
offending abominations, who can tell that God in his 
righteous providence, will not say to hfo own chosen 
ones, whoever they may be, whether Publicans or Sa- 
maritans, come out from among them, and be yti sepa- 
rate ? 
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Buty BhjB ofne» no man should dare speculate in this 
manner upon ^* sacred things," unless he be clothed 
with clericcd authority ^ and sacerdotal robes. From this 
high ecclesiastical assumption, however, I must for one 
forever dis^ent, as a doctrine tending directly to eccle- 
siastical despotism, just as much to be deprecated as 
any other absolute power on earth, wrongfully exercised 
by man over his fellow. 

All admit that the spiritual Zion of God can only be 
discerned by its Great Head on high. -Hence, it clearly 
follows, that the assumption of any political or ecclesi- 
astical body whatever, to claim the absolute dictator- , 
ship over any man, so far as to deprive him of his in- 
alienable and constitutional rights of conscience, would 
be altogether unwarrantable, intolerant, and imminently 
dangerous ; as striking at the very foundation, not only 
of all cm/, but of all religious liberty. 

Ministers or laymen, professing great abhorrence to 
slavery in the ^^ abstrcict," and gredX friendship to ^^-an^ 
ii'slavery " '* in general^^^ and at the same time, claim- 
ing and exercising an ecclesiastical jurisdiction to disci- 
pline members of their churches, for speaking or pray- 
ing on the subject of slavery, agreeable to the dictates 
of their own consciences, is not only a glaring anomia- 
ly, but a most wicked and starlUng ^ stride of popish 
despotism^ against which, so far as my humble protesl 
may go, I hope it will ever most cordially be entered^ 
for the interests of pure religion, for the cause of holjr 
freedom, for tibe highest and best good of my felk>w« 
men, and mj^ beloved country. 

A church might just as well assume the- prerogative, 
to dictate to its members, what political parfy they shall 
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belong to, and what candidate for office they shall vote 
for. All this is only (he principle legitimately carried 
out And, indeed, it would not stop here, hut by this 
same aggressive principle, upon inalienable .rights, it 
would assume to tax your property, to any eztMit witb- 
in the sovereign pUaaure of an eeelenoBiieal body. 

All this arrogant assumption over the civil and relfr* 
gious liberties of others ; nay, much more, is the dread- 
ful result of the first invasion of the sacred castle, con- 
taining the Heaven-descended legacy, **the inalienable 
rights of man.^ This castle once profanely entered, 
the spoiler rudely plunders whatever he can lay his 4efl- 
potic hand upon. It should be guarded, as we guard 
the seat of life ; and under no pretext, however plausible, 
whether moral, political, or religious,, should it be suffer- 
ed to be invaded. If this doctrine, of the infallibility of 
the Church, or the Popx, should ever again obtain, the 
Church, of course, would resume all that prerogative 
over her members, and ultimately over the world, which 
the Pope of Rome himself claimed, and which he so 
long exercised, with so cruel and despotic sway. The 
doctrine of the infallibility of the POPE, and the infalli- 
bility of the Church, is most clearly, one and die same 
thing. 

And all history, experience, and common sense, 
unite to show us, that it ends in the sacrilegious wor- 
ship of (he Ckurck^ instead of the worship of the Uvi»g 
and the true God ; and not in (he destruction of all true 
piety only, but in the entire subversion of all em2, as 
well as all religious liberty. 

If the glorious millennial morn is ever to break upon 
an enraptured world, it will doubtless be preceded by 
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the dawnings of purer, freer, and more equal govern- 
ments among men, than the earth has «ver'yet behehl, 
when the clanking of no chains upon guiltless men, 
women, and children, shall be heard, nor the sound of 
the voice, and the hammer of the auctioneer, in selling 
to the highest bidder, forever, his fellow and his broth- 
er, ** from wife, from children^ and from friends un- 
seen," and from the desecrated communion table of his 
Saviour. 

It will also, doubtless, be a time when no man will 
be mobbed, or assassinated for speaking his sentiments 
freely. And its entire consummation, so devoutly to h% 
wished, would be, love to God supreme, and io num 
UNIVERSAL ; as the ruling motive of all, regardless of 
condition or colour.. 

Hear the voice of an American foreign missionary 
on this subject, in an extract from his late letter to his 
friends in this, his native country. 

** I write because it is a privilege for me, (as I think 
it should be for every Christian,) to take an open and 
decided stand in favour of those who are labouring to 
crush slavery. Especially is this a privilege at a time 
when morbid prudence, or time-serving policy is setting 
afloat the sentiment that it is a subject with which th« 
missionary should not intermeddle. I must confess, 
that if the immediate aboUtion of slavery is a subject in 
which Christians, of every name, circumstance, or oc- 
cupation, whether public or private, individual or cor- 
porate, may not, and should not take an open, undis- 
guised, and active part ; then there is no subject in all 
Uie wide field of benevolent actioUf in which they should 
do so. 
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" Of all the abominations that have cursed the earth, 
where is there one more flagrant, than thatof enslHTing 
and crushing to dust our fellow-men ? Of all the sins, 
which Christians are called upon to oppose at the pre- 
sent day, where is there a more heinous one than the 
one your society are labouring to destroy ? The mere 
fact, that insisting upon the immediate abolition of slav- 
ery, and that describing in Bible language, the odious- 
ness of traffic in human flesh, will disoblige a class of 
interested persons, however great, isno proof that either 
sound prudence, or the religion of Christ, requires one 
to forbear." 

I consider, even the best of Christians, but men' sub- 
ject to like passions, interests, and prejudices, of other 
men ; and by consequence, exposed to like tempta- 
tidns. 

And while I would fain hope, that the' spnit of the 
gospel of peace, and the love of holy and rational 
liberty, consisting of equal justice, and equal rights, to 
all men, should ever triumph in our beloved country, 
and prevail over all considerations of an unhallowed, 
selfish, and debasing character, still, of this w6 can have 
DO positive assurance, until the coming of that blessed 
and glorious day, when ** Holiness to the Lord! shall hs 
written on every thing beneath the sun," 

But who pretends that ecclesiastical bodies are not 
now, in a great degree, like other bodies, composed of 
" erring mortals,*' by no means entirely free, either from 
intentional or unintentional wrongs, or from unhallowed 
ambition ? And as a professed believer in the Chri)dtian 
religion, and in its ultimate redeeming and purifying 
spirit and principles, and as an American citizen, and a 
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bumble individual, I am still prepared to give it as my 
most deliberate opiniou, that if the liberties of our be- 
loved country are destined ever to be subverted, to say 
the least, the tempiationa to the great national eccle- 
siastical bodies to participate, directly or indirectly, in 
the consummation of a catastrophe so direful, would . 
be fuUy equal to that of political bodies. And I think 
there might be strong reasons adduced in proof, that 
they may be in some instances even greater. To men* 
tion. no other one at present, the strong and almost in- 
dissoluble ties among the great national ecclesiastical 
bodies, with all their variously connected and equally 
extensive and ** voluntary benevolent associations," have ' 
already drawn out fearful symptoms in portions of these 
bodies at the north, not only of a passive^ but of an 
active disposition to bring all to succumb to the arrogant 
dictation of southern ecclesiastical assumption, (which 
so completely chimes in with all the outrages which our 
wounded and bleeding constitution and laws have suf- 
fered by *^ demagogues in the Hauacy" and. by '* fhobo- 
crats out of doors^) even at the doMidful sacrifice of the 
most important, inalienable, and constitutional rights of 
a large portion of fioW^em, but American citizens* I 
mean the sacred and the unmolested liberty of speech 
and the press. 

Life has also recently been wantonly sacrificed ; the 
life, too, of a valuable and an independent American 
freeman,, by the tacit consent (with a few noble excep- 
tions) of the ecclesiastical bodies in our country* . The 
innocent blood of Lovejoy .is now reeking upon this 
guilty nation, of which these powerful and highly re- 
sponsible ecclesiastical bodies, to God, to their coua- 
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trj, to posterity, and to the world, form an iiii[>ortant 
constituent part. I said that an innocient and an unof- 
fending American citizen was unlawfully put to death, 
with the virtual consent of a large portion of the nomi- 
nal American Christian Church. For, to have been 
true to the constitution, true to their country, to their 
religion, and to their God, all the ecclesiastical bodies 
in the whole land, regardless of sect o^ location, at the 
sad announcement of the horrid massacre of one of 
their own dear countrymen by a ruthless mob, while 
in the latdful defence of his most undoubted rights, as 
by an electric shock, should have rallied around their 
respective standards; and a loud voice should have 
broken out fVom among them, that would at once awoke 
this slumbering nation into life, to call without delay, 
for the righteous demands of an insulted country, by the 
high-handed violation of the sanotity, and of the ma- 
jesty of her laws. 

Christians, patriots, and philanthropists, who care- 
fully observe the signs of the times, at such ominous 
SILENCE, at an went bo awfvl^ may well tremble^ with 
dark and fearful forebodings!! Whether the vast temp- 
tations to all the great national, ecclesiastical bodies, 
with all their associations which have been dliided to, 
shall form an *' American Holt Alliance," or shall 
ultimately be more patriotically and more religiously 
withstood by them^ than shall be all the political temp- 
tations to political bodies^ remains to be seen. And 
whether neither ecclesiastical nor political bodies shall 
heroically and patriotically withstand the temptations to 
grasp unhallowed power, to enslave the country, but 
shall actually unite in effecting the entire subversion of 
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all our liberties^ the people, of course, will look well to, 
if they meaa long to remain free. Who can iail to see 
that the national church and the state, are virtually 
uniting dn the side of slavery for a^, instead of liberty 
for aU? 

But if, indeed, we are already in a state of gradual 
(or rather rapid) preparation for servitude and vassalage, 
we shall be unsuspecting, unwatchful, and lax in our 
energies and our efforts. We shall amuse ourselves 
with the S3nren song ; peace, and safety ; ^* a little more 
sUep^ a little more slumber ^ and a little more folding the 
arms to sUepy And \Spast recovery ^ we shall unconr 
sciously become more and more insensible to our true 
condition; until our doom be sealed forever, and w% 
can servilely hug our chains, and humbly kiss the rod 
that smites us. 

Let neither the most fastidious, nor even the most 
pious, feel for a moment that the consideration of temp* 
tations, to evils so vast, are too sacred to be thrown be^ 
fore the American public and the world. Far otherwise! ! 
Such feelings would arise from contracted and danger* 
ous bigotry, and not from enlightened, pure, undefiled, 
and saving religion, which would fain exhibit the truth^ 
and leave it with the Grod of truth, imploring his blesmg 
upon it. Surely dangers so great, to all our civil, and 
all our religious liberties ; to property, person, — and to 
life itself,— -are just as much proper subjects of holy 
conversation, and the most fervent prayer, for the inost 
sincere and devout Christians in- the land, as even the 
salvation of a world ; for, when civil and religious liber- 
ties become subverted, all such religious toleration of 
the inalienable rights of conscience, which the letter end 

25 
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the spirit of our once idolized conslitiition so sacredly 
guaranties to every American citizen, would come to an 
end ; and our conversationt our devotionstand our pray* 
ersv must then no longer be dictated b j Him who heaieth 
prayer, but by man. We should not then, as now, be 
blessed with the high and Hea Yen-bom privilege of wor- 
shipping our Maker ^ urukr omr o«m ettit mad fig^irte^ 
tvWe ihire art none to mok$tu^ or tomakens ajraid.^* 
From, a careful, but painful, consideration of the whole^ 
dreadful subject of American slavery, in all its fearfiil 
aalional consequences, morally and politically^ l have 
at length arrived at the most deliberate, and, probablyv 
irreversible conclusion, that the chains which now bind 
down to the earth two and a half millions of my dear 
fhUow-men and fellow-countrymen, by whatever plaust- 
hU and sacred, but desecrated names now caMed, whether 
political, ecclesiastical, or even religious, should at once 
and forever be christened by their real nameSf ^ higk^ 
handed tyranny ^^^ and ^ Heaven^daring vnekedness ;** 
^b» opinions about denunciatory language, of some of 
our highly esteemed fellow-citizens, (who seem not yet, 
ftom some cause, to have laid our great national op- 
pressions much to heart ;) to the eontrarynotmtkstand^ 
ing* I€ is therefore, my settled, and, I trust, unalterable 
purpose, as I hope, out of regard to the best interests of 
My fellow-men and of my country, while life remains, 
peacefiilly and lawfully to use the sharp file of naked 
U«th upon these cruel chains^ until they fidl from the 
Hmbs of my so long, and so much abused, and^ debased 
brother \ and he shall lift up his bowed head, and stand 
erect ; in all that original and inalienable independence, 
dignity, majesty, and grandeur, in which his Maker 
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f formed ' hkih m his own divine image ; and, until our 
beloved ceuotry, too, shall thereby stand Ibrth redeem^ 
ed before high Heav*en, and the nations of the eartb. 

Btft let i» make a more fmrticvilar reference to the 
various plausible attitudes of opposition to M objects, 
to which, for cmy cause whatever, we feel opposewl; 
which we are all of us so very prone to assume ; and to 
which we openly, or more covertly, manifest our disHk»k 

In a certain stage of the temperance cause, for exi- 
ample, there were a great many professed friends la 
temperance, in the ** oh9lmcU^* but who were much op* 
posed to societies and to temperance, in ** detail ;" bitk 
whenever they had occasion to ^ open their mouths " on 
the subject ef temperance, it was done in a way, eithet 
directly or indirectly, to injure and to wound the eausaf 
in *' particiAarf^ which they iso much professed to loTe 
in *♦ ge.ner<UJ*^ 

I have to abknowledge I do not understand such kind 
o^^^ubstr^t^ &r ger^ral friendship ; and I should think 
it would be tike self-righteousness, and that the less afiy 
good cause had of it the better. 

There are but two causes, in most instances, which 
keep persons (who might otherwise be admitted,) out of 
societies organized fer the promotion of a given object. 
One is, either secret, or open hostility from interest or 
otherwise, to their principles ; and the other is, from 
lack of nerve, or constitutional, or moral stamina, fear of 
their popularity, in breasting popular prejudices. There 
are, sometimes, persons who would be willing to be 
known as members of certain societies in one latitude, 
but not before the whole world. This class will be apt 
to keep back " part of die price." 
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As the phrenologist would say, ** they may possibly be 
in the organ of coMcietUioumieMs, benmoUnee^ or defieieni 
combcUivenesSf or perchaoce not overstocked with any one 
of these ingredienii." Some people are determined to 
be popular at all hazards ; but it requires but little dm- 
comment to see, that such individualsv from the very 
nature of the case> must most emphatically be persons 
c^ no fixed principles of action ; unless, indeed, it may 
be considered a principle of action, to be *^ all things to 
all men, for our own sakes.'^ 

They are the mere useless floating particles of crea- 
tion. Having themselves no ideas or principles^ they 
seldom or never venture an opinion about men or things^ 
'^ pro or con," unless as mere echoes to public or party 
sentiment. ^on-committaUam is their watch word and 
tfaeir natural element. Society, of necessity, must ever 
be indebted to other sources, for its pillars and strength, 
as much more, as the superstructure of an edifice is in- 
debted for its support to its very foundation, than to the 
vane upon its top, that merely tells the mariner when to 
spread his canvas. The doctrine of ^* erpedtency," and 
^* non-commitlaliam^^* are twin brothers. They are a 
kind of one eyed monster, and that one eye appears to be 
vwerted ; and forever directed wholly upon self 
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*'I AM OPPOSED TO THB DISCUSSION OF SLAYSRY , BK* 
CAUSE PEACE IS SO VBR¥ DESIftABLB.'' 

Is it not plain that this lover of peace has by some means 
reversed in his mind the good Scripture doctrine which is 
^* first pure^ then |>eacea6/e*" I once heard a very peace- 
able and kind-hearted man, as I supposed he was, make 
this objection to die discussion of slavery. It instantly 
reminded me, however, 9f a toast which a veteran of the^ 
revolution, now living among us, ofltea used to give ia 
my hearing when a boy. On being asked why he never 
gave any other toast; he replied, because the soldiers, 
for some time before the close of the war, though nearly 
exhausted by its hard fatigues, and death staring them in 
the face from every quarter, gave none but this ; and he 
regarded it, he said, as comprehending all others worth 
giving. It was this short but very significant one^ 
'^ Peace on good terma,^^ And as the sentiment is 
equally applicable, morally or politically, I shall leave 
this objection here for all to make thejr own application*^ 
Who does not know that there is the peace of death, 
and also the peace of God, that passeth understanding 1 
A peace man should contend earnestly for emancipation 
in the same sense, and in the same spirit in which 
Christians are commanded to contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints. It. certainly was a 
justly celebrated sentiment also of President Jackson, 

25* 
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in adjusting national differences, *' ask for nothing but 
what is right, and submit to nothing wrong." This in 
a properly qualified sense, is both Christian and repub- 
lican doctrine. 

Were we under the deep and dreadful curse of slavery 
in a nation where the awful stillness of the ^ peace of 
deiUh " reigned around us, on account of our condition, 
think you we should not, in the depth of our souls, be 
ready to pronounce a wo upon such a people? And 
what could be our anticipations of a Heayen in which to 
apend an eternity with such beings as our relentless and 
merciless oppressors ? 

And did we suppose there were no God but their Grod, 
could we possibly desire always to be confined in liis 
presence ? Would it indeed be hardly in the power of 
mind to conceive of a place where we should not in pre« 
ference desire to dwell forever I 






SECTION xviir. 



** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OV SLAVBRT, BZ* 
CAUSE IT IS, OR WILL BECOME A POLITICAL SUBJECT.^ 



This same plea was once urged against the temperance 
cause. Who cannot see the origin of this unfounded 
charge? And who does not know that to a drunken 
man all things stagger, to the jaundiced eye, all thing* 
are yellow, and that to the exchinvely political man ait 
things are political f The charge itself is unfounded ; 
but if true, what then ? Would not the same great prin^ 
ciples of human rights still be involved in the subject of 
slavery, whether moral, political, or both? It is indeed 
lamentably true, that comparatively a few slaveholders, 
without any distinct party organization, , have held the 
balance of power, and ruled the country with the task- 
master's rod of correction. It is therefore hard to telf 
what men would mean by such an objection. They 
seem to speak as though freemen had no right to think, 
to speak, or to act politically as well as moralty in a fi^e 
country. The objection amounts to just nothing at all 
in my estimation. If the great principles of the Ameri- 
can constitution are destined to triumph m this larid, 
slavery certainly will be abolished, and univereaY rational 
freedom will prevail, whether public opinion shall be drt^ 
ated by means of societies or otherwise ; nevertheless 
I think perhaps it may be best to examine this objection 
a ]ittle> and see what can be made of it. ^Does it mean 
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that we have one or two ** lawfully established political 
parties in the country, and no man must dare presume 
to think, speak, or act politically or morally in any man- 
ner that might seem to be against them, or to disapprove 
their course or their principles in any case whatever? 
If this be. its meaning, wo be to the man who takes thia 
stand in a land of freedom until the divine bights of 

KINGS SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOREVER, AS IRREVO- 
CABLY AS THE LAWS OF THE MeDES AND PERSIANS. . 

Now the friends of this cause deny that the subject 
in itself is political on mere party groupdsi or that they 
desire to make it so, but claim that the prevalence of 
the great and self evident moral princifes it involves 
would, from a wholesome public sentiment, soon peace- 
fully and effectually accomplish the greatly desired > ob- 
ject of universal emancipation and rational constitutional 
freedom throughout the land. And what they complain 
of is, not that any of their fellow-citizens exercise their 
constitutional right to oppose these principles which they 
deem so vitally essential to the freedom of the slave, 
theif own and their children's freedom, and that of our 
common country, but that they do not oppose them in a 
constitutiopal manner, as becomes the honour and the 
dignity of freemen. But as it were, are sinking trenchea 
and throwing up breastworks in midnight darkness 
against the approach of a friend and not of an enemy. 
They only ask their fellow-citizens to come out into the 
open field, and bravely meet them with the noble Chris- 
tian and republican armour of truth and argument. It is 
true that ail questions of great and increasing import- 
ance are always liable to be seized upon by mere, wily 
party politiciang to be turned to their own and to their 
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party's account under pretence of ^Moving the people 
most dearlj." 

But as to the anti-slavery cause, thus far^ eagle eyed 
and ** expedient " politicians of all parties, with what 
John Randolph would call '^ dough faces," have laboured 
most assiduously to put it far from them for the important 
reason that it was unpopular, and not because it was not 
right in itself. But public opinion will roll on, if liberty 
in our beloved land is destined to triumph, and leave 
this class of men in their own reveries, *^ to behold and 
wonder^ and pem^." It is however very hopeful that 
many who have heretofore pursued this course hay« 
paused, and .are at least '^ considering on their way." 

It is certainly painfully amusing to see the *^ expe- 
dient " manoeuvering of mere party tacticians in politics, 
on all subjects which they deem in any way likely to 
afiect their political interests. While a subject of any 
kind, however humane or patriotic in itself, is decidedly 
unpopular, they will most unqualifiedly repudiate it ; and 
each party exerts its utmost influence, and often by base 
means to charge it over to the credit, or rather, as they 
intend to the disgrace of its opponents. 

Let the same thing become popular to-day, forgetting 
what it was doing but yesterday, each party at once 
claims to be its most fearless advocate and its principal' 
instigator. These are grave matters of every day 
occurrence among men whose very trade is party poll* 
tics. Philanthropists must not wait for prominent politi* 
cal men (as such only) of any party before they will 
move on in this great and noble cause of human rights, 
or in any other cause of humanity and benevolence $ for 
in so doing they would he acting^ like t^Hjnan loitering 
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on the bank of a river with an exhanstless feuntaio, wait- 
ing for the water to run by, that he might pass over dry 
•hod. The anti-slavery cause in its moral bearing, from 
its sacredness, has little to hope from mere sordid party 
politicians of any name ; for these are the very men for 
the most obvious of selfish reasons, who have thus far 
been holding it up with its friends to the most cruel con- 
tempt and derision. I speak now of such partisans only, 
of any name, whether Van Buren, Whig, or Loco Foco, 
if their motto should be, ^ we mmH aiop at nothing i/o 
mccompUtk our ends." Politicians of this stamp, I care not 
what the name, if they obtain the ascendwicy of ^ pub- 
lic mind, will most certainly demoralize and ultimately 
ruin any country, just so sure as virtue «t cowfervaitve, 
andvicA deatniciive. Any people to be sale must have 
the intelligence to «ee, and the virtue to ttdhtre to the 
constitutional principles of their compact; but forever re- 
serving their safe, wholesome, inalienable rights ; of 
freely discussing, and of suggesting the propriety of 
changes or alterations from time to time, according to 
circumstances, a< the^i may conctive such changes or 
alterations to be for the greatest good of aU concerned. 
Short of this kind of rational freedom it is seen at once, 
that there must be an end to all improvement in civilised 
life. 

But whenever leading politicians are found wanting, 
either in this necessary intelligence or virtue, to accom- 
plish some favourite scheme of their own, they of\ea 
deem it *' expedient '^ to advance doctrines unconstitu- 
tional, disorganizing, and dangerous. And in soch 
cases in ail countries, and in all ages, unthinking men, 
in a reckless, and ruthless spirit of mobocmcy« have 
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acted only aa their blind echoes and allies. It is most 
devoutly to' be hoped that the people would keep tha 
anti-slavery cause or the cause of freedom, which is (heir 
own cause, out of the control of any such men. This 
will be the only rational hope for the oppressed and for 
the country. If is more and more being seen and felt 
every day, that the cause of coloured emancipation in 
our land is indeed most emphatically the cause of free- 
dom itself for all. If this principle be not sufficiently 
seen and felt in time, all hope of our remaining a free 
people much longer will be over forever. And if an 
absolute government should ever be established on the 
ruins of the present, it would unquestionably be of ihm 
most despotic character. Let us not dare become so 
intoxicated with oiu* present freedom as for a moment io 
dream that even all this ia quite beyond the poaaibUiiy of 
human events ! ! If the anti-slavery cause in our coun« 
try is destined to succeed, the truth must and will be 
felt, that it is in every sense for us all, the cause of free-t. 
dom against oppression and tyranny. And it should be 
remembered also, that **■ on the side of the oppressor 
there is power.^' And while the friends of truth and 
freedom do not rely on physical or numerical power, 
they must and ought to rely largely on the power of 
truth and the genuine principles of rational liberty, whh 
the blessing of Heaven. My opinion would be to the 
friends of freedom and the oppressed, studiously to avoid 
identifying this cause with any poUtical party whatever, 
while they still individually nobly tniUwld dieir sufiraget 
or cast them clearly on the side of rational liberty. The 
slavery interest in our country is so tremendous that no 
prominent and leading politician of any party (whatever 
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his private sentiments may be,) will dare openly to array 
himself against it^ until he think he shall be sustained 
by the people. Such men of course feel little sense of 
moral obligation, but all with them is party and ^* ex- 
pediency." 

You talk of mord obligation to such men, and you 
seem to them as Lot did to the Sodomites, as one thai 
** mocks," and they cry, fanatic I fanatic ! or in other 
words, thou fool ! ! 

Though the all-reforming power is found to lie with 
the body of the people, nevertheless, public men, and 
leading politicians, never appear to better advantage, 
as men, thfin when they plant their feet (like the vener- 
able Ex-President, John Quincy Adams,) on some 
great reforming 4>rincip]e, and there, regardless of pop* 
ular favour, or popular indignation, determine to abide 
the issue. 

Public men are by no means acting worthy of the 
confidence of the people, when they act only on the 
** time serving " principle. They should ever act as 
one of the people, and one vfith the people, having in- 
terests in common with them. The public are entitled 
to every freeman's opinions, and public men should give 
theirs on all subjects of public interest, as disinterest- 
edly, as honestly, and as unreservedly as private citi- 
zens. 

Let no professed patriot, for a moment, feel that he has 
done his part towards sustaining, and perpetuating the 
liberties of his country, by barely informing himseif of 
the existence of impending dangers* He should also 
embrace every proper opportunity, to impart this infor- 
mation to all his countrymen, at the hazard* even of 
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property*, of reputation, and of life itself, if necessaiy. 
The noble Lovejoy, with thousands of others in tibe 
world, who have fallen in freedom's ciuise, felt so. 
With regard to Lovejoy, when all the lumber of preju- 
dice, which the magic power of slavery has been man* 
ufacturing for ages, shall be rolled from the public mind 
by the strong lever of truth, his character will then be 
thus seen, like the sun breaking out from a gloom of 
clouds, and shining forth in his own native brilliancy and 
splendour. 

Hence, we see, that no one in a high sense, can be 
truly a valuable citizen of a free government, unless he 
adopt efficient means, so far as shall be within his pow- 
er, both to acquire, and to impart correct information 
in all things that pertain to the good of his country, and 
his fellow-men, regardless of his own sordid, private 
interests. 

Do we not see, that men in all ages, whose souls 
have been most enlarged, like that of Washington or 
Lafayette, with this disinterested love of country, or of 
liberty and mankind, are the distinguished patriots and 
philanthropists, whose names, and whose virtues, are 
embalmed and immortalized in the memory of man ? 

Such names shall live ; while the names of those 
who hold to, and act upon the principle, that ^^ slavery 
is the best basis offreedomy^* shall moulder in forgetful- 
ness. 

We know, that that most specious doctrine of ** ex* 
pediency^*^ so much harped upon by '* demagogues,^ 
(the opponents of *' fanaticks,'') and which has already, 
so greatly corrupted, and endangered the stability, and 
perhaps the very existence of all our institutioiiif both 

26 
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of church and of state, in our presumptuous and ** Heav** 
en-daring" nation, is as widely different from this, as 
are the poles apart ; for the one seeks 8tlf^ and the oth- 
er its COUNTRY. 

Yet, the corrupt and degenerate use of the term '* ex- 
pedient," has come to mean, unqualifiedly, that which 
is best, for my most noble and beloved self, and for my 
beloved *' party," — totally regardless of abstract jus- 
tice or right. It thus aims a most deadly blow, at the 
very root of all truth, and would fill the world with ^* cold 
and heartless selfishness, and /tef." 

Whatever mtly be said by Americans, about ^^pettu 
coal governments''^ who can but favourably regard the pre- 
sent Queen of England, for the excellent sentiment, 
recently expressed by her, when one of her Courtiers 
proposed a measure to her " majesty," as a very *^ ex- 
pedient " one. — " Talk not of 'expedients,' " was her 
noble reply, '* but tell me, is it right ?" 

We should also, to be consistent patriots, exercise 
our sacred right of suffrage, with strict, and conscien- 
cious reference to principle, and not to men. I do not 
mean that principle which will lead us to best serve our 
favourite party, but the cause of truth, our favourite 
COUNTRY, AND POSTERITY. For instancc, I have one 
vote, which is as sacred and as dear to me, as though I 
had five hundred votes, based on property in human 
fiesh. 

All others, of course, will do as they pleased, but so 
far as regards myself, I am perfectly willing the world 
should know, (call it ** abolitionism," or what they may,) 
that I will give my one vote to no man living, to be my 
servant, ruler, or law-maker, unless I previously know 
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it to be his sentiments, that all public servants of the 
people should ever feel themselves under the highest 
possible obligation, forever to stand by, and -protect the 
free and constitutional right of speech, freedom of dis- 
cussion, and liberty of the press, independent of all par- 
ty considerations whatever; wad also to stand up firmly 
and immovably, under all circumstai)^es, for the sacred 
constitutional rights of respectful petition from the peo- 
ple, to whom they owe their promotion, and whose ser- 
vants they are, and not only for the respectful reception 
of all such petitions from the people, by their servants 
or representatives, but for a candid examination of their 
claims ; and who would not insult the people, by reck- 
lessly trampling their petitions under their feet, or con- 
temptuously throwing them on, or under the table. 

Should I not at least require these prominent quali- 
fications to be indispensable in any man claiming my 
suffrage, I should consider myself acting as an enemy 
and a traitor to my country and posterity. 

I have made these plain remarks in this place, as 
being somewhat relevant to the subject, to show what 
I thought were the bounds in exercising the right of 
suffrage, beyond which, acting with a proper regard to 
himself and his country, no man can pass with impu- 
nity, let his politics, or let his opinions about the eman- 
cipation of the slaves, be what they may. If the people 
can have a fair hearing of all subjects, I could most 
confidently trust the result* 

Whoever shall violate these fundamental and self- 
evident principles, for any pretence whatever, for party, 
or otherwise, cannot, I think, be properly regarded a 
consistent friend to freedom» to his country ; to his own 
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rights^ or to the rights of others* And the eril of his 
course will most inevitably, ere long, fall back with 
erushing weight upon his own head* or upon the heads 
of his children. Such a man would receive the impre- 
cations and cursesy and not the benedictions, of his de- 
scendants. One might flatter himself that he can enjojr 
power for a *^ brief space" by such a course; but it 
should be remembered, it is far from being patriotic. 

While the great and prominent object of this holy 
enterprise is the liberation from thraldom, and to effect 
the highest temporal, as well as eternal good, of two 
and a half millions of our suffering fellow-beings, in. 
cruel bondage; still, notwithstanding northern dema- 
gogues, who are courting southern favour, cry *^ hush ! 
hush ! you traitor to the Union," whenever a northern 
man attempts to speak of his moral or political consti- 
tutional rights ; yet northern fVeemen, who would act for 
themselves and their posterity, must be unhappily and 
amazingly blinded, not to see that the slaveholding 
states are united and determined to make the inhuman 
institution of slavery the powerful engine of the speedy 
and entire subjugation of northern liberties. 

And will the north be made instrumental to effect her 
own ruin? Who does not see that the slave states, 
though their movements are insidious, are even now 
all alive for the immediate admission of the vast country 
of Texas into the Union, which, when politically carved 
up into a number of slave states, they secure the balance 
in the senate, and our liberties are gone ! Revolt, or 
base vassalage to a slaveholding nation, would then be 
our inevitable doom. Great men, and all men, at the 
north, would then be in the like degraded condition. 
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We might then imploringly look to our Van Burens, 
our Marcies, our Wrights, our Adamses, or our Web- 
sters, for help, but look in vain. They, too, would be 
shorn of their locks by the demon of slavery, and the 
people would awake, when too late, and anxiously in- 
quire, what Delilah hath done this ? 

Who could not understand the hcfavy draft from the 
south, drawn upon northern liberties, previous to the 
last presidential election, and which was most basely 
honoured, by contending politicians of all parties, vy- 
ing for southern favour^ by way of unheard-of abuse in 
a civilized land, of their own northern fellow-citizens, 
and even by threatening northern freemen (for the mere 
exercise of their undoubted constitutional rights,) with 
gag-law, with chains, and with death ? Can it indeed 
be possible, in order to effect their own ends, that slave- 
holders and their abettors can ever again raise the ** hue 
and cry" to any purpose against abolitionists, as being 
a reckless and bloodthirsty set of men ! ! ? How long 
will the north sacrifice her own citizens on this bloody 
Moloch of southern slavery ? 

The doctrine which of late has been more than inti- 
mated from various quarters of our country, as being 
correct, that the mere impulse of the will, for the time 
being, of every community, or neighbourhood, is supe- 
rior to, and should prevail over all written laws, and 
constitutions, is unfounded and dangerous in the ex- 
treme. Indeed, i^ is but another name for the watch- 
word, "down with all laws;" let anarchy and brute- 
force riot through the land ; let every man arm himself 
with deadly weapons of self-defence, for his life, his 
family, and his property. 

26* 
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Fellow-countrymen^ shall we not firmly and timely 
resist this current of danger^ ruiut and deaths to all that 
ear fathers so nobly won for us 1 Would not our de- 
parted fathers' blood, which purchased our dear bought 
liberties, cry aloud from their tombs, to warn their sons 
of the threatened approach of so deadly an enemy 1 
And will not the sons of sires so noble, arise in time, and 
with weapons of truth, tempered with a spirit of philan- 
thropy and patriotism, repel the invader 1 Or are we, in- 
deed, sunk so low, that we can look quietly on apd behold 
the foe, thus wantonly revelling upon relics so sacred 1 
Ought not all who venerate the ashes of the slain for our 
freedom ; all who love their country, and their fellow-men, 
to stand erect, and manfully contribute whatever of in- 
fluence they possess, to roll back this tide of desolation ? 
Who cannot see, that he who connives at, and encou- 
rages mubs, by holding out the idea that they must be 
right, because they *^ represent the popular will," must 
be aiming a most fatal blow to our only safeguards, the 
institutions of our fathers? Whose property, whose 
family, whose life, can be safe amid such a state of 
things? You ask me, if I am alarmed? I answer, it 
is the part of wisdom, to prevent a coming evil, even 
when we feel conscious that we possess a remedy, or 
an alternative, should it come. For one, I only speak 
the language of thousands, when I say, that I always 
did, as a general political principle, most heartily ap- 
prove, with proper qualifications, of that ^' good Jack- 
sonian doctrine," *' to ask for nothing but what is right, 
and submit to nothing wrong." One of my most sacred 
and constitutional rights is the freedom of speech, which 
I cannot under any circumstances whatever mirrender. 
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Even the '* Union" itself, as muGh as I have idolized it, 
as a broad foundation of future national greatness, com- 
pared with this first best boon of heaven, would be to it, 
as a grain of sand to the globe. 

An eminent statesman once said, ** his opinions,, like 
every man's, were public stock, and express them he 
would, let the consequences be what they might ; for the 
precise results, he said, of the free expression of his 
honest sentiments he could not feel himself bound to 
know." My property, character, and all, are light in 
the balance of this first and last right of all rights, the 
freedom of speech. The slaveholding,, or man-sleaiing, 
and man-robbing institution, aside fjjpm its being fraught 
in all its hideous features, with th#'most cruel 'inhu- 
manity to man," by violently wresting from him all his 
inborn and inalienable rights, and above all, the '^ centre 
right " of all rights, the right to himself, is a most power- 
ful political engine, from its vastly partial and unequal 
scale of representations between non-slaveholding and 
slaveholding states, founded entirely on this abhorrent 
and despotic institution of slavery, which is most rapidly 
swallowing up northern liberties into the very vortex of 
slaveholding despotism. On this subject, a writer pos- 
sessed of a high order of talents, and sound patriotism,, 
remarks, that '^ under the first census of the United 
States, the freemen of the slaveholding states had the 
privilege of electing thirteen more representatives to 
congress than political equality, with the non-slavehold- 
ing states would have given them ; and the legislatures 
of the first mentioned states> of designating thirteen more 
electors of president and vice-president, than the same 
equality would have given them. Under the last census. 
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in the equality is nearly in the same proportion, though 
the number of representatives and electors have greatly 
increased. 

The extra representatives in congress, and also the 
presidential electors for property in our feUow-men will 
be thirty in 1840. 

In Virginia, the political power of five of her free- 
men, in respect to the same important offices, is equal 
to SEVEN freemen in the state of New-York. The 
relative power of the freemen in the other states being 
greater in proportion to the increase of the number of 
human beings, deprived of all rights in the former. 

In consequence of the admission of slavery into the 
three new states west of the Mississippi, they send 
THREE representatives to Congress, and designate 
THREE electors of our chief magistrate, more than they 
could claim by any equitable apportionment. 

This is the reason, too, together with the fact, that at 
every great political movement in the nation, (as at the 
last presidential election ; Missouri, and the tariff ques- 
tions, &c. &c.) the slave states always immediately 
rallying on this common ground of intereat^ (entirely 
regardless of their usuat party lines,) and forming one 
'' mighty phalanx ;" why, these states, with but about 
one-fourth part of the freemen in the Union, have al- 
ways been enabled, to a great extent, to give law and 
tone to the nation!! This is also the reason, if not 
timely counteracted, why slavery, to sustain itself, 
with all its dreadful oppressions, will rapidly convert 
our nominally free government into an entire slavehold- 
ing despotism, both for the >^ bleached and the un- 
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bleached." * The artful pretext will be to support the 
Union. This may take with the north to their ultimate 
ruin ! ! ^* Ought any more new states," asks this writer, 
*' with such unequal and ill-founded political advantages, 
to be admitted into the Union ? Can any well-meaning 
citizen," continues this able writer, patriot, and states- 
man, '* excuse himself to his own love of liberty, and 
say, that we ought not to explain, set up, and to defend 
our equal rights? That we ought not to speak, and 
write, and publish the truth on slavery, so intimately 
affecting our interests and our duties not only to the 
enslaved, but to ourselves and our posterity ?" 

Who does not see that the despotic system of poli- 
tical representation for property in man is such, that 
even one slaveholder, give him slaves enough, might 
politically own and rule millions of nominal freemen ? 
Indeed, it is now virtually done by comparatively few 
slaveholders, with their 600 and their 1000 slaves a- 
piece ! I 

Southern politicians well understand this undue poli- 
tical advantage which they hold over the nominally free 
states, and they are determined, if possible, to maintain 
it, by continuing to blind the north on the whole subject 
of slavery, by suppressing free discussion upon it, and 
also by perpetuating and extending this most diabolical 
system of grinding the poor coloured people under their 
iron hoof of despotism. And they would fain seem 
willing to make these wretched victims of their cruel 
power, who are now as their footstool^ but the stepping" 

* The language of a slaveholding governor, in making this 
same prediction to show that white labour€}S in this Country must 
all come to slavery in twenty-five years. 
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stone of other footstools of a lighter hue, ** Slavery is 
the best basis of freedom^^^ exclaims Calhoun and 
M^Duffie. The watchword of slavery is, that all must 
bow down to this idol, coloured or uncoloured^ north or 
south, east or west. 

The free states having at present forty-four votes 
majority in both houses in Congress; notwithstanding 
the very great inequality of slaveholding and non* 
slaveholding representation, should there prove to be 
sufficient intelligence and virtue in the great body of. 
the people to bring their clear constitutiona] power 
successfully and happily to bear, in abolishing slavery 
in the District of Columbia, in the territoriks, 
and to abolish the inter-state slave traffic ; they 
might yet do much, (perfectly honourable, being al- 
together consistent with every particle of plighted 
faith, which can possibly be found to be, even the 
most scrupulously expressed or implied,) towards pre- 
serving their own liberties, saving the nation from ulti- 
mate and absolute despotism, and at the same time take 
an important step towards relieving our suffering coun- 
trymen from their heavy and grievous bondage. This 
would still be giving slaveholders all the unequal and 
despotic political advantage they so tenaciously claim 
by what they call their slave representation^ 

Many of our northern statesmen have unquestionably 
long seen this vast inequality of northern and southern 
political rights, but dared not patriotically proclaim it, 
lest the people should not appreciate their views and 
sustain them. But there is hope, whether politicians 
do it or not, that the people, in their might, are " now 
coming to the rescue of liberty." Many nortbern 
jMiWy 'politicians have also undoubtedly seen this, and 
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have desired it should so continue, and not even he 
looked into and discussed hy the people ; for the very 
obvious reason, that they were either then enjoying, or 
expecting soon to enjoy, the ill-gotten spoils of slavery 
in common with southern slaveholding politicians^ by 
way of offices of emolument within the gift of the whole 
AMALGAMATED Union. Nay, more ! Some of this 
class at the north, in hopes by it still to enjoy the pol- 
luted spoils arising from this unhallowed partnership 
with slaveholding politicians, have gone to great and 
unwarrantable lengths in abusing and oppressing north- 
ern freemen who were endeavouring to exercise theic 
unquestionable constitutional rights, by looking into, and 
investigating this subject, in immediate connexion with 
the great philanthropic subject of universal emancipa- 
tion. This great abuse of freemen has been carried 
on, too, by wily politicians, under the very plausible 
pretext of the wonderful patriotism of ** preserving the 
Union ;" just as though the Union could not be pre- 
served, and the freedom of speech and the press still be 
sacredly maintained. 

What will the '^ sovereign people " say to all this ? 
Will they barter away their right of speech for golden 
but visionary promises, or ** seU their birthright for u 
mess of pottage ?" 

Which did such time-serving politicians probably care 
most about in thus profanely trampling on freemen's 
rights, — *' preserving the Union," or preserving their 

'* LOAVES AMD FISHES ?" 

It ought ever to be remembered, by every freeman 
who would still enjoy liberty, that he who advocates 
even the Union itself, at the dreadful and fatal sacrifices 
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of the right of speech, the right of petition, and the ^ 
ertj of the press, — whatever his opinions or his motives 
may be, — is in reality clearly. advocating the doctrine of 
davery for all {not freedom^) regardless of colour. And 
should such a doctrine be suffered to prevail by artful 
politicians blinding the eyes of the people, the sequel 
will most unquestionably prove it to be so. 

As much as we have idolized the Union as a great 
bulwark of freedom, independence, and of national fame 
and glory ; and as much as we may desire to become 
a great and a powerful people among the nations of ths 
earth, still let us not be deceived in this all-important 
question of our own liberties. 

The idea of a Union that associates vassalage and 
slavery with it, not freedom, instead of charming, should 
at once horrify every lover of rational liberty. To be 
sure, we idolize power, but do we not idolize liberty 
still more ? What independent freemen would not pre- 
fer freedom^ even in the ** dens and the caves of the 
earth," to kneeling down and worshipping at the foot- 
stool of despotic power ? Many of our own countrymen, 
by the cruel oppressions of their fellows, have often been 
forced from the abodes of human society, to take refuge 
in the caves and swamps of republican America, secret- 
ed days, and working nights for food. 

And again I say, let us not be deceived ; for whatever 
interested and ambitious politicians may say to us through 
a press, which may be prostituted to their own purposes 
of power and self-aggrandizement over the people, if we 
would remain a free people, we must forever hold the 
great constitutional and righteous principles of the free- 
dom of speech, liberty of the press, and the right of pe- 
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titioD, as much more sacred« and as much higher, than 
even the *' Union itself," as the very Heavens (to speak 
with reverence) are higher than the earth. 

I do insist, that in this ** would'be free republicy^* the 
question of Union itself should never be suffered to take 
the lead of the great safeguard principles of all rational 
liberty, *' the unabridged freedom of speech, and the 
liberty of the press, and the right of petition." It has 
certainly been most painful to every consistent lover of 
rational freedom, that the question, even of ^ Union,^ 
over these very first and only saving principles, has been 
holdings comparatively^ too great a prominence in the pub- 
lic mind, by means of an extraneous and a forestalling 
political influence, which has been altogether inconsis- 
tent with the origin and broad principles of all dvil liberty* 

Union itself, of mere territory, if bound together, not 
only with slaveholding or lynching cords, but with strofig 
bands of iron and steel, would not, of itself, eonstitufe 
liberty, but might constitute the strongest and heaviest 
bonds of slavery. To act upon such a principle merely* 
would be like keeping the eye upon the mere supeistmc- 
ture of some splendid and stately edifice, while the pil- 
lars upon which it stood, constituting its entire founda- 
tion, were rapidly crumbling to the earth from beneath 
it. How would one appear in such a case, if, while his 
own idolatrous eye was gazing intently with rapture and 
delight upon the dome itself, his own right hand was 
hewing down its only foundation, strength, and supports ? 

But, to unfold, and to sustain these great first prin- 
ciples of rational liberty, is most emphatically the appro- 
priate work of the people ; for most public men virtually 
act upoi the dictrine of instruction from their constitu- 

27 
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ents, and seldom even warn the ** dear people " of ap* 
proaching dangers, if such warning would be likelj to 
obscure their own bright prospects of political prefer- 
ment. Hence, we must see the absolute necessity of 
the ** people themselves " being informed, as well as vir- 
tuous, if they would be free. Indeed, any thing short 
of universal intelligence, as well as virtue, among the 
people, tends to aristocracy, and ultimately to despotism 
itself. The people must, and I hope will, think for 
themselves, and trust to no ^^ great leader ^^ to teach them, 
or to think for them. 

We may trust our property, when we will, to another, 
but not our liberties ; for they have been purchased at 
too d^ar a rate. They are the price of blood ; the 
blood of our fathers and our kindred ; too sacred to be 
bartered away, or credited out, on any mortal security 
whatever. 

My mind, for one, is fully made up, that we have 
how, and shall continue to have, northern aspiring poli- 
ticians, of all parties, who, to accomplish their own am- 
bitious purposes, will try to hush the north into silence 
on the subject of slavery ; if the people would listen to 
the syren song, and believe, until the moment, their 
own liberties are writhing in the very folds of that same 
dreadful southern anaconda : indeed, even now, whose 
life or property is hardly safe firom the foul fiend of slav- 
ery or his emissaries, when he speaks out boldly, as be 
ought to speak, on this curse of our country, and scourge 
to our fellow-man. The very nature of the institution 
of southern slavery, from the vast advantage it gives the 
south, on the scale of representation, and from the efiect 
the institution has to unite all the slave States aa one 
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vast state on this subject, (however divided they may 
be on others,) gives the south already aa unreasonable 
controlling ascendency over the north. Owing to the 
institutions of slavery^ this great nation has long been 
rigidly governed by an inconsiderable minority. This 
certainly will be like a mountain weight upon us, if slav- 
ery shall continue to increase. The north, while they 
have been astonished at it, have not generally fully un- 
derstood why the south have so long, and do still, exert 
an influence so preponderating, so tremendous and ap- 
palling, in our national councils. The non-siaveholding 
States have men in the national councils fully equal, if 
not superior, to the slaveholding Stages ; but what do they 
avail? The north may rest assured, that just so long 
as slavery continues with its power that it now holds, 
just so long it is destined to live virtually under ta slave- 
holding President (though with the mock name republi- 
can;) or rather the north, so long as slavery exists in 
the nation, is in every sense as really destined to look 
up to slaveholders for their most gracious condescension, 
to dictate, by virtue of their human property, to mil- 
lions of nominal freemen, who shall be their rulers, as 
the Canadas are, to look to England to send them over 
governors from the Royal Family, against which many 
Americans have, quite recently, so loudly protested. 
Let the people but carefully watch the movements of 
those who so adroitly pull the political wires behind the 
scene, and they will soon be satisfied of this. 

Though I have for years been aware, to some extent, 
of the insidious windings about us of that dreaded, and 
dreadful foe to man (slavery,) but not having been in 
possession of all the statistics of the encroachments of 
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this monster upon our liberties, never had I supposed that 
he had already so entirely enfolded us in his hideous 
coils, as the mid-day sun of truth, which recently shone 
so brightly in the Senate chamber of the United States, 
so clearly discovered to us, from that able and patriotic 
senator, Mr. Davis, from Massachusetts, (a State al- 
ways first in the cause of liberty,) while so manfutfy 
opposing the passage of the great nullfier's subtle and 
ominous nullification, slavery, and Texas resolutions. 
The extract itself which follows, from that valuable 
speech against the passage of resolutions so disgraceful 
and degrading to a free people, even more than sustains 
all the opinions I have ever advanced in relation to our 
servile dependence upon slaveholding power. 

'* I ask," says Mr. Davis, ** whether the great slave 
interest is to dissolve the Union? I appeal again to 

m 

your recollections, and to those of the senator from 
South Carolina, (Calhoun,) and ask you whether an in- 
terest so powerful as to have majorities in both houses^ 
and to maintain its ascendency in the government, is 
likely to have occasion to secede from the Union through 
fear or oppression? Sir, this interest (slavery) has 
ruled the destinies of the republic. For FORTY out 
of FORTT-EiOHT ycsrs, it has given us a President from 
its own territory and of its own selection. I do not 
advert to this in the tone of complaint, for it has been 
done at the ballot-box; but as a proof of its great 
strength, tact, and skill, and of the extraordinary pre- 
dominance it holds over all other interests, bending and 
sliaping them to its purposes. During all this time, it 
has not only had a President sustaining its own peculiar 
views of public policy, but through him, has held and 
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used, in its own way, the whole organization of all the 
departments, and all the vast and controlling patronage 
incident to that office, to aid it in carrying on its views 
and policy, as well as to protect and secure to it every 
advantage. 

'* Let us explore a little further, sir," says this states- 
man, standing on the elevated and constitutional rights 
of American citizens, ** and see how the houses of Con- 
gress have been organized. For THIRTY years out 
of THIRTY-SIX TEARS, that interest (slavery) has placed 
its own speaker in the chair of the other house, thus 
securing the organization of committees, and the greai 
influence of that station. And, sir, while all other in- 
terests have, during part of the time, had the chair in 
which you preside assigned to them, as an equivalent 
for these greai concessions ; yet, in each year, when a 
President pro tern, is elected, who, upon the contin- 
gencies mentioned in the constitution, will be the Pre- 
sident of the United States, that interest (slavery) has 

INVARIABLY GIVEN US THAT OFFICEll ! ! ! Look, I bo- 

seech you," continues this able and faithful senator, 
*' through all the places of honour, of profit, and privi- 
lege ; and there you will find the representatives of this 
interest (slavery) in numbers that indicate its influence. 
Does not, then, this interest (slavery) hold the destinies 
of this republic in its own hands ? Does it (slavery) not 
rule, guide, and adapt public policy to its own views, 
and fit it to suit the action and products of its own 
labour ? Sir, I know that the politicians of the slave 
country sometimes disagree about men, and measures, 

of MINOR CONSIDERATION ; but On the GREAT INTEREST 

of SLAVE LABOUR, and the protection of slave property, 
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they stand firmly together, and, like the MACEi>oifiAir 
PHALANX, shoulder to shoulder, gather around it (slaye- 
17), and, by mighty and concerted efforts, give it (sla- 
rery) the lead in public affairs against all opposition. 
Sir, how can I better explain its cdUptrvading influenet 
than to declare again that it (slavery) moves this govern- 
ment of (itleen millions of souls, great and energetic as 
it is, and disproportionate as is the slaveholding popu- 
lation to that of the free states ? 

** With this mighty power in your hands, with proof 
at every vote taken in this capitcU of your ability to con- 
tinue it, can you of this interest entertain apprehensions 
for your safety? What more do you claim? What 
more can you have ? How can those who hold power be 
oppressed by those who have none? How can those 
who hold the powers of this government, fear itt I 
cannot believe there is occasion in the mind of any one 
belonging to this interest (slavery) for the dissolution 
of the Union, unless he be ambitious^ unpriftdpUdf and 
without hope of advancement ! ! It will be reasonable 
enough to meet danger from other quarters when it 
threatens mischief, 

" But, Mr. President, I must not omit some other 
|Koofs of the towering magnitude of the slave interest 
here. It claims to itself whatever of merit there is in 
tiie overthrow of the policy of internal improvements^ and 
of having broken down and rendered unpopular tiie 
policy of so assessing and collecting the revenue as to 
protect and encourage free labour. Over this last great 
interest, it (slavery) claims a signal triumph for having 
defeated it. I need not multiply proofs of the zeal, ac- 
tivity, and singular success of those who have managed 
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thid interest, (slavery.) The inUgriiy of the Union m, 
probably^ quite as importarU to the slave territory^ as to 
the free, I cannot, therefore," said this distinguished 
senator, ** credit the suggestion that the people of the 
south are so blinded to their interests as to court so 
calamitous a result. What then is it that shakes this 
great republic, so that it reels upon its foundation f so 
that we are brought to a solemn pause here in the 
public business, and are gravely and solemnly devising 
measures to redeem us from threatened ruin? Sir," 
continues this senator, '' we have a set of resolutions, 
nearly connected, that are to go forth with healing 
power to calm the public mind, to allay * the outbreak- 
ings of fanaticism,' and to tranquillize the raging ele- 
ments. The opinion of the majority of the senate is 
to work out this extraordinary result. But I again ask, 
what it is that we are thus contending with? What 
that threatens calamity, and is thus easily subdued ? It 
is the abolitionists, that come here in no very alarming 
numbers, though the course pursued here has greatly tn« 
creased the aggregate^ not to threaten the government 
or to menace the Union, — no, sir, not at all ; but humbly 
to entreat and pray you to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia, where, I believe, there are about 40,000 
people of colour. 

** Sir, they have claimed nothing, but the right to 
pray and beg of the senate to use its power for this 
purpose. What more humble and less objectionable 
right can be claimed by man, than the right of respect- 
fully entreating? Y^t, sir, the exercise of this poor 
privilege has brought us into grave deliben^tion, to res- 
cue the Uoioa from impendiBg dissolutioiu Sir* I can- 
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not participate in these fears, nor persuade myself that 
such causes will produce such results, or that the Union 
will be attacked, unless the provocation is given here, 

'^ But, sir, what is to be hoped from these resolu- 
tions ? What are their healing properties, their power 
to assuage resentments, and to allaj irritated passions? 
Are these resolutions agitating the matter to any useful 
purpose? I read them," said this senator; **and while 
a part of them seemed to me to contain certain doctrines 
on the subject of slavery according with the sentiments 
of the mor«r, the residue seemed to be a mere avowal 
o( B, political creed. Nor being quite certain that I was 
right in the matter, I was comforted when my friend 
from Delaware (Mr. Bayard) rose. They professed to 
treat of abolition ; but the worthy senator declared that, 
on lifting the veil, he had discovered * nullification' un- 
der the first of the series. He pointed the little fellow 
out to us, hidden snugly under a thin covering of ' StaU 
right gauze,^ " 

This senator has here made a sober, but to every in- 
telligent and consistent lover of liberty, a most fearfully 
startling exhibition of facts, in relation to the tremendous 
and preponderating power of the slaveholding interest in 
this nation, both south and north, and of its constantly 
increasing aggression upon all our liberties. In a plain 
view of facts so astounding, in addition to a long dark 
catalogue of others of a like character, and many of a 
still deeper hue which might be adduced, and fairly 
chargeable upon slavery ; how can any American citizen^ 
and more especially in the States called free, even if 
he care nothing for the liberation of two and a half mil- 
lions of his enslaved countrymen, ever again have the 
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confidence to hold up bis head and speak tauntingly of 
the abject dependence of distant colonies of Great Bri- 
tain, or the servile dependence of any other colonies 
upon their royal bead at home ! 

Let no independent American citizen indulge the de- 
grading and dangerous thought for a moment, that these 
are grave matters not to be spoken of. Shall it, indeed* 
be said, that an ** independent and sovereign peoplet'' 
shall not dare to know their true political as well as 
their moral condition? Let such an idea be scouted 
from a land of democratic freemen, to its own hiding 
place, underneath the footstool of despotic power; but 
let us, Americans, ever bear in mind, that a free govern- 
ment can be maintained in no other way than by the ub- 
abridged and free exercise of all our inalienable rights, 
and that these Heaven-descended rights consist in one 
man having the same, and as perfect a right to speak 
against each and every existing law of his country, or 
even against the whole constitution of his government if 
ho please, as another man has to speak in favour of them 
all ; ** meanwhile," holding ourselves amenable to con- 
stitutional law only for any abuse of our rights, A sound 
writer and an able statesman remarks, ** that the cause 
of freedom of speech, is the cause of universal man." 
'^ lioave /^i«," said he, ** and take what else you will away^ 
and all else left is but a splendid mockery," Another 
able writer, speaking prospectively : ^^ should the right 
of speech in our country ever be taken away," says, the 
historian would record our doom thus : ** Here rose the 
noblest and freest empire ever reared by man. Based 
upon principles that were to regenerate the earth, and 
having poured out his own best blood like water in vin- 
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dication of the rights of man, it strangely became the 
persecutor of speechy and the enslaver of opiman — h 
threw itself across the orbit of human destiny, and of 
eternal providence, and the mighty vision faded from the 
world." 

All who like the slavery of the coloured people, and 
are also acting in a way to prepare uncoloured peo- 
ple for abject vassallage, will of course delight in this 
our servile dependence, and still crj peace ! peace ! 
do'nt go too fast. 

The captivating pretext for all this, will be to preserve 
our " glorious Union." 

But be not deceived ; — who would exchange the 
MEAT of the cocoa for the mere shell ? 

And while it is our inalienable moral right, and our 
high moral duty, loudly to testify against all wrongs and 
oppressions, wherever they are known on the face of 
the earth, still the world will cry out with one voice, *' it 
does not become that dark slaveholding America to 
throw stones at her neighbours too hard, while she is so 
grossly exposed through her glass house, to the eyes of 
all mankind." 

What high-minded, well-informed, and reflecting 
American, must not feel humbled under this view, that 
his country has indeed been imbibing a deadly poison 
into her whole constitution, which is rapidly undermining 
her constitution, and paralizing her arm in the cause of 
civil liberty, throughout the earth ? 

With regard to ^* going too fast" in the righteous 
cause of holy freedom, we will adduce a case for con- 
aideration a moment, and see how it looks. We will 
liuppose some of our own dearest friends had been kid- 
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napped, aud were now in cruel bondage ; should we think 
that people, (men, women, or children,) in the country 
where they were thus enslaved, could well go too fast, 
in creating a just, and an uncompromising public senti- 
ment in favour of their immediate unconditional libera- 
tion 1 Would not this be a just, and a righteous doc- 
trine for them to inculcate 1 

The principles and proceedings of abolitionists, have 
been greatly misapprehended, and as often most slan- 
derously and meanly misrepresented, afler they were 
understood. 

Anti-abolitionists sometimes with their own favourite 
projects (political or pecuniary) in view, have frequent- 
ly represented abolitionbts, as a set of ^^ base, weak, 
fanatical, and incendiary men, trampling on all the laws, 
and desecrating the constitution of the land, aiming to 
exite the slaves to insurrection, and to wrest them by 
violence from the iron grasp of their masters." 

Now, nothing could be more foreign to the truth ; and 
I trust that American history, will yet show abolition- 
ists to have been greater adherents, and more consistent' 
friends to the constitution, aud the laws of their coun- 
try, and to all their countrymen, than any other class of 
American citizens. 

And I trust it will also be seen, that they were sanb 
men ; that they judged correctly, (notwithstanding the 
darkness and the clouds lowering about them,) of the 
virtue of the American people, and of the amount of 
moral influence, in the nation which might be brought 
successfully to bear against the great sin, as well as 
dangerous and threatening political evil of slaveiy in the 
land. 
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But if the cause of freedom bo destined to be crush- 
ed by despotic slaveholding power, and slavery and des- 
potism to triumph forever over this land, it will still be 
recorded on the annals of all time, that the abolitionsts 
were the true and genuine friends of freedom in Ame- 
rica, but that they judged too favourably of the amount 
of moral power and virtue among the people, for this, 
with the blessing of Heaven, their only reliance ; as in 
other countries, would forever sweep slavery frooi oun* 

How much soever some may dislike the degrading 
vassalage to the slaveholding* power of the south, there 
can be no alternative, while slavery shall continue. 

Read the anxiety and management of the south, still 
to increase her already alarming slaveholding power. 
I will here insert two southern resolutions, for the be|H 
efit of any who may yet be incredulous on the subject, 
that southern politicians, at least, are actually not only 
in favour of perpetually enslaving the coloured 
people, but that they are also determined, if possible, to 
enslave the uncoloured of the north, by the annexation 
of Texas to the Union, (as soon as they can catch the 
north napping,) as a vast slave-country, and then make 
their horrid institution of slavery, a most fearful and 
bloody engine of political power, to control the desti- 
nies of millions, now called freemen, with its despotic 
iron rod. This rod of despotism, has just been mena- 
cingly shook over the northern people, by way of sena- 
torial, slaveholding, nullification, ^* gag-law '' resolu- 
tions. 

The two resolutions, first alluded to, among many 
which might be given, were recently adopted by an ex- 
tra session of the Mississippi Legislature, on the sub- 
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ject of tke admission of Texas into the UniDOt as a 
slave State. 

" Resolved, That the annexation of Texas (b this Re- 
public, is essential to the future safety and repose of the 
southern States of this Confederacy." 

** Again resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to use 
their best endeavours to procure the annexation of Tex« 
as to the United States, as early as possible." 

If the people shall faithfully continue to flood Coa« 
gress with petitions against the annexation of Texa^t 
*^ read, or unread," political men^ from poliUcai poU^^ 
may hold off the subject. 

And again, whoever thinks the slaves could not take 
care of themselves, or that the slaveholders are Tery 
anxious to emancipate them as soon as "expedient," 
(as they say,) let them listen impartially to what die 
same Legislature have said to their constituents without 
one dissenting voice, on the importance for the south te 
annex Texas to the Union, in order to perpetuate theif 
so much beloved institution of slavery, time without 
end, to themselves and their posterity, and they will be 
undeceived. 

The frank admission of how much slavery has done 
for them, and how much they love it, is to be found in a 
small portion of their famous and laboured address^ 
showing how indispensable Texas is to the south to sus- 
tain slavery^ or as they say, in softer language, '* sysleni" 
or " peculiar institution," and reads as follows, to wit : 
" The committee feel authorized to say, that this systoBi 
(slavery) is cherished by our constituents as the very 
PALLADIUM of their prosperity and happiness ; and what- 

28 
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ever ** ignorant fanatics " may elsewhere conjecture, ike 
committee are fully assured^ upon the most diligent ob- 
servation and reflection on the subjecty that the south 
does not possess within her limits a blessing with which 
the affections of her people are so closely eniwineti and so 
complelely enfibred^ and whose value is more highly ap" 
predated^ than thai which we are now considering^ (to 
wit, slavery.) Under the influence of this system, 
(slavery,) the rich forests of the south, and south-west, 
have given way to the cultivated fields, teeming with the 
richest products of agriculture. Villages, towns, and 
cities, have sprung up as if by magic. 

The arts and sciences have been m.ade to flourish 
where the barbarian would alone have been heard to re- 
sound, or where savage beasts of prey would yet find a 
quiet asylum. To this system (slavery) we owe more 
than we can well estimate of domestic comfort and social 
happiness! To it (slavery) we are chiefly indebted for 
the lofty spirit of liberty which so eminently distinguish- 
ed the proud and high-minded inhabitants of this re" 
gion ! ** To this system (slavery) the happiness of the 
white man has been augmented beyond calculation." 
Here endeth this part of the chapter ! Now, the fore- 
going sentiments, couched in the peculiar phraseology, 
•* a lofty spirit of liberty j" "protid and high-minded tn- 
habitants^^^ having been produced by slavery^ however 
great the appearance of the solecism, still, on reflection, 
produces the conviction as being in sentiment reniark- 
bly analogous ; for who doubts, for instance, that infi- 
delity, if it could produce any sentiments at al) about 
Christianity^ that they would be both '' proud and lofty 
Met V* This kind of proud and lofly republicanism 
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which the Mississippi '* gentlemen " of their State Legis- 
lature, say, is immediately and alone produced by their 
system of slavery, is only of the same character of the 
slaveholder's republicanism generally, that is, ** that 
slavery is the best basis of freedom," and is about as 
consistent as that which a gentleman witnessed, practi- 
cally carried out, not long since, in Alabama, on the oc- 
casion of the celebration of American independence, 
when a slave was made to carry the banners of freedom, 
(being too hard labour, I suppose, for the delicate hands 
of slaveholding gentlemen,) on which was inscribed iu 
blazing capitals, *^ Where liberty is, there is my country,^* 

It is certainly worthy of notice, that whenever southern 
men have occasion to speak of the horrid and revolting 
business of slaveholding, (as if conscious of guilt,) by an 
ingenious <ac/, avoid the use of the word *' slavery," and 
couch it in soil and smooth terms, such as ** system," 
peculiar or domestic institution, &c. Sometimes also, 
they attempt to dignify it by calling it the ** patriarchal 
instituiion,^' I do not wonder at all this, for doubtless, 
that dreadful term slavery, alias ** man-stealing,^^ grates 
very harshly even upon their own ears, and sometimes, 
perhaps, even upon their consciences^ if not entirely callous 
and '* seared as with a hot tVon." 

And again, here is a precious little extract from a late 
leading southern paper. A delicious treat for northern 
pro-slavery ears no doubt. 

*' The policy of the south is not to produce agitation 
and controversy (or in other words, to tolerate the 
freedom of speech and the press,) about this matter, 
(Texas,) but so to manage it that northern members of 
Congress may take their seats unshackled by instruction." 
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Tfaas kind of ieorecy is rank and dark arUtocrmcy^ or 
tianeholdmg detpoH$m I 

It may bore be asked, did not our venerable fadieni 
■uffer tbe institution of slavery to enter into tbe federal 
compact 1 My opinion is decidedly in tbe affirmative ; 
thougb a stranger to the bistory of our government migbt 
hold up tbe high and broad principles of freedom which 
run throughout our oonstitutiony in immediate connex- 
ion with those contained in the declaration of our mmIs- 
pendence^ and never dream of such a thing. 

I cheerfully make this admission* because I desire to 
base every argument, and every deduction, upon nothing 
but truth ; but as theologians universally admit that no 
one can understand the strict import of every passage in 
the Bible, without a familiar knowledge of the history of 
the times in which the inspired volume was penned; 
so it is with this and all similar questions. And as I 
have before alluded to the history of the times antece- 
dent to, and at the time of the adoption of the constitu- 
tion ; and also to the tone and spirit in the convention 
on the subject of slavery, to show that it was most clearly 
the universal expectation, and, as all might then have 
vrell supposed, the tceU grounded confidence that slavery 
had indeed received its death-blow, and would soon " die 
ofconmmption^^^ (as was the expression of a member of 
the convention.") 

Suffice it here to say again, that the forfeiied plighted 
faith is altogether on the part of those States which, in- 
stead of going home from the convention, according to 
express understandings and going to work to give all 
their fellow-men their freedom^ as the northern members 
didt they went home, and in the place of rearing eaiile^ 
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have ever since been rearing men, women, and chil- 
dren, by thousands and tens of thousands, as articles 
of commerce for exportation. " 

If we are permitted to judge at all from the sentiments 
on record, in relation to this subject, of the worthy men 
composing that convention, we might well imagine their 
grief and amazement, should they rise from their tombs, 
and instead of a land of universal freedom, for which 
they had struggled hard seven years, behold a land al- 
most of universal slavery. 

Though the spirit and the general sentiments of the 
constitution would seem most clearly to condemn slav- 
ery in every form, yet there can be no doubt but that the 
convention intended to tolerate the holding of slaves in 
the Slales merely^ by their jfixing the slave representation. 
But they went even thus far, aQer forty days debate, 
in a blind indirect manner, and with great reluctance, 
evidently feeling conscious that there was a wrong about 
it ; still they unquestionably did what they thought was 
best under all the circumstances, from the universal ex- 
pression that all slavery would speedily be banished from 
the whole beloved land for whose universal freedom they 
had so long toiled. 

And if, in going no farther than this, in compromis- 
ing human liberty, under these peculiar drcumatancei of 
HOPE, they clearly did it with compunctionSf and with ex- 
treme reluctance, who can dare cast the odiqm upon their 
sacred memories, against the clearest possible testimony 
to the contrary, that they meant to provide, as some pre- 
tend, for slavery to exist forever in this land, by giving 
slaveholders, in any possible way, the power to enslave 
the people during their pleasure, at the very seat of go- 
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T«rnment, ia all the territorie* of the United Statee; 
and to sell them ia droves by tkousanda from one end of 
the Union to the other 1 Not a syllable of even an in- 
timation of any of these things can be found on record. 
Congress has an unquestionable right at once to stop 
them all forever. And this clear consiiiuUaruU rigki U 
is also under the highest possible moral and pcUiicai o4- 
Hgation to exercise v)iiho%U delay ^ in behalf of the greai 
cause of human liberty ^ in relaiion to our ovn eomniry^ 
and the tvorld* 

How strangely would some of our southern dema- 
gogues, in their ^* stump speeches" years gone by, when 
courting the favour of the ^^plebeians^^ compare with 
Iheir aristocratic doctrine when defending the divinr 
RiGftT of slavery, on the ground that the rich have a 
right to own^ and to buy and sell the poor like 4:aUU ia 
the market^ in order to carry out the Calhoun doetrine 
that ** slavery is the best basis offreedomJ^ 

For instance, the following are soine of the whole- 
some republican and abolition sentiments, uttered by the 
same man, in an honest and good-natured momenif at 
Congress in 1833, for the ^^-dear people ^ to read, about 
the time he had his eye upon the Presidential chair, viz. 
M He who earns the money ^ who digs it out of the earth 
byi the sweat of his brow^ has^ a just title to it^ t^ainst the 
uimorw. No one has a right to touch it without hia 
eonsent," says this good republican at this particular 
time, ^except his government,, and that osdy to thssx* 
tent cfits legitime^ wants. To take more is robbery." 
Good enough ^'^abolitionisM^^ this» if men would but 
practise what they preach. 

And the great object of abolidoniiilais^to induce belli 
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the north and the south if possible, to put in practice the 
good theory which they have all preached for more than 
two centuries, viz., that the poor slave, like all men, 
ought to have his liberty and his hard earnings, which 
is but the just reward of the ^* sweat of his brow." 

While we have preached this noble doctrine to the 
world, and, as it were, kept it to the ear of the poor 
slave, we have broken it to his hope, and conclusively 
proved that, as a nation, we have not really meant what 
we have said ; for, in the mean time, we have added 
SEVEN NEW SLAVE STATES, as SO many markets for the 
sale and the perpetual enslavement of these same op- 
pressed MEN and WOMEN, whose enslaved and wretched 
condition we have ever been saying we greatly deplored, 
and whose sufierings we deeply commiserated. 

What must an impartial world think of us, who have 
witnessed all along how much at variance have been 
our ** preaching and our practice " on this subject of 
human liberty t Nay, more ; what will the *' God of 
the oppressed " think of us, who cannot bo mocked with 
impunity, and who will by no means clear the guilty? 



SECTION XIX. 



"I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSfllON OF SLAVERY, BE- 
CAUSE I HAVE BEEN AT THE SOUTH, AND I NEVER 
WAS TREATED WITH GREATER KINDNESS AND HOS- 
PITALITY; AND THE MASTERS ALSO TREATED 'THEIR 
servants' KINDLY, and THEY APPEARED BRISK AND 
HAPPY." 

Now, I doubt not, many northern people visiting iheir 
friends at the south, have been duped and convertaf* 
over to favour and to apologize for the untold oppres- 
sions of slavery in this way ! ! Wonder some of these 
northern viaiters, who may not be blessed with all the 
good things of this life, do not at once sell themselves, 
and their posterity forever afler them, to some **very 
kind master^** as they might make their selection out of 
the whole south and southwest, a vast extent of terri- 
tory, consisting of twelve large slave States. £ven thii 
poor privilege, of selecting favourite masters, is always 
denied the poor slave ; but he is often sold from bad 
masters to worse ones, by way of malignant punish- 
ment. The doctrine which we sometimes hear, that 
^ we should ever praise the bridge that carries us safe 
over,'' is oflen unsafe, and sometimes proves very per- 
nicious and dangerous to ourselves and to others. 

In many instances, it may be great wickedness and 
gross deception to commend a man's whole character. 
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because, forsooth, he may have treated us politely^ and 
never to our knowledge injured tit. We might, in this 
way, become the disciples and advocates even of known 
robbers and pirates, for even they are often polite and 
liberal to their friends, for obvious reasons ! ! 

And again, the difference between the selected mu- 
latto domestic servants, (which northern visiters mostly 
see,) both in their appearance and the manner in which 
they are treated, bears about the same relation to the 
appearance and treatment of their **ever delving and 
ever whipped slaves," on their plantations, that our pet 
horses at the north, selected by gentlemen out of the 
whole country, at high prices, — kept in the finest condi- 
tion to appear in public occasionally, richly caparisonedt 
to minister to the pride or the pleasure of their owners, 
— do to the horses that are worn down by overworking 
and underfeeding, constantly doing the hardest drudgery 
of the industrious and laborious farmer and the drayman. 

Were it necessary here, I might go on to detail at 
length the vastly different treatment which the house- 
servants in general receive, and especially in the pre- 
sence of northern visiters, than do the poor field slaves, 
irtio are ever under the bloody and dreaded lash of their 
heartless and reckless drivers. I may have occasion to 
say something of this hereafler« 



SECTION XX. 



** I AM OPPOSED TO THB DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, BC- 
CAUSB THERE ARE A GREAT MANY AMIABLE AND 
HIGHLY RESPECTABLE SLAVEHOLDERS, AMONG WHOM 
ARE MANY DISTINGUISHED MINISTERS OF THE GOS- 
PEL, AND OTHER DEVOTED AND PIOUS CHRISTIANS.^ 

Not long since I read what sonde might call, in ^ home- 
ly phrase," a kind of'* milk and water" treatise, on the 
subject of slavery.* The author appeared to be a man 
who had lived some time at the south, and who still had 
numeroits connexions residing there^ most of whom were 
slaveholders ! t 

He evidently intended the work for an anti-^lavern 
one, but it was certainly to my mind a curiously com- 
pounded concern of anti and pro-slavery sentiments ! I 
His heart might have been right in abhorring slavbry. 
But if so, he surely lacked the nerve and the moral 
courage to speak out boldly (but kindly) as he ought to 
speak on the subject. He seemed ahemately advancing 
and retreating^ sinning and repenting throughout his 
whole work!! The peculiarly outrageous and cruel 
fllaveholder seemed to be the principal object of all hiB 
faithful and pointed remarks. But as to the ^* kind and 
respectable " slaveholders (which he would fain make out 

* I do not say this in derogation to the abUUy of the author^ 
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that most of them were so) they were merely pitied and 
apologized for, and frequently highly complimented! ! We 
should indeed pity even pirates who might be in danger 
every moment of being massacred by the victims of 
their own bloody cruelty. But what should we all think 
of any man who ^ould manifest no other feeling than 
that of pity towards a band of pirates whom he had just 
witnessed massacre or capture an innocent ship's crew ? 
This professed opposer to slavery more than once inti- 
mated, that should cdl the slaveholders treat their slaves 
as these ** kind and respectable slaveholders " did, he wai 
not certain that he should oppose slavery at all even in 
the ** abstract." Now if this principle be correct, I do 
not see but men of exemplary moral character externally 
are a highly privileged order of beings ; so much so, 
that they may seize upon any one and compel him and all 
his posterity to work forever for them for nothing ; pro- 
vided always, however, that they shall treat their victims 
** kindly " in other respects. Now if we could see one 
advocating this kind of doctrine in earnest, who could 
sympathize much to see him made the first .subject of 
its experiment! Tet all this is nothing but American 
slavery with all its drapery torn off, and its ** cloven 
foot " expttsed to view in all its naked deformity. Now 
I am fully prepared to say, and I hope with all due re- 
gard to virtue and religion and every good quality in 
man, that these same amiable and respectable slavehold' 
erSf however pious a)id good their intentions perchance 
may 6e, are nevertheless the very pillars of the whole 
accursed legalized system of robbery and man-stealing 
which has already so much disgraced and corrupted our 
nation; for take these away, and leave none but the 
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most cruel, openly abandoned, ioimoral, and ootragemii 
ones in the business, the eyes and the hearU of the people 
would, then be opened to all the horrors of slavery, aad 
the whole country with one accord, both north and sooth, 
nay, the whole world would at once cry out ** the 
rod of the oppressor must be broken, and the captives 
shaU go free." The people then would no longer apo- 
logize for the oppressor, nor " choose^ nor advoeaie imy 
oj his ways.^^ 

The character of the ** kind, tfie * goocK,' the amiahU and 
ike pious " slaveholder apologizes for slaveiy, and tends 
to cast a shade of respectability over all its cruelties 
AND ABOMINATIONS, which DOW iDakes it barely sufier- 
able in the world. This would be so in relation to etny 
system of wickedness among men which can possibly be 
conceived of! For illustration, should all the dealen 
and tipplers in all intoxicating drinks in some town or city 
(whom we will now suppose at least able to attend to 
their business most of the time,) at once become notori- 
ous DRUNKARDS about the streets, rapidly ruining them- 
selves and their families ; like an earthquake, it would 
shock and alarm the whole community for its common 
safety ; and would probably ** instanfer '' fully convert 
them all over into ** simon jMire" cold water folks, and 
perhaps tetotal ^* abolitionists ^*for the whole liquid traffic, 
which threatened so speedily their entire destruction. 
The gilded drapery of respectability would thus be 
blown aside, and they would then have occular demon- 
stration from the uncovered sepulchre of pollution, that 
an evil so overwhelming from the necessity of the case 
could no longer be borne. They would all be terrified 
at feeling the very fabric of society trembling and giving 
way from under them. 
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How trw Uih ^ (hat the ekUdnH t>/<ftM «9#rM or* 
totter in thdr gtnertUum ikon ike ekiidrtn #/ UgkL^ It 
has always been the case in the world, that when anj 
system of business was bee^miag unpopular, that its 
friends would of course labour to direct the pubHc eye 
to its most respectable patrons and advocates. We all 
know this was remarkably the case when the respect* 
ability of** rum-selling and rum-drinking'^ was on the 
wane. It is the same now in relation to slatert* 

At the time also when the business of vending lot- 
tery TICKETS was becoming unpopular in diis state, 
how common it was for venders of tickets to present the 
•lergy with a ticket now and then, accompanied with 
their complimenU^ " hoping it would draw a good prize." 
All this was natural enough. It is also natural enoo^ 
to judge whether in most cases it was done to support 
the clergy with a desire thereby to sustain the gospel, or 
to seal up their mouths in the pulpit against the bnsiness 
which began to be talked of as a species of gambling. 
The mouths of more clergymen than one in this natioQ, 
and even northern ones too, are thus sealed up by the 
bribery of slavery in a way which some of them little 
think of. Which act of wickednen and hypocrisy woald 
God probably look upon with the greater abhorrent 
and more righteous indignation ; for a Missionary Society 
to receive a package of hilery tickets^ and to add die 
avails to its funds, or to receive the pious donation of th 
afiectionate wife, and mother, torn from the tender 
embraces of her husband and children in the Dis- 
trict OF Columbia by some gracioas hand^ and by the 
same sainted beings if not in person, yet by proxy, whip- 
ped all the way into the State of Mississippi, or Ala- 

29 
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bama, and th^re sold fbr the benefit of said aocieiyt with 
her posterity forever after her into endless slavery^ where 
it would be death for any living being to teach her and her. 
posterity even to read the alphabet, by which they might 
ipeU out the way of life and aahaiion ? 

What adds to the ** blackness of darkness," of a deed 
80 foul, is, that the avails of all this violent destruction 
of human liberty, and human happiness, is to be sane* 
timoniously applied to the purpose of converting the 
**poor heathen," to the suspicious religion of a dark 
slaveholding nation. 

But let me not be understood, as denominating the 
blessed and benevolent Chriaiian religion in its purity^ 
a slaveholding religion, for judgements from on high, 
will doubtless yet fall upon this nation, if this our Heav- 
en-daring reproach, be not unfeignedly repented of, and 
put away from us forever. We have long enough as a 
nation, grieved the God of the oppressed, and insulted 
the Majesty of Heaven and earth, by enslaving and op- 
pressing his poor. 

It certainly would seem to require a great amount of 
self-conlidence, for any minister of the gospel to bear 
up, under the manifest inconsistency, and great absurd- 
ity (which every child sees and feels,) of praying much 
publicly, for the poor heathen abroad, but none at all for 
the millions of the poor heathen at home, worse off, if 
possible, than the poor heathen abroad. When we do 
the one, let us not leave the other undone. 

Even the veriest infidel, let his sentiments about re- 
ligion, or about abolition, be what they may, sees the 
totally irreconcilable inconsistency of all this. Were it 
morally possible for an unbeliever, tp be converted to 
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any kind of chrbtianitj, undeir such prayers, it would 
most likely be to a ** alaveholding " Christianity. And 
with all the light on the subject of slavery, now blazing 
upon us, to say the least, its genuineness would be of a 
very doubtful character. 

However unkindly any reader may receive these 
plainly expressed views, I am still constrained to say, 
they are my irresistible convictions, which I must soon 
expect to meet at the judgement. 



.^ 



SECTION xir. 



** I AM OPPOSBD TO THE DISCUMIOlf OF SLAVKliry BE- 
CAUSE THERE ARE HUNDBBDS OF * GOOD ' 8LAFE- 
HOLDERS, WHO WOULD GLADLT EMANCIPATE THEIB 
SLAVES AT ONCE» IF THEIR LAWS WOULD ALLOW 
THEM TO DO SO.'^ 

This is another very plausible^ but kindred apology, 
with many others, for the indefinite, or rather endlein 
continuance of slavery. Let us together, carefully ex- 
amine this also, and see to what all this too, amounts. 

Grant that the slaveholders, for fear, in an unguard- 
ed moment, their hearts might relent, to let the bond- 
man go free, have bound themselves up, by the most 
wicked, and penal enactments, not to do so ; it only re- 
minds us of the interrogatory language of the Psalmist, 
addressed to the Almighty, on a similar occasion. 
*' Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowBhip vntk ihte^ 
which frameth mischief by a law ?^ 

Is not the same power which enacts a wicked law 
justly held accountable for its immediate abrogation ? 

And does not the anecdote of the little girl, which is 
sometimes told on this occasion, properly apply in this 
case ? viz. A mother directed a little girl in her absence 
to do up the work about house. On the mother's re- 
tumt the work was still undone, and the little girl's ex- 
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cuse was, that she had been tied up to the table leg. 
Tied up to the table leg, says the astonished mother 1 
Who tied you up, my dear ? 0,1 tied myself up. 

But, says one, this is not exactly a parallel case, for 
though these good slaveholders, at the south, who are so 
very anxious to emancipate their slaves, without delay, 
and cannot do it, on account of the law, did once, it is 
true, tie themselves up, but now they are very sorry for 
it ; and though they say the Bible commanded them to 
tie this knot, because slavery is a ** patriarchal institu- 
tion," '* and the best basis of freedom," yet they are try- 
ing with all their might, to untie it, but find they have 
tied it so hard, that they are utterly unable to do it. 

Now admit all this to be the case, that all these good 
mm^ are extremely sorry, they thus tied themselves up, 
as the Lord commanded them to do, and that they have 
tried every possible way to disobey God, and give their 
slaves their freedom, even to the ordering of their " nig- 
ger" drivers, to drive them to Canada, where all hu- 
man shackles and manacles, for **no crime in man," 
are forever knocked ofi*;. what I would say, is, if these 
good slaveholders, who would gladly without delay, give 
Uieir slaves their liberty, and h^ve tried every possible 
^ expedient " to effect it, but that such is the rigour of 
their own made laws, that they can in no wise do it ; one 
of two things, as the natural consequence most clearly 
follows, viz. either that these *^good slaveholders," 
(who would, as they say, do right,) should at once do 
rightf and no longer impiously charge theii» iniquity 
upon God. but at once repeal, or totally disregard such 
Heaven daring laws, and do as God plainly commands 
all to do, without an exception of name or circumstancey 

29* 
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or man-serringy and ^ God-prof oking ^' ^expmdienta^* 
without further cavil or delay » to undo the heavy biif^ 
dens^ break esery joke^ and let the oppressed go free^ 
and trust in the God of the oppressed, for the conse- 
quence of simply obeying him ; or^ that the whole people 
both north and souths who disapprove of such wickedf 
and high-handed oppression^ and slavery laws^ for both 
hhick and white« should at once rise en Aias8e» and open 
thehr mouths boldly, and testify against it, and give the 
oppressor no peace until he will break (he yoke, and kt 
the oppressed go free» 

The north should do it of course, for they have voted 
with the south for the admission of slave States, with 
these same constitutions. 

For men, thus deliberately, to bind themselves up for- 
•f er, by such horrid laws, does it not look like swearing 
eternal allegiance to the ^grim demon of darkness ;** for 
shouTd spirits from the abodes of purity, be permitted to 
behold such a state of things, woi]M (hey not conclude 
it must be the ^ infemai regions V* 

Can we not see, moreover, ftom such unrighteous 
kWs, let who may enact them, how deadly hostile the 
very nature and genius of slavery is, to liberty ? It 
seems to act upon that most miserly principle, of the 
eld adage, of ^^ keeping what it's got, and getting whnt 
it can." 

Suppose for example, that we find oucsdlves in a 
eeuntry, where the laws actually compel us to rob and 
(D steal,iBheuld we net at once disregard such laws, or 
l^ave such a country forever ! 

Surely robbing our fellow-men by law, not only of 
all ttiey ^ah he nuMle to earn by the iiweat of Aeir bcow. 
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under the bloody lash of the cruel task-master, but of 
their wives and children also, and then stealing the men 
themselves, ^^frorn themselves," must of all others con- 
ceivable, by many degrees, be the basest kind of rob- 
bery and thefl. 



SECTION XXII. 

^1 AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF BLAVERTt M 
CAUSE ▲ GREAT MANY PEOPLE AT THE NORTH 
don't treat THEIR OWN DOMESTICS AS TH11 
OUGHT." 



This all may be true, and when so, is sincerelj to hi 
regretted, and should at once, be repented of and cor- 
rected, by the good seuse, and the good principles oi 
community, just as slavery should be in the nation. 

But nevertheless, the objection amounts to just this, 
and nothing more, — that, because we may have some 
dogs in the land which will now and then ^ bite folks," 
we should not therefore kill or cage up the lions and 
the tigers, that are destroying the people by hundreds 
or by thousands. This same class of objections was 
once urged against the friends of temperance; that, 
because they were not perfectly temperate in all things, 
therefore the objector would not be found in their ^ so- 
ciety," neither must the ** cold-water folks " say a word 
against the ** drunkards and the sots," who were rapidly 
ruining themselves and their families, and were a pest 
in community. Time, however, next to eternity, that 
great ** revealer of secrets," has already developed the 
insincerity and the motives of this peculiar objector to 
temperance ; for the moment the standard of tempe- 
rance was raised according to this same objector's own 
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prescription, forgetting what he had been saying and 
doing, he was the very first man (with aome noble ex- 
ceptions) to exclaim, ** ultraism ** too fast, too fast 1 1 L" 

These examples are adduced as ilUtairoHve merely. 
Men, to our vision, are always too fast, orioo slow, in 
any cause to which we stand opposed. In a land of 
serpents, how would a man appear shoold he take an 
immovable stand, that, because the *^ serpent killers'^ 
would not first hunt up and kill off all the more harm- 
less ones without an excepti<»i, therefore, if all the 
people in the land should be bitten by RATTLXSifAKSS, 
he would not lift his finger to kelp kill one of them. 

We find objections precisely of this character often 
made, even to becoming Christians. ** I ought to be 
a Christian," says one, ** and intend to be ; but there is 
Mr. A., or Deacon B., one of your great professors^ 
who oflen does so and so, and whom, I believe, will go 
to destruction ;" and therefore, (the English is,) ** I am 
determined to do so and so likewise, and be his com- 
pany." 

I have adverted the more freely to all these familiar 
and stereotyped illustrations to all temperance people, 
for the reason that I think every consistent temperance 
man, like a ** Delavan," (who has recently nobly taken 
his stand in the anti-slavery ranks,) by the like process 
and dictate of common sense, will also speedily be an 
anti-slavery man. These, and the like objections, most 
clearly indicate very gr^at self-rigtUeousness in the ob- 
jector ; that is, in p\km interpretation, ** Stand by, for 
I am holier than thou, and will no^^be found in your 
society." But the light of truth, if not smothered and 
darkened by the hand of tyranny ; like the morning sun 
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Upon the dew, will soon scatter all these objections to 
the four winds. 

We freely admit all these encroachments upon others' 
rights, and all kinds of oppression, at the north, or in 
any part of the world, to be wrong, and should at once 
cease; but when we see. men who dwell exclusively 
upon these things, and seem not to know, that, as a 
nation, we have deprived two and a half millions of 
men, women, and children of all their rights, and are 
crushing them to the very earth under our feet ; does it 
not remind us of the priest and Levitish religion, of 
** straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel V* 



SECTION XXIII. 

**l AM OPP08BD TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, BE- 
CAUSE OUR GREATEST STATESMEN AND OUR GREAT- 
EST DIVINES ARE OPPOSED TO ITS DISCUSSION, AND 
THEY OUGHT TO KNOW BEST ; AND THAT IT IS ONLY 
A FEW FANATICS, AND * WEAK-MINDED MEN AND 
WOMEN,' WHO ARE IN FAVOUR OF DISCUSSING IT." 

Be it so> if you please. It was recorded on a certain 
occasion, as a kind of check upon undue confidence in 
man, ** that great men are not always wise ; and that 
neither do the aged eUwaya understand judgement. '^ 
Job xxxii. 9. We also read upon the pages of divine 
truth, (Isaiah be. 22,) these words, which should also 
tend to check our vain presumption in making flesh our 
arm : '' A Utile one shall chase a thousand^ and a small 
one a strong naium; I the Lord will hasten it in his 
time." And we read also : ** but many that are first 
shall be last, and the last shall be first." And again : 
** Jesus saith unto them ; did ye never read in the 
Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the head of the corner ? This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes." 

The Supreme Ruler of the universe unquestionably 
overrules the affairs both of Church and of State in this 
world, and will yet bring order out of seeming confusion, 
and strength out of apparent weakness; but whether 
in mercy or in judgement to this guilty nation, it is 
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not for mortal man to say. And has he not also said, 
that he would take ** the weak things of the world to 
confound the mighty ?" Did he not most emphatically 
do this for our fathers, when he ** caused one to chase 
a thousand, and two to put ten thousand to flight t" 

I suppose, in consequence of the wonders that he 
wrought in accomplishing our independence through 
our leader, that the God of Washington has been as 
much more honoured by the nations of the earth as was 
the God of Daniel ( ! No doubt, too, that the name 
of Israel's God was more venerated in the eyes of all 
the Philistines, when he ^ook up little David and killed 
the great Goliath, than though he had killed him with a 
stronger man than he. I know very well that ** worldly 
wise men," in their own vainglorious conceits, impious- 
ly sneer at all this, even such men as call slavery the 
** best basis of freedom ;" but they not only show their 
impiety in so doing, but their ignorance, too, of past 
events, both sacred and profane. Probably God knows 
better how to glorify his own name than great statesmen 
or great divines do, hovDcver wise attd prophetic some 
may even claim to beH 

Politicians themselves, moreover, independent of the 
admission of the interposition of divine power, have still 
ever been compelled to admit that the honesty and 
virtue requisite to effect any great and valuable reform 
in all ages have been found alone (with here aind there 
a splendid exception,) in the common walks of life. 
Here are found the men as a general principle who 
constitute the main hope against aristocracy, monarchy, 
and despotism in the world ; and against the doctrine 
that '' slavery is the best basi» of freedom ;" and '^they 
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(ail to be at their posts with their lamps trimmed and 
burning and oil in their lamps ; or in other language, if 
applied politically, if they fail to be intelligent, virtuous, 
and vigilant, we must of course forever despair of main- 
taining a free government by tlie people, and tyrants 
will subvert our liberties. Whenever this has not been 
the case in any country, first, anarchy and misrule, and 
ultimately despotism has ensued, as one of the most 
natural results in the usual train of human events. The 
whole is seen at one entire view '* in means adapted to 
an end." And who that has common observation must 
not but see the baneful influence of the rich and power- 
ful as a general thing (though some noble and brilliant 
exceptions are most cheerfully admitted ;) who seem to 
be sayiug to themselves — ** My soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for thyself for many years, take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry." It is this very spirit, origi- 
nated in the pride of colour, learning, rank, and wealth, 
which is constantly strengthening the iron bands of 
slavery in the world, entirely regardless of colour ; for 
who cannot see that one possessed of the presumptuous 
spirit to suppose that he is rich, and increased in goods 
and power, and hath need of nothing, would not be very 
likely to think much^ feel much, or do much about the 
emancipation of ** niggers ?" This characteristic is not 
only abundantly portrayed in the Scriptures, but one 
which we see fully exemplified from every day's obser- 
vation. Like circumstances very naturally produ^^ 
like sympathies, said a fugitive from American Of- 
pression while on his way to Canada for fi^edom ; I 
dare not trust myself even with coloured people^ if they 
have not themselves been slaves. Hence we see thai 

30 



300 LIBERTY AWD tLAVSRT 

not many ** mighty f and not many nobk^** will tako the 
-lead :n unpopular causes. 

As an encouraging and redeeming prineiple in the 
world, it is true however, that palrioHmn^ phdUmtbropfff 
and religion^ do, at times, induce individuab nobly to 
rise above all these lower and more sordid princif^es ef 
action. While the north is congratulating itself witll 
northern wealth and northen independence and feeling, 
that its mountain stands strong, and is tauntingly sajFing 
to the so much despised abolitionists — ^ Why trouble 
ye yourselves about southern * niggers,^ ye fanatics, ye 
agitators, and ye incendiaries 11' and is deeply absorbed 
in the cdntemplation of schentes how to get rich, and 
still richer, in goods ** that perish with their using ;" an 
Omnipotent arm may bring down our high towers in a 
way that we think not ! ! We should certainly think that 
the unlooked-for and unprecedented shock jus! felt In 
the pecuniary and commercial world, would teach us 
all, ** that while we stand, to take heed lest we fall." 

While we have been blessed as a nation in religious 
toleration beyond any other people on earth ; and while 
the wilderness through unnumbered divine, as well as 
temporal blessings, has been made to '* bud and to bhs* 
8om a$ the roae^^^ still if the Church in this land, which 
has been so highly favoured with all the means of salva- 
tion from on high, shall be guilty of the most grievous 
sin against God, of withholding all these blessings from 
llie millions' of bondmen in her very midst, may he not 
in his righteous displeasure, at a time and in a way of 
which we little think, speedily deprive us too of that 
which we are so unrighteously withholding from others 
ef our own countiymen 1 And for this proud and wicked 
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contempt of the immortal workmanship of his own 
hands, in his holy anger may he not leave us to become 
a distracted, wretched, and desolate people ? From the 
signs of the times, are theie not some most fearful indi- 
cations already of such a terrible approaching judgement^ 
unless as a nation we speedily put away from us the 
great and crying oppressions of the land ? Is it not to 
be feared that we have been sowing the winds, and may 
be lefl to reap the whirlwind.^' And also, if the great 
body of the people, either through culpable ignorance, 
or criminal indolence, shall suflfer themselves to be 
deluded from their true interests by the oAen un- 
meaning sounds of the flattering accents >* democracy, 
republican and equal rights," from aspiring and " expe- 
dient '' politicians of any name, without consistent prac- 
tical specimens of their sincerity ; like other repubUci 
gone before us, in the very midst of all these self con- 
gratulations, ere we are aware of it, may we too not 
become a nation of slaves ? 



SECTION XIIV. 



** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLA VERT, 
BECAUSE THE SLAVEHOLDERS WILL DISSOLVK 
THE UNION IF WE DISCUSS IT." 



I MIGHT also add to this objection that the slave* 
holders at the south, with the aid of their servile abettorsy 
and pro-slavery apologists at the north, will take away 
the conaiitutioncU right ofpeHlion^reedom of speech, and 
the liberty of the preaa^ from the people, if they attempt 
to discuss slavery. 

Did I say they wiU do it ? In this expression, however, 
I have but used the wrong tense : it should have been, 
they have done it. Instance the late outrageous, des- 
potic, unconstitutional gag4aw resolutions introduced 
by Mr. Patton, a slaveholding member of Congress 
from Virginia, to prove the one, and all the disgraceful* 
unrebuked, pro-slavery riots in the land to put down 
free discussion to prove the other. 

The ever notable slaveholder's resolution alluded to, 
and which is so highly insulting to a people called free» 
will be found disgracing the congressional journals of 
American citizens, who are yet tantalized with the mere 
name free, as recorded December 2, 1837 : Ayes 122, 
Nayes 74. 

All the names of those who voted on this memorable 
occasion, both of the friends and of the enemies of tho 
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liberttes of the pboplBv should be held up before the 
nation and the world ; on the one hand for oratbful 
REMEMBRANCE ; &nd on the other^ for rigkUau$ inddgnth 
iion^ conUmpt^ and 9com. 

But I have only spacel here to record the obnoxioui 
reiolution itself which is as follows : — 

*' Resolved^ That all memorioUf pMian$f and pupert^ 
touching the abolition of slavery, or the hayingt selling* 
or transfer of slaves in any state, territory^ or district of 
the United States, shall be laid on the tabh^ withoui 
readings or reference^ or printings and thai no further 
action whatever ahail be had thereon.** 

If there be a freeman in this Union, (and in this case 
more especially a northern one,) who has the '76 kin4 
of spirit of freedom in him, I must say, that for the time 
being, at least, he must be devoid of patriotic sensibility 
if he does not most keenly feel his own flesh shrinking 
and quivering under the task'-master^s crud and gorjf 
lash upon his scarred back^ and feel his own limbs aching 
with his driver^s clanking and galling chains^ in the 
very spirit as well as the letter of this unheard-of tyran- 
nical resolution. I feel compelled to say, that if there 
be one who has not something of this feeling, that I can* 
not avoid the pmnfid thought^ that he must himself at 
least be in a rapid process of insensible preparation for 
skmeholding vassalage. 

We are very prone to speak of the aristocracy, the 
tyranny, and the despotism of other nations ; but where 
is there a power on earth, save that which is idfsolutelfi 
despotism itsdf that has ever dared to take such a 
stride over the liberties of the people ? How greatlj 
do our northern delegation in Congrees themsehres oeeil 

«08 
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to be emancipated by tbe peoplb, that they may enjoy 
perfect freedom of debate^ not the freedom of tho body 
merely, but the liberty of the aotU. 

When the people of Great Britain, (against whom 
some of our people often lavish their censures unspar- 
ingly) petitioned their parliament for years on the same 
subject, that parliament never thought of a denial to the 
people of their own sticred right of petition^ and slavery 
throughout the whole British dominions has been in'con- 
sequeoce most happily^ honourably^ and peacefvUy abol- 
ished. This is the very thing that American de^potM and 
slaveholding politicians are afraid of. 

But as to the objection to the discussion of slavery, 
because the slaveholders will dissolve the Union, in- 
stead of its being ** prudence^^ thus to unman ourselves 
by surrendering all our constitutional fundamental rights 
to slaveholders upon such a plea, it would be like fear- 
ing to ask a man for a just debt« lest perchance he should 
be offended and run his country, or commit suicide. 

The south, after all her threats and abuse of the north, 
unless indeed she shall become absolutely insane, and 
fully prepared to plunge herself into the very mouth of 
her own ** volcano^^^ never will seriously attempt to run 
away from tbe^Union any farther than she can carry the 
government of th^ United States, with all its advantages, 
with her. In this sense, the south have for years been 
running away from^ or rather running away xoith^ the 
Union. 

There would probably be some northern sychophants 
to southern dictation that would hurra for the Union ! 
and call it all patriotism^ if they actually saw the Union ou 
wheels rotting towards MsxicQ^ tfalreudy ai» the way^ as 
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fait U9. Texas. It is irue^ that by the unconstitutionat 
and overbearing course pursued by slaveholdiog poli/t- 
ciana towards the north, growing out of the institutioQ 
and the very despotic spirit of slaveryt if much longer 
persisted in, may become unendurable on the part of the 
north, and in this sense the south might indeed be said 
to compel the north to dissolve the Union in order to en- 
joy that constitutional freedom which their fathers pur- 
chased for them, and which no freeman without it« 
enjoyment considers life a blessing. 

But I still entertain the consoling hope that the body 
of the people, both north and south, will yet firmly settle 
down upon our great fundamental, and constitutional 
principles of rational civil liberty. 

In no other way than carrying the Union with her, 
will the south ever dissolve the Union on account of 
her slavery, even though it be investigated to the very 
depths of all its abominations. 

All that is wanting to abolish slavery and save the 
Union, is for the entire free states to stand firm to the 
Constitution, in nobly sustaining /reecbm of speechf 
liberty of the press, and the right of petition. If there 
be any danger in this case, here it lies ; for short of 
this, our own liberties and the liberties of the nation 
are gone ! ! 

Deer as slavery is to the south,, and as long as she 
has worshipped this idol, she would 80oner,/ar sooner 
renounce it, than she would seriously hazard the maniac 
and desperate attempt to run away from the Union any 
farther, as remarked, than she can carry the Union along' 
with her. There may be some reckless, wiprincipled^ 
and ambitious folitioians at the south, who,, could thef 
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imagine themselves able to stand under tbe heavy k>ad» 
might attempt to pwhin the whole Union, dacery and ali, 
and as before said, not stop with it short of Texas or 
Mexico. 

But among the great body of the nBOPLs at die 
south, there are most unquestionably thousands who 
are both enbmibs to slavery and friends to the Un- 
ion, who are themselves under slaveholding political 
oppression almost equal to slavery itself. What adda 
greatly to the present wickedness and horror of the in- 
stitution of American slavery, is, that unprincipled and 
ambitious politicians, to a greater or a less extent in 
the whole nation^ either direeUy or indireetly^ stop at 
nothing to make it a vast engine of corrupt political pow- 
er. It requires but little discernment to see this, to one 
who will just observe the moving of the waters. Political 
power, corrupt as it is, does sometimes accomplish won- 
ders. ^' The wicked, for a time, do often fiourish and 
spread themselves like the green bay tree.^ 

Even to carry the whole Union to Texas and to 
Mexico, the southern monster '* slavery '' has strength 
to accomplish, if he can but succeed in destroying the 
a>wiier''draught by lulling our northern samsons to 
sleep, and by bribery, employ some evil Delilahs to^ 
shear off their locks. The ^^hoax" about the south 
dissolving the Union in the sense of barely breaking 
off her allegiance to the federal government, has ofien 
reminded me of the turbulent and disobedient son, who 
would frequently threaten his good father that he would 
hang himself if he would not grant him certain unrea- 
sonable favours : till at length the father prepared a rope 
and preaented it to his very dtttifnl son, at the smne 
i: ■ 
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time earnestly pointing out to him a convenient place 
where he might put his impious threat into execution. 

This hopeful youth becoming satisfied that he could 
not bring his father to his unreasonable terms in this way^ 
remained quiet awhile ; but at length changed his threat 
to that of runping away^ never to return to his father's 
house. The long abused father, who by this time had 
learned wisdom from experience, instantly turned his 
rebellious and unnatural son out of his house, with the 
stem injunction never to return, but with unfeigned re- 
pentance for his former conduct, and a full determination 
to obey his proper and rightful authority. The sturdy 
lad then finding himself indeed o6%ec2 to go, reluctantly 
lefl his slighted father's house, but cherishing the secret 
and last hope upon which his obstinacy hung, that his 
affectionate father would soon be after him to importune 
him to return. 

But being disappointed in this also, and remaining 
away until he was reduced to want, beggary, and ex- 
treme wretchedness, '* came to himself," and like the 
prodigal, returned to his father, '' weeping bitterly, and 
humbly confessed the wrongs he had done him." 

Says one who intimately understands the history of 
our government, ** the southern threat of dissolving the 
Union is co-existent with the Union itself. Once they 
demanded a tariff, and threatened to rend the Union if 
we did not yield. We bowed the head in submission. 
Again, they said, let Missouri enter the Union, or it is 
dissolved. We bowed again. Repeal the protectiye 
tariff, or we will withdraw. Prostrate, we again kissed 
the dust. Finally, this is but the sixth time that the 
threat has been uttered," 
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The danger of the Union being dissolved, (if there be 
danger from any quarter,) lies altogether on the ** oiher 
nde of the Itaust.*^ Skould §lavery be c<mHmud and eX' 
tended^ it watUd doubtless uUimaiely dissokt the Unum ; 
but if abolishedf would '' most gloriously '^ preserve it : 
and then, instead of slaveholders ^* blowing the Unioa 
into atoms," our posterity might become a great and an 
honourable nation, with its four or five hundred millionfi 
of people, all feemen indeed! 

But let us ever bear in mind that our constitutional 
lU>erties, Treedom of speech, and the right of petition, 
must he firmly maintained^ or these millions of our pos* 
terity, would be but so many millions of degraded vas* 
sals to some cruel and bloody despot ! It should be 
remembered, that without freedom of speech, all else is 
slavery. Let the vast country of Texas be annexed to 
the Union, and carved up into some eight or ten slave 
States for southern slaveholding political power ; and let 
slavery in all the present twelve slave States be still ra- 
pidly increasing ; and from 4he already vastly unequal 
scale of political representation between the slavehold- 
ing and the free states, the southern numsttr would 
soon be found dragging northern liberties to his iron car 
with giant strengUi. 

Indeed, we already feel his power, or rather see his 
Ueih^ and hear him growl and roar in his den, when he 
peremptorily demands that our mouths shall be gagged^ 
our presses muzzled^ our citizens scourged^ and bids up 
high and tempting bounties for the ears and the heads of 
our northern fellow-citizens, who do not at once surren- 
der up their dearest and their most clear constitutional 
rights upon the despotic and bloody altar of slavery » 
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Much as tbe north Iotos the Union upon consiUutional 
and honourable prmcipUs^ consistent with rational liber* 
iy ; if either must be mrrendered^ is it not greatly to be 
hoped she will prefer to retain her constitutional free- 
dom? 

Moreover, this southern monster has akeadjbabished 
from his dark dominions all northern citizens of the 
Union, so far as regards the constitutional exercise of 
the right of speech, so sacredly and so clearly guarantied 
to every citizen of the United States. 

•American freemen cannot 91010 travel in safety through 
their own nation^ unless they will bow down and worship 
slavery. And what to me is most alarming in all this, is, 
that this voice /rom the south, ** of thunder tonfs,'' does 
not awake the north to her own danger ! ! ! 

Does she require a voice loud enough to awake her, 
which awakes her only to her own ruin? I am well 
aware that we hear from some interested northern politi* 
cians, (but not from southern ones,) that we should, on 
no occasion whatever, be heard to lisp a syllable about 
north and south. But from this opinion I wholly dis- 
sent. Let the truths the whole truths and nothing but <Jks 
iruth, be told, 

I was quite recently forcibly reminded of the import- 
ance of*' eternal vigUance^** (in a people who would long 
be free,) in checking the incipient steps of despotism 
among them, while listening to a speech of the Hoa. 
Ashley Samson, of the city of Rochester, on the freedom 
of speech and the press. I take the liberty to quote a very 
few remarks of that gentleman, in his own language, on 
that occasion, as being much to my purpose in thui 
place. 
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«» Enqroachmmts upon our liberties," said he, ^ are 
oAeo gradual and inndiotu. The time to arrcMt iKmr 
progress is in the commencement. 

** Oppression is oflen more dangerous in its prtficf- 
pU$ than in its effects. At the commencement of our 
revolution, the amount of actual oppression was con^^ 
roHvely small. There was, to be sure, a two-penny 
tax on tea, and other similar measures. Had this been 
all, it might have been endured. 

** But our fathers saw in these arbitraiy acts the germ 
of still more high-handed oppression. Thej saw the 
gradual approach of despotism." 

Here the speaker most happily quoted the eloquent 
language of Burke, ** that they (our fathers) scented 
the approach of tyranny on every tainted breeze." 

This gentleman is not yet, I believe, a professed 
abolitionist ! ! But how can men of this class of mind 
long be otherwise? Indeed, I trust they will not 6e, 
after their attention shall long have been directed to the 
whole subject. 

The reader will doubtless see^ that these enlightened 
and patriotic views are stiictly and forcibly applicable 
to our case as a people at the present time ; for if the 
monster, slavery, while yet in his infancy, has power to 
nullify one of the dearest and most valuable articles of 
the American constitution, and, by Lynch law, disfran- 
chise northern citizens of this Union, what could he not 
do, if suffered to live until he attain his full mammoth 
GROWTH ? Would he then have but to shake his ter- 
rible locks, and the now called free states be compelled 
to revolt, or to bow down and tremble for very fear? 
Would not then the long delightful note, " Union," 
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oease to charm us, should we cease to associate liber* 
TT with it? 

Aside from anj corrupt designs of unprincipled and 
ambitious politicians, what possible object could the 
south, as a people^ have, to even wish the Union dis- 
solved on account of their slavery t If they were now, 
with Texas and all their sUwery^ a nation by them- 
selves, and an enclosure thrown about them as high 
and as broad as the Chinese wall, the same powerful 
moral influence in the whole civilized world would still 
exist against the wickedness and the abominations of 
slavery^ and would find its way among them, to their 
*' eternal annoyance,^' upon every wholesome breeze - 
from the four quarters of the globe. 

And furthermore, what additional political security 
for their ** peculiar institution" would they have, by 
being an independent slaveholding nation? Were it 
even «o, this moment, the slaves would doubtless re- 
joice at it ; for then^ in escaping from bondage instead 
of skulking and dodging all the way to Canada^ their 
shackles would forever fall off the moment they crossed 
Mason and Dixon's line. The Potomac and the Ohio 
rivers would very soon be as full of the oppressed sons 
of Africa floating to a land of freedom, as they were 
said to be some years ago with black squirrels at a time 
of their general emigration. At such an event the poor 
slaves would, moreover, rejoice; because noiv, under 
their iron reign of oppression and Un*or^ they are often 
told, (and as things now are, these slaveholders claim 
a political right so to inform them,) that in case they 
ever strike for their/reeciom, the " tohole United States 
would at once fall upon them^ a$id ctil tiiem off from ike 
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foe* of the earih.*^ But if the skiTeholder could depend 
on no foreign aid, the slave would soon well under- 
■(and, that it would be master against slave, single- 
handed, or perhaps many of the oppressed against okb 
oppressor!!! 

In contemplating the rektion t>f this nation to its 
alavery, I cannot avoid regarding it, m one point of 
new, as harbouring within its borders an immense arm^ 
ofheo miUions and a half, composed at present of it« 
mortal- enemy, with which the nation must soon honour^ 
aUy capUulaie^ or be destroyed by it. But konourahle 
treaties make friends!! I do not mean that the slares 
now have the physical power to destroy the nation single- 
handed. But should a great and a general insurrection 
break out, the variously contending and warring ele- 
ments, as a just judgement from on high, might easily 
effect the entire destruction of the whole iwtion !!! 



SECTION XXV 



** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSIOK OF BLATERT, BE- 
CAUSE, ALTHOUGH I HOLD TO FREE DISCUSSION, AND 
THINK THE SUBJECT MIGHT BE DI80USSEI> IN A WAY 
TO DO GOOD, BUT THESE ^ MODERN ' ABOLITIONISTS 
ARE SO DENUNCIATORY AND ABUSIVE, AND MANIFEST 
SUCH AN UNCHRISTIAN SPIRIT, I THINK THE SUBJECT 
OF SLAVERY BETTER NOT BE AGITATED AT ALL, FOR 
IT ONLY EXCITES MOBS." 

This is the very man of all others, who should himself 
at once, be crowned " mob- master general/' It is this 
very class of plausible, ^ smooth-faced " men, who are 
of all others, the most dangerous. 

There is nothing to be feared, but every thing to be 
hoped, in a free government, from frank, brave, open- 
hearted men, who promptly speak out their honest sen- 
timents on all important subjects, as diey should do. 
We always know just where to find such men, and we 
always have the benefit of their sentiments, for what 
they are worth. 

If the people mean long to be free, they must not 
only think freely, but they must also speak freely and 
independently ; and the man who will not do this him* 
self, but waits for some ^ great head man '' to speak for 
him, and the man also, instead of crying, mob ! mob ! 
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who will Qot firmly stand bj and protect others, in the 
exercise of this right, (if his manner is not so pleasant 
as he could wish,) is the very man who is pursuing the 
most effectual course to subvert his own, and his coun- 
try's liberties ! I 

No matter what the subject before the public, we 
must bravely meet it, without flinching, if we would long 
be free aurselvesj and have our country free. 

This objector, manifests on the very face of his ob« 
jection, a gross absurdity. He first finds great fault 
with the manner in which others discuss the subject of 
slavery ; then says it might be discussed in a way to do 
good, but will not discuss it himself. He is constitu- 
tionally privileged like every other freeman, to enjoy his 
own peculiar manner, being accountable for any abuse 
of this high privilege, not to an unreasonable, infuriated 
mob, but to the wholesome, safe, and constitutional laws 
of his country. 

- The long-sighted, and wise framers of our most ex- 
cellent constitution, understanding mankind well, and 
looking down the vista of time, and beholding mahy 
millions of American freemen, with as great a variety 
of dispositions, temperaments, habits, and circumstan- 
ces, as there were individuals, and all difiering in feel- 
ing at different times, from themselves, as much as from 
one another, and having an endless diversity of conflict- 
ing interests, saw no way in which freedom could pos- 
sibly be secured to each and to all, but to secure to 
each and to all, or rather to confirm, the Heaven-bom 
inalienable right of pursuing happiness ; or discussing 
subjects in his, or their own way, being answerable for 
the abuse of this right to wise constitutional laws only. 
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TheM sage men undoubtedly had in their eje, aUy nay ! 
much more than all these considerations. 

They doubtless supposed, that every man possessed 
as much of a guarantied constitutional right to say to 
any many or to any set of men, that he or they had been 
guiUy of telling a falsehood, as that they had ** been 
guilty '' of telling the truth. If the charge was slander^ 
ous, the accused of course had the remedy, by the good 
laws of his country in such cases provided, with all the 
civil advantages of a court of justice. 

Every man therefore, is of course, constitutionallyy 
just as much entitled to his own ** peculiar manner '' of 
^Uhinking and speaking," under these perfectly safii 
constitutional provisions for all parties, as he is to wear 
his own peculiar hat^ or his own peculiar eoai^ of which 
he became lawfully possessed. 

And the man who attempts to deprive him of his con- 
stitutional rights of freedom of thought and of speech, 
except when he makes himself liable to some wise con^.- 
stitutional law, and then to do it in a lawful manner, is 
just as much a robber, nay, a robber of far more sa- 
cred property, than though he should take his hat, hia 
coat, or his purse, without liberty. 

In a late speech of Wendell Phillips, Esq. to a large 
audience in Faneuil Hall in Boston, on the occasion of 
the assassination of Lovejoy, for his exercising his con- 
stitutional freedom of speech, he said, *« James Otis 
once thundered in this Hall^ when the King of England 
but touched his pocket; but, continued thia gentleman, 
what mortal pen could have written down his burning 
eloquence, had England ofiered to put a gag upon hm 
LIPS ! !" 

81* 
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This is the very doctrine for amy people, who mean 
long to be free. 

When any of their rights are disputed, this is the very 
time, most to contend for them, with undaunted ^ourage, 

and MANLT FIRMNESS. .^'^^ 

And even if a man, or a body of men, were sUluitfired 
by means of this wise and indispensable constitutional 
toleration, so necessary to establish and maintain ration- 
al freedom, it were far better, and more honourable to 
ourselves and to our country, to expose the slanderer to 
public gaze and rebuke, by free discussion and counter 
testimony, than violently to destroy his property, ** break 
his head," or take his life ! ! If the slandered sustain 
pecuniary damages by the slanderer, he of course, has 
his remedy at the law, if he be disposed to avail himself 
of it. Mobocrats are always both physical and moral 
cowards ! ! ! 

But if men alleging themselves to be slandered, re- 

: sort to a violent, or to a slanderous course in return, 

they are indeed but too fully proving to all the world, 

that their feet are upon a sandy foundation, that their 

cause is untenable. 

I was indeed quite forcibly struck with the truth of 
this general principle, which I think may very justly be 
considered of almost universal application, in just now 
casting .mj eye upon an article in a public journal, in 
relation to James Watson Webb, whom report says 
recently procured the murder of Gilley by the hand of 
Giiyires, in the late duel at Washington, for words spo- 
ken in debate by Gilley, on the floor of Congress, in 
]|lRtion to the conduct of Webb. 

The article alluded to is as follows : — 
The general effect is, instead of reUeving Webb from 
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the charge as to the United States' Bank, to revive the 
story in every man's mouth ; and men are heard in all 
parts of the town to express their full belief in the charge, 
who hitherto were silent, or doubted. People are rush- 
ing to the Courier office, and expressing their abhorrence 
of Jus conduct by discontinuing their subscriptions. It 
is said and believed, that he has already lost some 500 
subscribers. Friends and foes condemn him, and abhor 
his conduct. A public meeting has been called ; and 
so great and strong was. the excitement, that I am afraid 
he is not safe in the city." 

I cannot fully vouch for the truth of all these state- 
ments ; but only say, that should they prove in all respect* 
correct, they do but illustrate the principle, that it is ever 
a bad cause which will not admit of being carefully ex- 
amined and *' reasoned upon." 

If this doctrine be correct, what are we obliged to 
say then to slaveholders, who will not manfully meet us 
half way, and discuss the merits of slavery like men, 
instead of first menacing the north with secession, and 
next appealing to its aristocracy to help them in their 
ambitious designs upon the north 1 If they will do 
so, and will prove slavery to be right, I, for one, will 
most cheerfully yield the controversy, and be ready to 
make all reparation for injury in my power ; but if they 
fail to do this, and I succeed in proving slavery to be 
wrong, and greatly oppressiog my brother, then shall I 
claim a heavy verdict against the slaveholder, and his 
apologists and abettors, from a jury of all Heaven and 
earth. 

No violence^ by the sordid policy of individuals, o(^f ' 
governments, can very long be safely and successfifflj 
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practised to parry off the influence of any dreaded re- 
sult of investigation. 

Our government once tried the experiment of attempt- 
ing to put down freedom of opinioiiiD the enactment of 
tjie ever memorable alien and seAl|» laws. 

These laws, which in themselves were far less daqger- 
ous to the liberties of the people, than are the Congres- 
sional GAG-LAW resolutions of 1838, were most promptly 
*^ expunged " by the people through the elevation of Mr. 
Jefferson to the. highest office in their gift upon the 
single sentiment, (of which Mr. Jefferson was the author, 
and the unflinching advocate while he lived,) that ** error 
of opinion may be safely tolerated, while reason is left 
free to combat it." So it will continue to be with a 
people so long as they are destined to be free. 

These odious alien and sedition laws, commonly 
known by the name of the *^ gag laws," were long re- 
membered by the people with a kind of patriotic hor- 
ror ! ! ! But by the violence which has been practised 
of late in suppressing freedom of opinion, and in many 
instances passively tolerated, I have sometimes thought 
it was almost to be feared that that virtuous indignation 
which once existed against encroachments upon any of 
our constitutional and fundamental rights, is measurably 
obliterated from the public mind, and that in the days of 
our prosperity we had nearly forgotten what were the 
landmarks of our fathers. 

And here I cannot forbear to say again, that if we de- 
sire long to be free, the great fundamental principles of 
all truly free governments, the conscientious right of 
ommoft, of 4pe«c^, and of pc/tKoit, must forever take the 
laul, and hold a distinguished prominence in the publi<^ 
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mind above all other considerations of which we can 
possibly conceive in relation to human governments, 
and all the rights of man. 

Even a ^* Uniom " whose territory might embrace the 
GLOBE, should not for a moment be suffered to pervert 
our higher principles, or to blind our eyes so far, that we 
would sacrifice these only fundamental principles of 
human freedom. 

No considerations whatever should make us falter for 
a moment in the firm support of these original and broad 
principles of all civil liberty among men. 

Even the love of union, (which ought indeed in every 
part of the land to be but another name for liberty^ 
should not however be suffered to deceive us, and lead 
us astray from the only principles by which a free go- 
vernment can possibly be sustained. 

That admirable sentiment so beautifully expressed, 
** liberty and union, one and inseparable^ now and for^ 
ever," is most unquestionably correct in the very sense 
in which it ever ought to be understood ; that is, that so 
long as a people are harmonious, and cordially united in 
sentiment, whether in political or religious faith, there 
will be true liberty among that people. But if this sen- 
timent is to be grossly and dangerously perverted, as 
some in our country but too evidently would have it ; 
and to be made to mean a union of territory mei'ely, en- 
tirely regardless of all moral or political principles of 
action, or as the mere theatre of ambitious and unprin- 
cipled demagogues, whether slaveholding, political, ec- 
clesiastical, or of whatever name ; then for one, I shall 
most certainly forever protest against any such con- 
struction ; for if such a construction be a correct one. 
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then most assuredly our digunion from Great Britain 
would at once have reduced us to «tov«ry and va$9ak^€f 
instead of elevating us to liberty and independence. If 
we mean to be freemen indeed* let us never be induced 
by the flattery o£ aychophanU^ or by the frowns of tyrani$ 
to deseit the first great landmarks of all rational liberty, 
the unabridged freedom of speech and right oj petition* 

Neither must we as a ^' sovereign people" degrade 
ourselves by cringing and begging for these RIGHTS 
when ro66edof them by our servants^ (despotically called 
rulerSf) but take them in our own ** sovereign capaciH/ " 
as our own lateftU property^ for nothing short of this 
would be manifesting to the world the true dignity of a 
free people. 

I mean nothing more by this than that we should eTar 
nobly and manjuUy act up to the very spirit and privi- 
leges of our hwsi and our once idoli^d «on«Mfi(«om 



SECTION XXVI. 



**I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
BECAUSE I DO NOT BELIEVE IN THESE PEOPLE 
WHO TALK SO MUCH ABOUT ABSTRACT PRINCI- 
PLES OF RIGHT AND WRONG, FOR I BELIEVE SUCH 
PRINCIPLES ARE ALL ' MOONSHINE.' " 

Herb we see the rery *' cloven foot" itself exposed to 
horrid view. So thought revolutionary France, when in 
her dreadful infatuation, she publicly discarded and 
*^ burned with fire " the only revelation from Heaven to 
men, as ** a guide to their Jeet^ and a lamp to their 
path^^^ when she then knelt down and worshipped the 
God of '* expediency," and all were let loose ; and every 
man's hand was found against his fellow ; and blood 
flowed at every pore through the streets of Paris. 

The truth is, that a great and a high-minded states- 
man, who acts for his whole country, and nothing but his 
country (save his God,) and who plants his feet, as did 
our noble ancestors, upon the immutable, eternal, and 
inalienable rights of man, differs as widely from a mere 
quibbling, vacillating, ^' expediency," party politician, as 
are the poles apart. The one is the true beacon light 
that guides the weather-beaten mariner safe into port ; 
the other^ that false, deceptive light, that ** lures but to 
deceive," and ultimately leads the anxious mariner to 
shipwreck and ruin. The one^ is like the very sun in 
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the Heavens, which erer shines by its own native light ; 
and the oiher^ like that opaque body, which but dimly 
shines, and that, too, only by the reflection of its bor- 
rowed light, while all is darkness within. The one, in 
short, is fitted to illuminate, and to save a nation ; and 
the other, but to darken, bewilder, and destroy it. 



SECTION XXVII. 



''I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
BECAUSE THE NORTH ARE ALREADY OPPOSED TO 
SLAVERY, AND THAT IS ENOUGH." 



What say the slaveholding politicians of the south on 
this point? and how responds the pro-slavery dema- 
gogues of the north to it? 

Mr. Calhoun, a slaveholder, has just proclaimed in 
the Senate of the United States, as a reason why anti- 
slavery petitions from northern citizens to Congress 
should be spumed, and contemptuously trampled under 
the feet of the public servants of the " sovereign peo- 
ple," that the north were not opposed to slavery, except 
** women and children." 

There are, it is true, many noble hearted and intelli- 
gent females at the north, and some, I trust, at the south* 
who do indeed loathe and abhor slavery in all its forms, 
as the abomination of all abominations ^ as a system 
which rudely and most cruelly seizes and tears their 
suffering and ill-fated sisters from their bosom compa- 
nions, — from their children, and all that they hold dear 
on earth, — and hurries them off into a returnless and 
cruel bondage. There are also many children at the 
north *who are yet uncontaminated by the corrupting 
and ** heart-hardening " process of the ever-blighting, 
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skT^oldingf and part/ ** expediency ^ spirit, whose 
«* youDg and simple " hearts do indeed burn with the 
honest indignation of nature, at the sad story of the dis- 
tressing wrongs practised upon thousands of their inno- 
cent fellow-children in bondage, who are constantly 
** being torn " by the iron grasp of the slaveholder from 
the affectionate embrace of their fond parents. When 
they hear these heartrending tales of sorrow and of wo, 
they seem hardly to believe that such things can be done 
by ** human " beings, and listen to the recital of painful 
fiicts with the like terror as that which is excited in their 
minds by accounts of the ravages of wild beasts upon 
their human prey. 

But, would it were the fact, that not only a few phi- 
lanthropic female hearts at the north were liOed up to 
Heaven in supplication to the God of the oppressed, in 
behalf both of the oppressor and the oppressed, but that 
every female heart in the nation was thus affected, and 
thus directed. 

Were this even so, it would not be long before such 
slaveholding, nullifying demagogues as J. C Calhoun, 
at the «ott/4, who hold all religion to be bigotry^ and all 
davery to ho freedom ; together with all their pro-slavery 
abettors of a kindred spirit at the north, would be made 
to quail before its powerful and peaceful influence ; and 
the '^ still small voice " would be found more efficient 
than all the whirlwind of passion; of men who speak 
thus contemptuously of female influence ; and such 
political traducers of female worth, would soon hide 
their ** diminished heads," and the millions of our in- 
nocent enslaved countrymen would speedily leap for 
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jo/, and shout the loud song of universal juhilee ; and 
the man then who should be found kidnapping and 
selling his fellow-man, would be banished from human 
iocieiy. 

And then, too, indeed, could every true patriot fejoice, 
that his beloved country was redeemed from the long 
pending, threatening curse of slavery, which had hung 
over it like a ponderous avalanche, ready to fall upon it 
with crushing power. 

The Misses Grimkie, though natives of a slavehold- 
ing State, have already nobly led the way ; and while 
the ^^Priesi and the Leviie " have passed by on the other 
side, these unassuming females have been the true Sa- 
maritans, and have wielded a moral and an intellectual 
power on the subject of American slavery, truly astonish- 
ing ; and have done honour to human nature, to their 
•ex, and their country. 

How can one, calling himself a man, stand back, and 
earp about female ^delicacyt^^ while his own mouth, 
meanwhile, is kept padl(»cked against the cause of the 
suffering, oppressed, and the dumb, in his own coun- 
try? 

But while the sentiments of many intelligent and phi- 
lanthropic females are well known on this great subject 
of HUMANITY, and for the noble and fearless expression 
of their sentiments, their country owe them the highest 
esteem and 4>raise, I am also happy to be able to say, 
that there are many thousands of men, too, at the north 
of ^* sane minds," who have had the courage to break 
away from the thraldom of party expediency and eccle- 
siastical DOMINATION, and to speak out for all the 
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rights of inan« and for their country, as becomes Chris- 
tiaus, republicans, and independent fretmtn. 

Let the fourteen hundred societies in farour of 
FREEDOM, with their two hundred thousand mem- 
bers, speak for themselves. 



SECTION XXVIII. 

*^ I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
BECAUSE THE SUBJECT IS SO ABSORBINCF THAT 
"WHEN MEN BECOME ENGAGED IN IT, THEY SEEM 
TO FORGET EVERY THING ELSE, AND BECOMB 
MEN OF ^ ONE IDEA ;" AND THEY THEN BBCOilB 
SO MUCH WROUGHT UP, THAT THEIR LANGUAOB 
18 DENUNCUTORY.^ 

Now, as a general tbing, I believe tbat abolitionists, as 
a class of citizens, are known to attend to tbeir relative 
duties in society probably about tbe same as otber men. 
I have no doubt, when our fathers became men of'* one 
idea " in their memorable struggle for their liberty, for 
ours, (and I fain would hope, too, for our posterity^) that 
there were some few among them, had they dared to 
have spoken out, would have said, " Though I am with 
you in sentiment on this subject, I do believe Great 
Britain is oppressing us, and will continue to oppress 
us more and more, unless we immediately break her 
yoke ; still, I do not think it prudent for us to leave 
our families, and to spend all our time and our property 
in this struggle for liberty, for it would be acting alto- 
gether like men of ' one idea.' " 

All opposers to any great reform in ^ny age of the 
world have been pleased, in order to retard its progress, 
to stigmatize men in some such way, who have indeed 
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378 LIBERTY AND SLAVERY 

beea altogether absorbed in acquiring intelligence and 
energy equal to the work which their hands found to do 
for rolling on the reformation, which they deemed worthy 
for the time being to command all their powers. 

With regard to denunciatory language I have a word 
to say. It is unquestionably wrong, in any case, to 
apply stronger epithets to any crime, or to any criminal, 
than truth will justify. If men, in all their discussions 
and proceedings, both moral and political, would state 
'* the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth," 
in just such language as conveyed the exact truth, and 
qpthing more nor less, this, doubtless, would ever stand 
the strictest test as an infallible criterion. But the 
language of different men, on all subjects, will, of 
course, vary as their organizations, temperaments, feel- 
ings, and views shall vary. But one thing is certain, 
which all experience and observation teach us, that 
to men who feel little or nothing themselves on a given 
subject, the language of the impassioned eloquence of 
a Paul or a Stephen ; or of a Hancock, an Otis, or a 
Patrick Henry of modern times, would doubtless often 
seem harsh, denunciatory, and altogether offensive and 
uncalled for; and such cool-hearted persons would be 
ready to cry out, " ultra ! fanatic !" or, as they did to 
Paul, *' much learning maketh thee mad ;" or, *' you 
are turning the world upside down." 

It is true, as it regards the language of Patrick Henry, 
in the cause of the American revolution, though very 
strong and bold, and his eloquence masculine and bum- 
ing« it was not offensive to his auditors, because every 
pulse beat in ilnison with it, and every soul responded 
Amen! t^^H the sentiments which he uttered. Here 
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ap[>ears to be the great secret of language being pleas- 
ing or offensive. Doubtless, had the tyrants who were 
then forging the chains for our fathers Hstened to the 
language of many of the high-minded and full-souled 
orators of the revolution, while pouring forth their deep 
indignation against their tyranny and oppressions, they 
would have pronounced their language highly denuncia- 
tory and greatly abusive, even worthy of instant death, 
" without benefit of clergy." 

I think this must hold good on all subjects, among 
all men. I know of no safer, more honest, or more 
consistent principle on this subject, than first to see 
well to it that our sentiments are ** just and true ;" anjcl, 
when satisfied of this, that our language, if possible, 
exactly convey our sentiments. Just as far as our 
words are intentionally made to fall short of the true 
representatives of our honest sentiments, just so far 
does not the charge of " expediency," ♦• flattery," or 
even lying, justly stand against us, in the view of all 
earth and Heaven ? 



**■ 



SECTION XXIX. 

^'I JLM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVBRT» 
BECAUSE FEMALES ARE ENGAGED IN IT.'' 

Why should they not be engaged in it ? There are now 
in this far-famed Christian land — in this land which 
sends out its hundreds of missionaries to preach Christ 
to the heathen — more than a million of females in south- 
em bondage, most of whom have never even had an 
offer of Christ and Salvation, from the thousands of the 
ministers of Christ abroad, or at home, and in their verj 
midst. And with regard to temporal privations and 
afflictions, they are not only liable any moment to be 
torn asunder by the hand of violence, from all the tender 
relations and endearments of life forever, and driven by 
the whip, from husband, from children, and from all that 
they hold dear on earth ; but wherever they may be, al- 
most from infancy to the grave, they are cruelly doomed 
to one unremitting, endless round of toil, in the sugar, 
cotton, and rice fields, from fourteen to sixteen hours a 
day, to finish their hard tasks, with but a scanty pittance 
of food to sustain their exhausted and of\en worn-out 
bodies, leaving their young infants alone, at one end of the 
long, dreary, scorched field, until they work through to 
the opposite end and return. Sometimes the negroes have 
compassion on these poor women, with their young in- 
fants to take care of, and neglect their own tasks^ and 
help finish MetVtf, to save their wives and their daugh- 
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ters from the cruel stripes ; aod voluDtarily receive the 
iashes od their ouni bare backs. Surely, if there be^ a 
cause on earth in which it becomes females to be en- 
gaged, is not this one? Females can help make a 
righteous public opinion by disseminating truth, and this, 
with the blessing of Heaven, will soon peacefully and 
happily for all concerned, accomplish the greatly desired 
work of the universal emancipation of all the millions of 
our innocent countrymen who are now in cruel bonds. 

Let not females, then, be discouraged in their labours 
of love in this cause of humanity ; for the greatest oak 
that was ever felled, the greatest temple or city ever 
built, the Erie, the Ohio, and the Pennsylvania canals* 
nay, much more, the improvements^of the whole world* 
were all accomplished by single and successive blows. 
And to show the inconaistencyt not to say hypocricy of 
some men, there are those who will tax all their powers 
of eloquence to induce females to engage in active eSortB 
to raise heathen women from their degraded state, who 
will, at the same time, even ^^ impiously meer^* at the 
idea of females being members of an anti-slavery society, 
to extend help to their suffering sister near at hand. 
And while I can say, that I most cordially approve of 
doing the one, from the same principle of benevolence, I 
am compelled to say, that I equally disapprove of leav- 
ing the other tmdone. Our philanthropy and benevo- 
lence, to be consistent, should be universal. 

The same wicked and aristocratic selfishness, which 
makes men in Christian lands, reduce both male andfe' 
male to a state of abject slavery, makes men in pagan 
lands, reduce females to universal servitude. As Chris- 
tians, philanthropists, or republicans, we are equally 
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bound to oppose both. And what just claim can we 
have to these so much coveted names, if we do it not 1 
There are many men in our country, standing even in 
^* holy places," who, while they give long, learned, pro- 
found, and laboured discourses, to prove who Mdchin' 
dec was, to establish some favourite creed, or to prose- 
lyte to some sect, affect not to see that there are any 
oppressions in this nation; and straightway, like the 
** Priest and the Levite^ pass by on the other «tde.'' 

Most men in this country f)rofe88edly, and aU do at 
least tacitly t respect the influence of females ; feeling 
conscious that they possess intelligence^ with minds less 
biassed by pecuniary interests, or by debasing party poli- 
tics, and less contaminated with considerations of ^ex- 
pediency" which often prevent men from discemingi 
embracing^ and acting upon principle. With these 
views of female characteristic, men cannot but pauae^ 
and reflect, when they see females espousing a cause. 
And in this way, through their pride or love of independ- 
ence, they often stand long rebuked before they will con- 
fes8 their wrong ; nevertheless, the fact has been estab- 
lished beyond controversy, time immemorial I believe, 
that the minds of men are neither tntm/nera6/e nor titvfti- 
Cf6/e, even by ** the ladies,'^ 

Without naming the endless toils and sufferings of the 
female in a state of slavery, the oft-repeated and untold 
scourgings, by her reckless and bruited driver, frequently 
under every circumstance o£ female destiny ; one would 
think, after reading the following advertisement alone, 
that tio MAN would ever again be heard to speak slightly 
of females opposing slavery with their whole scuU 
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(From the Brunswick Georgia Advocate.) 

WANTED TO HIRE. 

The undersigned wish to hire One Thousand Negroes 
to work on the Brunswick canal, of whom, one third may 
be women, $16 per month will be paid for steady prime 
men^ and $13 for able women. 

F. & A. PRATT. 
P. M. NIGHTINGALE. 
Brunsvnck, January 25, 1839. 

Have we, as a nation^ any great cause to thank the 
colonizalionist for all his efforts, (admitting they are 
well meant,) to get ** prime" labouring men and ^^able*^ 
women out of the country, when they are urgently called 
for by thousands ? 

The abolitionisi desires them to remain, and to have 
a ^^fair chance " for their lives^ their persons^ and their 
property. 



y 



SECTION XXX. 

*^I AM OPPOSED, SATS HoNEST FrANK, TO HAVING 
SLAVERY DISCUS8ED9 BECAUSE SLAVERY IS RIGHT; 
AND I AM AFRAID THAT THE DISCUSSION OF IT, 
THROUGH THE MERE SYMPATHIES OF THE PEOPLE, 
WOULD EVENTUALLY ABOLISH IT, WHICH I THINK 
WOULD BE WRONG." 

The ** niggers " are nothing but a species ofbabooo, or 
**ourang outang." Tou know, says Honest Frank, 
there is a ^'gradation of being in the scale of existence.'' 
The slaveholders have some how or other managed to 
get the upper hand of those ** creatures,^^ and it is just 
as much their right to keep it, and to hold on to them 
as their properii/j as it would be, if a company of 
Indians should overcome, and take a lot of buffaloes in 
the wilds of .Missouri, to kill them, sell their skins, and 
eat their flesh! 

Now, as horrible as Honest Frank's doctrine appears 
in theory, just divest the whole subject of all its phari- 
saical drapery, and slavery is all this in practice ; and 
its apologists, in endeavouring to excuse or to palliate 
slaveholding for a moment, are encouraging a principle 
which leads to similar treatment of human and immortal 
beings. The selfish doctrine of ** expediency " would 
always end in all this towards men of all colours, stat- 
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ures, or conditioDS^ if led entirely unchecked by the im- 
mutable and eternal principle i>f rights *^ which teaches 
us to do to others as we wish others to do to us." Does 
it not become us all manfully to resist the first dawnings 
of this aggressive principle upon the equal rights of 
man ? - This doctrine of equal rights, or of doing to 
others as we would have others do unto us, is from 
ABOVE, and serves as a kind of*' checkrein" upon the 
selfish, wicked, and '* expedient " hearts of nieuy or as 
an anchor to hold mankind from utterly destroying and 
devouring one another. Some may be ready to pro* 
oounce this a reflectioD too severe upon huaiai» nature; 
but I have only to refer such to the despotic and bloody 
annals of all past time byway of confirmation of its com 
rectness. Man, when left tahimsetf, independent of sonut 
wholesome influencCf human or divine, has long since 
proved himself unworthy of being entrusted with unequal 
power. The scripture phraseology employed, when speak- 
ii^ of this heavenly principle, which measurably holds in 
awe these conflicting and warring elements in the bound- 
less ambition of man, is, **that it is the salt of the earth." 
But when we hear politicians in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, in one breath, blessing our "free tn«<tte- 
foVmt," and iit the very next^ with Mr. Calhoun, congiral- 
tUating the south on the wperioriiy of their **tfw<fte- 
tiona^* over the norths and with ** shameless frontf?! 
boldly explain their meaning to be, that there^ (in souf||- 
ern slavery) ** labour cannot compete with capital " — 
do not all their loud professions o£ love for freedom^ 
sound, as one might well suppose the word " hoU»em^' 
would, from the lips of demoni ? 

83 



SECTION XXXI. 



I AM OPPOSED TO THE DI8CU88I01I OF SLAVERY ; FOB 
THOUGH SLAVERY IS A GREAT 8IN« IN THE ** AB- 
STRACT,'' IT IS A STILL GREATER ONE TO SAY SOt 
AND TO ATTEMPT TO INVESTIGATE IT." 



I COULD saj much in reply to this parelj^e/yEf A and danger- 
ous expediency doctrine, but do not deem it m place to do 
it here. But I feel constrained at least to saj, that I 
greatly fear that the alarming prevalence of the doctrine 
of ^ expediency," or in other language, ** supreme self- 
ishness," or of committing known and acknowledged 
wrong, under some very plausible pretext that perchance 
a greater good may thereby be secured, is roost rapid- 
ly, morally, and politically corrupting and cursing our 
nation. 

In all countries, and in all ages, when the expediency 
doctrine has most obtained, instead of its showing a 
pore, and an elevated standard of morals, or a high and 
a discriminating sense of right and wrong, among the 
people ; on the contrary, it has ever been known to 
have been (he legitimate offspring of a low, grovelling 
principle of action, tending to moral and political de- 
generacy and ruin. And sometimes, for example, even 
that most debasing, ignoble, and wicked practice as 
the result, has prevailed among the people, of their 
kidnapping one another, and buying, selling themselves 

mere articles of traffic, like beasts of burden. As 
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it regards ourselveB as a whole people, it is indeed 
painful to be compelled to make the reflection, that our 
national characteristic in this respect^vis at present very 
far below what iishouldhe ; and that principally on account 
of our slavery, is beginning to be too justly so regarded 
by neighbouring nations. Is not he who searches out, 
and fearlessly speaks the truth with reference to the 
best good of his country, and his fellow-men, far more 
their benefactor, however ungratefully the truth may by 
some be received, than the mere encomiasti who, to 
attain his own ends, is constantly, indiscriminately pro- 
nouncing high-sounding eulogiums upon his govern- 
aaent and his countrymen, and often entirely regardle9$ 
of truth T Are not the ** wounds of a friend, faithful^ 
while the kisses of an enemy are deceitful t** 

Whoever supposed the mere flatterer was acting the 
part of a juiieioue friend % Who can fail to see the 
corrupting and downward tendency in morals of the 
** expediency" principle among the political parties of 
the day, in the mere selection of their candidates for 
office alone, with reference to no other question but 
that oflen degrading one ; ** who can, by any means 
whatever, secure the most votes ?" 

Yolumes might be written upon the corrupting tend- 
ency of this kind of *' expediency," and also of its dark, 
insidious, and highly dangerous influence, ultimately, to 
all our liberties. If this deceptive and arch foe to virtue 
and to freedom be not exposed in time by the sentinels 
upon the watch towers of our liberties, while yet in our 
midnight slumbers, like a ^ thief in the night," he will 
rob us of these liberties ; and we, too, like ethers gone 
before us, shall awake only by the clanking of our 
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tluttOA io fllaverjTt to some artful* ainbidous despot for 
Ottr master. 

Our slaveiy forms the veiy ^ head aod .froot^ of Ums 
dangerous ** ezpedieacy " m our country. As for a 
single e&amplot among many, of this sordid and inte- 
insted character which might be named : Says a north* 
•rn leading editor to his confidential friend, *' I know 
that these abolitionists are in the jight, and 6a the only 
ground of ' genuine democracy ;' for we cannot take 
the very first lesson in discussing the great principles of 
civil liberty, as held out to the world in the declaration 
of American independence* without finding ourselves at 
once completely identified in sentiment with them ; but 
it will never do for me» with my ten thousand slave- 
holding subscribers,, or for us as a political party, to say 
so. My only bope of sustaining the immense expense 
of my paper, and our poly hope as a party also, is to 
cry them down as a dangerous and * bloodthirsty set of 
i nce iidiariest* for all this takes well with the south." 

These same f>ppressive proceedings have been pain- 
fully too true of some religious bodies, as well as poli- 
tical parties. Will not our independent farmers and 
mechanics, nay, all classes of our fellow-citizens who 
are yet free and above this kind of dangerous slavery in- 
fluence to all our liberties, speak out in their sovereignty, 
in trumpet tones* and free their own press from this 
dreadful thraldom, into which the ** dough-faced " and 
dangerous ** expediency " of not daring to speak what 
it admits to be the truth has involved it 1 But if we will 
still listen to this ^expediency" cAamt, it will ultimately 
most assuredly bewilder, intoxicate, aad ruin us. Our 
only Ik^o of freedom is to dare to be honest If we 



i 



ILLUSTRATED. 380 

cannot sustain our freedom in this way, we are indeed 
doomed to be slaves. 

But the world's history, sacred or profane, records no 
instance of an honest, and an upright people, who dealt 
justly, and loved mercy, being forsaken of God to their 
own ruin. 
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SECTION XXXII. 

^ I AM OPPOSED TO SLAVERY IN TBB * ABSTRACT/ 
AND BELIEVE IT TO BE THE GREAT AND CRY- 
ING SIN OF THIS NATION, BUT THINK IT ^INEX- 
PEDIENT' TO DISCUSS rr just now/' 

I SPEAK entirely independent of all men's party politics^ 
or rather with like disapproval of all* regardless of par- 
ty, who may fall under this principle, when I say it re- 
quires no prophetic eye, to see that any man who thinks 
more of electing his favourite presidential candidate, 
than he does of the liberation of two and a half millions 
of his fellow-beings from a cruel bondage, will find it 
very convenient, time without end, at least to be ** nary- 
committal^^^ on the subject of slavery, not to say, an 
apologist or advocate for it. 

Every man, who thinks of nothing but his party poli- 
tics, will always have the ultimate success of himself, 
or his favourite candidates in view, and adopt as his 
prime maxim, the false sentiment, '* that the " end ever 
juiiiJiM the meane. 

And whether that candidate be Van Buren, Benton, 
Rives, Clay, Calhoun, Harrison, Webster, or any other 
man, with much hope of success, it will all be the same 
as it regards the subject of slavery, so long as it exists. 
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and holds a political influenca in tha nation^ so aknn* 
ing to the friends of libertj* i^d so vast and eon* 
trolling. 

Indeed, I am expecting among tha Tarious candidates 
at the next presidential campaign, to see the great strifa 
to be, who can go farthest in oompromising northern 
liberties to southern slavery^ and still spare enough of 
te north to accomplish the end. 

So long as any man in the free states in this Unido 
shall think mora of his own political preferment, or that 
of his favourites for office requiring the united suffiragea 
of the whole Union, than he does of the abolishment of 
skrery id the United States and throughout the wofld« 
just ao long he will probably find it necessary, and will 
also have his plausible but fiadlacious and dangerous 
reasons at hand for cringing with entire 8ubserviettcy» 
and base sycophancy, to the despotic dictation of soatb» 
em slavery interest ; and consequently go ^us far, and 
no farther. '* I am opposed to slavery in the * abstraetf' 
and in favour of free discussion' in the ^ abstract,' b«l 
think it altogether * inexpedietU ' to * agitaU ' the subject 
just now, or to emancipate the slaves until they aie 
* prepared for freedom, and we know what to do with 
them.' ^ 

This man, who would seem to have no heart for 
benevolence or humanity, but ever bowing down to the 
heartless idol of his own favourite jMriy politice, or 
being laore governed by sectarianism, to sustain ecele* 
siastical ranks unbroken, than by ^^pure and undejikd 
raUgioOf" will ever still exclaim^ ^ it is ioexpedieat*' to 
agjtalethesobjoctofilavery ^'jiifrtyel." This prober 
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blj will be so with this class of «* expediency *' men, 
unless others preserve their liberties for them, until they 
and their children, in just retribution for their own **e:r* 
pedten^" selfish* and unjust conduct, shall themselyes 
become slaves also. 

Tou ask ^ man« whose mind is thus mptiMed, when 
he thinks would be the time to discuss slavery ; and if 
he could be prevailed upon to give a definite answer at 
all* it would most probably be something like the one 
which Fox of England ojnce gave the Jews, to whom 
he had a long time been indebted to a large amount. 
When called on from time to time for payment, he was 
always ready, most cheerfully to acknowledge the just- 
ness of their claim, but the time of their application for 
its discharge never happened to come exactly right* At 
length, the patience of the '^ poor Jews" being exhaust- 
ed, they addressed him as follows, viz. : **^ As you have 
always admitted the principle^ but protested against the 
/tiiM, we will now ^ive you your ovm time, only just fix 
on some final day for our repayment." 

**Ah, my dear Moses," replies this conning Fox, 
*^ now this is indeed friendly ; I will take you at your 
word. I vfill fix a day ; and as it is to be a final day, 
what would you think of the day of judgement?" 

The reply was, ** This will be too busy » day wi^ 
in all." 

*« WeU, well, theut" says Fox, **in order to accom- 
modate all partiest what would you think of the day 
after?" 

I have quoted this anecdote, though of solemn im- 
port, as being quite applicablet I think, to thb indefinite 
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^' expediency " procrastination, to investigate a great 
national subject, which all are so ready to admit has 
such immense bearings upon the interests of all con- 
cerned. Is it the part of wisdom, or of patriotism, 
voluntarily to close oar eyes to an approaching evil, 
until it faU upon U8 to our utter deatruction ? 



SECTION XXXIII. 

^ I AM AN ABOLITIONIST, AM OPPOSED TO SLAVERY, 
AND IN FAVOUR OF ITS IMMEDIATE ABOLISHMENT, 
BUT AM OPPOSED TO THE PUESENT LEADING ABO- 
LITIONISTS DISCUSSING IT, BECAUSE THEY SOME- 
TIMES INTERMINGLE IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS, SOME 
OF THEIR OWN * PECULIAR KENTIMENTS' ON RE- 
LIGIOUS subjects; and i believe their dis- 
cussions ARE IN DANGER OF INJURING, AND PER- 
HAPS OVERTHROWING, THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 
AND THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION ; AND I BELIEVE I 
COULD DISCUSS IT ' FAR MORE QRTUODOx/ " 

There is a class, of rather disguised opposers to abofi- 
tionists, who, to be sure, do not enter their protest ex-* 
actly in so many words, but this is ^* the plain English 
of it." Now, I am prepared to say at once, that as 
much as I admire and love the Christian religion, and 
an upright Christian ministry, could I for a moment be- 
lieve, that the most free and ample discussion of the 
authenticity and claims of this religion, would overthrow 
it, this very belief, of itself, would of course change my 
love and admiration into contempt. 

But, so far from this, my most deliberate and settled 
opinion is, that the Christian religion, ** abolitionism," 
and every other system founded in truth, is, like an 
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army ** with banners*" always yictoriouSf and ever in- 
creasing in brilliancy and splendpur« whenever in ac- 
tion* whether ofiensive or defensive. It does* to my 
mind, argue yery little faith in the truth or justice of 
any institution or creed, for its friends to be ** horrified '* 
at the idea of having all its claims* openly and fairly 
canvassed before the whole world. My only fear is, 
that despotism, in the world, which ever desires silence 
and darkness, will continue too long to smother and 
obscure the truth, for tde good of mankind, and that, by 
this means, it will not have ^^free coursej run^ and 6< 
glorified.'* . 

tV^henever this disposition to rob men of that high 
gift of their Creator, ** the right of speech," is manifest- 
ed by the clergy, does it not savour of what the world 
too justly calls ** priestcraft?" And would they not 
in this way, instead of disseminating truth and just prin- 
ciples, build up and establish ecclesiastical domination 
and spiritual despotism? I have yet to see a new 
revelation, to be convinced that oppression is the best 
way to promote *^ pure and undefiled religion." 

One would very naturally think, if this class of ob- 
jectors to the discussion of slavery were sincere, when 
they tell us they heartily approve of the sentiments and 
principles of the abolitionists, but cannot ** swalUno " 
some of the leading ones, (as the refined language of 
one is,) that if their appetites were very keen for suck 
food as abolitionists relish, they wouk) at least be wil* 
ling to sit down to the same table with them, and shouki 
they eat more genteelly, the example of their modesty 
aifd delicacy would, no doubt, tend much to rebuke the 
^ greediness ** o£**ihe whole man," or ^ uUra abolition* 
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tjte." But nol ^18 tkey wHI not dOf thougb thef ray 
their principles are the same. It nmet be, then, dmt 
what they fear is, that such a proximity to abolitiomstB 
would corrupt the purity and refinemeDl of their nam - 
nera. The conclusion then wo»ld he* &al they think 
more of their manners than they do of their principles. 

There has been much said about Mr. Garrison and 
the Misses Grimkie. It is said their Tiews are net 
orthodox respecting the Christian Sabbath, the Chris- 
tian ministry, &c., and therefore some ** good abolition- 
istst" as they avow themselves to be, (to use their own 
dialect,) cannot **• swallow them," and are therefore de- 
termined *' io pais l>y on iKe other «tde«" 

I cannot better portray the cobduct of disguised ene- 
mies to the cause of the oppressed under the cloak of 
friendship, than to do it in the graphic language of Ger- 
rit Smith, Esq., as seen in one of his late published let^ 
ters. *^ That one who is doing nothing for the poor 
slave,, and intending to do nothing for him, should be oc- 
cupied in pronouncing criticiawia on the efforts which 
others are making for him, is about as unreasonable and 
imprudent as it is for the cowardly traitor to be survey- 
ing from some -place of security which he has chosen 
for the purpose of observing the wrong evolutions, and 
to be counting up the mistakes of his countrymen ii4x> 
are periling their all in the thickest of the battled* In 
this same interesting letter we also find the following 
noble sentiments. '^ But if these pastors, whilst de- 
siring the Grimki^s to quit the field, have no intention 
to take it themselves ; if they would have men also as 
well as women to be dumb in the cause of the ** damb!^ 
then I say, let not the Grimkie otify continue Iheir advo- 
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eacy^ but let all the teamen of New EnglaDclt and all the 
children too, — yeSf and the very 8Ume9 of your 6treet8» 
lift up their cry for the oppressed^ and ketp it ^ until her 
men have quit their hiding places, and come up to the 
help of the Lord in this cause of crushed and pendoiing 
homanity.'' 

All now eagerly tlaim to be abolitionists, to take that 
** hated name " upon them, which a little while ago wae 
but a hissing and a bye* word* Coming events begin te 
east their shadows before them. But, to become a 
^radical abolitionist" requires a sound conversien te 
great, and high, and nobly self-denying pnneiples of 
freedom ; such as induce us to feel in the first place thai 
all mankind, regardless of colour or condition, are ^ of 
one blood," of one family, ** the children of one eom*' 
men parent, and that, as such, are bound by one common 
brotherhood to treat one another with all that kindness 
and regard which we all so munificently and mercifuUy 
receive, and still fbndly hope to enyoy from our Heaveiii|y 
Father. In the second place, they are converted to such 
principles, as induce them to feel that if any portion of 
this common family become deprived by another portton 
of any of the inalienable gilU of our common Greatov, 
that they are as sacredly bouud U> do every thing m thev 
power lawfully and peacefully to restore these rights as 
they are to love, reverence, and obey their Cubatoibi 
who commandeth all men to do unto others as they 
would that others should do unto them. They are also 
then unwilling to admit of any modifications of this hi^ 
and holy principle on account of colour, condition^ l^ra» 
judice, or " expediency." 

No wonder then that the real of^Kwition to these just 
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and selMenyiDg principles, in whatever plausible fomt 
it may be couched, is composed of heterogeneous mate- 
rials, and shows itself in a vant variety of ways. The 
phrase has already become stale, and a mere cant, ** I 
am an abolitionist, but not a hot headed one.** I have 
come in contact with a number, who, by way of intro- 
duction, most unqualifiedly avowed themselves ** aboli- 
tionists," but in the violence of their opposition to the 
** measures " of the ** real abolitionists," or the true 
fiiends of the oppressed and the dumb, ere they were 
aware of it, found themselves advocating ^ colonization 
with all their mightJ'^ I should think all this equivalent 
fo saying " lam an. abolitionist, but on the whole care 
very little about the * niggeraJ* " Pretty abolitionists 
these ! ! I could wish they might be few and far be- 
tween. ** Let every ship sail under its own colours." 

And we should certainly suppose that those who have 
so much to say about amalgamation would all be decid- 
edly in favour of this. On the one hand we hear the 
cry, ** it is all political," and on the other, ** I will not 
join you until you make it political." From another 
quarter we hear the alarm, it is all infidelity, and will 
overthrow the Christian sabbath, the Christian ministry, 
and finally the Christian religion ; and frokn another it is 
all priestcraft, and will unite church and state. From 
another quarter we hear the complaint, that the aboli- 
tionists are " denunciatory and intolerant ;" and the 
very next breeze waf\s us the alarming intelligence that 
abolitionists are dangerously tolerant; that they are 
aiming at the subversion of all government, state* 
family, and even " patriarchid." But marvellous to know 
that in the very midst of all these alarms, from these va- 
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nous quarters, the cause of the oppressed has been for 
some time past, and is yet steadily and rapidly onward 
to ultimate victory and triumph, when the ^' bands of 
wickedness shall be broken," every yoke cast off, and 
the redeemed of the Lord made free indeed, and come 
to Mount Zion with crowns, and with songs of everlast- 
ing rejoicing. 

Now if these objectors to the peculiar **»uinner" or 
^^me€i8ures" of the ^^abolitionists" are sincere in their 
approval of their sentiments^ as they say they are, why 
do they not most cordially unite in promulgating these 
principles, and in the mean time do what they can to 
correct whatever they might deem erroneous in others 
in regard to manner^ &c. ? But what is this wonderful 
manner ? Why, just what the manner of every sincere 
and honest anti-slavery man should be, that is, to be in 
good earnest to manifest his deep abhorrence to all the 
dreadful oppressions of his nation! ! What would these 
same objectors think, if all the members of Christian 
churches in the world should rise up at once, and say, 
** 1 will no longer be a member of Christ's visible church 
on earth, because all the members are not perfect ?" In 
short, who does not see, that people, who are so very 
prone to proclaim aloud, and upon the house tops, all 
the faults (and in a magnified form,) of any body of 
men, and even to convert their very virtues into vices, 
that they cannot at heart be very friendly to the object 
which such men have in view? The manner never 
suits when the matter is offensive. 

It might be well, however, for us to bear in mind, 
that the entire north, as well as most of the souths 
slaveholders and all, have always been politely and very 
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ioflly saying, ** I am opposed to slavery, and think it a 
great evi]," (6r io other words, sin.) And all that abo- 
Utionists are now doing is saying the same thin^, but 
in sincerity and in good earnest, meaning juH what they 
$ay. And is not this the only satisfactory reason that 
can be given, wby slaveholders and their apologists are 
«iore vexed about it than they were when iheif too used 
the same language with an unmeamng emphoiU ? 



8FCTI0N XXXIV. 



«( 



I All 0PP06BD TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
BECAUSE ABOUnONISTS WILL MOT OO TO THE 
SOUTH TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT.'^ 



Now, without hesitation, I give it as my own opinion, 
^that some porttoo, at least, of this very peculiar class 
of objectors to the discussion of slavery^ knowing the 
onconstitutional and violent proceedings of the outlawed 
southern mobocrats and Lynchites on this subject, can 
at heart have no kinder feelinji^s towards abolitionists, 
in making this unreasonable and ungenerous tatmt upon 
them, than, as it were, indirectly to dare them into im^ 
minent danger. And would it be uncharitable to con- 
clude, that this peculiar class alluded to, would, at least 
secretly, even 9jnilt in hearing that the lives of aboli- 
tionists were unconstitutionally, as well as inhumanly 
sacrificed, in such an attempt ? 

But while I attribute such feelings to a part of the 
above described class of objectors to the discussion of 
slavery, (and for the credit of humanity, the character 
of my fellow-citizens, and the honour of my country, I 
would fain hope but a whoU part,) of a large proportion 
of this class I would desire, however^ to exercise the 
charity towards them, that at least their feelings may be 
friendly to the anti-slavery cause, and none other than 
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kind towards abolitionists. But admitting this class to 
bo honest and sincere, it is believed that they are greatly 
deceived, if they think this at present would be. ^ven 
practicable ; or, if practicable, that because abolidMUsts 
from the north have not yet done it to much exteat 
personally^ that it forms any rational argument why they 
should not discuss the subject freely at the north. 

Abundance of testimony has already been adduced, 
and much more might be, that the north for a long time, 
(though professedly much opposed to slavery,) have 
been in comparative ignorance and slumber, both as it 
regards the moral, social, and political tendency of 
slavery upon our nation. One instance of pioof posi- 
tive of this is, that while we have in vtords proiessed 
greatly to loathe and abhor slavery, we have in cUacb 
moat conclusively proved that our high professions could 
not have been of the most hearty and genunu kind ; or, 
if so, that we have at least long been acting in great 
and culpable ignorance and darkness on this subject, 
when we take into account, that in the very midst of all 
diese professions, we have added to the original num- 
ber, by our votes, seven vast slave states, or markets, 
where human flesh, and baman liberty, are con- 
stonily soldt under the hammeVf to the highest hidder, 

Tke north also have cruelly persecuted these who 
have attempted to lifl up their voice against slavery, or 
even attempted to investigate the subject. And it sure- 
ly is a problem, which I confess myself utterly unable 
lo solve ; to make out wherein the north have not here- 
tofore, in a national point of vt«to, been essentially as 
guilty of the sin of slavery, as the south. 
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Moreover, would it be unfair or unflound argumeDt to 
say that the north, in an important sense, have been 
•01^ 4nar€ guilty, by giving esserUial atd, and count^- 
naoee, to our great national and crying sin of slavery^ 
iHJAifar less ttmptalion to t7, than the south have had ? 

Which should we deem the more criminal act^ for the 
poor man to steal a dollar (as he might flatter himself 
from necessity) to buy his children bread, or the rich 
man to increase the bulk of his already overgrown cof* 
fers? Though the north has not sold the slave, her 
hands are even now extended for the " thirty pieces of 
silver.^* 

For more than half a century, we have» as a nation, 
been confessing CHir great and crying sin of slavery, be* 
fore the world, and before high Heaven; but it ought 
ever seriously to be borne in mind, that merely comfes-- 
sing sin, without repenting of it, Bnd forsaking it, is but 
solemnly mocking Him, who judgelh the tree by Us^ 
fruit, or our hearts by our works. 

These very confessions,, if seen to be heartless and 
hypocritical, instead of blessings, may righteously bring 
down judgements upon us as a people, as well as ind»> 
viduals. But this great national reform, is undoubtedly 
destined to begin at the north. 

I will quote Luther, the great protestant reformer, a» 
being applicable on this subject, at least by way of illus-* 
tration. 

While he was proclaiming the truth, in the most pow- 
erdil manner in Germany^ he was often asked, (as if he 
did not understand his business,) why he did not leave 
Germany and go immediately into lialy^ to hold forth 
his reformation doctrines* His reply used to be, that 
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be was as yet bardj tolerated ia Gemumyy where the 
people were coiniog to their eenees, and that altiniately 
ttie blaze of truth ia Oermamf^ would, bj reflectioot'illii* 
mioate all Italy. 

May the southern S<a<e« in this way, be the /to% of 
Jimerica^ and thus be illuminated by the universal dis- 
semiaation of truth throughout the north. May the 
north even be as a " city set on an hill, whose light can- 
not be hid ;" — and while the norUi gives up, ** wunf ike 
mnUh keep not btusk^** 

Bat break ev'ry yoke, let th' oppressed go free. 

To shout the loud song of Jubilee, 

That the blessings of Heaven maj rest on our natiok, 

And an honourable fame, e*er mark her btatioh 

^ Righteousness exalteth a wUum; but sin is a re- ' 
proach to any people." We are justly reproached as a 
p^ple, not only by Him who j^dgeth the heart, but by 
the nations of the earth, for our great and crying sin of 
oppression. 

Why go to the south to discuss slavery ? when even 
the vestibule of this temple of abominations, at the very 
■eat of the long boastedly freest government on the 
earthy cannot be entered by the friends of freedom, but 
is strongly guarded on all points,, as with the drawn 
sword that turned every direction to guard the tree of 

life. 

Says the Hon. John Quincy Adams, in a recent let- 
ter to his friends on the state of things in the nation, 
and particularly at fVashingtonf in relation to the slave- 
holding reign of '^violence and terror :" — 
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^ Tke right of discussion upoo dLavery, and bb indefi-- 
nite extent of topics connected with it> is banUhed from 
one half of the States of this Union. 

M It is suspended in hoth houses of Congress -— open- 
ed and closed at the pleasure of the slave representa- 
tion — opened for the promulgation of nullification soph^ 
Utry; closed against the queiition, what is slavery? -^^ 
at the sound of which> the walls of the capitol stagger- 
ed like a drunken man ! I 

**For this suppression of the yreedom of speech^ and 
of thertg-A^ of petition^ the people of the ^ree States of 
this Union are responsible." 

In grappling with the numster^ as the phrenologist 
would saj, we have hoth eombaiivenes^ and se^etiveness 
to contend with. 

Says Mr. €lay« while rehuking Mr. Calhoun for his 
r4ishness^ in opposing even the reception of anti-slavery 
petitions : — ^■ 

** Our anxious aim should be to compose the norths 
to arrest the spirit <^ abolition^ and thereby prevent agi- 
tation 1 1" 

On another occasion, this slavehokiing president 6f 
the slaveholder's Colonization Society, says ^*It is 
well known to the Senate, that I have constantly enter- 
tained the opinion, that the best way to check the spirit 
of abolition^ [alias, a spirit to discuss slavery,] was to 
receive respectftUly, and refer these petitions to the prop- 
er committee. 

^ That would be (continues this senator,) the coro- 
mtltee on the District of Columbia, — one now, and 
which probably has been ever since the commence- 
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ment of the goyemmeDt, so constituted as to eomprise 
a BfAJORiTT of members from die sultbhoiahig 
States." 

**' U they were thus refered, (he continues^) Hlenihf re- 
fered, as has been the praeiice dmring a great pari of 
ike period of the existence of the govemmeni^ there 
would be no agitation fomented Aere, no ground for at* 
serting that the sacred right of petition had been viota- 

An arch feat of lergerdemain this^ to cheat a people 
out of their liberties!! 

Now the truth is, that slaveholding pditicians are 
determmed to resort to every artifice and subterfuge, to 
evade, as long as possible, an honest inyestigation of 
their very ^^pectdiar institution^^^ or in still morepeciii- 
iar wordSf their *^ monstrosity of humanity. ^^ This same 
eenator but a few days before this, on anoiher occasion, 
said : ^^ It is a bad cause that mil not bear being reason* 
sd upon J* So SAT WE all. 

The conduct of the slave-representation in Congress,, 
certainly reminds one of the anecdote of the good Eng- 
lish parson, who, afler having preached a most excel- 
lent discourse on the *^patienee of Job j^* returned home 
and directed a mug of his best ale to be drawn. Word 
soon came, that some one had turned the faucet and the 
whole barrel had run out. 

The parson being more a theoretical than a practical 
man^ at once fell into a rage. ** Stop ! stop ! my dear," 
exclaims the good wife, "remember the ^patience of 
Job.^ »' — " Job ! Job !" says the parson, " don't talk to 
tne about Job, — Job never had n barrel of such ale as 
that ! I" 



ILLUSTRATED. 407 

So exclaims the slaveholding, and the pro-slavery 
demagogues, slavery ! slavery ! don't talk to me about 
slavery 9 — the world never had another so good institu- 
tion as this ! I J 



SECTION XXXV. 



**l AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERT, 
BECAUSE THE SLAVES DO NOT WISH TO BE 
FREE." 



Now let this be as it may, it is but one man's opinion, 
or assertion, and can possibly form no valid objection 
to the free investigation of the whole subject of slavery^ 

For instance, were u^e in slavery, should we be satis- 
fied to have the public sleep on the subject of our ser- 
vitude, and forever remain quiet, because, forsooth, 
masters should falsely proclaim to the world, that we did 
while we were not permitted to speak for ourselves, our 
not wish to be free ? 

Should we not rather wish, that the public voice 
should be, *^ihat we ought, musU and should be free V^ 
and then, if we thought proper, voluntarily to re-enter 
into slavery, that would be our own business, and would 
be no invasion of our inalienable right«i. While! all free- 
men know there is no truth in it, still some have taken 
advantage of the obsequious state of some of the poor 
slaves in their degraded attempts to secure the favour of 
their masters^ by that kind of slavish flattery^ which 
would bo very natural in their miserable condition, that 
they did not desire their freedom, while at the same 
time, the truth was, that they longed for it as we should. 
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and perhaps were that very moment ieereUy phiting 
how to efiect it ! ! 

The slaveholder has often tried to dkeevoe northeni 
freemen> by attempting to practise this kind of mean and 
wicked duplicity, in order, if possible, to reconcile man 
to his holding his fellow in cruel bondage, And ruth- 
lessly and wantonly working him, and selling him like 
the beast of the field. 

If this be a fair specimen of ** southern chivalry,'^ 
indeed I should think it would he equally as *' chivd* 
reus," not to say far less wickedi to peddle *' wooden 
nutmegs,^* 

But who must not see that all this must be weak and 
miserable subterfuge^ to palm off upon northern andfijn**' 
eign visiters, who at once see through the whole of ft; 
and when also the plain and positive contradictioh of if 
all stands out in bold relief upon the pages o1^ THiKift 
OWN statute BOOKS, whereupon the slaveholders, kilo#s- 
ing full well that the slaves, like other men, value libera 
ty next to life itself, have, therefore, by law granted 
them this inestimable boon, in case of some very distin- 
guished services rendered by them, such as saving the ' 
lives of any of their masters, or any of their families, &c« 
by imminently jeopardizing their own. 

And many a poor slave'inan has lost his own life in 
the desperate attempt thus to break his own heavy bonds 
and obtain his liberty^ when no freeman, neither for 
friends, for silver, nor for gold, dared venture upon the 
life-hazarding enterprise. Were it necessary here, many 
most intensely interesting and thrilling examples of this 
kind might be cited, as evidence irresistible, how much 
men, even coloured men, love liberty. Who can with- 

36 
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stand the touching appeals of such living and glowing 
eloquence for liberty? £veiy unbiased man who un- 
derstands human nature, must know that every indivi- 
dual on earth prizes hu freedom far above every other 
earthly good. Who does not know that roan has always 
most readily and cheerfully given his property^ his sleeps 
leu toUf nay more, oden jeoparded life itself for his free- 
dom ? Indeed, the world's history presents little but 
one unbroken scene of struggling for Uberty, for inde- 
pendence, or for conquest. 

Says Dr. Channing : ** the choice which every free- 
man makes, of death for himadf and his children^ and 
of voluntary sacrifice of every thing he love^ on earthy in 
preference to being enslaved^ shows us all at once, most 
conclusively, what slavery is ! ! !" But I suppose, that 
ev^n this dreadful and glowing portrait of slavery can 
give us but a faint conception of it, to what he has who 
has long felt the grappling iron itself entered deep intQ 
his souL 



SECTION XXXVL 



^ I AM OPPOSED TO DISCUSSING SLAVERY, AJfD TO 
FASTINO ON THE SUBJECT, AND PRAYING * AUDI- 
BLY' ABOUT IT, OR TO TALKING MUCH ABOUT IT 
AMONG 'OUR PEOPLE,' BECAUSE IT T¥ILL DIVIDE 
OUR CHURCH, AND WHEN WE TRAVEL SOUTH WE 
SHALL NOT BE WELL RECEIVED BY OUR SLAVB» 
HOLDING BRETHREN." 

**To be sare,^ says this pharisaical sectarian objector, 
** there are a great many things recorded in God's Holy 
Word, in relation to slavery and oppression, and many 
woes pronounced against these things, * in the abstract,' 
which I do not fully understand." For instance, many 
such blind and mysterious passages, as the 6th verse of 
the 5Sth chapter of Isaiah, are to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures : ^ Is not this the fast that I have chosen to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdenSf 
and to let the oppressed go free^ and that ye break every 
yoke ?" And also in Proverbs, xiv. 31 : '*He that op- 
presseth the poor^ reproacheth his JVfoArer : but he that 
honour eih him, hath mercy on the poor." But, adds 
this '* pious objector," great is the mystery of " godli- 
ness." 

All these very numerous passages in the Bible, says 
he, do indeed literally appear to be so many unequivo- 
cal and imperative commandments to man, but I prtt* 
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mime the Holy Ghost (he continues) meant they should 
he obeyed, only when it might he '* expedientt" and 
would not distract or divide ** our church," for blessed is 
the peacemaker ! ! ! 

We must preach the g09pelj says he, but it is not 
*^ expedient or prudent " to point out particular sins, lest 
it ** divide the brethren,** Now, while the hand of op- 
pression, heavy as our noble fathers who were lovers of 
true liberty felt it to be from their mother country, still, 
it bore no kind of comparison whatever to that of our 
oppressions upon two and a half millions of our own suf- 
fering and enslaved countrymen, when they assembled 
with one accord, and with a high and noble daring, 
pledged ** their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honour " to break the oppressor's rod ; should one of 
their number have been heard to say, I love liberty, and 
kate oppression in the ^ abstract^* but I cannot go with 
you in ^ your inea«iire«," for the reason, that among the 
Uriei are many members of ^ my church," and I fear a 
division among my brethren ; would not our venerated 
ancestors, in those times that ** tried men'i souls ;" yes, 
would not even the venerable father of our country him" 
self, have quickly said to him, *' henceforth, we must 
consider you our enemy ^ and the enemy of your coun/ry?" 

Had our fathers, in those eventful times, acted thus ; 
had they suffered their political or religious creeds, or 
any private or party considerations whatever, to have 
prevented their striking^ as one man^ for liberty, and for 
their country ; instead of our being elevated, as now, 
among the independent nations of the earth, we should 
be stigmatized, with all our posterity, on the pages of 
history, with ** eternal disgrace," and should also still be 
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sniferuig all the disabilities of rebel colonies of Great 
Britain. I mean not by this illustration, that we should 
take up arms in behalf of the oppressed in our country, 
but that we should immediately and decidedly take the 
i^de of the oppressed against the oppressor, morally and 
mbo politically, so far as we can act constitutionally. 

This exclusive anxiety about the mere external peaces 
prosperity, and union of *^ our church^^^ is often founded 
^nd carried on in the world in great injustice and ** inhu- 
manity to man ;" and instead of its pleasing God, it m 
often what his righteous and benevolent soul abhorreth. 

Said one recently, in whose religion, as well as patrio- 
tism, the country have as much confidence as in any 
other, while he was taking a review of all the past and 
fnresent determined efforts of the northern part of all the 
national ecclesiastical bodies, still to combine their pro- 
illavery influence with the southern, to suppress free diih 
cussion, in order to sustain slavery, under the sancti- 
nionious plea of Union, at all hazards, in the church, 
(just as politicians talk of Union in the State,) ** to ally 
a slaveholding church to one of unspotted garments, is 
to connect a loathsome carcass with living health and 
beauty ; and however pure, said he, the northern church 
may once have been, it is not strange, that after having 
dragged ^ the body of this death ' for the greater part of 
a century, she should be infected with the putridity of her 
load, and exhibit her present unsightly aspect" 

Now, it does appear to me, that to an impartial eye, 
this short quotation on this subject speaks volumes, at 
which both the Christian, and the patriot, have great 
cause to tremble ; for, where men destitute of the bene- 
volence of the gospel, for their own selfish power and 
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•ggrandizement, impiously attempt to wrest the churck 
from the hands of its great aod glorious head, thej are 
often made to feel their utter impotency, by seeing great 
external confusion and desolation where, from the mere 
labour of their own *^ unelean hands," they looked for 
imtofi, and found, when too late, that they had given the 
ark of the Lord an unhallowed touch. A mere sectarian 
spirit, regardless of justice and mercy, whenever and 
wherever found, is undoubtedly supremely selfish, anti- 
ehristian, inhuman, and *^ devilish;" and often steals the 
heart against every elaim of humanity itself, and would 
mulave^ instead of benefiting mankind. The priest and 
|he iievite that passed by on the other side of the woundied 
nan, were doubtless of this class. 

With regard to the church, every true believer in its 
kiYisibile spirituality^ let it once more be said, will ever 
have this consolation,, that although " our church " may 
be divided, that ** the church " never will be, so long as its 
great Head is on high. •*^Let us do justice^ love mercy, 
and walk humbly before our God," and thereby prove 
otirselves the living branches of the living vine, and 
if ** our church " should happen to be divided on earthy 
the living branches will still be united to, the living vine, 
and will forever live» and flourish,, and bloom„ in immor- 
tal glory in the church triumphant above ; for " who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution,, or famine, or nakedness^ or 
peril, or sword V^ 



^ 



SECTION XXXVIL 

^I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSIOIf OF SLATERT, BE-- 
CAUSE ABOLITIONISTS ARE IN NUMBER * BUT A HAND* 
FUL,' AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THET SHOULD BE RIOHT^ 
AND ALL THE REST OF THE WORLD WRONG." 

I DO not believe, says thfs wise objector,, in any abstract 
truth, but hold that ** democracy of numbers " must air- 
ways be right. The constant and almost unanimous 
expression of all, in our own country, and in fact in th« 
whole civilized world, most clearly contradicts these as- 
sertions. 

It is true, to be sure, that the openly professed abdi- 
tionists, who have as yet organized themselves into so-^ 
cieties, though a number of hundred thousands, are as 
yet comparatively few, but it should be remembered, 
that those few, who, out of love and sympathy for th« 
poor slave, have been constrained to associate them-^ 
selves together, and have dared to carry out their prin* 
ciples into practice^ before a slaveholding nation, in the 
face of frowns, and peraeeuHons^ fire,, and death, do but 
stand out before the world, virtually as the representa- 
tives of the real sentiments of millions ; and who, in 
truth, speak the language of the heart of the great mass 
of mankind, whose names have not as yet been formally 
enrolled as abolitionists,, or with any organized society 
for the promotion of freedom. Time often unfolds, 
hidden mysteries.. 
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Whoever has been dreaming, that all the abolition 
sentiments in the world are to be found among a few 
** weak and blind fanatics^^^ (so called by some chiyal- 
rous pro-slavery men in our land^) who Iiave associated 
themselves together under the name ** AbolitionistSt'* 
will doubtless ere long be awoke out of his reverie, bj 
the louder, and still louder voice for freedom, wh«> his 
delusive enchantment will be broken, and he will no 
longer ** see men as trees walking." The truth is, that 
there are moral elements at work throughout the civil- 
ized world, which are yet far more to be felt in moulding 
the nations of the earth, and in shaping the destinies of 
men, of the present and after generations, than was all 
tke influence, with his legions, which a Napoleon was 
ever able to command* The accomplishment, too, of 
these immense results to man will not linger, for when 
we take into consideration the vastly improved condition 
of the world, in relation to the surprising facilities of 
pRiNTiNO, LOCOMOTION, &c., WO SCO that time and 
$pace are comparatively annihilated; and that, what 
^ODce was the work of centuries, is now but the business 
of years or days* The *** march of mind is mighty, and 
eannot be staid*." Even the clashing of arms, or the 
foar of cannon,, would only arouse the slumbering, and 
awaken the deed to life. Wiser would it be for a des« 
potic, but puny arm, to attempt to imprison the windst 
or to chain the ocean's billows,, than lo try to repress, 
much longer, the hidden and half smothered, but ir« 
lesistible energies of moral and intellectual power, 
lor the Almighty is not the oppressor's God. Says 
the eloquent and powerful pen of Cqannino : ** every 
principle of' our government and religion condemns. 
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slaveiy. The spirit of oqr age condemns it. The 
decree of the civilized world is gone out against it. 
£ng1and has abolished it France and Denmark me- 
ditate its abolition. The chain is falling from the serf 
in Russia. In the whole circuit of civilized nationSf 
with the single exception of the United States* not a 
voice is lifled up in defence of slavery. All the great 
names in legislation and religion are against it. The 
most enduring reputations of our times have been won 
by resisting it. Recall the great men of this and the 
last generation) and be they philosophers, philanlbropistSs 
poets, economists, statesmen, jurists, all swell the repro- 
bation of slavery. The leaders of opposing religious 
sects, Wesley, the patriarch of methodism, Edwards and 
Hopkins, pillars of Calvinism, join as brothers in ont 
solemn testimony against slavery. And is this an age, 
in which a free and Christian people shall deliberately 
resolve to extend and perpetuate the evil 1 In so doing 
we cut ourselves off from the communion of the nations, 
— we sink below the civilization of our age, — we in- 
vite the scorn, indignation, and abhorrence of the world* 
** I wish not to be understood as having the slightest 
doubt as to the approaching fall of the institution of 
slavery," continues this able and justly distinguished 
writer in his late letter to Mr. Clat, on the subject of 
the meditated annexation of Texas to the United States. 
** It may be prolonged," says he, *^ to our reproach and 
great ultimate suffering, but fall it will^ and must. The 
advocates of slavery must not imagine that to carry a 
vote is to sustain their cause. To succeed, they must 
roll back time to the dark ages ; must send back Luther 
to the cell of his monastery ; must extinguish the glow- 
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ing light of Christianity and moral science ; must blot 
out the declaration cf American independence. The fall 
of slavery is as sure as the descent of your own Ohio. 
In the most enlightened countries of Europe a man 
would forfeit his place in society hy vindicating slavery. 
The slaveholder must not imagine that he has nothing 
to do but to fight with a few aocieiiea. They are strong, 
only as representing the spirit of the Christian and civ- 
ilized world. The world is against him,' and the world's 
Maker. Every day the sympathies of the voorld are for*' 
taking him. Can he hope to sustain slavery against the 
moral feeling, — the solemn sentence of the human race ?" 
This sounds very different from Mr. Calhoun's doc- 
trine, that all who oppose slavery are ^weak-minded 
fanatics,^* and that ^' slavert is the best basis of 

FREEDOM." 

We oflen hear much said about ultraism and uttraists^ 
but I am compelled to come to the conclusion, that there 
are some^ at least, who, with a kind of apishness^ oflen 
make use of these and similar terms reproachfully, who, 
at the same time, hardly know what they would them- 
selves mean by them ; for who does not know, that a 
multitude of names grace the annals of history, as pio- 
neers in great reforms, whose possessors, by having 
their attention especially called to a given subject, and 
divesting themselves of the dark and cumbrous preju- 
dices of the age in which they lived, with almost pro-^ 
phetic vision have penetrated centuries ahead of their 
cotemporaries. 

Many such men, it is true, through ignorance, preju- 
cKce, and malignity, have been persecuted; and many 
•ach have thus been tyrannically put to death for opin* 
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ion's sake ; but whose very death blessed the world as 
much or more than their long and valuable lives cotdd 
have done ! ! 

We all know that the term xdtra simply means beyond, 
ot farther on ; but we see how prone we all are, proba- 
bly from a secret, and perhaps almost unconscious spirit 
of detraction, to brand our fellow-men with the igno- 
minious epithet, ** knave or fool," who dare entertain 
and express opinions beyond our own limited, preju- 
diced, and purblind conceptions. Is it wisdom to close 
our eyes to an approaching evil, until it fall upon us, to 
«ur utter destruction? 



SECTION XXXVIII. 



** I AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
BECAUSE THE SUBJECT IS ALREADY PERFECTLY 
WELL UNDERSTOOD BY THE PEOPLE.'^ 



I HAVE noticed the great variety of objections to dis- 
cussing slavery, which have been, and are yel^ to consi- 
derable extent, prevalent; that when they were analyzed) 
and held up to view, if might be seen how very little 
they amounted to. 

It is the most agreeable to us all, and is certainly no 
more than candour, to put the most charitable construc- 
tion upon the conduct and the motives of our fellow- 
men. I would, therefore, fain suppose that this ob- 
jector, knowing little or nothing on the subject of slave- 
ry himself, presumes there is nothing to be known of it 
by others. If so, he has but to go just one step farther, 
and his conclusion would be, that there is no slavery 
in the world ; that it is all a chimera. He would by 
this time, I should suppose, be fairly qualified to be 
a disciple of Mr. Calhoun, and could begin to prate 
the doctrine that *^ Slavery is the best basis of free- 
dom." The only alternative conclusion at which we 
should be forced to arrive, (if this objector is himself 
well informed on the whole subject of slavery,) would 
be, by his holding out an idea, that the public already 
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nnderatood all about it^ — that he m^mi to d€ceive the 
public. 

It is true* whenever demagogues wish to accomplish 
their own ends, they have generally attempted to flatter 
the vanity of ^* the dear people " into a kind of intoxica-' 
tion, with the idea that they already knew all things. 
As the fox addressed the crow, ^* O how delightfully 
you can sing!" with his mouth wide opent ready to 
catch the cheese, when it fell from her beaky as she 
commenced her sweet notes. 

This is the fact, it is believed, that a virtuous j^eoplt 
will always act right, when they know what that right 
is. But how can it be expected, that we should know 
what right and truth are, without much care and inves- 
tigation 1 Liberty b always purchased at too dear a 
rate, and is also worth too much to be long retained^ 
without great vigilance and effort. 

No judicious parent would ever say to his child* 
^* My child, you are altogether brighter than the children 
of my neighbours ;" but rather would he say, *' if you 
make greater efforts, you will be likely to excel them 
in welUdoingJ*^ Most of my readers would probably 
agree with me,^ that conceit and self-complacency, to 
which human nature is so prone, render us all more or 
less inclined to think that we fully understand many 
things, of which we have as yet comparatively hardly 
learned the alphabet. However humiliating this may 
be to our pride and self-esteem, I nevertheless believe 
it to be no less the fact. 

It would be very natural to appeal for proof of this to 
the universal experience of mankind. For an example ; 
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where can the man be found, who is now fully converted 
to the doctrine of immediate emancipation, of all who 
are in bonds, without crime, who is not ready to say, 
that he has been so converted by irresistible arguments 
andfacts^ developed to his mind even at the time he 
was still complimenting himself, that as for him, he had 
little then to learn on the subject of slavery t 

In showing the mutability of human opinions, preju- 
dices and taste, a very able writer well remarks, that 
** what is deemed visionary to-day, may be debatcMe to- 
'morrow, sensible the next day, unanswerable the day 
after, cind a truism at last." 

If these things be so, would it not become those, who 
yet harbour so much of this ** blindfold prejudice " against 
the anti-slavery cause and its friends, at once to take the 
bandage from their eyes, and to pause and reflect? Are 
they afraid if they do this, that they shall be converted 
by truth, ere they are aware of it, to an unpopular cause, 
and that they cannot float so easily upon the popular 
current ? Oh, ** expediency,^' thou miner of individuals, 
and of nations ! how long wilt thou be permitted to hold 
thy usurped dominion over the world to the exclusion of 
right, the only just and lawful sovereign of every people? 
Though the latter has many professed friends, she has 
but few that follow her through evil as well as through 
good report. When I come in contact with one, who 
■ays, *^ the people know all about slavery ;" ^*^we want 
none of your abolition lecturers to enlighten us ;" and 
adds, **the north have had nothing* to do with slavery; 
it is all verv unforttmately entailed upon us by our fa- 
thers,^ and it is incendiary for us to say ought against 
it. I just ask my friend if he will be so good as to in- 
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form me, how stands the northern congressional vote on 
the admission of »even slave states^ since the organization 
of the federal compact, and long since most of our fathers, 
passed off the stage 1 This is a test question on this 
point, the conclusion of which must be unavoidable ; for 
who cannot see if they will, that actions or votes speak 
much louder than mere professions, and in a language 
which cannot be misinterpreted ? This is as true of na- 
tions as of individuals* 



SECTION XXXIX. 



** I AM A8 MUCH OPPOSED TO SLAVKlir A8 ANT ONB CAlf 
BC, AND THINK IT 19 A MOST DREADFUL EVIL ; BUT I 
AM OPPOSED TO HAVING IT DISCUSSED, BECAUSE 1 
AM A COLONIZATIONIST*" 

Indeed ! ! I this most enchanting word colonizatioDf con- 
tains the real genuine patent salve for wounded con- 
sicences on account of slavery. I would recommend to 
any one who is desirous to find a complete antidote for 
his misgivings of conscience on the subject of slavery, to 
employ some one immeciately who has a clear and beau* 
HftU enunciation^ just to pronounce the word *^ colonizO' 
Hon " a few times in his hearing, and all will be quiet. 
The peculiarly soothing qualities in this word, ** colonic 
zaiion^^^ if rightly pronounced, according to the most 
approved rules of elocution, has been oAen found to be 
the very *^ balm of Gilead " for the lacerations of con- 
science, which that awful and most dangerous and ^* de- 
nunciatory " word ** abolition " has made ! ! But, to the 
point. Suppose you do call yourself a colonizationist, 
what then 1 Are you not willing still to hear facts and 
arguments on the subject of slavery? Suppose they 
should not all appear to agree with your own precon- 
ceived notions. Abolitioniata are not only willing^ but 
even anxious to hear.all that the colonizationiats can say 
on the whole subject of slavery, in all its bearings. 
The writer was himself, as he before suggested, a 
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member of a Colonization Society, and he then veriljr 
believed that every colonizationist in the land was hoi* 
tile to slavery* and was doing, and still ready to do, every 
thing reasonably within his power to abolish it But he 
is now well satisfied that this was then and is yet far other- 
wise — I have frequently heard it remarked, that in al* 
most every instance where Judge Jat's Inquirt 
into the object and tendency of the colonization scheme, 
had been carefully read, the reader became well satisfied 
that the society was in truth a pro-slavery one. I be^ 
lieve, very many men at the north, with benevolent in- 
tentions, and some at the souths have been induced to 
^ink that the colonization scheme was the very [^an to 
abolish slavery in the United States. 

Gerrit Smith, Esq. who is now President of the New 
York State Abolition Society, with many others, undoubt- 
edly once thought so. Had I space enough here, I 
think I could show, to every impartial and unprejudiced 
mind, most conclusively, from the principles and pro- 
ceedings of the Colonization Society itself, that it is vir- 
tually, wholly in the slavehplding interest, and not aniu 
slavery at alL All this may be, and still but few of its 
members be fully conscious of it. 

It is certainly a most remarkable fact, which every 
intelligent abolitionist is now fully prepared to demon- 
strate, that while ^* colonization '' for years has been one 
thing at the north, it has been another and a vastly dif- 
ferent thing at the south, which the very few quotations 
out of many which might be adduced may serve in some 
degree to show to the unbiassed and discerning mind. 
The leading colonization men, (who are mostly slave- 
holders,) 00 far from expecHng^ or even iesking that this 
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society should OTor do away 8laTery« their proanoeBt 
doctrine is, (though not in so many words, fer it woold 
alarm the world,) that it rivets the chains tighter and 
tighter upon their slaves. 

Great numbers of good men, in this society, as in po- 
litical parties, it is fully believed, know little of what ^ir 
leaders are doing. A superficial view of the scheme 
looks plausible on paper, for it has the semblance of 
benevolence and humanity; but it has most clearly 
stolen the very ** Hvery of heaoen to scrv* the dwU fii." 
In reality — " 

** It is a monster of so frightful mien, 
As to be hated needs but to be seen.** 

Whoever may bo disinclined to believe all this, by 
im|>artially reading the late edition of Judge Jay's ad- 
mirable work on colonization, I think can no longer 
doubt the correctness of the opinion, that the present 
colonization crusade, is the doing of evil, and only evil 
continually, with but the pretension that good may come. 
All this may be and still be true, that there are some be- 
nevolent hearts interested in this object 

I am fully aware that these are grave and startling 
charges to some. But let us listen a moment to their 
leading organsy and then judge for ourselves. In their 
2d report, page 9th, they declare that they confidently 
believe that the *^ colonization " of the free people of 
colour, will render the slave who remains in America, 
more obedient, more faithful, more honest, and conse- 
quently more useful to his master. Again : f^ By 
removing the most fruitful sources qf discotUeniy (tht 
free Uacks) firom among our slaves^ w% should, randsr 
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them more industrious and attentive to out* conwumda.^^ 
Address of Putnam^ (Georgia) Colonization So-^ 
ciety. ** What greater pledge can we give for the mo- 
deration, and safety of our me€t8ure$y than oor ovm wUT' 
estSr oi slaiMholdersy and the ties that bind os to the 
Mofveholding cainmunity to which we belong 1" Speech 
of Mr. Key, Vice-President, 11th report, page 14th» 
^' The injury that they (the free blacks) do to the slave^ 
-holder's property by their influence upon his servants, 
woul^ if valued^ amount to more than sufficient to con- 
vey them from us." Address of Rev. C. Young to the 
Colonization Society, African Repository, 111, 67. 

** To remove these persons from among us will increase 
the usefuhuss^ and improve the moral character of those 
who remain in servitude, and with whoie labowra the 
country is unable to dispense.*^ Address to a ^orth 
Cfarolina Colonization Society, African Repository,. 
111,67. 

** The tendency of the scheme, and one of its ob- 
jects, is to secure slaveholders and the whole southern 
country against certain evil consequences growing out of 
the present threefold mixture of our population." Ad- 
dress to a Virginia Col. Society^ African Repository^ 
4^274. 

** By removing these people {the free blacks) we rid 
ourselves oi a large party, who will always be ready to 
assist our slcnoes in any mischievouis design they may con* 
ctive" Address to a Colonization Society in Virginia^ 
African Repository, 1,167. 

** Are they (the free blacks) vipers sucking our blood ? 
We will hurl them from us ! !" Address to Lynchburgh 
Colonization Society^ Africaii Repository 3, 201. 
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*' We might well Unidc such a seDtiineiit of horbng 
people out of the country headlongv might very fitly 
emanate from Lynchburgh, if the character of its inhab- 
itants corresponds with the name*" Again : By thus 
repressing the rapid increase of blacks, the white popula* 
tion would be able to reach and soon overtop them. 
** The consequence would be security.^^ — African Re- 
pository, 4, 344. 

The New-Orleans (a colonization) Journal, in speak* 
ing of Jiurling the free blacks out of the country, says, 
'* So far from having a dangerous tendency, when prop- 
erly considered, it will be viewed as an additumal guard 
to our '^peculiar species of property.** 

And again — which is the last I will cite here among 
very many such *^ beattful extracts," that might be quo- 
ted:— 

'* The removal of every free black in America, would 
be productive of nothing but safety to the slavehMer.** 
— African Repository, 3d, 207. 

At a late meeting of Colonization slaveholders in 
Richmond, Virginia, the notable Henrt A. Wise 
being present, was called on by acclamation for a 
speech, to which he arose and said : *' He was once a 
member of a colonization society; that he strongly ap- 
proved of its original design ; but that when an effort 
was made in the Parent society in Washington by 
Mr. GfiRRBT Smith, Dr. Breckenridge, and others, 
to pervert it from its original object, [which was, to 
hurl free blacks out of the country to make the poor 
slaves the more secure in their chains,] he had tsith' 
dravm^ and watched the institution with a jealous eye. 
He feared it might be made an engine of the aeoli- 
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TioKiSTs; and if it shoald be, it would prove afearfid 
one to the s&tUh.*^ 

Poor men ! Their circumstances are indeed uneia-*^ 
viable. 1 know of no other course for them, if thej ntt 
set on rushing headlong to ruin, instead of obeying God 
and opening their mouths wide for the oppressed and 
the dumb, but to implicitly obey the dictation of the 
Congress of these United States, and at once padlock 
their mouths on the vfkole subject oj slavery ^ as a sub- 
ject not even to be named. Indeed, it never ought to 
be named under these heavens as having a place in anjr 
nook Or corner upon this footstool. 

Mr. Wise also said, that *' he did not recommend the 
Colonization Society until he had ascertained to hi^ 
satisfaction^ at the head^quarters in Washington^ that it 
might be safely depended on to strengthen that interest,'* 
(slaveholding.) 

The editor of the Richmond Whig said, '* there was 
fear that the mass of mankind would not discrimintUe 
between colonization and emancipation; that the com^ 
mon mind, in becoming a convert to the firsts might 
consider itself bound to advocate the latter / and (con- 
tinues this slaveholding editor,) believing as we do that 
slavery^ as it exists in the sonthan States^ is an institu- 
tion good in itself, yielding to the blacks the greatest 
amount of happiness of which they are by nature sus- 
ceptible, and developing the noMest faculties of the whites^ 
we look with a jealous eye to whatever may have a tend' 
ency to impair it ; and we are the more suspicious be- 
cause of the crusade now preached against us by the 
whole civilized world,** 

If making men tyrannical and despotic in their priti- 
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eiples and their feelings can be called developing their 
noblest factUtiea^ then indeed this slaveholding editor is 
right. That this is the legitimate tendency of one class 
of men having another class entirely under their controU 
needs no argument whatever to prove. The history of 
the world and every day's observation more than coo- 
firm it. 

Whoever will take the trouble to read the history of 
the manners and customs of slaveholding countries, 
cannot doubt that slaveholding tends directly to make 
men petty despots. Indeed, every man knows, from 
his own common sense, that all this is but human 
nature. 

Now, allowing all the philanthropy of individual colo- 
nizationists that may be claimed, what can the^ plain 
English of the universally approved doctrine of the 
Colonization Society, to wholly dieapprove of emaneU' 
potion in any case tohatever except it be coupled with 
an assent to immediate txpairiation^ aihount to but this i 
that notwithstanding this nation has kidnapped the poor 
African, dragged him into this land, and cruelly com- 
pelled him, by taskmaaters and chains^ to make it his 
adopted country ^ where are now their graves of many 
generations; and notwithstanding this wronged^ op- 
pressed^ sufferings and enslaved people have by lis been 
compelled to unrequited labour and toil for two hundred 
years to convert this once wilderness land into a para^ 
dise for fi«, we now behold them in numbers so great f 
though in chains^ we begin to tremble for our own 
safety^ and, from the same sdjish and wicked policy that 
first brought them into bondage^ we say to them, ** we 
have eiMlaved you, sold you, and worked youx withQUt 



ttLVBtRJLT%t>* 4^1 

pay^ as long as we think it safe for our$elvt8 ; and now, 
if you will forever leave the country ^ naked and destitute^ 
and never even ask us for what we honestly owe yoUj we 
will most benevolently and grctciously condescend to ex- 
tend our kind and merciful hand to take off your fetters^ 
handcuffs^ and chains,** Be the same more or less, this 
is but the simple unvarnished interpretation of that odious 
and very wicked emancipation policy connected with the 
condition of an assent to immediate expatriation. 

But, says one, they ought to think themselves well 
dealt by if they can even obtain their liberty in this way. 
What would you think of a man, if he should seriously 
si^ to you that you ought to pay him ^250, because he 
had a good chance to rob you of ^600, and did not do 
it ! ! ? Or, were you a foreigner, or a native-bom citizen 
in this country, what would you think of an American, 
who honestly owed you a given sum, but would pay you 
no part of it only on the painful condition that you would 
forever leave the country ? Even this kind of benevo- 
lence of colonization is but rare. Its usual and almost 
universal benevolence is to hurl the free coloured people, 
who have obtained their freedom by hard labour, out 
of the country as soon as possible, and almost in any 
manner^ before they excite human property to assert its 
humanity^ and burst its chains. 

Even were it just and wise in this nation to drive so 
large a portion of its physical power from it as the two 
and a half millions of the labouring population, we can 
at once judge of its utter impracticability, when we find 
that the great national Colonization Society, during all 
its efforts for twenty years, has only taken away the 
increase for a few weeks. But did the South once 
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dream that all her labouring streogth was to be severed 
from her, she would oppose it more than she now does 
abolition itself; for she well maj know, it would <2e- 
poptUaie the entire slave States. 

Two opinions, the belief of which have for a long 
time kept a large portion of the north in some patience 
with the slavery of this nation, are, in my opinion, with- 
out a particle of foundation. One is, that the slave- 
holders would very soon emancipate their slaves if let 
entirely alone, — and that this, probably, was the better 
way. The elker is, a kind of unaccountable tivmUiy or 
moral cowardice^ (originating in ignorance of the true na- 
ture of the case,) that if we said a word against slavery, 
the slaveholders would instantly be thrown into a fit of 
insanity and desperation to ** diatolve the Union^^ and 
at once surrender themselves into the hands of their 
own SLAVES, to be dealt with without mercy. 

It is thought that enough has previously been said in 
regard to all such opinions, by the aid of our own com- 
mon sense, with their specified qualifications, to show 
their utter futility. 

While I cannot for a moment doubt, that there are 
colonizationists who are men of great benevolence, and 
who think they see, by an *'*' eye of faith^^^ all Afiiqa 
christianized through the American Colonization 
Society, and the last yoke cast ofi* from the last of her 
unhappy sons exiled in America; still, that the great body 
of the southern colonizationists, who are mostly large 
slaveholders and traffickers in human flesh, can have 
any such expectation^ or even denre^ appears to me must 
require a very great amount of credulity to credit, when 
such is their language in one breath; but in the very 
next, their language is, either that ^slavery ii the be$t 
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6am affretdom^^ or a **dwine instiiutiwn ;^* or, that 
*Uhere will be no safety for our property («/ave«} uDtU 
we hurl these wretched free blacks out of the country ;" 
and in the third breath, that the ** south can never dis^ 
penae with African labour," which appears to be an 
ahnost universal admission among slaveholders and c<>» 
lonizationists ^ while at the same instant they declare 
that theyare in favour of emancipation no faster than 
the emancipated shall be colonized. Now, I have to 
acknowledge, that it is entirely beyond my humble ca* 
pacity to make all this jargon hang together. 

Mr* Calhoun, claiming to be the great organ and 
dictator of slaveholding politicians, with all their nortbh 
em abettors, (and, as one might well think, from his lata 
unprecedented influence in the Senate of the United 
States on this subject, very justly so claiming,) lately 
made the grave and important declaration in that Senate, 
that the ** different colours in this country were insepar^ 
ably united beyond the possibility of a separation,*^ 

Whoever cares enough about the welfare of his coun- 
try, or hisyree, or his enslaved countrymen, to take the 
trouble to look into the subject, by reading the slayb 
LAWS, (which are at once the most authentic^ as well aa 
th^ most prolific sources of correct information on the 
whole subject of slavery,) will soon find, to his own aa«, 
tonishment, that when slaveholders become impatient 
with the tardy movements of the colonization wheels, io 
rolling American citizens (free coloured people) out of 
their country by a more circuitous route, they uncare^ 
raohiously, in their ** vengeful impatience," just ** cut 
across lots," and actually banish them by law from their 

37 
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itapective States, in open and Mgh'lumdkd tiolaiicn of 
the €on8^ituiion of the Umied Slmiet. 

A law to this effect has existed some time in Mnry* 
hmd, Louisiana also passed the same law at the kte 
session of her legislature. But no matter, thinks one, 
UMy are nothing but ^ niggers.'* I told you so, says 
another, *^ you abolition ^gituiors hwD€ done aH ikia.** 

And here I cannot withhold my sober and unimpas- 
sioned sentiment, that the whole spirit of American slar- 
ery and oppression is nothing less than the very spirit of 
the abodes of the *^ Uackneaa of darkness ;" and that, 
onless speedily overcome hy the blessing of Heaven, 
through the renovating power of light and truth, it will 
finally, not only banish or enslave the free, regardless 
ef colour, but imprison freedom herself. Its motto ap- 
pears to be, ^peaceably if we con, hnt fordMy if we 
mui^.'* This is precisely the same ** expedient" and 
wicked policy pursued towards our Indians, which makes 
even military men revolt at it.* 

But I would fain trust that the American people are 
no longer to be duped by this plausible, but deceptive 
scheme of elaveholding colonization ; for it is now dis- 
tiBctly seen, that so far from its even pointing towards 
the emancipation of the two and a half millions of our 
Oppressed and enslaved countrymen, it would rather eti- 
tidoe or banish those who are yet, at least, nominally 
free, that those who are already in ac<i«ai bondage may 
thereby remain the more secure in their chains, none 
being left, in mercy, to file them off. 

* General Jessup's late letter to the Secretuy of War, recom- 
mending a discontinuance of the Florida war. 
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Upob this same principlei the dark (miuliberty epirU 
would fain iMuiish or enslave aboHtionists, or any other 
class of American citizens, ** bleached or %mbleached^^ 

m 

who dare speak like men about slavery and liberty. 

Now, in view of all these incongruous and totaUjr 
contradictory statements from th^ slavelwlding or co* 
lonizaiion inieresU in addition to the important fact^ 
that among the hosts of Presidents and Yice-PBESi-* 
DENTS of this famous and mysterious society, (most of 
whose officers have been large slaveholders and slave* 
traffickers,) not one, it is learned, has ever been known 
to have emancipated a single slave for colonization, or 
for any other purpose, who must not believe, whatever 
may be the object of this society, that its tendency^ at 
least, must be any thing but benevolent or anti-slavery* 

Does it look much like the benevolence of the ** gos* 
pel of peace and good-will to maoi^^^ to *'hurl from us such 
a lot o{ wretched nuisancea^^^ (as the slaveholders call 
them,) from such motives^ to christianize all Africa, as 
they tell us at the north, where they are, many of them, 
again soon kidnapped, and brought back and sold over 
and over again into slavery 1 

For a nation, well known to nil Africa to be carrying 
on land kidnapping and pirating to the dreadful extent 
that this guilty nation is, to send its agents as Christian 
missionaries to the African chieftains, to persuade them 
to cease their bloody conflicts, — to kidnap their fellow- 
men to sell to water pirates, — is about as consistent, 
and will probably have about the same effect (unlesa 
miraculously overruled against all means^ adapted to an 
endj) as it would have had before the commencement of 
the temperance reform, for all the venders and drinkers 
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of anient gptrtU, while jpi themsehea BtlUng and drtak" 
ingf to attempt to rebuke the distillers or the manufee* 
turers of in text catiog drinks. 

I have sold out and drank out the load of alcohol^ 
Mr. Distiller, that 1 purchased of jou last week, and 
have now come for another load : — but, pray, why do 
you continue this unhallowed and destructive business 
to the best interests of your fellow-men? 

But, replies the distiller^ why do you continue to drink 
and to sell Ibis destructive article? 

O, replies the vender, after it is once manufacturedt 
if I don't sell it and drink it, somebody else will ! ! ! 

So reasons the trafficker in human flesh. I know, 
says he, that the business of slaveholding and slave traf- 
ficking is like (adding fuel iofire^ in keeping up the cruel 
and bloody strife for captives for the ** Chriatian^a gdd^* 
among the long distressed and unhappy sons of Africa* 
But, exclaims the pious slavetrader, we slaveholders, 
slave traffickers, and colonizationists, have faith to be* 
lieve that we shall soon christianize all Africa ; and, in 
the mean time, if we don't sell these Africans and all 
their posterity into endless slavery, somebody else will, 
and perhaps, too,^ they will sell them to ^^ infidel mas- 
ters." Could not this pharisaical veil be very conveni- 
ently thrown over any other crime of the deepest die, 
from the same artful and plausible pretext? A great 
villain once confessed on the scafibld that he had robbed 
and murdered a man, because he overheard some other 
villains plotting how to do it ; and he spoke of it, too, 
by way of palliation of his crime. 

But time and space suggest to me, that I should refer 
any one for further information on this part of the subject 
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to Judge Jay's In^uirt, (late edition,) and to Judge 
Stroud's Sketch, of the Slave Laws. The information 
to be derived from these sources, (to those who may 
not already have had the opportunity of reading these 
books,) will be invaluable. They disclose many deep- 
ly interesting and astounding facts, in relation to the 
whole subject of slavery and colonization, which every 
American citizen, and every lover of liberty, ought to 
understand, whether he be a Christian, a philanthropist, 
or a patriot. 

I will here give it as my own humble but ddibertUe 
opinion, that so long as the slave traffic is carried on in 
the world, colonizing coloured persons to Africa can 
be productive -of no good whatever ; for the very obvi- 
ous reason that wicked inducements are constantly held 
out, by all slaveholding countries, to the hosts of barba- 
rous chieftains of that unhappy country, to carry on their 
bloody conquests, to obtain captives to sell to *' CAm- 
ItoiM," or, as some of these chieftains say, to while 
**4«wfo," or " Ckriatian dogs ! ! /" 
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SECTION XL. 

*'l AM OPPOSED TO THE DISCUSSION OF SLAVERY, 
AND TO EMANCIPATION, BECAUSE THE SLAVES 
ARE BETTER OFF THAN THE POOR IiABOURING 
WHITE PEOPLE ARE AT THE NORTH." 

As I (ear that I kave already overtaxed the patience 
of my reader, I shall leave this objection, together with 
the whole subject, as I have been enabled to present it« 
to the impartial and candid judgement of all, simply by 
quoting a few of the southern laws« both in relation to 
slaves, and to the coloured people called free^ as grow- 
ing out of the purely despotic nature of slavery itself, 
believing that people of judgement always prefer to 
have their understandings addressed with facts and ar- 
guments, to barely having their imaginations entertain- 
ed, and their sympathies excited, by mere declamation. 
Whoever could be eloquent in painting the scenery of 
the MOON, doubtless could make a fine colonization 
f^eech. 

The only apology I expect to find in the mind of my 
reader, for saying as much as I have on this subject, is, 
both the importance,, and also the very nature itself of 
the great theme of human liberty ^ 

To the objection of a slaveholder, to having any re- 
ference whatever made to the condition of slaves in the 
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slave States, the Hob. Win* Slade recently replied on the 
floor of Cotigress, that be quoted the slave-laws as h» 
would a dictionary, to show what slayery is. In this, 
he was undoubtedly correct ; for the executed laws ftmong 
all people, most conclusively demonstrate their actual 
moral, social, and political condition. 

In this, there cati be no sophistry, no declamaiionf no 
exaggerationj and.no ^* denunciation.^* It stands up> 
and speaks for itself, in language that cannot be gain*- 
sayedv in argument that cannot be controverted ; and 
with a power that cannot be resisted, except by some 
overpowering and sordid interests. 

Had it been any part of the design of this work to 
have drawn out an array of instances of the unutterable 
barbarities and cruellies, as the legitimate results of the> 
bloody and atrocious system of cruel man holding his 
fellow-man as a mere chattel,. — I should have drawn 
largely from the narratives of such men as Charles Ball 
and James Williams, who had then^selves long been 
slaves, but were at last mercifully delivered ** so as by 
fire," from the jaws of the monster. The latter of these 
our countiymen,. closes his most thrilling narrative in the 
following language : •'^ 

** Oh, if the miserable men and women, now toiling^ 
on the plantations of Alabama, could know that thoq* 
sands in the free States are praying and striving for. 
their deliverancf , how would the glad tidings be whi8«- 
pered from cabin to cabin, and how would the slave 
mother, as she watches over her infant, bless God on 
her knees, for the hope that this child of her day of sor-- 
row might never realize, in stripes and toil, and grief 
unspeakable^ what it is to be a slave I" 
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Mj references to the slave lawri in this place must 
necessarily be very limited; bat I would respectfully, 
but most earnestly, request every man who would love 
and promote rational freedom, and who desires to know 
what slavery really is, if he has not already done so, at- 
tentively to read Judge Stroud's, and other recent valu- 
able works on the bloody and most revolting slave 
code ; for it is only through laws and corresponding 
practices, (from ^^stem necessity," as the slaveholders 
say,) growing out of slavery^ that all the untold and un- 
utterable horrors of slavery can be seen in their true 
light. Did I say in their true light ! ! ! 

But even then, they can be but faintly conceived of, 
but by him, who is himself under the chains and the 
lash, and has the cruel iron of slavery sunk deep into his 
own soul. 

We sometimes hear a kind of brutish exclamation 
from some persons of very gross conceptions of human 
liberty ; how foolish that ** black fellow " must have been 
to run away from so ^* good a master /" 

Look at the poor Indian who has always been driven 
from his own lands, and from his native htfme, by the 
point of the white man's bayonet, and still is driven from 
place to place, and sufifers and endures every possible 
privation to enjoy his native freedom ! I 

And what freeman, be he ever so poor and degraded, 
would voluntarily sell himself, and his posterity forever 
aller him, to the best man on the earth ? Therefis no 
instance on record of a human being voluntarily seUing 
., hioiself past hope of redemption, under any circum- 
Irtances whatever. The truth is, tiiat man, by his 
Cr£ator, was made as free as the fish that glides in the 
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water, the bird that flits in the air, or the beast that 
roams the forest ; and he remained so, until fallen man's 
inhumanity to man, with ^* fiend ambition," forged hii 
cruel chains. The height and perfection of all temporal 
human freedom, under a civil government, is tirici o6e- 
dience to just and equal laws founded an the moral code 
given to U8 by our great Lawgiver, 

£very human being feels the inestimable blessing of 
this freedom, when he is conscious of living under such 
a government. 

'But, by intuition, quick to discern his equal rights, 
whenever he sees and feels the heavy hand of oppres- 
sion upon him, he readily- and very justly regards him- 
self as robbed of thai by h\a fellow^ which his Creatob 
designed him to enjoy. Is there an Indian who has 
been driven from his dear native home, (where are still 
the graves of his ancestors,) by ** Christians," into the 
far western wilds, and is now surveying, as it were 
upon the rocky mountains, his laHt leap into the Pacific 
Ocean, and who has himself sufiered and endured so 
much hardships and privation to maintain his native 
freedom, but would at once be an independent and a 
whole souled abolitionist? 

A pure, a noble, and an untrammelled mind, is alwa3rs 
In favour of universal freedom and equal rights, for aU^ 
and forever ; but party ^ or prejudice, through *' inierat 
vile^^^ is the bane of life. 

I was much gratified by the very sensible and noble 
reply of an intelligent lady, to my question, whether she 
was an abolitionist? **To be sure, I am; I think too 
much of liberty myself, to wish to have innocent people 
enslaved for a moment," was her ready answer. 
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I will just say here« that as the masters want their 
labour constantly, it is very seldom that they imprison 
their slaves. The slave would, doubtless, leap for joy, 
for the preference of being imprisoned and working tea 
hours a day with the vilest criminals, and the greatest 
villains in the land, to toiling sixteen hours a day for 
nothing, in the burning sugar, cotton, and rice fields, 
with the frequent cruel whippings from his merciless 
driver, and hb quart of corn a day ! 1 1 But the treat- 
ment our guilty States' prison convicts receive, is alto- 
gether too good, says this oppressive nation, for two and 
a half millions of men, women, and children, who. are 
charged with no offence against God or man, but their 
being found with a complexion of a sable hue, the work 
of their Maker. The slaveholders' usual mode of pun- 
ishing their slaves, in order to keep th^m delving on at 
their weary and never ending toils, is by whipping in dif^ 
ferent degrees of severity, and cropping off- ane^ and 
sometimes both ears, close to their head. 

This last act of barbarism is said, however, not to be 
practised so much as formerly, as it was found to injure 
the 8€Ue of their property. 

I suppose the ear that was recently sent for an insult 
to Mr. Tappan, of New-York, was lawfully taken (ac- 
cording to their barbarous and piratical slave laws,) from 
the head of some poor slave, for some comparatively 
trifling offence, that would hardly be noticed in a white 
person. I will here give the law in regard to cropping 
off ears. 

If a slave or Indian shall take away, or let loose any 
boat or canoe, from a landing, or any other place 
Where the owner may have made the same fast ; for 
the first offence, he shall receive 39 lashes on the bare 
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baek ; and for die second offence, shall forfeit aod have 
CHt off from his head, one ear, 2d Brev. Dig. 288. 

So as to the first ofience in North Carolina and 
Tennessee. Haywood's Manual, 78 — act of 1741, 
chap. 13. 

There is « section of law. in Louisiana, which shows 
tiie haughty and tyrannical spirit which slavery begets, 
even towards free persons unable to resist the tyranni- 
dd power of slaveholders. It is this. 

Free people of colour ought never to insult or strike 
white people, nor presume to think themselves equal io 
^ iohdtes^ but on the contrary, they ought to yield to 
them on every occasion, and never speak or answer 
them but with great respect, under the penalty of tm- 
jmsofnnefi/, according to the nature of the offence II — 
1st Martin's Digest, 840, 42. 

This law is only an unguarded and frank avowal of 
the slaveholder's real feelings towards even free persons, 
who will not succumb to his despotic dictation. They 
not only feel so, but they act it out, by making just such 
laws over them as they please, without their know* 
ledge or consent, when they have the power. 

In South Carolina, if a free negro entertains a runa- 
way slave, he forfeits ten pounds ; and if unable to pay 
the fine, which must be the case ninety-nine times in a 
hundred, he is to be sold as a slave for life. In 1 827, 
a free woman and her three children, were thus sold, 
for harbouring two little slave children over night I 

In Mississippi, every free negro or mulatto, not being 
Me to prove himself free, (which, when he is free, is 
often entirely out of bis power,) is sold as a slave for 
Ufe, and his poflterity forever after lum. How sherkiiig 
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to every sense of right, that innocent children, with their 
posterity after them forever, should he thus cursed, eith* 
er for a pretended, or a real fault of their parents. This 
provision extends to most of the slave States, and is now 
in full operation in the District of Columbia, to the great 
shame of our guilty partisan nation. The slaveholders 
have many other ways, which they call legal, of dragging 
free people of colour and their posterity afler them, into 
endless and hopeless slavery, besides downright kid- 
napping, which is often resorted to by gangs of beings, 
who make slave-hunting with their guns and slave dogs, 
a regular livelihood, for the sake of the high rewards 
bid up for them by the master ; and sometimes the re- 
wards are bid up, saying, "dead or alive." Had it 
been the design of this work, I could here describe nu- 
merous instances of this kind, almost too shocking to 
relate, as well as most inhuman and barbarous treatment 
by the masters and drivers. But I must forbear. 

The unrighteous and oppressive laws against free 
people of colour, are enacted, both from the slavehold- 
er's desire to increase the number of their slaves by re- 
ducing them back to slavery, and also, from their general 
hatrisd and suspicion of all free people of colour, as well 
as free whiles, who will not tamely submit to have their 
mouths padlocked on the great and vital subject of hu- 
man liberty. 

Slaveholders entertain the same hatred and suspicions 
ayUnst, and the same desire to subject to their own des- 
potic control, all freemen, without regard' to colour, who 
dare say a word against slavery ; or rather, who are not 
sworn advocates for slavery itself; or, as they more 
amoothly say, their ** peculiar or delicate institHtioiis." 
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Hence we mast see the utter impractreability of freemen 
and slaveholders ever dwelling together in unity in the 
same republic. Indeed they should not ao dweU, for 
it would only be the peace of death, and not that " peace 
of God which passeth all understanding." 

This republic might stand forever, if the whole fab- 
ric was based on universal freedoin and equal rights, 
'and practically and scrupulously carried out ; for all the 
people, as one man, would then sustain it. tTpon these 
principles, by the blessing of Heaven> we might become 
a great, an honourable, and a distinguished nation ; the 
centre of attractionjbr the world. But as it now is, a 
mighty struggle will forever be kept up between the 
north and the south, until it shall be determined whether 
all the labouring population of the whole country shaU 
be slaves, or all freemen. Whenever I have beheld 
furious rioters, (the servile toole of despots behind the 
scene,) I have thought to myself, poor men ! did you 
but know that you are forging yokes for your own necks, 
and chains for your own linnbs, you would quickly desist* 
But I fear sometimes that they will not know this until 
too late. 

This struggle between liberty and slaveiy will not 
the less exist, because many may not be so fully aware 
of it, until too late, when all will be over. This is no 
fiction, but is the language of ** truth and soberness," 
and is what some of us and our children will undoubt- 
edly realize, either for ** weal or for wo." The tinti* 
is already rapidly approaching, when but two distinct 
voices will be heard on the sijbject of slavery, in our' 
whole country, either *' I am for slavery, or I am for 
freedom." Ail idle apologies and vain pretexts will 
be Mown to the four winds. At present, many a?oid 
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tlie test by resortiiig to heartless sophistry, and ingeo^ 
ious subterfuge for hiding places ; but there is one who 
kno.ws we cannot serre two masters, and he will soon 
call us out, as by the mouth of a Joshua, and say to us 
in a voice which cannot be resisted, ** Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve ; if the Lord hfi €rod, serve him, 
and if Baal, serve him.'' 

One important fact I cannot forbear here to notice : 
it shows clearly the iron rod of terror constantly held 
over the poor trembling slave. It is this : that all white 
persons, of every age and character, in reality are con- 
stituted by law, absolute despots over the slave. With 
tery few exceptions, the penal taws to which slaves are 
subject, relate not to the violation of any moral or divine 
laws whatever. Positive and arbitrary institutions are 
their only sanction. Thus, if a slave is found beyond 
the limits of the town in which he lives, of of the planta- 
tion where he is usually employed, without the company 
of a white {lerson, or without the vn-itten perniission of 
his master, employer, &c. any person may apprehend 
him, and punish him with whipping on the bare back, 
not exceeding twenty lashes. Brevard's Digest, 231 : 
Prince's Digest, 427. In Mississippi, similar punishment 
by direction of a justice of the peace ; Mississippi Rev. 
Code, 371. So also in Virginia and Kentucky, at the 
discretion of the justice, both as to the imposition of the 
punishment and the number of stripes. 1 . Virginia, Rev. 
Code, 422; 2d Litt. and Swi. Dig. 1150; and see 2 
Missouri Laws, 741 - 2 ; ibid. 614. For travelling by 
himself from his master's land to any other place, un- 
less by the most usual and accustomed road, the owner 
of the land on which said slave may be found, is anthor- 
i^d to inflict forty lashes upon him. Haywood's Han- 
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ual, 51S, (act of 1729.) For travelliog in the night witho^t 
« pass, forty laahea : ibid. Any person may lawfully 
kill a slave who has been outlawed for running away« 
and lurking in swamps, &c. Haywood's Manual, 524 : 
(act of 1753.) And if a slave be out of the house, or 
off the plantation of his master, without some white 
person in company, and shall refuse to submit to an ex- 
amination of any white person, such white person may 
apprehend and whip him ; and if he shall assault and 
strike said white persod, he may be lawfully killed. 2 
Brevard's Digest, 231 : Ponce's Digest, 447. 

A slave endeavouring to entice another slave to run 
away, if provisions, &c. be prepared for the purpose of 
aiding in such running away, shall be punished with 
death : 2d Brevard's Digest, 2^3 and 244 : and the 
slave who shall aid and abet the slave so endeavouring 
to entice another slave to run away, shall also suffer 
death ! ! ibid. In Maryland, 39 stripes on the naked 
back, is the penalty for harbouring a slave one hour ! ! 
Act of 1748, chap^ 19, 4. If a slave shall presume 
to strike any white person, such slave, upon trial and 
conviction, before the justice or justices, according to 
the discretion of this act, shall, for the first oflfence, suffer 
such punishment as the said justice or justices shall, in 
his or their discretion, think fit, not extending to life or 
limb ; for the second ofience he must suffer death I ! 1 
To show the unrighteous and unequal treatment of 
slaves and white persons, in Virginia alone, there 
are in their slave code 71 ofienoes for which the slavee 
suffer death, none of which are capital ofibnces in 
whites. In the city of Savannah, any person wh« 
teaches a free negro to read or write incurs a penalty of 
thirty dollars. Of course a father cannot instruct his 



448 UBSBTT AHO 8LATBRT 

own children. In Maryland, s justice of the peace ma j 
Older a firee negro'9 ears to be cut off for striking a 
white person. In Kentucky, for the same offence, he 
is to reeeiTe thirty lashes, ** well laid on," which is the 
language of the law. In Georgia, a white man is liable 
to a fine of 500 dollars for teaching a free negro to read 
or write. If any free negro teach another, he is to be 
fined and whipped at the discretion of the court. Should 
a free negro presume to preach to, or exhort his eompan* 
ions, he may be seized without warrant, and whipped 
39 lashes, and the same number of lashes may be 
applied to each one- of his congregation by any person, 
without trial. No wonder that such laws make Lynchites 
of people without regard to colour. Who must not see 
that Lynchism, despotism, and '* mobism" are the legiti- 
mate ofl&prings of slavery in this nation 1 Can it be that 
ih» people ^^ laugh at these dreadful realities until they 
see thei^ foHy in mourning for their cahimity 1 

In Yirginia, should free negroes^ or their children 
assemble at a school to learn reading or writing, any 
justice of the peace may dismiss the samo with twenty 
lashes on the back of each pupil. By a late law of 
Maryland, a free coloured person coming into the state, 
IS liable to a fine of fifty dollars for every week he re- 
mains in it If he cannot pay the fine, he is to be sold 
a slave fbr life,^ and his children forever afler him. 

In Louisiana, the penalty of instructing a free black 
in a Sunday school, is, for the first offence, $500 ; for 
the second offence, death f ! ! 

In North Carolina, if a slave run away, by the master 
going through the idle and mock ceremony to make affi- 
davit of it before a justice^ the justice then issues a pro- 
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clamation, ordering the slave (who cannot read) imme- 
diately hack to his master ; and if the poor slave does not 
learn how to read iU ond obey the summons forihvoith^ any 
person may kill him. 

. And also, when the owner of the slave has just taken 
this **' Ugid step^^* he can hid up a public reward for him, 
saying, *' dead or oltve," ** so that he can see him." . 

I will here cite a very few specimens, from public do- 
cuments, going to show what slavery really is, that the. 
reader may judge whether he would like it better than 
freedom, with even *^ starveUion ed his door^ and poverly 
in rage*" 

To the Editors of the Constitutionalist 

Aiken^ S.C., Dec. 20, 1836. 
I have just returned from an inquest I held over the 
dead body of a negro man, a runaway, tilat was shot 
near the South Edisto, in this district, (Barnwell,) on 
Saturday morning last He came to his death by his 
own recklessness. He refused to be taken alive ; and 
eaid, that other attempts to take him had been made, 
and he was determined that he would not be taken. 
When taken he was nearly naked — had a large dirk or 
knife and a heavy club. He was at first (when those 
who were in pursuit of him found it absolutely neces- 
sary,) shot at with small shot, with the intention of 
merely crippling him. He was shot at several times, 
and at last was so disabled as to be compelled to sur- 
render. He kept in the rqn of a creek in a very 
dense swamp all the time that the neighbours were in 
pursuit of him. Aa soon as the negro was taken, the 
bast medical aid was procured, but be died on the same 
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ereniiig. One of the witnesses at the inquisitio» staled 
^ Huit the negro hoy sud that he was from Mississippi^ and 
belonged to so many persons, he did not know who his 
master was ; but again he said, his master's name was 
Brown. He said his own name was Sam ; and when 
asked by another witness who his master was, he mut- 
tered something like Augusta or Augustine. The boy 
was apparently above 36 or 4t) years of age, about six 
feet high, slightly yellow in the face, very long beard or 
whiskers, and very stout built, and a stem countenance ; 
and appeared to have been a runaway a long time. 

William H. PRiTCHARn, 
Coroner^ {ex officio^) BamweU DisLj S. C 
0^ The Mississippi and other papers will please copy 
the above. — Georgia ConstiiutionalisL 

^100 REWARD. — Ran away from the subscriber, 
living on Herring Bay, Ann Arundel County, Md., on 
Saturday, 2Sth January, negro man Elijah, who calls 
himself Elijah Cook; is about 21 years of age, well 
made, of a very dark complexion ; has an impediment in 
his speech, and a scar on his left cheek bone^ apparency 
occasioned by a shot. 

J. Scrivener. 

AnapoUs {Md.) Rep.y Feb. 1837. 

$40 REWARD. — Ran away from my residence near 
Mobile, two negro men, Isaac and Tim. Isaac is froln 
25 to 30 years old, dark^^eomplexion, sear on the right 
side of the head, and also one on the right' side of the 
body, occasioned by buck shot. Tim is 22 years old, 
4«rk complexion^ scar on the right cheeky as also an- 
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Other on the back of the neck. Captains and owners of 
steamboats, vessels, and water crafts of every descrip- 
tion, are cautioned against taking them on board, upder 
the penalty of the law ; and all other persons against 
harbouring^orin any manner favouring the escape of said 
negroes, under like penalty, 

Mobile^ Sept, 1. Sarah Walsh,. 

Montgomery {Ala.} JldverHser^ Sept*. 29y.l83i7.. 

^200 REWARD. — Ran away from the subscriber, 
about three years ago, a certain negro man named Ben, 
(commonly known by the name of Ben Fox. ) He is 
about five feet five or six inches high, chunky made, 
yellow complexion, and has but one eye. Also, one 
other negro, by the name of Rigdon, who ran away on 
the Sth of this month. He is stout made, tall, and very 
black, with large lips. 

I will give the reward of one hundred dollars for eaeh 
of the above negroes, to be delivered to mev or confined 
in the jail of Lenoir or Jones county, or for the kiUing 
of them so that 1 can see them^ Masters of vessels and 
all others are cautioned against harbouring, employing,, 
or carrying them away, under the penalty of tlie law. 

W. D. COBB,^ 
Lenoir county^ ^,C.j JVor. 12, 1836i. 

Instances of what any one whose heart had not be- 
come callous, and *^ seared, as it were, with a hot iron," 
in the pestiferous moral atnosphere of slavery, or in 
some way by reaping the spoils of slavery ^ would deem 
the most tyrannical and barbarous punishments for com- 
paratively trifling offencest might be quoted from official 
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documentst almost without number i ! But our minds 
sicken snd revolt at such examples of ** vum^s inhumonil^ 
iQ sMMi, which make comntkis thamandi moiir».". 

I deem it mj painful duty, however, to cite a single 
case or two here, out of volumes of similar and of still 
more aggravated ones, which will serve to give some 
idea of American slavery to such as may have, any de- 
sire to know wjt^t it really is, with all the endless train 
of miseries and woes which it entails upon our fellow- 
creatures, by reducing them to a level with brutes and 
with goods, wares, and merchandise, and thereby ren- 
dering them liable, to all intents and purposes whatso- 
ever, to be lawfully seized and sold as such at public 
sale, regardless of age, conditicm, or sex. It will, of 
course, be borne in mind, that the southern definition 
of a slave is a human being, (if a man,) who can neither 
own himself^ his wife, his children, nor any species of 
property whatever, and is subject to the will of his 
master, like the ox, and to all lawful claims of debt in 
the same sense ; and what is worse, and more cruelly 
iyranmeai than alU is made amenable /o, and punished 
for the violation of all the lawa of the land, which he is 
allowed no part in making, and of which, as the slave- 
holders say, he is necessarily and arbitrarily kept en- 
tirely ignorant of. 

In Louisiana, moreover, slaveholders once carried 
on the high-handed process of violating all the rights of 
man, by first uncreaiing the slave as a manf then re-> 
creating him a chattel, then uncreating him a chattel^ 
and recreating htm rttd estate^ by passing a law prohibit- 
ing the landholder ever separating the poor bound slave 
firom the patch of the *^ mother emrik " of his owner .-"^ 
(Martin's JDigetU 610.) 
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YirgiRia also made slaves real estate, by a law passed 
1706. {Bever\ey'a Hist, of Virginia, p. 98.) The pre- 
cise date of the repeal of this slaveholding enactment is 
not at hand. It is supposed to have been« however, 
about the time *'the old dominioo^ beeame the chief 
^ slave-breeder" for the cotton-growing and sugar-plant- 
ing country, and made joung men and women, '* from 
fifteen to twenty-five," the main staple pfoduction of the 
state* 

So we see that, through avarice and cupidity, mon- 
STER-MEN, according to circumstances and power, can 
convert and reconvert his fellow-man into any shape he 
will ;' and, to cap the climax of his profanation. Took up 
with sanctimonious eyes, and call for the benedictions 
of Heaven to sanctify the deed ! ! ! 

Thos merciful man has ever been regarded as merci- 
ful even to his beast. Indeed, there are thousands of 
men, except in cases of emergency, who will never 
suffer their horses or their oxen to be driven by any 
band but their own, or by some one immediately in 
their employ. But what is the practice of slaveholders 
with their human cattle ? A targe proportion of their 
plantations is rented out to their merciless " soul driv- 
ers," and stocked with human stock ; and these task* 
masters treat these wretched men and women doomed 
to slavery upon the same avaricious policy that some 
men would so many oxen or horses under the same 
irresponsible circumstances, — that is, overwork them 
and underfeed them, to make all out of them possible. 

This is slavery M It is unnecessary to enter into the 
detailed cruel consequences of such a bloody despotic 
system over man* It is true it might fill volumes« 



464 LIBBRTT AK1> SLAVERY 

Some years ago a young mao emigrated from Neir- 
Hampshire to the state of I^ouisiana, wliere, after he 
hecame settled, he formed* with a quarteroon slave of 
his own, one of those contubernial coniiexions so com* 
mon in the far south as to carry with Ihem but little 
disrepute. Two daughters were the fruit of their coih 
nexioa. They were not grown up* when the mother 
■•••'died a slave. The father was careful to bestow on them 
a good, if not an accomplished education. Throu^ 
mere neglect, as in the case of their mother, he did not 
emancipate them according to the forms required by 
law. The eldest had arrived at the age of sixteen, and 
the other at fourteen. At this time the father died, 
leaving his twiw handsome, well-educated, and tenderly 
reared daughters with a good estate, as it was supposed* 
for their comfortable suppcurt. A brother residing in 
New-Hampshire, on hearing of his death, went on to 
Louisiana to attend to the adjustment of the estate and 
to the interest of his nieces. He entered on the admi«- 
nistration ; and, to his great surprise, found, aider he 
had made considerable progress in the payment of the 
claims, that the estate would, in all likelihood, prove 
insolvent. He continued, however, to discharge them 
as they were presented till all the resources of the estate 
were exhausted^ except his two nieces, who by the laws 
of Louisiana were slaves and assets in his hands. So 
monstrous a thing as selling them had never once en- 
tered his mind. He was, however, reminded of this 
remaining resource by some of the creditors whose 
balances were undischarged. He replied, in amaze- 
ment, •* They are my brother's children I !" " That is 
nothing to us," they rejoined ; *^ they are the property 
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of the eatatCy liable for the payment of our claims — are 
likdj — will sell well, and must be sold, unless from 
yonr private means you can advance the sums they 
would bring. ^ This he was unable to do — avarice 
called for the law — and his deceased brother's children 
were eet up and sold at public auction before his own 
•yes. 

This seems to us, as it truly is, horrible ! — but is H 
«ny more so, than what slavery cruelly compels the 
dearest friends every day to witness 1 Let a northern 
atate pass an act that the corpses of all deceased per- 
sons, without distinction of sex, should be holden in law 
wad liable to be sold for all claims of debt against the 
individuals while living, or against tbeir connexions 
either living or deceased, the whole nation, slaveholden 
and all, would at once be shocked and horrified. But 
would this be doing greater violence to our natures, or 
to the rights of humanity, thus to arrest the repose of 
the dead, than by all the tyrannical and profane laws of 
slaveholding, for the same cause to disturb the peace, 
and invade all the inalienable rights and liberties of the 
Uving, by selling them into a dreaded, and a dreadful 
bondaj^ for ever 1 

^ In the legislature of South Carolina, on the 14th 
December, 1837, a petition was received from James 
Patterson, (a free coloured man,) praying for liberty to 
manumit his wife and children, then his slaves." 

Now, if this legislature, as is their general rule, 
would not grant the prayer of this husband and father 
but on the painful condition that the wife and children 
consent to be colonized immediately to Africa, the only 
alternative left the poor man, if he desired to retain his 
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own wife and children, would be to keep out of debt' 
and keep well insured, lest some rapacious slaveholding 
creditor sell them away from him with his cattle and 
£18 swine. O humanity ! how art thou fallen from thy 
sphere a '' little lower than that of the angels." 

Finally, there is no way in which we can see and feel 
the terrible tyranny and cruelty of slavery like carefully 
reading all the slave laws, and fully. conceiving their 
operation in their tremendous and crushiog power upon 
iiuman libertyi, and human happiness. 

The following extract from a late address of Alvan 
Stewart, Esq. before the Vermont Anti-slavery Society, 
though found in some of the public journals, like some 
others which I have quoted, is nevertheless worthy a 
place even on the pages of history 4 — 

*' The Florida war, which has already cost this na- 
4ion $12,000,00(X, and has spik so inuch human blood, 
•caused so much human suffering, and wasted so much 
human life, had its origin in slavery. A female slave, 
at some former time, escaped from Georgia into Florida, 
and was married by an Indian. In process of time the 
^ughter of this pair became the wife of OSEOLA. 
The proprietor of the fugitive, after her death,- ascer- 
tained that the wife of Oseola was her daughter ; in per- 
son, or by proxy, seized her in an unguarded moment, 
dragged her into Georgia, and made her a slave. The 
great and greatly injured son of the forest resolved on 
revenge, and pursuing the kidnapper, availed himself of 
an opportunity to shoot him through the heart." 

Thus we have the origin of a long and bloody war, 
commenced and carried on principally at the instigation 
of slaveholding politicians, to drive the natives from their 
p own lands to make room for dieir slavery. 
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In relation to this war^ Major General Jessufs the 
commanding officer of the army> in a letter to the Se- 
cretary of War, Feb. lU i838| uses the following lan- 
guage : — ** My decided opinion is, that unless immedi- 
ate emigration be abandoned, the war will continue for 
years to come ; and at constantly accumulating ex- 
pense." This officer further says, in the same official 
communication! *' we have committed the error of at- 
tempting to remove them (the Indians) when their lands 
were not required for agricultural purposes ; when thej 
were not in the way of the white inhabitants s and when 
the greater portion of their country was an unexplored 
wilderness, of the interior of which we were as ignorant 
as of the interior of China." We find in this authentic 
document also the following : — '* I do not consider the 
country south of Chickasa Hatchee worth the medicinet 
we shall expend in driving the Indians from it." 

It will be remembered, that Mr. Calhoun and his as- 
sociates, in the late Senate of the United States, claimed 
that the 15,000 slaves in the territory of Florida were 
held constitutionally, consequently all that slaveholders 
ask of the people of this Union to carry on this unholy 
crusade, is enough of their treasures and their blood* in 
some way to exterminate the Florida Indians, either bj 
massacreing them, or by driving them from their native 
lands, to make their country a slaveholding country, — 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever. So we find the 
sum of all the southern Indian wvs* in which this whole 
guilty nation have ever been engaged, is to drive off the 
poor Indians by the point of the bayonet, and bring ^aa 
the poor Africans loaded with chains* 
. Here we see that this whole nation have evcf jbi^ 
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eompelled, hj slavdioldiiig power and for slayeholdiDg 
purposes, at a great sacrifice of life and treasure, to 
carry on these bloody and wicked wars of slaveholding 
** expediency.** 

In a late proclamation of General Scott to the Cbere- 
kees, who is now comftitssioned eiUier to extermiimte 
them, or immediately compel them to emigrate beyond 
die Mississippi, and forever abandon their own country 
and the graves of their fathers, we find this most extra- 
ordinary language to overawe the weaker party into 
eompliancoh ** Thousands and thousands are approadi* 
ing firom every quarter to render regU/kmce or escape im* 
pombie.^* 

These dreadfully wicked Indian wars, which rend the 
very Heavens for vengeance upon this nation, now reek* 
ing with so much innocent blood, will yet be found to 
be, beginning, middle, and end, altogether and.exclu<» 
sively a slaveholding policy to remove every poss^le 
obstruction to slaveholding despotism throughout the 
dark donnmons of slavery. 

Who that believes that justice has not utterly fisd 
both from Heaven and from earth, must not feel, thKI 
unless we pause in our Heaven^daring and high-handed 
eareer,- all this will, ere long, prove to this nation all 
••eotpediency,'* with a most dreadful and ** untold venge- 
anoe. 

A^ to all this enormous wickedness, the daily prdc^ 
dees at the seat of otir national government, (boast^Hy 
styled the freest on earth,) how does our whole nation 
l^ppear, crimsoned over with the innocent blood of otxt 
countrymen 1 Creatures bearing the external forms of 
saeny making it tiieir daily business to sei^e, without 
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cereoiony, all coloured persons not known as reeddenta 
there, upon the mere pretence that they are runatoay 
9lav6$^ and thrust them into prisons built with the people's 
money for entirely different purposes, and there confine 
them oden for many months, waiting for an owner to 
apply, while these innocent men and women were as- 
aerting their freedom, (though oAen not able to prove it,) 
and begging for deliverance. Af\er thus advertisioi; 
and confining them often from four to eight months, no 
owners have appeared -^ what then ? Set free 1 Yes ; 
from the prison, but sold into slavery, with their pos- 
terity after them fotever^ for their jai) fees. More than 
450, from the keepers documents, have thus been kid- 
napped and confined for sale in five years* 

There is a systematic atrocity in this nefarious busi^ 
ness, which far exceeds in wickedness the more sum- 
mary and still bolder outrages of the most bloody bar- 
barians that have ever disgraced the human race. Add 
to this the gentiemea kidnappers^ who shamelessly pa* 
rade the streets of the capital of the reputed freest peo- 
ple in the world, and oflen talk largely of liberty and of 
our free institutions in the halls of Congress, while they 
are filling the Washington public journals with adver- 
tisements similar to the one below. And who that lovea 
bis country or his kind, must not desire to be innocent 
of all participation whatever in deeds so direful? 

«« CASH FOR 400 NEGROES, 

*^ including both sexes, from 12 to 25 years of ag^. 
Persons having likely servants to dispose of, will find it 
to their interest to give us a call, as we will give higher 
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prices in cash than any other purchaser, who is bow or 
who maj hereafter come into this market. 

** Franklin & Armfibld.*^ I 

I will give but this single specimen of gentlemanly , 
kidnapping, and, — I had it' upon the end of mj pen to 
say ptVaeif, — but recollecting that hitherto the wisdom 
of the Congress of the United States has discovered 
more moral turpitude in water than in land traffic in ^ 
human flesh, I forbore. While Congress has made a i 
law, declaring the foreign slave traffic piracy and worthy I 
of death, the same Congress, to encourage the same 
traffic at home, grants license for it as they would to * 
traffic in ardent spirits, or in any other commodity of 
earth. 

I will just say in short, that the slaveholder's slave le- 
gislation, is, to legislate all possible rights from the poor 
slave into his own tyrannical hands. Even the very 
life of the slave, ia virtually at the despotic will of his 
master, for the slaveholder'^s guard law ts, (which of 
course he made to shield hin>self, not the slave,) that no 
slave or coloured person, can in any possible case, be 
a witness against a white^ person. Says Judge Stroud, 
in his invaluable extracts from the slave laws, ** It is 
an inflexible and universal rule of slave law, that the tes- 
timony of a coloured person, whether bond orfree^ can- 
not be received against a white person ! !* 

It should also be known to every American citizen, 
and to every lover of freedom and equal rights- in the 
landt that American tyrants, and American despots, 

* Stroud, p. S7« 
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while they are constantly talking loudly and boastfully 
of " human liberties^^^ of ** equal righU^^* of ^* free in»iiiiih 
ItOM," of the ** freest nation on earth^^^ &c. &c. will not 
allow two and a half millions of their incessant and hard 
toiling countrymen to be a party before a judicial tri- 
bunal, even at the capital of this so styled ^^ freest go^ 
vemment on earth,^^ in any species of action against any 
person, no matter how atrocious the injury received ! !* 
This is American slavery ; and^ American freemen, how 
would you like it? Says H. B. Stanton, Esq., in that 
blaze of light in his inimitable remarks before the Com!* 
mitteo of the House of Representatives of Massa- 
chusetts, ** The sUme statute unereates the slane as a man^ 
and recreates him a chaiteL 

A case never has been known, of the execution of a' 
white peiscm for the killing or murdering of a slare, 
though numerous instances of shocking murder are weU 
known to have been perpetrated. In view of the ne- 
cessity of all these inhuman laws, to reduce man to 
such vile and unequal subjection to his fellow, we can 
hardly avoid making this single reflection, *^ that the 
brute toils through the day submissive to man, as he was 
designed to be ; lies down at night, and his lawful owaar 
finds him in the morning, without lus having thrown 
about him the tripple guard of arms, of dogs, and cruel 

* V or a full exhibition of the mountain of oppression that crush- 
es so many of our sufiering countrymen, see Stroud, p. 25, and 
onward. Indeed the coloured people called free, hold their mock 
fVeedom by a very loose and uncertain tenure throughout the en- 
tire slave States, for they can all be banished from the slave States - 
by their despotic laws, and their property eonfiecated, upo» any 
pretended suspicion of them on the part oC the whiteai 

39* 
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and rigorous laws ; bat not so with man, for he has an im- 
morta) and restless spirit within him, bearing the image of 
its Maker, which, however crushed bj all the oppression 
of man, cannot be entirely obliterated ; but, as the poet 
well says — 

« The soul uneasy and confined from home, 
Rests, and expatiates in a life to come." 

Slaveholders ^emselves cannot but be conscious of 
the great guilt and crime of the awful and fearful violence 
they ave doing to the eternal principles enstamped by the 
Deity upon immortal man. On this dread subject, so 
nearly allied to the very throne of the Almighty, one of 
Virginians noblest sons in her representative body in 1829, 
amid the very chains that bind the soul in the dark bond- 
age of slavery, was constrained on a certain occasion, 
in a tone of the most impassioned and thrilling eloquence, 
to hold forth the following language : — ** Sir," said he, 
addressing himself to the speaker, ^' you may take a slave 
and place him where you please ; oppress him as you 
will ; you may close upon his mind every avenue to 
knowledge, and cloud it over with artificial night ; you 
may yoke him like the ox to the furrow, which works 
but to live, and lives but to work ; you may dry up to the 
uttermost the fountain of his feelings, the springs of his ' 
thought ; finally, you may put him under any process 
that shall tend to crush and debase him as a human 
being, and yet after all you can do, the idea that he is 
born to be free will survive it all. It is allied to his hope 
of immortality. It is a torch lit up in his soul by the 
band of the Deity, and never meant to be extinguished 
by the hand of man." 
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In glancing dt the bloody fields of American slavery ; 
of all on earth the most dreadful, strewed over with hand* 
cnfTs, whips, and chains, for so large a portion of our inno- 
cent fellow countrymen, we can hardly avoid also hold* 
ing up this fallen world before our affected vision with 
all its oppressions, its miseries, and its woes, the sinful 
result of man's inhumanity to man, and in the well 
known language of the philanthropic poet exclaim — 

**Myear is pained — 
My soul is sick, with every day's report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled. 
There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart, 
It does not feel for man. The natural bond 
Of brotherhood is sever'd as the flax 
That falls asunder at the touch of fire. 
He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 
Not coloured like his own ; and having power 
'P tnjorct the wrong, for such a worthy cause, 
Dooms him, and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
And chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat 
With stripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart. 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast" 

Such sentiments, though familiar to every school boy, 
as " household words," are worthy to be kept in rerhem- 
brance, for they will forever do honour to human nature. 
It was the breathing forth of this spirit by the English 
writers which has at length melted ofiT the chains of 
Briton's slaves. American slaveholders full well know 
this, and fear and tremble before it, while they are stilly 
so deluded as actually to be engaged in making every 
violent and unconstitutional effort to shut out from their 
borders all the literature of the world, because it is in- 
terwoven with these manly sentiments, and imbued 
with this heavenly spirit. 
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Wo iikould all naturallj think, that whoo they once 
know idiat slavery is, every non-slavehelding, disinto^ 
rested* and unsophisticated person in the world, would 
at once be a " vohoU $auUd oboliiioniML*^ 

But when we consider how much the public mind ha# 
been corrupted by the smooth deceptive doctrine of** ex- 
pediency,'' now but another name for selfishness or dis- 
honesty ; and when we consider idso the chains, antf 
the trammels of party political interests, between the 
north and the south, the wicked deep-rooted prejudice 
against colour, (or more strictly caste,) commercial in- 
terests, with all their flattering prospects of gain, and a 
powerful sympathy between northern and southern ec- 
clesiastical bodies of the same denomination, and many 
other similar interests which are all to be broken through,, 
in order to testify plainly a|;ainst slavery as we ought ; 
we do not so much wonder, that the wicked, selfish, and 
timorous heart, unaided by divine influence, shrinks 
back upon itself, from so high, so holy, so self-denying 
and responsible a duty, as that of openly and fearlessly 
advocating the right of the immediate emancipation of 
two and a half millions of our countrymen from their 
heavy and miserable yoke of bondage. But in the sight 
of Him, the ^* habitations of whose throne are justice|and 
judgement ;" and in view of our whole country, and pos- 
terity, will all these be suflicient reasons for us to turn 
away our eyes, and our thoughts, from the suflering and 
the dumb, who cannot speak for himself, and leave him 
to perish in his dreadful, physical, mental, and moral 
bondage forever 1 

Let our naked consciences answer this before our final 
Judge. And now, in conclusion of these remarks, the 
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reader will permit me to say, that I have wateied t&r 
signs of the times somewhat, and thai I feel impressed 
with the important fact, that our beloved country is big 
with coming events. With a territory already, (witholit 
Texas,) more than equal to the vast empire of China, and 
capable, in its highest state of cultivation, of sustaining 
the immense population of four or iive hundred millions of 
souk, and yet, no room for the freedom of two and a 
half millions of our enslaved fellow-countrymen ; and in- 
stead of breaking his bonds, we are sinking the bloody 
iron of oppression deeper and still deeper into his soul. 
Not content with our present vast dominions, but grasp- 
ing at still more, to lengthen and strengthen the chains of 
the bondman, but not to make him free, but with a two- 
fold tendency, to enslave forever both blacks and whites. 
Though I fear that I have already too much trespassed 
on the time and patience of my reader, yet, I have said 
but little, to what might and should be said on this mo- 
mentous subject, both jfbr the temperate and eternal 
well-being of the born and the unborn millions of the 
greatly oppressed bondman in our land, for the preser- 
vation and perpetuity of our own liberties, and for the 
good of our whole country, and the world. 

And now, in view of our high and solemn responsi- 
bilities to ourselves, to posterity, and above all, to the 
coming day of final retribution, near at hand to uis all, 
will we act the part of the ^' good Samaritan," to pour 
wine and oil into the grievous wounds of the suffering and 
the dumb, or will we ^^ 'pa»9 by on the other side ?" 

Whether the Almighty in his holy and righteous anger, 
for our crying sins, will destroy us as a nation, or in 
mercy save us, we know not. If he do not destroy us 
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ipeodQ j9 it will surel j be od account of hm infinite mercy 
and forbearance.. I believey with all our efforts in behalf 
of the oppressef}, and of a world lying in wickedneas, our 
unceasing and n»ost earnest prayer should be, that in the 
midst of so greatly deserved wrath and judgements oe 
account of our HeaYen-daring sins as a people* a justlt 
OFFENDED GoD would Still forbear.aud stay his uplifted 
hand, and bring us all to speedy and unfeigned repent- 
ance, that we shall put far from us all our grievous op* 
prossions and abominations as a nation* that he may atiU 
remember mercy. 
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